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VOYAGE 


TO 

The cape OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA, 
SAMARANG, MACASSER, AMBOY NA, 
SURAT, &c. 

IX THE YEARS 1774.1778, 


BOOK III. 


CHAPTER I. 

Manner of Life of the Perfees. — Lheir Chiefs,-^ 
Their Religion. — The holy Fire. — Their Reverence 
for Fire ; ayid for Water. — No Difurbance on 
Account of Religion among the Moors, the Gentoos, 
and the Perfees. — Difeafes prevalent a/ Surat, 

The Perjfces live temperately ; contrary, 
however, to the cuftom of the Gentoos, they 
cat all kinds of flelh meat, except that of 
oxen, and of hares, in order not to give 
offence to that nation ; but it mull; alw ays 
be killed and prepared by their own people. 

Two of them, one of \shom, Mant- 
CHERGi by name, is the broker of the Dutch, 
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and the other of the Englifh Company, arc 
the chiefs of the Perfees who dwell in and 
about Surat ; they are, at the fame time, 
their chief ecclehaftics, or priefts ; they like- 
wife fettle the difputes that arife among 
them, and the parties muft fubinit to their 
decifions : murder, homicide, >and other 
crimes amougft them, which dijifurb the 
public tranquillity, are puniflied by the na- 
bob, or governor of the city he, however, 
a£i;s very ciicumfpeftly in fuch cafes, be- 
caufe he ftands more in awe of the Pcrfees 
than of the Moors, or Gentoos, on account 
of their large numbers and greater courage, 
whereby they are left, in fome meafure, in- 
dependent : fuch heavy crimes, I was told, 
are very feldom heard of among them j and 
befides, as they ail live in feparate wards, 
in which they do not allow any ftrangers 
to relide, many things may remain hidden 
among them, which would foon be publicly 
known, if they lived more difperfed. 

The religion of the ancient Perfians, in- 
llituted by Zoroaster, and which part of 
that nation have retained to the prefent day, 
is too well known for me to fay much about ^ 
behdes which, in order to form a true idea 

of 
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of the religion of a nation, their language 
Ihould be perfeftly underftood, cfpecially 
when it is enveloped in abftrufe metaphjfi- 
cal, or allegorical, propofitions ; for the beft 
interpreter is not of any ufe in this point, 
much lels thofc who are met with here, and 
who can fcarcely tranflate the occurrences of 
dally converfation from one language into 
another. 

Hence I conclude that we lhall never be 
able, in Europe, to obtain a true idea of the 
various religions of the nations of Alia, that 
of Mahomet excepted, before fome really 
learned man, well verfed in religious and 
metaphyfical difquihtions, takes the trouble 
of learning their language, efpecially that of 
their faints, which is exclulively appropriated 
to the fervices of their religion. 

I fhall, however, fay fomething, in a few 
words, of the religion of the Perfees at 
Surat. 

In the firft place, they allege that they 
poflfefs a genuine copy of the inftitutes of 
Zoroaster. 

They likewife pretend that the holy fire 
which they brought with them at the time 
of their flight from Perjia^ has remained 

burning 



[ 4 1 

burning to the prefent day, without being 
extinguifhed, in their largeft and principal 
temple, which lhands near the Portuguefe 
city of Daman. The allegations, in this re- 
fpefl, of the priefts, who, like thofe of other 
fimilar religions, play their parts in a maf- 
terly manner, are blindly and implicitly be- 
lieved by the unenlightened many. They 
moreover take care that this holy fire be 
only expofed once a year to the profane eyes 
of the vulgar j this is a feflival which takes 
place in the month of Obfober, and marks 
the commencement of their year, and they 
eat, drink, and make merry on the occafion. 

Beudes this feftival, they have one every 
month, which is exclufively a religious one, 
and on which they offer up folemn fupplica- 
tions to the divinity. 

Every Perfee likewife offers up a prayer 
every morning, and every evening : in the 
morning he turns towards the rifing fun, 
and in the evening to the moon, if fhe be 
vifible. 

The element of water is equally an oh- 
jedt of their reverence ; yet only in fo far as 
they believe that the fun, fire, and water, 
are the pureft reprefentations of the god- 
head, 
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head, to whom they lay, that they Iblely pay 
adoration. 

Their reverence for fire is carried fo far, 
that they will not extinguifli it on any ac- 
count ; they will not even put out a candle 
or lamp. 

When a fire takes place in the tov/n, they 
do not endeavour to quench it with water, 
but try to flop the progrefs of the flames by 
pulling down the houles and buildings round 
where they rage, till the fire goes out by not 
meeting wherewithal to confume. 

They have fix or feven houfes appro- 
priated to their religion, or churches, as well 
within, as out of the town, in which a 
prayer, fermon, or exhortation, is every day 
pronounced by their priefts j and in which 
fire is kept conflantly burning, the flames of 
which are fed by the pureft and moft coflly 
wood that can be procured ; this may never 
be blown upon by the breaths of any impure 
creature, but it is kept alive by being fanned 
with a fan. None but a Perfee may enter 
one of thefe buildings. 

In contradiftindfion to mofl other religions, 
they do not endeavour, or defire, to make 
any prohlytes. 


Thefe 
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Thefe three diftin<5): nations, the Moors, 
the Gentoos, and the Perfees, whofe religions 
are widely different from each other, exer- 
cife the greateft toleration and indulgence, 
in this refpeft, towards one another ; no one 
is molefled on account of his religion ; they 
may be feen together in, and near, the river, 
offering up their prayers, each to that being 
whom he adores, without any marks of de- 
rifion or contempt being fhewn by any one : 
this even goes fo far, that the days which one 
perfualion look upon as holy, are alfo looked 
upon with a degree of veneration by the 
others : when the holy fire of the Perfees is 
exhibited to the people, no Gentoo will 
either approach, or touch, fire, no more than 
the Perfees themfelves. 

The principal diforders to which the in- 
habitants of thefe counirics are fubjedl, are 
burning fevers, and the dyfentery. 

The burning heats, which prevail here 
from the month of June till Auguft and 
September, are the caufe, it is faid, of the 
former, and the flatulency of the greateft 
part of the ulual food of the inhabitants of 
the latter ; which 1 leave to the determina- 
tion 
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tion of thofe who are better acquainted with 
pathology than myfelf. 

Few of the natives of the country attain 
to very advanced age. The emperor Au- 
RENGZEBE, however, lived, according to 
Valentyn, one hundred and three years. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 


Cmns current at Surat. — Almonds ujed as the loweft 
Medium of Exchange. — Ancient Grecian and Re- 
man Coins met veith here. — lE'eights^ — Meajures . — 
Lime and Brick-kilns. 

TThE coins that are current here, are of 
gold, filver, and copper. 

The coin of gold of the country is the 
mohur, which is gold of twenty-three carat ; 
it goes here for fifteen iilver rupees ; though 
its value is not conftantly the fame, but is 
fettled according as gold is at a high, or at a 
low price. All foreign gold coins are only 
taken according to their weight and intrinfic 
value. 

Ducats are likewife met with here, but 
no one is obliged to receive them in payment 
contrary to his inclination ; they are diftin- 
guifhed into three forts ; the Venetian du- 
cats, which are worth from 4^ to 4 t\ rupees, 
or f.6. 7 to 8 itivers ; all other European 
ducats, to which they give the appellation of 


images., 
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images, and which are current at from 4^ 
to 4x^5 rupees, or /.6. 3 to 5 {livers ; and the 
third, or lafl, fort, thofe of Conjiantinople, or 
Stambouli, among which are comprehended 
all other Turkifn, Arabian, and Perfian du- 
cats, and which go at from 
pees, or 16 to 18 ftivers. The value of 
thefe coins is lowered or enhanced in propor- 
tion as more or lefs gold is imported. 

The filvei rupee is the flandard coin of 
the country, the only one which is ftruck in 
the empire of Hindoftan, and is current all 
over it ; its real value in Dutch money is 
fcarcely four-and-twenty {livers, but here, 
among the Europeans, it is calculated at 
thirty {livers * : every rupee contains fixteen 
annas ; but the calculation by annas is not fo 
common here as in Bengal: the fraftions of 
rupees are generally fettled hy pice, which is 
the only copper coin here, and of which 
more or lefs go to a rupee, in proportion as 
copper is at a low, or at a high price ; when 

* Mr. STAvoRiiius here gives the aflay, and weight of the 
rupee, arcoi ding to the Dutch denominations; the reader is 
referred on this fubjeft to the note fubjoined to page 460 of 
the firft volume, where the alTay, real weight, ftandard 
weight, and intrinlic value, of the rupee, is given from Sir 
Isaac NEwTort's Tabled T. 


I was 
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I was at Surat, fixty-four pice were given 
for a rupee : it is faid that there are alfo 
leaden pice, but I faw none of them. 

In the fame way as cowries are made ufe 
of in Bengal, as the lowefl: medium of ex- 
change, almonds, which are called badams, 
are employed for that purpofe here ; the 
comparative value whereof, is, as may eafily 
be conceived, more liable to variation, than 
any other reprefentative medium'*. 

No other money is current here, and all 
foreign coins are taken according to their 
weight and aflay j but the Mexican dollars, 
or pieces of eight, known among the natives 
by the appellation of raal lakria, muft, if 
weight, contain feventy-three u'oals : their 
value is uncertain, running from/318 to 
/324 per hundred -f-, and fometimes, but 
feldom, a little higher. 

* When OviNGTON was at Surat, about fixty bitter al- 
monds was the current rate of a pice. Thevenot fays fixty- 
eight ; he adds, that the almonds that pafs for money at Surat, 

come from Perfia, and are the fruit of a flirub that grows on 
the rocks. T. 

t Or about 5x. gj. to about Jr. nd. per dollar. Accord- 
ing to Ricard, pieces of eight go at Surat, viz. 
too Mexican dollars for aiyi rupees. 

100 Peruvian di to for arS ditto. 

100 New Spamfli dollars for 214 ditto. T. 


What 
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What are called imperial dollars, are alfo 
brought hither, to a confiderable amount, 
from Mocha and Jedda : they are either 
bought up by the Europeans at the rate of 
two rupees, or three gilders, apiece, or are 
fent to the mint, in order to be refined and 
coined into rupees. 

Ancient Grecian and Roman copper coins 
are likewife fometimes met with here, fomc 
of which I have got in my poffeffion. They 
have probably been difperfed by the wars 
of thofe nations in Ferjiay Parthia, Egypt, 
and the furrounding countries, and brought 
hither, among other coins, by the Armenian, 
Perfian, and Arabian merchants. 

The weights are very various here, and 
are regulated according to the nature of the 
commodities to be weighed. 

The maund is here, as in Bengal, the gene- 
ral ftandard weight, by which moll kinds 
of goods are reckoned ; but it is diftinguilhed 
into feveral forts, as is the Jeer ; the contents 
of the feveral fpecies of weights are, viz. 

The Jeer kalfah, or fingle Jeer, pound 
Amllerdam. 

The Jeer pakka, which is the double of 
the former, ditto. 


The 
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The maund kalfah contains forty fingle 
Jeer, or 34|- pounds : this is ufed for weighing 
alum, areca, tortoifelhell, elephants’ teeth, 
grain, indigo, copper, lead, redlead, brals, 
quickfilver, fandalwood, fait, tin, fteel, vcr- 
rolllion, iron, &c. 

A maund of 40^ fingle Jeer, or 34ff2 
pounds, is ufed for weighing of fattron. 

A maund of 41 feer^ or 35J9 pounds, for 
raw fusar. 

A maund of 42 feer^ or 36:^0 pounds, for 
lamp-oil, almonds, flower of piftachio, cat- 
choo, camphor, cinnamon, cardamom, cot- 
ton, cotton-yarn, coffee, cumminfeed, co- 
rianderfeed, dried ginger, mace, fliberds, 
cloves, nutmegs, black piftachio-nuts, falt- 
petre, fapaawood, tea, wax, foap, &c. 

A maund of feer, or 37/, pounds, for 
fugarcandy. 

A maund of 44 Jeer , or 37--^ pounds, for 
gum aiabic, affa fcEtida, Bengal pepper, 
cowries, galls, gumlack, rofin, cubebs, brim- 
ftone, &c. 

A candil is twenty maund kalfah, or ten 
maund pakka ; but thefe are Bengal maunds, 
which contain eighty Angle, or forty double 
feer-, thus a candil is 690 pounds Amflerdam 

weight : 
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weight : it is by this weight that capoc is 
fold. 

A harrah is feven maund kalfah, or 241 f 
pounds. 

Gold and fiver are calculated in the fol- 
lowing proportions: 

A Jeer kalfah is thirty-five tola ; 

A tola is thirty-two ivaal, or. twelve majfa ; 

A majfa is 2| waal, or eight 7'etti ; 

A retti is four nilly. 

Two and a half tola are equal to one 
Dutch ounce j a Jeer kalfah is therefore four- 
teen ounces ; a waal is eight aas ; a majfa 
21 \ aas ; a retti 21 aas •, and a nilly aas *. 

Thevenot fays that a tola makes fifty-fix 
carats. 

Pearls are weighed by fangis, one of which 
is twenty-four retti, or 20c. carats, each retti 
being 4^ carat. 

A fangi is alfo 330 chouw ; 

A chouw is ill of a grain j 

A chotaw is likewife fixteen annas ; 

And an anna is of a grain. 

Diamonds are taken by retti; one hun- 

* An Englifti ounce troy is 82?- ivaa/^ or -va/^s. Ri- 
Card, T, 

dred 
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dred retti is equal to eighty-five carats, a 
retti being of a carat, or io| grain. 

A retti is likewife twenty wajja ; 

And a ‘waJJa is of a grain. 

’Y'tityard, which, though an Englifh mea- 
fure, is familiarly known to the natives by 
the fame name, is one ges and eight tejfocy 
or 1 1 ges, a ges being twenty-four teffhe. 

The ftandard ges of Surat is i A Dutch ell. 
The bazar ges of Surat, or that which is 
ufed upon the bazars, and in the drops, is 
Dutch ell. 

The ftandard ges of Baroche is of a 
Dutch ell. 

The bazar ges of Baroche is of a 
Dutch ell. 

The Baroche ftandard ges is exaftly as 
much fhorter than a Dutch ell, as the Surat 
fiandard ges is longer ; which is equally the 
cafe with the bazar ges of both places. 

Diflances are reckoned by cofs, each of 
which is full half of a Dutch mile. 

The above is taken from a particular re- 
port made on the fubjeft by Meffieurs Zi- 
vEERs DE Landes and David Kelly, 
fpecially appointed to form fuch a ftatement 

by 
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by the diredlion of Surat, by order from the 
lupreme government at Batavia, in the year 

1758. 

The burning of lime, and making of 
bricks, though a great nuifance, is of little 
importance or value to the city. Thefe 
trades are carried on in the fuburbs ; and in 
calm weather, the methods obferved in them 
occafion a moll: offenfive fmell, and impreg- 
nate the air with very nolfome vapours. A 
certain fort of coralline, flony earth, is made 
ufe of for the former; this they throw toge- 
ther in a heap, mix it, and cover it with 
cowdung, and fet the whole on fire, and it 
fometiraes continues burning for a fortnight. 
The material of which they make bricks is 
a clayey earth, v/hich they mould at the 
fpots where it is dug, fet them in heaps, and 
burn them with cowdung. The manipula- 
tion of both articles is, however, performed 
in a flovenly and awkward manner. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER III. 


Carts. — Hackeries . — Palankeens . — Ships and Ship- 
building. — Defcription of the old or holy Ship. — It 
was deftroyed in 1777 . — Mode of building Ships at 
Surat. — durability of their Vejfels. — Great Ex- 
pence of their ConftruSlion. 

Th E carriages which are made ufe of to 
convey goods about the town, and up the 
country, are carts of a fimple conrtrudion, 
running upon two wheels, upon which, when 
the carts are loaden, they are nearly upon a 
poife ; they are drawn by one or two oxen, 
which are here, in general, of a pretty large 
fize. 

The carriages, or hackeries, which the na- 
tives ufe to ride about in, go likewife upon 
two wheels. The body of the carriage is 
placed in the middle upon the axletree ; it is 
jeft large enough for two people to fit in it 
with ihcir legs croffed under them ; it has a 
circulai covering over it, generally of white 
liuea, open at the rules when men ride in 

them, 
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them, but doled all roUnd when women arc 
the palTengerSi The belly and legs of 
the oxen (for horfes are only ufed for the 
faddle) are frequently painted of a light rofe- 
colour, and the horns are gilt either with 
gold or lilver ; they have little bells hung 
round the neck, by which the foot-palfengers 
can hear them when they approach : the 
condudor fits, as the coachmen do with 
us, on a feat before the body of the carriage ; 
he guides the oxen by a fingle rein on each 
fide, which palTes through the Cartilage of the 
nofe, and he urges them on, when neceflary, 
by a ftick, with which he goads or pulhes 
them. 

People of high rank, or of great wealth, 
are carried about in palankeens, or litters, as 
I have before mentioned in my obfervatiOns 
upon Bengal. 

As Surat is a large and ancient place of 
trade, and a feaport of confiderable import- 
ance, there is no want of Ihips and velfels of 
various kinds and fizes, which are either 
built here, or are brought hither completely 
finilhed, for fale or charter. 

The Ihips which are built here, cofi:, it is 
true, very dear, but they are able to navi- 
gate 
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gate the feas for a hundred years together. 
There was a fhip*here in exiftence, which 
performed a voyage to Mocha and back in the 
year 1770, being freighted on account of Mr. 
Sluiskens, the fecond of the Dutch faftory 
at Surat, of which the time when it was 
built is not known ; and only that, in a let- 
ter, written by Mr. Zwaardekroon, the 
then diredor of Surat, to the government 
Batavia, in the year 1702, it is called the 
old Jhip, although from that time, till the. 
year 1770, it performed an annual voyage to 
the Red-fea. 

This Ihip was always known by the ap- 
pellation of the holy Jhip, becaufc the pil- 
grims from India,' going to, or returning 
from, Mecca, always took their paffage on 
board of her ; and, on the fame account, that 
fhip had a peculiar privilege at Mocha and 
Jedda, of taking on board a certain number 
of chefts and boxes, free of duty ; which pri- 
vilege was the more valuable to the owners, 
as the duties exacted at thofe places are ex- 
ceffively high. 

When I was at Surat on my firft voyage, 
this fhip was a-ground, about half a Dutch 
mile below the city, and fo near falling to 

pieces. 
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pieces, that I did uot think the owners would 
be at the charge of repairing her again ; in 
efFedt, when I was at Suratt in the year 
1 777, on my fecond voyage thither, the was, 
as I have before mentioned, entirely deftroyed 
by the lafl violent afflux of the river. 

I computed it to be one hundred and thirty, 
or thirty-five, feet from ftem to fl'ern. It 
was built like a frigate, with three mafts, 
and cut away full as iharp at the bow as our 
thips. The ftern, as tradition fays, had been 
that of an Engliffl thip, which was loft in 
this river ; it has at leaft much refemblance 
to the reprefentation of the fhips of the 
laft century. It had two decks, like wife a 
quarter-deck, and forecaftle j the gunroom 
was very large ; the height between the 
decks was fcarcely five feet ; the cabin was 
adorned within with a great deal of carving, 
and not the leaft piece of wood was left 
without fome foliage or imagery. Upon the 
quarter-deck were, as in our fflips, little huts 
or cabins, and before them a fixed awning, 
fuch as we call a wqfelkraam the catheads 
were exceflive heavy pieces of timber, twice 
as large as thofe of a Ihip of one hundred and 
fifty feet. The cables run over the top at 

the 
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the bow, in a deep notch, as our towlincs 
are done. The bowfprit was not fixed upon 
the ftem, but at the right fide of it. 

This fhip belonged to a Turkilh merchant 
called Ijillebet who had feveral other Ihips. 
He is one of the principal merchants of the 
city, and greatly refpe<51:ed by the nabob. 

They do not build their fhips in the fame 
manner as the Europeans ; moft of the tim- 
bers are fitted in after the planks have been 
put together. There was one built while I 
was at Surat, in what is called the English 
yard ; it appeared to me to have about one 
hundred feet length of keel : it ftood in a 
kind of graving-dock ; if a large excavation, 
clofed towards the river by a dam, without 
a flone facing, or anything that refembledit, 
may deferve that appellation *. 

They do not put the planks together as we 
do, with flat edges towards each other, but 
rabbet them ; and they make the parts fit 
into each other with the greateft exadnefs, 

* They do not thus launch their fhips, as we do, from flips ; 
but, when fufficiently finifhed for floating, they dig through 
from the water to the fort of docks mentioned above, which 
they call cradles, where the fhips are, as it were, dropped into 
the ftream that is brought up to them, T, 


beftowing 
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beftowiug much time and attention upon this 
operation ; for this purpofe, they fmear the 
edges of the planks, which are fet up, with 
red lead, and thofe which are intended to be 
be placed next, are put upon them, and 
preffed down, in order to be able to difcern 
the inequalities, which are marked by the 
red lead, and afterwards taken away : they 
repeat this till the whole fits exaftly ; they 
then rub both edges with a fort of glue, 
which becomes, by age, as hard as iron, and 
they cover it with a thin layer of capoc, after 
which they unite the planks fo firmly and 
clofely with pegs, that the feam is fcarcely 
vifible, and the whole fcems to form one en- 
tire piece of timber. 

They fit the timbers and beams in the 
fame way to the planks ; fo that a piece of 
wood is fometimes put in and taken out 
more than ten times before it is fixed for good 
and all 

Inftead of bolts, they make ufe of pieces of 
iron, forged like fpikes, the point of which 

* The knees, or crooked timbers, are generally of the 
natural growth into that form, without being forced or warped 
by fire, efpecially where particular care is taken of the con* 
ftru£lion, and no expence fpared. T, 

is 



[ 22 ] 

js driven through, clenched on the infide, 
and again driven into the wood. They make 
the iron which they employ for this purpofe 
very tough and flexible 

The tedioufnefs of their method, together 
with the dearnefs of timber they employ, 
which muft be brought hither from diftant 
places, make ihip-^building very dear here, 
but, at the fame time, their veflels arc very 
lafting, and can go to fea for many years, 

* They have alfo a peculiar way of prefcrving their fliips’ 
"bottoms, by occafionally rubbing into them an oil which they 
call wood-oil, which the planks imbibe, and it ferves greatly 
to nouridi and keep them from decay. The mafting generally 
tifed in the country-fliips, are pohoon-mafts, chiefly from the 
Malabar coaft ; but for the cordage, what is worth^ny thing, 
muft come from Europe; their coir-ropes being, for cither 
running or ftajding rigging, more harfli and untraiftable than 
what is produced from hemp. Coir-cables, however, arp 
vf ry ferviceable, and have their excellencies, as we have be- 
fore fe«n, in oppofition tp the European cables ; they laft 
much the longer in fait water, frelh being apt to rot them. 
Their anchors are moftly European, our iron being much 
better, and better worked. With fails, they are very well 
fuppplied by the country-mafiufafture of cotton into a failcloth 
called dungaree, which, though not fo ftrong or lafting as 
canvas, Hollands duck, or vitry, is, whilft in ufe, more pliant, 
and lefs apt to fplit than they are. For pitch, they have the 
gum of a tree called damrjier, which is not at all inferior to the 
other. T , 
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before any repairs of the hull are at all 
wanted. Caulking of the learns, as may 
eafily be conceived, does not come in quef- 
tion here; for if they once give way, the 
whole bottom is of very little value. 

The Ihip that I faw building, was con- 
tradled for fevehty-five thoufand rupees, or 
yi 1 1 2.^00 — Dutch, and was intended to 
load one thoufand nine hundred canaffcrs of 
fugar, or one hundred and ninety lafts. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Great Decline in the Forever of the Mogul Emperors . — . 
Caujes thereof, — Reflexions on the Rife and Downfall 
of Empires.— Superflition afirm Support of arbitrary 
Power, inftanced in the Empires of Peru — 
Persia — . Phe Ottoman Porte- — Conquefls 
greatly contribute to cement the Power of a State . — ^ 
Inftances from theUiflory of Carthage — Rome 
—Phe Mogul Empire under and after Aurengzebe, 
— Encroachments of the Engliflo in Hi ndostan. — 
Means by which they became Mafters of Svkm:.— A c- 
count of the whole Aranfabiion from CAMBRiUGE’g 
War in India. — Capture (t/" Surat by the Englifh 
Forces under Captain Maiti-and, in 1759. — - 
Agreement between Atchuno and the Englifh.-—, 
Fhey obtain Poffeffioti of the Caflle and Tanka. — 
Confirmed therein by the Mogul.— Dutch Account of 

the Affair Contrast between Farischan and 

the Englifh Company. 

I HAVE before already made fome mention 
in a curfory manner, of the great decay 
which the power of the Mogul Emperors has 
undergone *, their fovereign authority is now 

fo 
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fo much circumfcribed, that they arc not 
even mafters over their own perfons. 

The caufes hereof are no other than fuch 
as are found to prevail in almoft all delpotic 
ftates. 

The fovereign, feated upon his throne in 
the interior of his empire, cannot himfelf 
pay any attention to the provinces that are 
diftant from the feat of government ; but is 
obliged to confide the adminiftration of them 
to lieutenants, whofe oppreffive difpofition 
far exceeds that of the monarch himfelf; 
while, though they are not entirely diverted 
of awe for the throne, yet, by forming con- 
federacies with the neighbouring princes, or 
amongrt themfelves, they become, in their 
turn, objeds of apprehenfion to the fovereign. 

I could adduce many inrtances of the above 
from hiftory, if they were not as generally 
known, as the truth of the propolition is 
clear and evident. 

There are three methods by which, ac- 
cording to my judgment, the power and dig- 
nity of large and extenlive empires, can be, 
and have been, cemented and maintained. 

Firrt, by means of the laws, the execution 
of which belongs exclulively to the monarch, 

to 
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to which he, as well as his lieutenants, arc, 
at the fame time, fubjedl, and whereby both 
he and they are kept within bounds, and pre- 
vented from oppreiling the lower ranks, fo 
that they may not have any caufe or induce- 
ment to oppofe the juft authority of the 
prince, to rife in rebellion againft him, or put 
themfelves under the protection of a foreign 
power. 

Next, by means of fuperftition, by which 
fubjeCls attached by religious prejudice to the 
family of their princes, on account of the 
fupernatural origin to which they may lay 
claim, believe that their whole welfare de- 
pends upon the confervation of that race. 
The monarcfi is hereby enabled to rule with 
the moft abfolute fway, as long as this belief 
is predominant, without having ever any 
caufe to fear that any one will be fool-hardy 
enough to oppofe his will. We have an ex- 
ample of this in the ancient Peruvians, who 
were moft firmly perfuaded that their kings 
were the children of the fun, and that they 
brought with them to earth an heaYenly 
bond that the people over whom they reigned 
fliould always profper; whence many of that 
nation preferred to fuffer death with their laft 

king. 
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king, Atha Balipa. than liv'^e to encounter 
the evils threatened under another govern- 
ment. 

In this fame manner, too, Thevpnot in- 
forms us that the Petfians are firmly affured 
that no one can have, or has, any title to be 
their fovereign, but one that is a defcendant 
from one of the twelve Imams, of whom 
Ali was the firft ; that they, in confequence, 
never look upon him but with fear and trem- 
bling, and have fuch refpeft for him, and 
pay fo blind an obedience to all his orders, 
that, how unjuft foever his commands may 
be, they perform them, though againft all 
law, both of God and Nature 

Likewife that the Janilfaries, in the Turk- 
ifli empire, though in their mutinies they 
Ibmetimes depofe and murder their fove- 
reigns, yet they fo much relpeft the blood of 
their prince,' and have fo great a veneration 
for the race of the firft Othoman or Os- 
man, that they never fo much as dream of 
altering the fucceflion from that family f . 

In the third place, another means of add- 

* Suite du V yage du Levant, tern. III. chap, xi, and xiii. 
F tyage du Levant^ tom. I, p. 243. 

ing 
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iiig ftrength and fecurity to empire, is that 
of conqueft, by which the fear and re- 
ipedt of the fubjeds for their vidtorious mo- 
narch are more and more augmented, and 
his greatnefs and power are magnified much 
beyond what they really are, while his re- 
fentment and revenge are dreaded for the 
flighteft offence. It is by this that that 
flavifh fear is created, which Montesquieu 
fuppofes a neceflary foundation of arbitrary 
power i and we find his obfervation verified 
both in ancient and modern hiftory. 

As long as Carthage waged war againft 
the Romans, with equal fortune, fhe held 
her conquered provinces, and Spanifli fub- 
jedls, in controul, notwithftanding they were 
oppreffed by numberlefs vexations, by ex- 
tortions of money, and by requifitions of 
men, which exhaufled the land ; their bear- 
ing thefe injuries could only be afcribed to 
the fear of the power, and vengeance of the 
Carthaginians. But no fooner did Carthage 
ceafe to conquer, and her power begin to 
decline, than they fhook off their fears, and 
either chofe other mafters, or reinflated 
themfelves in their original Rate of inde- 
pendence, 
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Juft fb it was, too, with Rome herfelf, 
when fhe had no conquefts to boaft of 
out of Italy y and when involved in the firft 
and fecond Punic wars i efpecially in the be- 
ginning of the latter, v'hen fortune fmiled 
upon the arms of Carthage^ their furround- 
ing allies, or rather their fubjedls, imme- 
diately difmilTed all apprehenfions of the re- 
fentment of Rome ; and when they faw her 
deprived of the Camilli, the Quintii, the 
Fabricii, and other great and confummatc 
generals, who had fo often made them feel 
the power of the Roman people, they ceafed 
to pay her their obedience. 

Afterwards, when the Roman empire had 
attained the fummit of glory, and of great- 
nefs, and began to bow' under its own un- 
wieldy weight, when conquefts were no 
more heard of, and no new nations received 
the Roman yoke, firft the more remote and 
then the nearer nations fliook off their al- 
legiance to ' the tottering coloffus, or were 
fubducd by others hitherto unnoticed and 
unknown, till they gradually left tq Rome 
no more than the lhadow of what fhe was. 

Not to fay any thing more of other mo- 
narchies, the Mogul empire, and that of 

Hindoftan 
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Hindoftaa have undergone the fame fate^ 
As long as their fovereigns were conque- 
rors, no one dared to rife againft them, 
and if they did, they were without delay 
brought again to their obedience : but no 
fboner did conqueft leave the imperial ban- 
ners upon the death of Aurengzebe, than 
each of the conquered princes, and the lieu- 
tenants of the Mogul, no longer reftrained 
by the fear of their lbvereign‘s vengeance, 
who waged no other wars than with his 
own relations, and who could do little 
without their affiftance, renounced their de- 
pendence upon the court of Dehly, difre- 
garded the mandates of the Mogul, and 
ufurped the fovereign authority of their re- 
fpeflive diftriSs. 

The journal of Mr. Ketelaar, who 
went as ambaflador from our Company to 
the court of the great Mogul, in the years 
1 71 1 and 1712, thus only four or five years 
after the death of Aurengzebe, affords fe- 
veral examples of the way in which the or- 
ders of the court were obeyed by the go- 
vernors of the provinces : and this has at 
laft brought the empire- into that ftate of de- 
bility, that it has not been able to repel a 
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handful of Europeans, nor to prevent them 
from penetrating into the moft interior parts 
of the empire, and making themfelves maf- 
ters of the richeft provinces. 

Bengali Bahar, Ortxa, part of Coromandel^ 
and Surat, are now almoft wholly under 
the dominion of the Englifh, and the trea- 
fures which formerly flowed into the coffers 
of the emperor from thefe wealthy domains, 
are now diverted to the purpofe of main- 
taining their prefent mafters in the pofleflion 
of them. 

The wars which that natiop have waged 
in thofe countries are well known ; but as 
no true idea can be formed of the adtual 
political fituation of Surat, without being 
acquainted with the manner in which the 
Englifh became mafters here, and have con- 
tinued till now in pofreffion of the caftle, 
upon which that of the city depends, I 
fhall communicate the particulars thereof, 
firft, according to their own accounts, and 
then agreeable to ours, where they may 
differ. 

The Mogul emperor, having much in- 
terefl in the preferving the navigation and 
trade to and from Surat, free from molefta- 
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tiori, and not being inclined to toaintain a 
naval power himfelf, entered into a con- 
traft with the Siddee, an Arabian, who, 
though of an obfcure origin, had found 
means ' to colleft a fleet fufEcient to ren- 
der the neighbouring coaffs infecure *, and 
he nominated him his admiral, with a yearly 
revenue of three lacks of rupees, or four 
hundred and fifty thoufand gilders, for which 
he was to keep the coaft free from the 
ravages of pirates. The payment of this 
fum was made, partly out of the revenues 
of fome adjacent lands, and partly from 
the revenues of Surat^ which was to be an- 
nually paid him by the governor of that 
place. 

But when the government of Surat failed 
in the payment thereof, about the year 1 7 ^o, 
or 1751, the Siddee took an opportunity, 
under the colour of claiming his arrears, to 
fend fome of his cruifers into the river of 
Surat, at a time when the monfoon was 

* The Siddee was chief of a colony of Coffrees, or 
negroes, f om the coaft of Africa, and from Madagafiar, who 
having been fettled at Dundee-Eajapore, carried on a confidc- 
rable trade there, and had likewife many velTels of force. 
Cambridge's ff^ar in India, page 216, T. 
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fetting in, and then made a pretence of the 
feafon for their remaining there, which does 
not appear to have excited the fulpicion of 
the governor of Surat. Siddee Mussoot, 
the commander of the fquadron, profiting by 
this fupinenefs, made ufe of the opportunity 
to get fome kind of footing in the govern- 
ment, and to feize unexpedledly on the 
caftle ; which he held till his death, which 
happened in the year 1756, and left the pot- 
fefiion of that fortrels to his fon, as his law- 
ful fucceflbr. 

Mussoot not only retained the govern- 
ment of the caftle, but greatly encroached on 
that of the town, and appropriated to himfelf 
one-third of its revenues. Another third 
had long fince been annually paid to the 
Marattas, and by them farmed out to an 
officer who refides at Surat. The walls 
of the town, with the affiftance of the 
Europeans who have fadlories there, are a 
ftifficient defence againft thefe plunderers; 
but as they are at all times mafters of the 
whole country up to the very gates, it has 
been thought expedient to pay them duly 
their allotment, rather than fubjedl the in- 
land trade to the many delays and difficul- 
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ties with which it is in the power of the 
Marattas to clog and interrupt it. They 
are continually hovering about the place, 
and watching for invitations, which through 
the inconftancy and fludluation of the go- 
verning powers of the city and caftle, they 
might eafily receive; and though they know 
that the confequence of their admiflion into 
the town would be the ablblute lofs of their 
revenue for the future (for their govern- 
ment, wherever eftablilhed, is fatal to 
trade), yet from their habitual paffion for 
plunder, they are ever feeding themfelves 
with hopes that fome governor, in the de- 
cline of his power, will open the gates and 
invite them to a prefent booty, which no 
arguments of reafon or policy could reftrain 
them from feizing. 

One Meah Atchund had applied to 
them for their affiftance, to turn out Novas 
Allee Chan from the government, who 
likcwhfe entertained a fecret correfpondence 
with fome of the Maratta chiefs, and to 
be himfclf invefted with the government, 
Meah Atchund v'as brought by a party 
of Marattas from Poona to the walls of the 
town. Having fo far availed of their affift- 
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ance, he difcarded them ; for the Siddee* 
preferring him to Novas Allee Chan, 
whom he thought to be more dangeroufly 
connedled with the Marattas, agreed to join 
Meah Atchund, and eftablifh him in the 
city, upon the condition that he would ab- 
Iblutely renounce their alliance. 

The government of the city being thus 
continually weakened by the encroachments 
of the caftle upon the town, it was daily 
expedled that the Marattas would take ad- 
vantage of this Hate of anarchy, to make 
themfelves mafters of the city, for which 
the internal ftate of the place feemed to be 
fully ripe, by t^e lawlefs behaviour of the 
Siddee’s fon, who filled the city with riot 
and murders, while new exactions and ad- 
ditional burdens were daily laid upon trade, 
and grew to be intolerable. 

In the year 1758, earneft application was 
made to Mr. Ellis, the Englifh chief at 
Surat, by the principal merchants and in- 
habitants of the city, defiring him to recom- 
mend it to the prefidency of Bombay, to fit 
out an expedition for the taking poireffion 
of the caftle and tanka (which was the ap- 
pellation given to the yearly confideration 
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paid to the Siddee, for the prote6lion of 
the coaft from pirates). They enforced 
their felicitations by entering into an ob- 
ligation to become refponfible, for five years, 
for any deficiency in the revenues of the 
caftle and tanka^ which were eflimated at 
two lacks of rupees per annum. 

Pharrass Chan, who had been naibi or 
deputy-governor, to Meah Atchund, and, 
properly fpeaking, the a<3:ing magiftrate, had 
regulated the police to the fatisfadion of 
the whole city; it was therefore propofed to 
have him tor governor, fince he had fuf- 
ficieiitly fhewn how well he was qualified 
for it by his condu6t and behaviour while he 
a61:ed as fecond. 

Thefe propofals were the more readily 
approved and accepted, as the Englifli com- 
plained that they had been often grievoufly 
opprelfed by frauds, extortions, and many 
impediments thrown purpofely in the way 
of their bufinefs ; as alio by frequent in- 
fults, violences, and even murders, com- 
mitted on their fervants, with a total difre- 
gard to the protedion and privileges of the 
Company. 

It was alfo a confideration of no fmall 
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weight, that the polTeffion of the caftle 
would be a fecurity againft entertaining ap- 
prehenfion of the Marattas. 

Thefe were arguments for undertaking 
fuch an enterprize at any time ; but what 
determined the prefidency of Bombay to 
come to a decilive relblution on the fubjedl, 
and at laft caufed the expedition to take 
place, was the weight and influence of the 
fquadron of meii-of-war which was at 
Bombay in the year 1759, under Admiral 
PococK, who promifed to reinforce the 
Company’s armament with two of his fhips. 

Mr. Ellis had taken great pains to ob- 
tain a thorough knowledge of the flate of 
affairs, and interefts of the feveral perfons 
concerned in the government of the city 
and caftle, during his rcfidence there and 
had, with no lefs judgment, concerted a 
plan for fettling it upon a better eftablifh- 
ment. 

Mr. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr. Ellis, 
communicated to the governor and council 
of Bombay, the bell information he could 
procure of the pofture of affairs in Surat, in 
the beginning of the year 1759. 
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He wrote, that he found Meah Atchund 
governor of the town, but with fo little 
power, that the Siddee did not fo much 
leave him the nomination of the officers pro- 
perly belonging to him ; and thofe of the 
Siddee’s party, who had been moft inftru- 
mental in lowering the authority of At- 
chund, were apprehenlive of his entertain- 
ing a correfpondence with the Marattas. 

The dread of thole ravagers, and the 
frequent murders which were committed 
with impunity, fince the government of the 
city had ceafed to be relpedable, had intimi- 
dated the inhabitants to fo g.-eat a degree, 
that many confiderable traders and people 
of fubftance had left the place, entertaining 
at the fame time, apprelienfions of being 
plundered in the conteft between the two 
par ties i and thofe who ftaid, were fincerely 
defirous that the caftle fhould be in the 
hands of the Englilh Company, from the 
confidence, which they alleged, that they had 
in the Engiifin, and the opinion they enter- 
tained of the humanity and juftice of their 
governmeiit ; irufting, that fo long as they 
poiTcffed tlie caftle, they would have influ- 
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ence enough in the town to prevent the 
violence and oppreffion which had too long 
raged without controul. 

Belides the invitation from the W'hole 
mercantile intereft, overtures were made to 
Mr. Spencer by two of the principal men 
in the government, Siddee Jaffier and 
Velley Ullah, who engaged to contri- 
bute all in their p>ower towards fecuring the 
caftle and tanka for the Company, upon 
condition that they fhould agree to make 
Pharrass Chan governor of the town; or 
in cafe it- fhould be found too great a dif- 
ficulty to fet Atchund afide, that the Com- 
pany fhould bring Pharrass Chan to Su- 
rety with their forces, and place him in the 
government, by agreement, as naiby or de- 
puty- governor, to Atchund. 

The principal motive of Siddee Jaffier 
was the prefervation of his large property, 
which he could not but apprehend to be in 
great danger under fo anarchical a govern- 
ment, notvv^ithflanding his influence Math 
both parties. 

Velley Ullah a6led upon .different 
principles : he had formerly been a depen- 
dant on Novas Allee Chan, and had 
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facrificed him to Me ah Atchund, with 
whom he held the fame place, but with a 
greater degree of influence ; and this he was 
fuppofed to ufe without any fcruple, for 
betraying his new mafter to the Siddee : 
confcious of this, and aware of the diftrufl: 
which Atchund muft naturally have of 
him, from his known infincerity, he was 
for embracing any opportunity of fecuring 
himlelf, by overthrowing or weakening that 
power which he had juft reafon to fear. 

From the charadler of thefe people, there 
was very little reliance to be placed in their 
profelTions of friendfhip, and promifes of af- 
liflance ; it was therefore of much greater 
confequence to the fuccefs of the defign, to 
examine into the force that was to oppofe it, 
than to be vainly looking after that which 
was too precarious to be depended on for 
fupport. 

It was foon difcovered that the Siddee 
had about two thoufand men in pay; after 
deducing from which, fuch as were em- 
ployed in domeftic fervices, or kept merely 
for parade, there mignt remain a body of 
about ieventeen hundred, compofed of va- 
rioub people, Moors, Gentooo, Arabs, Pa- 
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tans, and others ; but they were allowed to 
be a better corps than Atchund’s fepoys, 
who were in number about four thoufand. 
To this body were to be added luch a num- 
ber as they could be expedted to raife upon 
the news of the preparations at Bombay for 
an inteixded attack. At the fame time it 
was conhdered, that a body of men fo raifed 
could be no great addition of real ftrength, 
fince they were not likely to behave thetfi- 
lelves as foldiers, on the mere confideration 
of a few days’ pay, well knowing that they 
Ihould be dilcharged as foon as ever the 
affair was decided. There feemed, there- 
fore, to be but one thing to be apprehended, 
which was, that Atchund, or even the 
SiDDEE, might, in diftruft of their own 
ftrength, fly to the defperate refource of 
calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay^ now fully ap- 
prized of all particulars, and being princi- 
pally upon their guard againft the laft-men- 
tioned fatality, determined upon attempting 
the enterprize. No danger was to be ap- 
prehended by fea, for, befides the afliftance 
of two fhips from the fquadron of Admiral 
PococK, it is to be obfervcd, that the Sid- 
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DEE, who enjoyed the tanka on condition 
of keeping up a fleet for the Mogul, had 
fo far fallen off in the performance of that 
condition, that his marine was by no means 
capable of oppofing the Ihips of the Com- 
pany. 

The troops appointed for the expedition 
confifted of eight hundred and fifty Euro- 
peans, artillery and infantry, and fifteen 
hundred fepoys ; they were under the com- 
mand of Captain Maitland of the royal 
regiment of artillery, and embarked on 
board of the Company’s armed veflels, com- 
manded by Captain Watson, who failed on 
the 9th of February, and landed them on 
the fifteenth *. 

When Captain Maitland approached 
the town, he found that fome of the Sid- 
dee’s people had taken poft in the French 
garden, whence he diflcdged them, after a 
hot difpute of four hours, in which he loft 
twenty men. He then direfted the engi- 
neer to look out tor a proper place for a bat- 


• The troops were landed at a place called Dentilo^ry, about 
nine miles fro ^. Surat, where they encamped three or four 
days, for rcfrcfliment. T. 
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tery, which was ereAed in the night, and on 
the next day, and alfo on the three following, 
a brilk fire was kept up from two four-and- 
twenty pounders, and a thirteen-inch mortar. 
The enemy had taken polTeffion of the Eug- 
lifh garden (wharf^ and the Siddee s bunder 
(Jenghi bander^ oj cuftom-houfe), and had fe- 
cured them with works and firong pallifadoes. 
After this continued firing, without any ap- 
parent efFefl:, Captain Maitland called a 
council of war, compofed of military and 
marine officers, when they concerted a plan 
for a general attack, and refolved to carry 
it into execution the next morning. In 
purfuance of this plan, the Company’s grab 
and bombketches * warped up the river in 
the night, and anchored oppofite to the 
bunder early in the morning ; and then a 
ofeneral attack began from the vefl’els and a 
battery, with a defign to drive the enemy 
from their batteries, and fo facilitate the 
landing of the infantry, who were embark- 
ed on board the boats. The firing lafted 
till after eight, when, upon a fignal made, 

*■ The large (hips were of no ufe, the Bombay grab of 
twenty guns, and four bombketches, being the only veflels 
that had water enough to go into the river. 71 
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the boats put off, and landed under cover of 
the veflels, the military being greatly af- 
lifted by the condu6l and gallant behaviour 
of Captain Watson. They foon put the 
enemy to flight, and took pofleflion of all 
the outer town. 

There ftill remained the inner town and 
caftle. In order to attack them both at 
once, three mortars were planted at the dif- 
tance of about {even hundred yards (one 
hundred and feventy-five roods) from the 
callle, and five hundred yards (one hundred 
and twenty-five roods) from the wall of 
the inner town. 

About fix in the morning the mortars be- 
gan to play very brilkly, and continued to do 
fo till two the next morning. The cannonad- 
ing and bombardment put the befieged into 
fuch a confternation, that they never re- 
turned one gun. 

Several meffages pafTed, during the attack, 
between the principal perfoiis in the town, 
and Mr. Spencer, who uled his utmoll en- 
deavours to place Pharrass Chan in the 
government ; but it appeared that his friends, 
notwithilanding the hopes they had given, 
made not the leafi; effort in his behalf, even 

after 
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after the Englifh had been two days in pof- 
feflion of the outer town, but fignified to 
Mr. Spencer, that they chofe Pharras 
Chan flrould be naib, and that the govern- 
ment fhould be continued to Atchund. 

Thefe confiderations, added to the ex- 
pence of ftores, and the lofs of men by the 
cafualties of war and defertion, made it im- 
prudent to perfift in bringing in Pharrass 
Chan, againft the inclination of his former 
partizans, and the intereft of Atchund, 
who, fhould he be thereby provoked to unite 
with the SiDDEE, might fruftrate the whole 
defign. It was therefore agreed to propole 
this plan to Atchund and his party, offer- 
ing to fecure the government to him on con- 
dition of Pharrass Chan being made naib, 
and the Englilh ellablilhed in the polfeffion 
of the caflle and tanka, Mr. Spencer ac- 
cordingly fet on foot a treaty with At- 
chund, and the following agreement was 
ratified on both fides : 

“ Agreeable to your defire, I fent a per- 
“ fon to you, by whom you advifed me ver- 
“ bally of your demands; and with fincerity 
“ of heart I now write the particulars I can 

agree to, which are as follows 


[Atchund’s 
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[ATCHUKD’^ Seal.'\ 
“Article I. ThatPHAR- 
“ RAss Chan fliall be ap- 
pointed to the office of 
“ naih, in its greateft ex- 
“ tent, as in the time of 
“ SuFFDAiR Chan, and 
“ nobody but himfelf (hall 
“ interfere in thefaid poft.” 

“ II. That whatever ar- 
“ tides Pharrass Chan 
“ has given in writing, or 
“ promifed, to the honour- 
“ able Company (the par- 
“ ticulars of which cannot 
“ be drawn out at prefent, 

“ and muft be deferred till 
“ we can meet), fhall be 
“ fully complied with,with- 
“ out the kaft diminution.” 

“ III. That the Mecca - 
“ gate fhall be opened, and 
“ our troops admitted, and 
‘‘ we &all join our. forces, 
“ to drive our enemy out 
“ of the town.” 

“IV. The above articles 
“ a perfon in your behalf 
“ demanded, all which I 
“ agree to, and will com- 
“ ply with, and the go- 
“ vernment fliall be con- 
“ tinned to me in full au- 
“ thority ; and to the above 
“ I have put my own feaJ, 
“ and Meek Cootsodeen 
“ will 
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[CoqTBOdEen’j SealJ ] 

“ Article I. Agreeable to 
“ this article, I fully con- 
“ fent to Pharrass Chan’s 
“ appointment.” 


“ II. Whatever Phar- 
“ rass Chan has written, 
“ or promifed to do for the 
“ honourable Company, I 
“ will ftand to without the 
leaft alteration.” 


“ III. The Mecca - gate 
“ fhall be opened, your 
“ troops admitted, and join- 
“ ed by mine, to drive out 
“ the enemy.” 

“ IV. Agreed to ; and 
“ that we fhall adt jointly 
“ in turning the enemy out 
“ of the town. Whatever 
“ the honourable Company 
“ have demanded, I agree 
« to.” 
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“ will Cgn and feal the 
“ fame, after which you 
“ muft fend a counterpart 
“ of this writing, with the 
“ honourable Company’s 
“ feal affixed.” 

A counterpart of the above articles were 
fealed with the honourable Company’s feal, 
and fent to Atchund, on the fourth of 
March, 1759. 

As foon as thele articles were executed, 
Atchund immediately opened the inner 
town gate, and ordered a party of men to 
affift in bringing the Siddee to terms ; who 
being acquainted with this jundtion, was 
convinced that it muft be impoffible for him 
to hold out againft their combined force, and 
the general voice of the people. 

After many repeated meflages, with a 
variety of propofals, it was at laft agreed, 
that the Siddee’s people fliould have liberty 
to march out with their arras and accoutre- 
ments, and allb be permitted to take away 
all their valuable effedts, and even the com- 
mon furniture of their houfes. 

The whole of this was effedled with the 
greateft regularity, and the Englilh were 
peaceably put in pofleffion of the caftle and 
tanka. 


The 
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The guns and ammunition found in the 
caftle were fecured for the Company, as alfo 
the veflels and naval ftores, till fuch time as 
the Mogul’s pleafure was known. As loon 
as the grants arrived from Deb/y, appointing 
the Company admiral to the Mogul, the 
fliips and ftores belonged to them, of courfe, 
as part of the tanka 

The 

* It Ihould be remarked, that thcfe grants were folicited and 
obtained before the murder of the Mogul, and the revolution 
at Dehly ; and arrived fome time after the reduftion of the 
caftle. The two principal grants were as follows : 

Firman, or order, under the great Mogul’s feal, and under- 
fealed by his vizier, for the honourable Company’s holding 
the government of the caftle oi S. r.-u 

“ Let the renowned among the people, the Erglilh Com- 
“ pany, hope for his inajefty’s favour; and be it Known unto 
“ them, that in thefe happy and vidlorious times, his majefty 
“ has been pleated, out of his great grace and favour, lo grant 
“ unto them the kdlidaree, or government, of the caftie of 
“ Surat , on its being taken from Mussoor Achmed Ci: \n; 
“ it therefore is reqiiifite that they ihould be very grateful for 
“ this his majefty’s fat our, and look particularly to the welfare 
“ of the caftle, keeping proper order and dif- pline among the 
“ troops, and having piovifions, ftores, and ammunition al- 
“ ways in readinefs, as has been uriial, which is ftriiftly and 
“ efpecially required of them by his majeftv.” 

“ Given on the eleventh day of M',hor, m, and m thefixth 
« year of his majefty’s reign (or 4th of September, 1759).” 

H'j>.yid Haohim, or order, under the fcal of the nabob vizier, 

Ulma 
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The killed and wounded on the fide of 
the Englifh, in this expedition, did not 
amount to more than one hundred Euro- 
peans, but the lofs by defertion was greater. 

This particular account of the tranfaftion 
is drawn from the Account of the War in 
India, by Richard Owen Cambridge* 
printed at London, 1761 ; where likewile 
are detailed the articles of agreement which 
the Englilh entered into with the Marattas 
on this head 

The 

UiMA Maieck Bahadour, to the Englifli Company, ac- 
companying the firman. 

“ May his majefty’s favour ever remain upon the brave and 
“ noble Englifli Company. It has pleafed his roajefty to grant 
“ unto you the office of kiUedar (or caftle-governor) of the 
“ bunder oi Surat, vacant by the difmifGrin of Hoffis Amed 
Chan ; as alfo the office of deroga (or admiral) of the great 
“ fleet of the ataid bander, vacant by the difmilfion of Siodee 
“ Yacood Chan. Iherefore, agreeable to his order, you 
1' are now direfted to take particular care of the proper ex- 
“ ecutioii of the above offices, by looking well to the welfare 
“ of thecaftle, and prefervation of tne merchants, &c. on the 
high feas, keeping them clear of pirates and rovers who 
‘‘ may infeft them. This is pofitively retjuired of you.” T, 

* The following are the articles of agreement, between 
the Englifli Company, and the Marattas, alluded to : 

“ I. As the SiDDEE at Surat has not only become trouble- 
fome for many years to the honourable Company, the 
“ Circar (the Maratta officers), the merchants, &c. but has 
voi. HI. “ poflcfled 
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The accounts which were given me of 
the matter in our fa6tory at Surat-, differ, in 

fome 

pofTeffed himfelf of the cafile, anti ufurped the government 
“ of the place, to the entire ruin of trade, and of the city 
“ of Siraf, it is therefore agreed, between the Circar and 
“ the honourable Company, to turn him out of Surut, that 
“ every body may be eafy there, to puiiue his own advan- 
“ tage, and for the general benefit of the place.” 

“ II. That the Englifli (hall have the foie power and au- 
“ thority to make any man nabob there, and the Circur lhall 
approve fuch eledlion without hefitation ; and they (the 
“ Eng:ifti) fliall have the fame power and authority to turn 
“ him out, by informing the Circar, who will not have 
“ any objection to it, fliould he prove a bad man, in any 
“ refptifl;, towards the merchants, or any body elfe.” 

“ III. That the nabob, &c. fliall make no alterations in 
the cuftoms on goods, &c. but let that article, and every 
“ thing elfe, remain as at prefentr’ 

“ Iv'^. That the caftle, when taken, fliall be poflefled by 
“ the Englifli, and they fliall have the foie command of it 
“ for the fafcty of the place, and benefit of the government, 
“ and for u’hich they fliall receive the ufual allowance,” 

“ V. That when the Siddee at Surat is turned out, the 
“ tania which he had for maintaining a fleet, fliall be divided 
“ yearly in three (hares, viz. to the Circar, to the Company 
“ and to the Nabob, each one-third.” 

“ VI. That the Circar fliall receive, as ufiial, from the 
“ government, what is juftly due to them, and pay out of it 
“ what is due to Dair.ojee, but both the Circcr’s and Damojee’s 
“ officers and people are to give afliftance, for the greater im- 
“ post and export of goods, &c. to and from Su,at.'’ 

“ VIE That the nabob, or governor, of Sara/ fliall re^ 

“ ceive, 
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fome meafure, from the foregoing j they 
were as follows : 

The governor of the city of Surat was, 
in the year 1750, a Moor of an obfcure 

“ ceive, as ufual, what is due to him from the drear and 
“ Damojee, for the country without Surat gates.” 

“ VIII. That fhould there be any quarrel or difturbance 
“ within the town, and there be an occafion for putting a 
“ flop to any thing any where out of the gates of Surat, the 
“ Circar’s people are to do or delift from the fame, conforma- 
“ ble to the defire of the Englifti, and not otherwife ; aiui 
“ thofe officers and people are not to offer to meddle in any 
“ affairs of the Surat government, or Ihew any moleftation to 
“ the fame.” 

After thefe propofals, it was extremely difficult to manage 
the Marattas, who were continually interfering. During the 
ftege, a body of theft troops approached Surat, and defined to 
be admitted to aft in concert with the Englifti : but as fuch 
an affair would have difgufted the Moors in the town, Mr. 
Sj ENCER managed fo as to wave it without offence ufing, at 
the fame time, all pofliblc precautions to prevent the Marattas 
from having any intercourfe with the Siddee, or Atchund, 
with both of whom they had been tampering, notwithftand- 
ing their proteifions to the Company. .At laft he found it 
necelTa.y to declare, that he would not allow of any force 
appearing before the place, while the Englilh were carrying 
on their operations againft it. T. 

* Mr. Cambridge aptly remarks, that it is a great im- 
propriety to call the Mahomedan conquerors of India by the 
name of Moors ; and yet, as the writers of all nations have 
always given them that appellation, it would now be a greater 
impropriety to deviate from that ufage. T, 


origin. 
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origin, who had raifed himfelf into import- 
ance by treachery, and maintained his ill- 
gotten power by corruption, and by the aid 
of the Englifli He acknowledged, it is 
true, the great mogul for his lord para- 
mount, but he paid little regard to his com- 
mands. He had likewife, it is true, feveral 
co-regents, who, on account of their great 
wealth, were much looked up to by the in- 
habitants ; but they had very little to lay 
in the aftual adminiftration of the govern- 
ment. He had even fucceeded in intro- 
ducing his fon as governor of the caftle, 
who was a youth, who dared not do any 
thing without the concurrence of his fa- 
ther ; fo that the governor of the city was, 
at that time, if not wholly independent, yet 
entirely uncon trouled in his local govern- 
ment. 

This, however, was not of long duration ; 
for tke SiDDEE making himfelf mafter of 
the caftle, his great power, joined to a con- 
fummate and artful policy, enabled him to 
fettle almoft every thing according to his 
own liking : the governor was even obliged 
to fubmit to him, though externally the 
SiDDEE paid every refpea to his office. 


As 
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As long as this Siddee lived, he kept 
every thing in proper order. His moderation 
and equity prevented him from afling with 
much injuftice j the inhabitants enjoyed a 
tolerable ftate of tranquillity ; he took care, 
in particular, that the Englilh did not over- 
ftep the bounds of law and authority, when 
they thought they might freely launch out 
into cxcefles, upon the ground that they had 
afforded aid to the governor of the city. 

But no fooner did this Siddee die, but 
all was replete with confufion : his fon and 
fucceffor being ftill a child, could not be 
equal to his father in abilities, nor keep the 
city in repofc and peace : the flames of civil 
contention began to rage anew between 
fhofe who afpired to the government, and 
who, in their turns, fucceffi-s ely eftablifhed 
aqd depofed each other. One party had 
recourfe for affiftance to the Marattas ; an- 
other called in the aid of the Englifh. As 
the latter conceived that thefe commotions 
were very advantageous for their intereft, 
they formed a plan for getting pofTeffion of 
the caftle, and keeping it in their power for 
ever. 

For that purpofe, and in order to give the 

greater 
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greater appearance of juftice to their caufe, 
they firll: entered into articles of agreement 
with a certain Moor, called Paris Chan, 
who was at that time naib^ or deputy of ttie 
governor, which were figned at Bombay, on 
the 12th of March, 1 758, and a copy where- 
of, written in the Perfian language, was 
fent by Paris Chan himfelf, after he had 
conceived fome difguft with the Englifh, to 
our dirc£lor Senf, and which is ftill pre- 
ferved among the Company’s papers at Surat, 
being as follows : 

Tranjlation of the B erf an contra^, fgned be~ 
tween the Englijh Company and Paris 
Chan, by the mediation of Richard 
Bourchier, governor of the ifland of Bom- 
bay, in the month Reuel, or, according to the 
Europe an account, on the \ 2th of March, 1758, 

** Article I. The Englifh Company fhall 
be bound to eftablifh the faid Paris 
“ Chan as governor of Surat, by force of 
“ men and fhips, to place him in that go- 
“ vernment, and to give him their affiftance 
“ to maintain him in it.” 

“ II. The caftle of Surat, together with 
« its revenues, the ufual amount of the pay 

“ of 
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of the Sid DEE, fliall remain with the 
“ Englifh Company, who fnall enjoy the 
“ whole, in the fame manner as the Sid- 

“ DEE.” 

“ III. Paris Chan lhall be bound td 
“ take the charges of this war for his ac- 
count, and to defray them, out of the 
revenues and duties of Suraf, which lhall 
be fpecially bound as lecurity for the 
“ fame.” 

“ IV. Befides which, Paris Chan fhall 
further give, as a donation to the Euro- 
pean land and marine forces, t w o lacks 
“ of rupees, in order that they may not 
“ plunder the town, which fum fhall be 
“ levied upon the merchants and money-* 
“ changers.” 

“ V. The city-gate, fituated by the 
“ waterlide, and called Molnakeerkee, fhall 
“ always remain in the pofleffion of the 
Englilh, without that the governor fhall 
“ be allowed to difturb them in the leafl: 

therein. They (hall likewife have two 
“ other gates, one in the inner, and an- 
“ other in the outer towiij for their free 
** and uiicontrouled ingrels and egrefs, with- 

“ out 
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“ out that any one fhall ftop or hinder them 
therein.” 

“VI. Agreeable to the privileges granted 
“ by firmans to the Englilh Company, they 
“ fhall, together with the merchants under 
“ their protedion, be permitted to profe- 
“ cute their trade, according to cuftom, 
“ without being at all obftrudted by the 
“ government therein.” 

“ VII. The other European merchants 
“ (hall alfo freely profecute their trade, 
“ agreeable to the tenor of the grants they 
“ have obtained from the emperor, without 
“ being obftruded by any one therein.” 

“ VIII. Paris Chan fhall continue to 
“ pay to the Marattas one-third part of the 
“ revenues of Suraty in the fame manner as 
“ they have, for feveral years, received that 
“ allotment.” 

(underneath) 

The Seal of the Englilh Company. 

(and figned) 

“ Richard Bourchier, 
“ Paris Chan.” 

“ This tranllation is made from a copy 
“ of the aforefaid contraft, delivered by the 

“ faid 
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faid Paris Chan himfelf, to the brokers 
“ of the honourable Company, Mantcher- 
“ Gi, and Govenram.” 

(underneath) 

“ Tranflated as diflated by the Com- 
pany’s brokers. 

(figned) “ W. Smit.” 

This agreement with Paris Chan be- 
ing thus made, the prefidency of Bombay 
fent orders to Mr. Spencer, their chief at 
Surat, to leave no means untried in order 
to fecure the friendfliip of thofe who might 
be able to oppofe their enterprizes. As this 
gentleman was perfectly well adapted for 
fuch a commiffion, he loon efFe<51ed the ne- 
ceflary arrangements, and he had the ad- 
drefs not only to corrupt one of the princi- 
pal officers of the Siddee, who commanded 
in the caftle, for twenty thouland rupees (of 
which only five thouland were afterwards 
paid), but he engaged Mr. Taillefort, 
the then diredlor of our Company at Surat, 
to remain perfedtly inadive, and not to in- 
termeddle at all in the affair ; and as the 
oppofition of the Dutch was the greateft 
obllacle which he had to apprehend, he did 

not 
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not find much difficulty, after this bar was 
removed, the Siddee betrayed, and the 
governor of the city deftitute of authority, 
to get poffeffion of a town very ill provided 
with the means of defence. 

This narrative, which appears to me to 
bear more marks of veracity than that of 
the Engliffi, might afford fufficient matter 
for odious reflections, which will naturally 
prefent themfelves to the mind of every im- 
partial reader. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 

Great Power of the Englijh at Surat. — Their Abufe 
of it. — Particular Infiance of their Opprefiion . — 
Wretched Condition of the Natives. — War between 
the Englijh and the Marattas. — Occafion of it, ific . — 
The Expence of the Englijh Efiabliflment at Surat 
exceeds their Income fran it. — Some Particulars 
rejpebling their FaSlory. — The French Fallcry and 
Garden. — Humiliations they jufi'er from the Englijh, 
—The Portugueje. — Their Trade. — VEhen the 
Dutch were firfi efiablijhed here. 

T^HEEnglifli have now fo firmly eflab- 
lifhed therafelves here, that they give laws 
to all others ; and neither Europeans nor In- 
dians can do any thing without their Ipecial 
approbation. 

The governor of the city, or nabob, does 
not, in this refpedl, differ from the loweft 
inhabitant ; he muft obey their commands, 
although they fliew him externally fome 
honour, and will not, in public, allow that he 
is fubfervient to them. 

To give but one inftancc of their tyranny, 
as likewife of the implicit obedience which 

the 
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the nabob pays to their mandates, I will re- 
late the following occurrence, which took 
place during the time I was at Surat, 

A large number of horfes having been 
brought to Surat^ from the interior parts of 
the country, for fale, two of them were pur- 
chafed by the warehoufekeeper of our com- 
pany, Mr. Van C— — , for feven hundred 
rupees, and the money was immediately paid 
to the feller ; after which the purchafer 
had the horfes carried to his liable. It 
chanced that the lady of the French conlul 
*■ * * had juft before caufed an offer to be 
made for them ; but as the price could not be 
agreed upon, the horfes were fold to Mr. 

Van C . The lady was a high-minded 

woman, and conceived that (he ought to 
have the preference above others ; flie ac- 
cordingly intimidated the feller, who was an 
Indian, by means of the Englilh chief, Mr. 
Gambier, to fuch a degree, that he came 

to Mr. Van C , entreating him to take 

back the purchafe-money, and to give up 
the horfes ; but Mr. Van C- ■ ■ not liften- 
ing to his requeft, Mr. Gambier fent to alk, 
in his own name, for the horfes, threaten- 
ing that, in cafe of refufal, he would make 

his 
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his own people fetch them out of the ftable 
or would take them away from before the 
carriage,whenever they came over theEnglifli 
garden ; upon which the owner returned for 
anfwer, that he fhould wait the iffue of Mr. 
Gambier’s menaces. 

Gambier and the French conful, but 
cfpecially the former, who made it a point 
of honour to gain poffeflion of the horfes, 
got the nabob to interfere in the bufinefs. 
Accordingly, a fewdays afterwards, the nabob 
lent to Mr. Van C ■ >■, requefting that he 
might have a fight of the horfes, which were 
the occafion of fo much diflention ; he de- 
fired that they might be fent to his court, or 
durbar', and he fent aflurances to Mr. Van 
C— — with the mofi: folemn affirmation, 
upon his word of honour, that it was only 
to fatisfy his curiofity, and that as foon as he 
had viewed the horfes, he would fend them 
back again. 

Mr. Van C , relying upon the folemn 

aflurance, and the word of honour of the 
nabob, fent the horfes to him. They were, 
however, no fooner in his power, than he 

fent word to Mr. Van C that it was 

impoffible for him to fulfil his promifes, as 
Mr, Gambier pofitivcly infifled upon having 

the 
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the horfes ^ but he offered to give two of his 
own hoi fes inftead of them, which Mr. Van 

C might choofe from among the heft in 

his ftables, or that he would pay to Mr. 

Van C the money which he had dif- 

burfed for the horfes : but this offer was ret 

jeded; and Mr. Van C returned for 

anfwer, that he expeded to have his horfes 
back again. 

But he obtained no redrefs, the horfes 
were carried from the durbar to the French 
fadory ; Mrs. * * * and Mr. Gambier ob- 
tained their wifhes, and Mr. Van C— » 
Jofl his beautiful horfes. 

I believe that complaints were made by 
the Company on this fubjed, but no more 
regard was paid to thefe than to the repre- 
lentations of private perfons. 

Hence it may eafily be conceived, that, 
as the Englifh ad in fo arbitrary and cavalier 
a manner towards the nabob, and the o-q- 
vernors of the place, the poor natives are 
in a much worfe condition, having neither 
courage, money, power, nor protedors, to 
procure juftice to be done to them. 

Trade, too, has been declining from day 
to day ever fince the Englifh have played 
the mafters here, as has been more than 


once 
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once teftiHed to me by the company’s brokers, 
and by many principal Banian merchants. 

Xhey prefs the labourers and manufaflu- 
rers into their own lervice, and pay them no 
more than they think fit, and fometimes 
nothing at all. 

The common people are compelled by 
them to ferve as foldiers, and their lawful 
governors do not oppofe it. They cover the 
whole by the pjaufible allegation that they 
bear arms in the fervice of the mogul, and 
not in that of the Company. 

Nothing remains, therefore, for the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of Surat, but to offer up 
their prayers to the fupreme Being whom 
they adore, for deliverance from the tyranny 
of a nation, that know no bounds in pro- 
fperity, and offer up, without fcruple, the 
welfare of all others at the ftirine of their 
own Intereft, regardlefs of the happinefs oi 
mifery of their fellow- creatures. 

They thus not long ago involved their 
company in a war with the Marattas, the 
profpefts whereof are not now at all favour- 
able to them. 

The prince of the Marattas, who, from 
his capital city, fituated in the interior parts 

of 
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of the Decian, was called king of Poonaby 
having been made away with a few years 
before, by his brother, Raoa Bouwa*, the 
murderer made himfelf matter of that city 
and of the empire, to the prejudice of his 
nephew, the fon of the former king, without 
any apparent oppofition from any one. 

Having, as he conceived, nothing more 
to fear, he left Poonab, to vifit an old princett 
■who redded a f^w days’ journey off, and to 
whom, as fceras, from the accounts of this 
tranfadlion, to be the cafe, the Maratta 
princes perform fome a<tt of homage, upon 
their acceffion to the throne, in order to be 
confirmed by her in the government. 

The widow of the late king, and mother 
of the injured young prince, who had, by 
the powerful agency of corruption, brought 
moft of the head-men to favour her attempt, 
all which, by her dexterous management, 
remained a profound fecret to the ufurper, 
took this opportunity to feizc upon the capi- 
tal city, Poonah, in behalf of her fon, and to 


* Otherwife Roganaut-row. The wars carrietj on by 
the Biitilh in India, during and fubfequent to this period, 
have been recorded in fo many narratives yVen to the public, 
that it is needlefs to add any thing here on the fubjeft. T. 

purfuc 
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purfue Raga Bouwa with a confiderable 
body of forces. Unable to withftand her 
troops, the ufurper fled to Surat, and threw 
himfelf into the arms of the Englifli, to 
whom he made an offer to pay them eighteen 
lacks of rupees, if they would join their forces 
to his, and reinlfate him in the pofTeffion of 
his kingdom. 

This propofal was accepted by the prefi- 
dency of Bombay ; and reafons of fiifiicient 
plaufibility were adduced, to make it appear 
a meafurc well adapted to promote the in- 
terefts of their company. It was fettled, that 
a certain part of the eighteen lacks of rupees, 
promifed by Raga Bouwa (which, however, 
was not a very large portion) fhould be allot- 
ted to the company, in reimburfement of the 
expencGS of the war, whilft the greateft part 
of that fum was appropriated to their own 
ufe by the governor and council of Bombay, 
as a fmall recompence, forfooth, for the 
trouble which the profecution of this war 
would put them to. 

The event, however, by no means an- 
fwered their expedations. The army of the 
queen, inceffantly active to harafs the troops 
of Raga Bouwa, and his EngUfli allies, at 

laR 
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aft defeated them entirely in the year 1774 ? 
and they had even got polTeffionof the artillery 
of the Englifh, when their thirft of plunder 
loft them that advantage : the remainder of 
the united army was, however, forced to fly, 
with the tyrant, to Baroche, whilft the Poonah 
army laid wafte the countryr ound Surety and 
pillaged all the villages, even burning down 
to the ground the country-feat of the Englifli 
broker at Poule-parre^ which is no more than 
one Dutch mile from Surat, which city was 
in confequence thrown into the greateft con- 
fternation, as the enemy were expected to 
inveft it every moment ; but they retreated, 
without making any attempt upon the city. 

Raga Bouwa remained, in the mean 
while, in the Baroche country, where he did 
the fame thing as the army of Poonah did 
in the parts which they vifited. He defolated 
the furrounding country, and extorted as 
much money as he poilibly could from the^ 
inhabitants, without which it would have 
been impoffible for him to fatisfy the hungry 
bellies and empty purfes of his Englifh 
friends, whofe officers fared well by this 
campaign, efpecialiy thofe belonging to the 
artillery. 


In 
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In the mean time a new governor * had 
arrived in Bengal from Europe, who, when 
informed of this war, fent immediate orders 
to the prefidency of Bombay, to fufpend all 
operations, for the Ipace of fix months, or 
till further orders were given* 

Raga Bouwa and his confederates, thus 
difappointed in their views, remained en*“ 
camped with their army, between Baroche 
and Surat, till the month of Odober, 1775, 
when he came down, by degrees, as far as 
Naffary, fituate a few Dutch miles below 
Surat, without, however, being able to re- 
frain from leaving behind him, wherever he 
pafTed, traces of his lufl: of rapine and de- 
ilrudion. 

At laft the long-hoped-for permiflion to 
continue the war arrived from Bengal, in 
the month of December ; and it was afferted 
that a large number of troops were arrived 
at Bombay from Europe; and, if the accounts 
received fhortly before my departure were 
true, of which there was no reafbn to doubt, 
this reinforcement came at a very critical 
period, for the queen was faid to be march- 
ing with a very large army to attack Raga 

* Mr. Hastiitcs. 7". 

Bouwa, 
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Bouwa, and that fhe had encamped with 
her forces, at no greater diftance from him 
than forty cos, or twenty-two Dutch miles ; 
whilft one of the native princes,, who had 
declared himfelf in favour of the young 
prince, followed her footfteps with an aux- 
iliary army of fift^ thoufand men : againft 
this formidable force. Rag A Bouwa had no 
more than twenty-eight thoufand men, and 
the Englilh army amounted only to fourteen 
thoufand ; and they were thd lefs likely to 
make an efFeftual rcfiftance, as a violent dif- 
fention had juft before taken place between 
the two armies, in which even blood was 
fpilt, arifing from the circumftance that the 
Englifti had killed fbme oxen, which are 
cfteemed holy by the Marattas. 

From thefe accounts it appears that Surat, 
with relpe6t to the Englifti, is not a head- 
faftory, but fubordinate to the prefidency of 
Bombay, who fend one of their members to 
Surat, under the denomination of chief, to 
w'hom a council is given, in conjundtion with 
w'hom he fettles all matters occurring; at his 
fadlory, fubjedf, however, to the approbation 
of the governor and council of Bombay. 

It is eaffty to be conceived, that they drive 

the 
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the moft profitable trade here ; and yet, their 
gains, added to one third of the revenues of 
the city, are not fufficient to indemnify their 
company, for the heavy expence they mufi: 
incur here, efpecially for the maintenance 
of the military force they are obliged to keep 
up ; and it is faid, that they would not retain 
this obje61 of expence, were not Bombay 
chief fettlement in the weftern parts of Hin- 
dojlan, fituated upon a barren ifland, which 
mufi; draw all its articles of provifion from 
this place ; and likewife if this efiablifliment 
did not ferve them as a poll to maintain 
themfelves, in this part of Hindojian. 

Befides the caftle, of which they are the 
keepers in the name of the great mogul, 
they have a lodge, or fadlory, in the inner 
town, where, equally as we, their merchants 
muft refide ; as allb a garden, or wharf, 
which lies next to ours, but below it, to- 
wards the mouth of the river. 

Mofi: of the members of their council dwell 
difperfed in different parts of the inner and 
outer town. 

One of the members of the council, either 
the chief, or the next in rank to him, mufi: 
pafs the night in the city ; and the keys of 

the 
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the gates, which are ceded to them, are 
brought, to him in the evening, and taken 
away again in the morning. 

The French have likewife their lodge, or 
faftory, in the inner town, and a garden, 
fituate out of the Mocba^ or Attua-^dLic^ to 
which they have given the name of Bel Air, 
Before the abolition of their company, they 
had, like other nations, a chief ; but he is 
now called the French conful, and is ap- 
pointed as fuch by the king of France. 

* They are not allowed, as the other Euro- 
pean nations are, to hoifl: a flagat |:heir fadtory, 
or garden, though this privilege is not denied 
them at Cbandernagore, in Bengal. The 
Englifli will not permit them to d,: it here; 
and they will be deprived of this facibfadlion 
as long as that people retain any authority 
at Surat. Their conful was forced by the 
EnglKh, not long ago, to deftroy a flight of 
fteps behind his garden, defeending towards 
the river. The trade of the French here is 
likewife of very little importance. 

The Portuguefe were the firfl: Europeans 
who eftablifhed themfelves here : they are, 
at prefent, the leaft in power and relpedl. 
Their chi?f, who, it is laid, is a Jew, was 

put 
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put under a guard of fepoys by the mogul, or 
nabob, in his lodge, or factory, a Ihort time 
before my departure ; and he was guarded fo 
ftridlly, that fome fepoys were ftationed night 
and day in his chamber : this was occafioned 
by an affray which had taken place between 
his Haves and thofe of the nabob, and re- 
Ipeiiting which he refufed to give proper 
fatisfaclion. 

Their trade is but trifling ; yet it is not 
difadvantageous to the manufadturers of 
cloth, for they buy up thofe pieces which 
are rejedted by us, becaufe they do not agree 
with the pattern, and fend them to Goa, and 
thence to their fettlements on the coaft of 
Africa. 

The fhortnefs of the time I was at Surat, 
did not permit me to procure any further 
information refpedling the foreign nations 
that refort to Surat. 

The Dutch did not eftablifh themfelves 
here till feveral years after the Englifli ; and, 
if we calculate from the arrival of our firfl; 
diredtor, Peter van den Broecke, it was 
not before the year i6i6, that we had any 
eftablilhed trade here ; he left the fenior 
merchant, Peter Gillissen, and three 

others, 
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others, here, to difpofe of the goods they had 
brought, with the provifional approbation of 
the magiftrates of the city, till further orders 
fhould come from the king, or great mogul, 
to whom letters were written, craving pro- 
tection and fupport : but the firft firman was 
not received till the year 1 6 1 8, 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The Firmans granted to the Dutch EaJi~India Com- 
pany by the Moguls. — Enumeration and Particulars 
of them. — Refle5tions upcn them. — Tlhey are qf littU 
comparative Importance now that the Mogul Em- 
pire is, in a Manner, Jubjelied to the Englijh. 

TThE Jirmans, or letters-patent, figned by 
the great mogul himfelf, by which his will 
is made known to his viceroys and lieu- 
tenants*, are the foundations upon which 
all foreign nations build their privilege of 
trading in the empire of Hindojlan. 

Thofe which the Dutch Company have 
obtained from time to time, not without 
great trouble, and valuable prefents, are 
twenty-nine in number ; of which are pre- 
fcrved in the Company’s archives in Surat 
twenty-two originals, written in the Perfian 
language, and feven copies, the originals 

* A grant given by the mogul, is called a firman, or pbir- 
maund ; by the mogul’s fon, a r.ujharwn ; by the nabob, a per., 
nuanna j and by the vizier, a hcujbul-bonkum. T. 


whereof 
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whereof are kept at our fadories in Bengal y 
and on the coaft of Coromandel. 

I will enumerate the privileges granted to 
the Dutch by them, one by one, in order to 
give a better idea of the grounds upon which 
our commerce in the empire of Hindojlan 
refts : 

I. The firfl Jirman granted to the Dutch 
Eaft-India Company, is that of the year 
i6i8 of our era, or 1027 of the Hegira, by 
Jehaar Gier Absul Chan, prime mini- 
fter, or vizier, of Shah Selim, addrefled to 
the regents of Surat, in favour of the fenior 
merchant, and pro interim chief, Peter Gil- 
LissEN, and contains the following articles : 

1. That all help and friendlhip fhall be 
Ihewn to the Dutch, and no more fhall be 
exaded from them for cuftoms than is ufual 
in Surat. 

2. That the merchants who fell and buy 
their goods, fhall not be fuffered to be mo- 
lefted therein. 

3. That the prefents which they intend 
for the king, fhall be examined at the cuf- 
tomhoufe, fealed there, and fent thence to 
his majefly. 

4» That no one fhall be allowed to make 

any 
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any claim upon the efFedts of the Dutch who 
may die, but that they ihall be left un- 
touched to the difpofition of his lawful heirs, 

5. That no one fhall interfere in any dis- 
putes that may arife amongft them, but that 
the fame fljall be left to the decilion of their 
own chief, who is put over them. 

6. That no one of them fhall be com- 
pelled to embrace the mahomedan religion 
by force. 

7. That, according to ancient cuftom, no 
duties fhall be exadfed upon the provifions 
which they may want for their Ihips. 

8. That no injuftice fhall be done to 
them, under any pretence whatever j and 
care fhall likewife be taken that none be 
committed on their part. 

II. The Second was granted by Shah 
Jehaan, to Peter van den Broecke, 
diredlor of Surat, in the firft year of his 
majefty’s reign, being, according to our era, 
the year 1627, and containing the following 
articles : 

I. That the Company Ihall be allowed to 
make ufe of fuch brokers, as they may 
choofe to employ, in their operations of 
trade. 


2. That 
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2. That they fliall be allowed to purchafc 
all goods, as indigo, cotton, clotLs, filk, fait- 
petre, alcativas, and what they may further 
Hand in need of, at the market-price, with- 
out being hindered, or molefted therein, by 
any one. 

3. That they {hall have liberty to difpofe 
of their merchandize at whatever place, to 
whomfoever, and at whatever prices, they 
may choofe, without being prohibited from 
fo doing by any one. 

4. That no one fhall impofe a price upon 
their goods but thcmfelves. 

5. That no one fhall exad: from them 
any thing more than the cuflom and port- 
duties, and thefe only to the cuHomary 
amount. 

6. That each governor, or chief, of a 
diftrift, fhall be obliged to give their goods, 
imported or exported, fafe paflage, in and 
out of his diflrift. 

7. And laflly, that they fliall be allowed 
to hire a lodge, or faftory, in Agra and 
Amedabad. 

III. The third, granted by the fame Shah 
Jehaah, to the diredor, John van Has- 
SELT, in the fourth year of his majeHy’s 


reign. 
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reign, being the year 1040 of the Ueglrd, 
and 1631 of the chriftian era, is to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

1. That no one lhall be permitted to exadt 
any other cnftom-duty upon the wares, mer- 
chandize, &c. of the Dutch, than fuch as 
they cuftomarily pay to the government of 
Surat. 

2. That, therefore, nothing lhall be re- 
quired or exacted from them at other places. 

3. That they may in confequence fend ofF 
their goods, for the maintenance of friend- 
Ihip, in the lands of the king, with perfedl 
tranquillity. 

IV. The fourth, granted equally by Shah 
Jehaan, to the diredlor, John van Has- 
SELT, in the lixth year of his majefty’s reign, 
or 1042 of the Hegira, in the month Rebuel 
Same, being the year 1632, ffcates : 

1. That the Company may hire camels, 
carts, and whatever they may further ftand 
in need of, without being molefted therein 
by any one. 

2. That all governors, rulers, guards, and 
others, in places where the Dutch may ar- 
rive, Ihall obey this order. 


3. That 
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5. That it is their cuftora to hire carts ia 

4gra. 

The fourth article of the firft firmaii is 
plfo Confirmed by this. 

V. The fifth, granted by the fame prince 
to the diredtor of Surat, Peter van dee 
Graaf, in the fcventh year of his majefty’s 
feign, the 1043d of the Hegira, contains th? 
following articles : 

1. The fifth article of the fecond, and the 
firft and fecond articles of the third, Jirman, 
arc hereby confirmed. 

2. That they, namely, the Dutch, are 
exempt from all other charges j and that, 
therefore, the governors (hall prohibit all 
rajahs, polygars *, &c. from taking any 
thing elfe from the Dutch, and from moleft- 
ing them in any cafe. 

3. That their brokers who traffic in in- 
digo, faltpctre, piecegoods, and other articles, 
at Agra, Surat, Cambay a, Baroche, Brodera, 
Amedabad, or any where elfe, ffiall not, upon 
the allegations of others, fuffer any harm, be 
put into prifon, or any pecuniary exadions 
levied upon them. 

* Rajab, a Gentoo prince; /%«r, lord of a fmall ter- 
ritory. T. 

4. That 
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4. That the governors fhall in no wife 
molefl; them, if they be not guilty of any 
crime. 

VI. The fixth, given by the fame prince, 
to the faid diredlor. Van der Graaf, in 
the feventh year of his majefty’s reign, the 
1043d of the Hegira^ or 1634th of thcchrif- 
tian era, grants : 

1 . That thenceforward no one fhall carry 
on any trade in indigo, on account of the 
king ; but that article fhall, according to 
ancient cuftom, be left free, for all mer- 
chants who choofe to purchafe it of the in- 
habitants of the country. 

2. That the governors fhall therefore 
have to take care that their inferior officers, 
duans *, regents, and others throughout the 
king’s extenfive dominions, and thofc who 
are attached to the interefls of his majefty, 
fhall not interdict the Dutch from making 
purchafes of this article ; but, according to 
ancient cuftom, they fhall allow them freely 
to make purchafe of it, wherever they 
choofe. 

* Duan is a prime minifter, but here feems to mean a de- 
puty. y. 

3. That 
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5- That no. rahadareet*, or cxpences of* 
roads, fhall be demanded of them, nor fhall 
any one be allowed to extort money from 
them, in order that they may not be hindered 
in the profecution of their trade. 

VII. The feventh, ^ven by the fame 
prince, to the diredtor of Surat, Bernard 
P lETERSZooN, ill the eighth year of his 
xnajefly’s reign, being the year 1044 of the 
Hegira, and 1634 of our era, is to the fol- 
lowing effedl : 

That Seif Chan is hereby ordered, that 
no more indigo fhall be purchafed for the 
king ; and that neither he fhall purchafe any 
for himfelf j that this order fhall not be con- 
travened by the other regents who Band 
under him, but that the trade in indigo fhall 
be left entirely to the merchants. 

VIIL The eighth, granted, as before, by 
the fame prince, to the faid diredlor, Pie- 
TERS200N, in the eleventh year of his ma- 
jefty’s reign, on the 24th of the month Ja- 
madius Same, the year 1047 of the Hegira^ 
or 1638 of our era, contains orders : 

* Rahadar is the title of an officer, who has charge of the 
highway-, the examination of paflengers, and the colleiflion 
of cuftoros, where any are there collcded". T. 


I. That 
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1. That nothing fhall be required, at any 
place, upon the merchandize imported by 
the Dutch into his majefty’s dominions, by 
the governors of Amedabad, or by any others, 
nor any covetous extortions be praitifed to- 
wards them. 

2. That a free paflage lhall always be al- 
lowed for their goods, by the Montafabad, or 
other rivers or roads, to paft the river Zoer^ 
by Dehly. 

IX. The ninth was granted by the fame 
prince to the Surat diredlor, Paul Krook, 
in the fixteenth year of his majefty’s reign, 
on the 1 5th of the month Sabaar, the year 
1 05 2 of the Hegira, or 1643 of our era, and 
contains — 

The confirmation of the firft, fifth, and 
fixth articles of the fecond Jirman. 

X. The tenth, granted by the fame prince, 
to the faid diredor, Krook, in the fame 
year, the fixteenth of his majefty’s reign, on 
the i4th of the month Rcimazan, the year 
1052 of the Hegira, or 1643 of our era, 
ordains : 

I. That of the goods purchafed by the 
Dutch in Agra, the ten rupees fhall be taken 
as twelve, and thofe purchafed at Amedabad, 


or 
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or imported there, the ten rupees as ten and 
a half, according to which the calculations 
of the duties lhall be made. 

2. That upon the merchandize which 
they purchafe at Brodera, Surat, or the 
places adjacent, no more lhall be required 
than the invoice or real purchafe price* Ihew 
to be due to the king’s treafury, into which 
the cuftoms lhall be paid. 

3. That no one lhall take or exadl any 
thing more from them. 

XI. The eleventh was granted by the 
lame prince, to the faid director, Krook, in 
the fame year, being the fixteenth of his 
majelly’s reign, 1052 of the Hegira, or 1643 
of our era, on the 14th of the month Sabaan, 
enabling : 

1. That thenceforward no one Hrall be 
allowed to require any thing from the Dutch 
for rahadarees, for charges, or for duties on 
provifions, but lhall permit them to pals and 
rcpafs without rclfraint throughout the kino-’s 
dominions, and lhall not molell them, or 
form any claim upon them, as they are de- 
clared to be exempt from all impofitions. 

2. That they may take fuch roads, and 
make ufe of fuch baiting or relling places. 


as 
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as they may themfelves judge fit, without 
being molefted therein by any one. 

3. The firft article of the fecond Jir 7 nan is 
repeatedly confirmed, with the addition, 

4. That all who infringe this command, 
lhall anfwer for their violation of it to the 
king. 

XII. The twelfth, being granted by the 
fame prince, Shah Jehaan, to the Surat 
diredlor, Arnold Bernard Muiskens, in 
the eighteenth year of his majefty’s reign, 
on the 2d of the month Jamadius Sanee, in 
the year 1054 of the Hegira, or 1645 of our 
era, orders : 

1. That a certain Baguan fhall not in- 
trude himfelf into the employment of the 
Dutchi but fhall leave to them. to make ufe 
of whatever perfon they choofe, as broker. 

2. That no more duty, or brokerage, fhall 
be taken from them, than is legally claim- 
able, agreeable to the king’s former orders. 

3. That no one fhall carry their goods 
coming from Surat, Periab, and other places, 
into the cuftom-houfe, but they fhall be per- 
mitted to carry them home to their own houfes. 

4. That the governors of Surat and Ba- 

G 2 roebe 
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roche fliall receive the duties from them, 
agreeable to the tenor of the firmans formerly 
granted. 

XIII. The thirteenth, granted by the 
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc- 
tor, John van Teylingen, in the twenty- 
third year of his majefty’s reign, on the 21ft 
of the tnonth Rebbi-ul-auwel^ the year 1060 
of the Hegira^ or 1650 of our era, contains 
in fubllance ; 

That, upon complaints being made by 
the Putcb, the governor of Bengal is com- 
manded, that no one Ihall exabt more from 
them than is authorifed by ancient cuftom, 
and Ihall not introduce any new laws or 
cuftoms on that head. 

XIV. The fourteenth was granted by the 
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc- 
tor, Gerard Pelgrom, in the twenty- 
feventh year of his majefty’s reign, on the 
:2ilt of the month fiamadius Sanee^ in the 
year 1063 of the Hegira^ or 1654 of our 
era ; and by it — 

Every one throughout the empire of Hm~ 
dofian is prohibited, after this firman, to ex- 
tort any money from the Dutch, upon any 

pretence 
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pretence whatever, or for any reafbns before 
detailed, to moleft thera in any thape, or to 
opprefs them by avaricious requifitions. 

XV. The fifteenth, granted by the em- 
peror Morad Bax, in the time of the pro- 
vifional chief at Surat^ Isaac Koedyck, on 
the 2d of the month ‘Jamadms Same, in the 
year 1066 of the Hegira, or 1657 of the 
chriftian era, contains the following articles : 

1. The firft article of the fecond, and the 
third of the {ixth, ^rmani are hereby con- 
firmed; 

i. The Dutch may keep their tnokams, or 
laydaysj at whatever place they pleafe, 
without being hindered or molefted therein 
by any one. 

XVL The fixteenth was granted by the 
emperor Aurengzebe, to the Surat diredtor, 
and ambalTador from the Dutch Eaft-Indi'a 
Company to the court of the great mogul, 
Theodore van Adrichem, in the fifth 
year of his majefty’s reign, on the 5th of the 
month Rebbi-ul^auwel, in the year of the 
Hegira I071, or of the chriftian era 1662, 
and contains the following articles : 

I. That the Dutch (hall be freed from 
the payment of the one per cent brokerage, 

which 
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which was included in the 3I per cent duty 5 
and that therefore the duty to be paid by 
them (hall thenceforward be no more than 
2 i per cent, according to ancient cuftom. 

2. That upon the cloths and other goods, 
which they import into Htndojlan from any 
place, and for which they purchafe cottons, 
indigo, laltpetre, filks, and other merchan- 
dize, at Agra and other places, and carry 
them to Surat and Baroche, after the pay- 
ment of two and a half per cent duty, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, no one £hall take 
from them more, either in Surat or in Ba- 
roche, or lliall moleft them in any thing. 

3. The third article of the fecond, and 
the third article of the third, JirmanSy are 
hereby confirmed. 

4. That they may purchafe goods from 
whomfoever they pleafe. 

5. The firft article of the fecond, and the 
firft article of the tv/ohth, Jirmans, are hereby- 
confirmed. 

6. That no one Ihall require of them 
that they ftiall carry the copper which they 
import to the mint ; but, upon payment of 
the cuftomary duty, they fliall have full 
liberty to convey that article to every part of 

Hindojian, 
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Hiridojian, and to dllpofe of it to whom they 
pleafe ; and the purchafer of the fame fhall 
equally not be molefted on that account ; in 
order that they may with confidence and 
lafety bring much copper into the country, 
according to their promifes, and that there 
may always be a plentiful flock of that 
metal on hand. 

7. That the merchants and others who 
owe them money, fhall not delay the pay- 
ment thereof ; but that the. governors fhall 
take care that they recover their money, and 
that no one fhall affifl their debtors to evade 
the payment. 

8. That, if among the horfes which they 
import, there fhall be any fit for the king, 
and he fhall take them, that they fhall be 
paid for at the market-price ; and that with 
refpedt to the others, the proprietors fhall be 
at liberty to difpofe of them wherever they 
may judge mofl proper, without being com- 
pelled to fell them at Surat. 

9. That in any cafe when the prices to 
be paid for fuch horfes as may be feledled 
for the king cannot be agreed upon, thofc 
horfes fhall be fent to the court, with a feal 
about their necks, under the care of confiden- 
tial 
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tial perfons, in order that the king’s fervants 
may determine upon the price, and remit 
the money. 

10. That no one fhall interdift them, if 
any merchants choofe to go by their fliips to 
Bajfora, or other places, paying their paf- 
lage to take them on board ; but they fhall 
freely be allowed to go ; and they fhall equal- 
ly have liberty to take on board goods, and 
to carry them over. 

1 1 . The firft article of the fourth Jirman 
is hereby confirmed. 

XVII. The feventeenth, granted by the 
fame emperor, Aurengzebe, to the above- 
mentioned ambaflador. Van Adrichem» 
in the fifth year of his majefty’s reign, on 
the 5th of the month Rebbi-ul-awwel, in the 
year 1071 of the Hegira, or 1662 of our 
era, orders : 

1. That the governor of ^gra fhall not 
trouble the Dutch on account of the duties and 
other charges which are taken in Montaafa- 
bad, nor on account of brokerage on pur- 
chafes, nor claim the brokerage of the feller, 
otherwife than according to ancient cuftom. 

2. That the firft, feeond, and fixth articles 
of the third ; the firft article of the fourth ; 

the 
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the firft and third articles of the twelfth ; 
and the fourth and feventh articles of the 
fixteenth,^miz«j, are hereby confirmed. As 
likewife the third article of the lixth frmajit 
with this addition, that no one fliall trouble 
them for any rahadarees.^ or charges of the 
road, except upon what is forbidden at the 
court of the king, namely, wine and fpiritu- 
ous liquors. 

XVIII. The eighteenth, granted by the 
fame prince to the laid amballador, at the 
fame time, comprizes— 

A repetition and confirmation of the laft: 
article of the preceding, and of the third 
article of the {ixth, Jirmans ; and ordains, that 
no obftacles Ihall be raifed to the Dutch in 
the importation and exportation of their mer- 
chandize. 

XIX. The nineteenth, given by the fame 
prince to the faid ambafiador, on the 15th 
of the month Rebbi-ul-auwel, in the fame 
year, grants : 

1. That the Dutch arriving with their 
Ihips before Hougly, Pipley, and Ballafore, 
Ihall have liberty to anchor in fuch places as 
they may choofe. 

2. That after payment of the fixed duty 

of 
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of two and a half per cent upon their goods, 
they may convey them to fuch places as 
they pleafe j fell them to whatever mer- 
chant they choofe ; purchafe again goods 
from the fame, in the manner they may 
like beft, and employ brokers in their bufi- 
nefs, according to their own choice, with- 
out that any one fhall be permitted to in- 
trude himfelf into their fervice, contrary to 
their liking. 

3. That with refpecl to the piecegoods, 
faltpetre, fugar, {ilk, wax, and other articles, 
for which they trade in the places fituated in 
the provinces of Bahar, Bengal, and Orixa, 
and w'hich they convey for exportation to 
the ports of Hotigly, Ptpley, and Ballafore, 
they fhall not in any wile be molefted. 

4. That no one (hall trouble them, on 
palling and repalTing, for any charges of the 
road, except upon what is prohibited at the 
court of the King, namely, wine and fpi- 
rituous liquors ; but that, on the contrary, 
every one {hall be aiding and alfihing them 
therein, and (hall fhew them all friend- 
Ihip, in order that they may be enabled to 
difpatch their fliips with eafe and fafety. 

5. That 
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5- That their veffels fhall not be liable to 
be preffed into the imperial fervice. 

6. That all merchants and others fliall 
not feek for delays in fatisfying their debts; 
but that, on the other hand, the governors 
ihall affift the Dutch in recovering their 
claims, and (hall not fuffer any one to af- 
ford protedtion or concealment to their 
debtors. 

7. That thofe Dutch who may have oc- 
cahon to travel through the king’s domi- 
nions, for the tranfadlion of their bufinefs, 
fhall be allowed to travel as much, and no 
more, than they think fit per day, and to 
halt or reft whenever, and wherever, they 
choofe, without any one being allowed to 
moleft them herein. 

XX. The twentieth, ilTued by the fame 
emperor, Aurengzebe, during the time of 
Mobitchar, governor of Surat, in the le- 
venth year of his majefty’s reign, in the 
year 1073 of. the Hegira, or 1664 of our 
era, contains : 

I . An order to the governor of Surat, 
that the Dutch (hall be exempt during one 
year from paying of cuftom duty, on ac- 


count 
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count of the courageous repulfe of th^ troops 
of Seva Gi ** 

2. That on^ half per cent, out of the 2| 
duty due to the king, fhall be taken off from 
the faid duty, in favour of the Dutch and 
Englifh ; and the government of Surdt is in 
confequence ordered to take no more than 
two per Cent upon their merchandize from 
that time forwards. 

XXI. The twenty-firfl: was granted by 
the fame emperor, at the time that John 
Bacherus was our ambafiador at the mo- 


gul’s court, in the thirty-third year of his 
majefty’s reign, on the 1 2th of the month 
Moherm, in the year 1099 of the Hegira^ Of 
1690 of the Chriftian era, and contains-^ 
The grant to the Company of Eerjamf 
with the five villages belonging to it, com- 
prized under Palliacatta^ in the province of 


Hyderabad. 


XXII. The twenty-fecond, granted by 


the emperor Shah Alem, at the time of 


* A noted rebel during the reign of Aurengzebe, who, 
however, by Valentyn’s account, plundered and burnt the 
city of Sura', in the year 1664. He died in the year 16S0, 
but it was not till i6ga that Aurengzebe fubdued his fons, 
who had fucceeded him, both in his rebellion, and in Ws deeds 
of rapine. T. 


the 
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the Surat director, John Grotenhuis, and 
at the requeft of the governor - of Su 7 \zf, 
Amanet Chan, in the fecond year of his 
majefty’s reign, on the 19th of the month 
Sikaard, in the year |i20 of the Hegira^ or 
1709 of the Chriftian era, determines : 

1. That of the twenty lacks of rupees 
taken by force, by the merchants of Suraty 
from the Dutch, eight lacks and eleven 
thoufand rupees fhall be repaid to them. 

2. That thenceforward no more than two 
and a half per cent duty lhall be charged to 
them. 

3. That the one and a half per cent ad- 
ditional duty charged to them at Baroche 
lhall ceafe. 

4. That all who travel through Hindojiatt, 
belonging to, and in behalf of the Dutch 
Eaft-India Company, as alfo brokers and 
others travelling on bulinefs, lhall not be 
importuned for any rahadarees, or other 
charges. 

5. That all the governors and other of- 
ficers belonging to the diflricfl of Hougly are 
ordered not to exa< 5 t double duty ; but that 
they, according to cullom, lhall continue, 

at Suraty to take 2| per cent duty. 

6. That, according to apcicat cullom, a 

place 
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place in the city fhall be granted to the 
Dutch Eaft-India Company for their nfe in 
carrying on their trade, and likewife another 
for a refidence for their chief, within the 
city, or in the garden. 

XXIII. The twenty-third was granted by 
the emperor Jehaan Daar Shah, to the 
Surat director and ambaffador, in behalf of 
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, to the 
mogul court, John Josiah Ketelaar, in 
the firft year of his majefty’s reigiY, on the 
14th of the month Redje-bul-moredjab, in the 
year 1123 of the Hegira, or 1712 of our 
era, by which 

All the privileges granted by the eight 
firft articles of the fixteenth firman, are 
confirmed and granted anew ; and further — 

1 . That no one fhall claim any duty of 
the Dutch, upon the importation, or ex- 
portation, cither by water or by land, of 
any goods intended for their own ufe, as 
clothes, confumables, neceffaries, wrought 
gold and filver, manufactured copper, jewels, 
all kinds of victuals and provifions, &c. 

2. That if there are any of the Dutch 
who abfent or conceal themfelves, or de- 
fert, from the Company’s fcrvice, the go- 
vernors fhall be bound to feize and arreft 

them 
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them, and to reftore them to- the Com- 
pany. 

3. That they fhall not be liable to the de- 
mands of the colledtors of the jieJtUy or head- 
money. 

4. That the houfeof the deceafed Etta- 
BAAR Chan fliall be given to the Com- 
pany’s fervants for their refidence for ever, 
upon the condition, however, that no an- 
gles or embrafures fliall be made to it, nor 
any great or fmall guns conveyed into it, 
and that no other additions fhall be made to it 
than that of chambers wanted for dwelling- 
places, or of warehoufes for houfing of mer- 
chandize, or any other neceffary repairs. 

5. That no one fhall moleft them on ac- 
count of the ten or twelve horfes which 
they annually import, and which arc not 
worthy of the kind’s notice. 

XXIV. The twenty-fourth, granted by 
the fame prince to the faid ambaflador, at 
the fame time, orders ; 

I. That the governors of Ecbar-ahad 
fhall not molefl; the Dutch on account of 
any rahadarees, charges, or any thing elfe, 
which may be taken in Montaas-abad ; nor 
fhall they claim the dues of brokerage from 

the 
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the feller, but fhall continue to claim them, 
according to cuftom, from the purchafer. 

2. That their goods fhall not be carried 
into the cuftom-houfe, nor fhall any thing be 
claimcdfrom them, according to ancient ufage. 

And further, the firfl, fecond, third, and 
fixth articles of the fecond ; the firft article 
of the fourth j the feventh article of the 
fixteenth; the lafl article of the feventeenthi 
and the third article of the twenty-third, 
firmans^ arc hereby confirmed, and granted 
anew. 

XXV. The twenty- fifth, granted by the 
fame prince to the faid ambaffador, in the 
fame year, on the 1 5th of the month Redje~- 
bul-moredjabj contains merely^— 

The confirmation and renewal of the fe- 
cond article of the fecond ; the laft article 
of the feventeenth ; and the firft article of 
the twenty-third, firmans. 

XXVI. The twenty-lixth, granted by the 
fame prince to the faid ambaffador, in the 
fame year, on the 17th of the month Sabaan, 
orders ; 

I. That, according to cuftom, no duty 
fhall be paid upon the merchandize and 
other goods, which the Dutch difpofe of 


in 
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in Agra, Dehly, and other places, being 
brought through the province of Ameda- 
bad j neither on the cotton-cloths, and other 
goods, which they may purchafe at Cam- 
baya, Patan, Dolthabad; Brodera, Baroche, 
and other places, and which they carry to 
Surat i as the duty upon the fame is paid 
upon their entry at ‘ being two and a 

half per cent. 

2. The firft and third articles of the fe- 
cond ; the firil article of the fourth ; the 
fourth and feventh articles of the fixteenth ; 
the laft article of the leventeenth ; and the 
fecond article of the. twenty-third, firmans, 
are hereby confirmed. 

3. That the imperial officers, governors, 
jaqueerdars and others, belonging to the 
government of Amedabad, fhall not be al- 
lowed to molefl them (the Dutch) upon 
the conveyance of their goods, through their 
province. 

4. That nothing fhall be taken upon the 
goods, intended by the Dutch for their own 


* Jaqueerdar is the holder of a jaqueer, or territory granted 
for a particular ufe, either to maintain a number of- troops, 
or keep a fort in repair, and fometimes as a penfion. 71 


con- 
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confumption, or clothing, whether imported 
by water or by land. 

5. The fixth article of the fecond ; the 
feventh article of the nineteenth ; and the 
third article of the twenty -th.hd,^rmansj arc 
hereby confirmed. 

XXVII. The twenty-feventh was grant- 
ed by the fame prince to the aforefaid am- 
baffador, Ketelaar, in the fame year, on 
the 14th of the moiith Redje bul moved jab^ 
and contains ; 

1. Not only the renewal and confirma- 
tion of all that was granted by the feven 
firft articles of the nineteenth firman^ but 
likewife, 

2. That the governors of Patna, Moor- 
JJjedabad, and fuch places as are fituated 
upon the river Ganges down to Hougly, lhall 
not claim of the Dutch any duty on the 
goods which they may purchafe in Bahar, 
and convey, either by water or by land, 
to Hougly, as the lame lhall be taken at 
Hougly, at the rate of two and a half per 
cent. 

3. The confirmation of the fecond ar- 
ticle of the twenty-third firman. 

4. That upon the purchalcs of faltpetre. 


opium. 
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fcpium, piecegoods, fugar^ and other wares, 
the appointed duty of tWo and a half per 
cent thall be paid at Hougly, and nothing 
more claimed of the Company^ nor fhall 
they be at all molefted on that head. 

5 . That the governors, and guards upon 
the roads, thall not claim any rahadareeSi otr 
charores of the roads^ from the Dutch, in 
pafhng and repafling, nor hinder them at all 
therein. 

6 . That the vefTels, and authorized fer^ 
vants of the Company, provided with paffeS 
from the diredor in Bengal, and loaden with 
goods for fale or barter, lhall not by any 
means be liable to be preffed in the ter- 
ritories of the king : neither fhall they be 
detained or fufFer any exadions, either up- 
on arrival or departure, on the part of any 
faufdars *, colle<5lor8 of the revenue, gover- 
nors, or officers of the lea-coaft. 

7. That the governors fhall lend their 
afliftance to the Company, for the obtain- 
ing of what may be due to them by the 

* faufdar, an officer in all great cities, appointed by the 
emperor, who has charge of the police, and takes cogni- 
aance of all criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who re- 
ceives the rents from the ^mindan, or landholders, and ac- 
counts to the government for them. T. 


weavers. 
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weavers, dyers, or others ; and fliall not 
prevent them from employing fuch fervants, 
brokoi^s, &c. in their lervice and trade, as 
they themfelves choole. 

8. That the governors and magiftrates 
fliall in all places fliew amity to the autho- 
rized fervants of the Company, and fliall 
attend to their complaints, and fee that juf- 
tice be done to them. 

9. That the houfe of the deceafed Nour 
Alla Chan, fltuated in the city of Patna^ 
fliall be given to the Company’s fervants, 
for their refidence for ever ; upon condition, 
neverthelels, that no angles or embrafures 
fliall be made to it, nor any great or fmall 
guns conveyed into it, and that no additions 
fliall be made to it, unlefs of chambers want- 
ed for dwelling-places, or of warehoufes for 
hoofing Oi merchandize, or other neceflary 
repairs. 

XXVIII. The twenty- eighth, granted by 
the fame prince to the aforementioned am- 
balfador, Ketelaar, in the fame year, on 
the 1 2th of the month Rcdje bul moved jab, 
contains ; 

A confirmion of the third article of the 
flxth; of the fecond and third articles of 

the 
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the twenty-third ; of the fifth and feventh 
articles of the twenty-feventh ; and of the 
ceffion mentioned in the tvvcnty-firft, fir- 
mans ; likewife, that no one fhall prohibit 
them (the Dutch) from taking into their 
employ Inch perfbns as they choofe to make 
nfe of for th^r trade. 

XXIX. The twenty-ninth, given by the 
emperor, Mohammed Shah, during the 
time of the Surat director, Peter Law- 
rence Rhoon, in the ninth year of his 
majefty’s reign, being the year 1 140 of the 
Hegira, or 1729 of our era, grants ; 

1. That all firmans ilTued from time to 
time, by former emperors, with refpeft to 
the duties to be paid upon the goods of the 
Dutch, or otherwife, fhall remain in force, 
and that no one fhall claim of them more 
than is thereby fixed. 

2. That the direflor of Surat fhall be 
permitted to purchafe, for his own money, 
ground in the fienhi bander, within the outer 
city-walls of Surat, by the riverfide, and 
to ere< 5 t buildings upon it for houfing of 
merchandize, and that no one fhall pre- 
vent him from fb doing, or moleft him 
therein. 

The 
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The above contains the fubftance of al| 
the firmans granted to our Company, whicl^ 
were all accurately tratiflated out of the 
Perfian into the Dutch language, by the 
order, and during the admiml'tration, of 
Mr. John Schreuder, diredtor of Burat^ 
and afterwards councellor of India. 

From them it appears that the trade of 
the Dutch Company in the empire of Hin-i 
4.ofian, has, from time to time, been en- 
couraged with fuch extraordinary privileges, 
as if they were, and even more than as if 
they were, natives of the country, and the 
prince’s own fubjedls, who has taken thena 
under his Ipecial protedlion, againft the op- 
preflions and extortions of his lieutenants, 
governors, &c. 

He defifts, in favour of the Company, 
from a kind of droit d’aubaine^ which equally 
cxills here as in F ranee ; he withdraws the 
decifion of any difputes that may arilc 
amongft themfelves from the local judges, 
and veils it in themfelves ; and he abfolves 
them from all conftraint in matters of rcr 
|igion. 

It is, however, certain, that feveraj of 
thefe privileges have now and then been 

infringed j 
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infringed ; and hence arife the frequent re- 
petitions and confirmations of particular ar- 
ticles in the feveral Jirmans, by which maj 
be evidently feen, the infrability of the au- 
thority of the Mogul emperors over their 
fubjedls. 

And as none of thefe monarchs, during 
the fpace of one hundred and eleven years, 
in which thefe charters, or letters patent 
were ilfued, afeended the throne by heredi- 
tary or legal right, but only by the law of 
the ftrongeft, it appears that, in confe- 
quence, the reigning prince did not look 
\ipon the firmans granted by his predecef- 
for as obligatory upon himfelf, and that the 
Company did not think themfelves fecure 
till they had obtained the confirmation of 
them from him, by a new firman : and as 
at the courts of all the oriental monarchs, 
and efpecially at that of the great mogul, 
nothing can be obtained without confidera- 
ble prefents, the expence of procuring thefe 
firmans would have been infupportable to 
the Company, had not fortune fo diredled 
it, that the monarchs they had to apply to 
enjoyed very long reigns, of W'hom Shah 
Jehaan, and his fon Aurengzebe, to- 
gether 



[ 104 3 

gcther, held the reins of government for 
full eighty -one years. 

However valuable, and of whatever im- 
portance, Mr.' Shreuder confidered thefe 
firmans to be in his time, they are, how- 
ever, at prefent, of little value, as the mogul 
emperor poffelTes no more power, even over 
his own perfon, than the tyranny of the 
Englith will allow to him ; yet they have 
folemnly engaged to guarantee thofe privi- 
leges to usj on which fubjedl I lhall be more 
explicit hereafter. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

^he principal Factories formerly belonging to the Direc- 
tion of Surat — viz. in Persia — at Mocha 
— at WiNGuRLA — at Agra — at Ameda- 
BAD — at Baroche — at Chircles and 
Brodera — at Cambaya.- — Short Account of 
Jome of thoje Places. — Reafons of the Decline of the 
Dutch Trade at Surat, — Great Profits formerly 
made . — Prefent Profits, &c . — Plans for the Im- 
provement of the Dutch Trade in this Country, — ■ 
Blame able Inactivity of Mr. Taillefert during 
the Rivolulon of 1759 — Injuries and vexatious 
Proceedings of the Englifh towards the Dutch, 

The principal faftories which formerly 
belonged to the direftion of Surat, were thofc 
of Perjia *, Mocha, Wingurla, .cigra, Ame- 
dabad, Cambaya, Baroche, Brodera, Chircees, 
&c. “ And it appears to me,” fays Mr. 

ScHREUDER, in his memorial addrcffed to 


* The Dutch had formerly faftories at Comlrom, Bajfora, 
Laar, Schiras, and Jfpahan in Perjia, but their trade to that 
country has fjcen for feveral years entirely abandoned. T. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Pecock, his fucceffor in the direSion at 
Surat, “ that before the Company had any 
** fettled effcablifhment at Ceylon, or on the 
** coaft of Malabar, Surat was the chief place 
“ and ftaple of their whole trade carried on 
throughout this part of the Indian fea ; 
** but it did not long remain fo ; , our fadtory 
at Surat very foon decreafed in importance, 
“ and this will appear moft evident if we 
take a nearer view of the fituation of each 
** fubordinate fadlory.” 

“ Thofe of Perfia, or Gomh'oon, as thisde- 
** partrnent was called in the books of the 
“ Company, from the principal factory they 
** had in that country, eftablilhcd in the year 
“ 1622, were conftitutcd into an independent 
“ fettlernent in 1633, and put immediately 
“ under Batavia. The cxpenccs of the navi- 
“ gation between BaJJ'ora and Batavia, ufed 
“ to be charged to the account of Surat, but 
“ no longer than the year 1670, when that 
“ place was put entirely under GombraytP 
“ The fadlory at Mocka was eftabliflied in 
“ the year 1620, after two tranfitory expe- 
“ ditions of trade had been made thither : it 
" has frequently been abandoned, and as 

oftei> 
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** often re-eftablifhed ; but in the year 1686, 
f* it was equally put under the immediate 
fuperintendence of Batavia*' 

The fadtory at Wingurla, may have beeq 
eftabliflied about the year 1655 * but, in 
the year 1^-77, it was taken away from 
the diredlion of Surat, and added to the 
commandery of Malabar 
*'• The fadlory at Agra, was eflabliflied 
in the year 1620, but was abandoned in 
the year 1716, in fo far, that all the 
European fervantS;, the effedls of the Com- 
pany, &c. were removed from it, and only 
“ three or four natives left there, to -keep 
** the lodge, and in order that we might 
“ always be entitled to re-enter into the pof- 
feffion of it, if that be ever again thought 
“ neceffary.” 

“ The fadlory at Amedabad -f was efta- 

“ bliflied 

^ There is a letter extant ft'om the king of Vifiapour, ii^ 
yrhofe dominions Wingurla, a place on the yialahar coaft, not 
far north of Goa, lay, by whifli it appears that the Dutch Com« 
pany had refident merchants there as early as 1641 ; and in a 
letter from their faftors there, written in 1653, they fay they 
had been feventeen or eighteen years fettled there in the 
fervice of the Company. T.*- 

f A iedabau, the mahomedan capital of Gu^urat, is faid to 
have received its name from AnMeo, one of the iirff kings of 

the 
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bliflied in the year i6i8, but was aban- 
“ doned in the year 1744, and left on the 
“■ fame footing as that at Agra." 

“■ The fadtory at Earache * was eftabliflied 

“ iu 

tfie country ; but it rs not improbable that it is the Amada-aljUs 
of Arrian. It is fituatedin 23’° north latitude, on the eaft 
bank of the ScArtm itty, a imall, yet phafant, wholelbtDe, and 
eonftant fiream. The iralls, which ftill remain, are about 
fcx miles in circumference, and there is a very wide and deep 
ditch can ied all round them. Befides this ditch, new' works 
liave b;en. Cnee conftrufted, where the original defences, 
tither from dc'-ay, or Ctuation, were judged infufficient. 
Tltere are twelve gateways to pafs in and out of the city. 
Ti efe gateways, and other parts of the wall, appear to have 
been fortified and adorned., at rcgulai diftances, with towers 
and cupolas, which, in the d.rys o' its fplendour, mufi have 
equally contributed to Ibength and magnificent appearance. 
Within the city, aud upon the banks of the river, there is an 
esrciifive inclofure, diltinguifhed by the name of the Bunder, 
which was formeily the royal rtudeiice ; it was ftrongly for- 
tified in lormer times, and when Valentyn wrote, it was 
tliou^ht by the Moms to be the fecureff fortrefs in all IB.i~ 
joga'y next to thofe of Cah-J and Candahar. Thevenot 
arrd Valkntyn give copious accounts of the magnificence of 
the moiqaes, a. d oth-.r public buildings, w'hich in cherr time 
adorned tht city of A redahud. W.thou" the walls, the fuburbs, 
E- is evident from their veltiges, mull: have extended to the 
difwnce of tl.ree miles roun j. But A. ed.thad has fo greatly 
declined fiom its original fplendour, that at this day not more 
than a quarter ot the fpace, within the walls, is inhabited. T, 
B.roihe, or Bn^okta, lies upon the river Nerhedah, about 
twenty-five miles from its ^a'fwav between the 
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[ 109 ] 

“ in the year 1617, and is fllll continued, 
“ yet with very little circumftance, for there 
“ is but one junior merchant, and one book- 
keeper, who refide there as faifiors, and 
“ who have a few native iervants under 
“ them.” 

“ Oor factories at Chircees and Brodera 
were edabliihed in the year 1620, as was 

** that 

town and ttie fea, the river divides itfelf into two branches 
and forms a long and narrow ifland, on each fide of whicl* 
they run fnto the gulph of Camiaja, in the direfliorrs of e.s.I. 
and •w.s.'W. where there is an open road for fiiips in feveR 
fathoms, moftly fandy bottom. The fortrefs of Barcche is 
large and fquare, ilanding upon a hiii, which is the only emi- 
nence for many miles around, and might be made very ftrong. 
Very fine bafts and other cottons are manufactured here; and 
the water of the river Ntrbei'ah is faid to have a peculiai oro- 
perty for bleaching of cloth to a pei feet whitenefs. Agates 
are lilcewife an article of trade at Baroeb", which are brought 
from the mountains near Branipcur, and are moflly difpofeS 
of at ^ambaya~ 

*■ Chircees, or Chirchees, is a fmail town, about a league 
and a half from Amedubaii. It has a great number of tomt» 
of the kings and, princes of Guxurat, whence the Indians 
believe that it was, in ancient times, the cairital of that 
kingdom ; but it is more probable that it was only the bury- 
ingplace of their kings, and that Am\iahr.d was always 
their capital. The fadlory which the Dutch had here was 
cftablillicd for the fake of purchafing indigo. Ti, 

f B^odern, Ct iate upon tie little river Oadsr, is a modern 
town, in comparifon with theothers, having been built bv 

the 
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** that at Cambdya though the laft tnay 
“ be faid to have been begun in the yeaf 
*' 1617: but thefe three were all entirely 
“ abandoned before the year 1 670, althoughj 
“ for want of the neceflary papers, the exafi 

Ac fon of the laft king of Guzurat^ near the fcite of an an- 
cient town, formerly called RaMpore, but now OU BroderM^ 
which is now entirely gone to decay. It Hands in a very fer- 
die, though fandy, country. It has pretty good walls and 
towers, and is full of artizans, who make the fined dufifs of 
all Guzurat, bafts, nicanees cannaquins, cheloes, &c. ; the cot- 
tons of Brodera are even finer than thofe of Baroche ; but they 
are narrower and diorter. Indigo is alfo an article of trade 
here. T. 

♦ Cambaya is a large city, lying at the bottom of tKe gulph of 
the fame name, upon the north bank of the river Canari, which 
by fome is railed the Mahi. The tides are fo fwift at tha 
north end of the gulph, that a horfe, at full fpeed, cannot keep 
pace with the fird waves ; in the river they rife with great 
rapidity feven fathoms in ordinary tides, and at high water, 
Ihips can anchor near the town, but at low water, the rivet 
runs entirely dry, except three or four narrow channels, in 
which there remains about three feet water, fo that the veflels 
in the river mud lie quite aground, though they do not luffer 
much in that iituation, from the bottom not being hard or 
fandy. The city is twice as large as Surat^ but not near fo 
populous. The dreets are large, and have all gates at the ends, 
which are fhut in the night-time, and there are twelve gates 
to the city, befides thofe of the dreets, which are innumerable. 
There is a great trade carried on at Cambaya, by the Moorilh, 
Armenian, and Arabian merchants, with Perfia, Mecha^ Dtu^ 
Acbcen, Caromandel, and other places. T. 

“ year 
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** year of their abandonment cannot be de- 
terminately pointed oat.” 

** Thus, out of all thefc factories, the chief, 
** fuch as thole at Gombroon, Bajfora, Mocba^ 
** and Wingurla, have been taken away from 
the direction of Surat^ and either rendered 
“ independent, or put under fome other h^d- 
lettlcment : the others have. Indeed, been 
left to Surat, and are ftill reckoned to be 
** under its jurifdidiion, but their number and 
confequence are fo diminilhed, that that of 
“ Baroche alone may be looked upon as really 
in exillence ; while thofe of jigra and 
“ Amedabad arc merely nominal in the books 
of the Company, and the charges which 
** are annually paid for them, would be 
“ wholly fuperfluous, were they not incurred 
** to retain pofleflion of the lodges or faftory- 
“ houfes there, in order that our right to 
them may be kept alive.” So far goes 
the. memorial of Mr- Schreuder before 
alluded to. 

The fa61ory of Surat has always been, with 
juftice, conlidered as one of the moft advan- 
tageous eftablilhments of the Company in 
India. The goods which they brought to 
market there, having become, by the luxury 

of 
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of the Moors, articles of the firft neceffit/, 
always met a ready vent ; and as the Company 
were the exclufive importers of them, they 
made whatever prices they chofe to requircj 
or could command, according to the more or 
lefs quantity they might pleafe to import. 

In the ftatement of the profits made by the 
Company’s trade to Surat, during a period of 
about eighty years, commencing in the years 
1662-1663, and terminating in the years 
1749-1750, annexed to the before-mentioned 
memorial of Mr. Schreuder, addrelfed to 
his fuccelfor, Mr. Pecock, I find, that in 
the firft ten years, from 1662-1663, to 1673 
-1674, of which the profits for the years 
1671-1672, and 1673-1674, could not be 
computed, as the books of thofe years were 
wanting, they amounted upon an average 
annually to 52o|i per , cent upon the finer 
fpices, being in money a yearly fum gained 
upon them alone, of ^1334, 560. 9. 8,* 

And for the ten years, from 1688-1689, 
to 1697-1698, they yielded every year, 
upon an average, 8 50 A per cent gain, or in- 
money the fum of /i509,464. i. 2. -f, while 

>*■ Or about fterling, T. 

f About jr.46, 315 fterling. T. 

in 
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iu thofe ten years a further annual average 
profit of y]255,929. 3. 5.* was made upon 
the other goods, although only in the propor- 
tion of per cent upon their prime coft. 

But theft profits gradually decreafed after 
that period. Thofe upon the Ipices have, 
indeed, rendered a higher proportion per cent, 
and in the year 1731-1732, they were even 
2400 per cent upon the prime coft ; but the 
confumption was, on the other hand, fo fmall, 
that in the ten years, in which that extraor- 
dinary proportion of gain appeared, namely, 
from 1730-1 73t, to 1739-1740, the real 
annual average profit, in money, fcarcely 
amounted to one-fifth part of the lums before 
made with a lefler advance upon the prime 

The 

* About j^.23,a66 lleiiing. T. 

t By Valentyn’s account, the Dutch formerly gained at 
Surat, 


upon cloves. 

665144 

per cent. 

upon nutmegs. 

*4531- 

per cent. 

upon mace. 


per cent. 

upon copper in bars. 

w8|- 

per cent. 

upon ditto in plates. 


per cent. 

upon benzoin. 

4* 

per cent, 

upon gumlack, 

34x5^ 

per cent. 

upon quickfilver. 

a7f 

per cent. 

upon vennillioD, 

* 9/5 

per cent, 
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The great decreafe in the profits, under 
the laft ad minift ration, which are not b 

one- 

The other articles imported were, cinnamon, pepper, camphor, 
cardemom, aloes, fuccotrine, areca, fapanwood, elephant’s 
teeth, fandaiwood, woollen cloths, tin, lead in flieets, cowries, 
tea, china, fugar, coral in branches, radix china, ebony, &c. ; 
and in return they purchafed various kinds of piece-goods, as 
gold and filver allegars, and common ditto, 120 ps. per bale; 
chintzes cheron ; broad and narrow chintzes ; blue bafts of 
Anedahad, half ditto, ditto, 200 ps. per bale ; narrow white 
hiiti of Barocbe, 160 ps. per bale; black fine dittp, 1200 ps. 
per bale ; broad white ditto, too ps. per bale ; filk chindoes, 
i6o ps. per bale; black cannequins, per. pack of 4 ps. ; white 
ditto, 400 ps. per bale ; quilted cottons, per pack of 4 ps. ; 
nicanees, 120 ps. per bale ; petolas, or painted filks ; chouta- 
rees deriabadys of dgra, 70 ps. per bale ; mammoodies of 
Talalpour, 60 and 55 ps. per bale, &c. likewife indigo from 
jigra by packs of 4 maunds of 53 16 . each ; indigo chircees per 
4 maunds of Amedabad, at 34! /^. per maund ; candied mirabo- 
lans, 6g/^. or 2 maunds. in a bladder ; hing, or afla foetida, 
per maund of 40/^. ; rafmala, or borax ; opium of Malva, 
per pack of gg^/^. ; foap of Surat, 225/3. per chell ; red 
ealing wax of Surat, 5 ' lb. per box ; cotton-yarn, wheat, &c. 
And the dear profits of the head-fadory amounted yearly to 
fix or feven tons of gold ('^.55,000 to ^.64,000 fterling). 
Governor Mossee recommended the profecution of the trade 
from hatavia to Surat, and that two large Ihips Ihould be 
annually difpatched with 80,000 /3. of cloves, 30,000/3. of 
nutmegs, 3,000/3. of rnace, 2,000 /3. of cinnamon, 209,ooo/3. 
of Japan copper, ioo,ooo/3. of tin, and c,ooo,ooo/3. of 
fugar, both raw and candied, which he calculated as the yearly 
confumptionof Surat, and whereupon be reckon'd that about 
/.Soojooo 73,000. fterling)j might be gained ; butmatterg 

have 
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one-half, as much as thofe under Mr. Senf, 
againft which the charges have only dimi- 
niflied about feveu thoufand gilders, may 
principally be attributed to the civil com- 
motions, and diftradled Hate of the country, 
whereby the expedition of goods has been 
greatly obftrufted, and is ft ill very difficult; 
one caufe muft likewife be fought in the de- 
cay of the city of Surat itfelf ; and another in 
the fmall nuanber of fhips and fcanty fupplies 
that are fent thither from Batavia, and 
which are, fometimes, even confined to a 
fblitary cargo 

This 

have much altered lince his time here, ^s well as in every 
part of India. T. 

* From thefe untoward circumftances, it has more than 
once been in the contemplation of the Dutch Company to 
remove their Sitrai trade entirely to the coaft of Malabar^ and 
particularly to Cochin, where, being the territorial fovtreigns, 
they might have neither the rapacious exaftions of a Moorilh 
government, nor the fuccefsful rivalry of enterprifing com- 
petitors, to fear; but Huysers attributes the decline of their 
Surat trade more to the laft circumftance mentioned in the 
text, namely, the little adlivity of the trade from Batavia, than 
to any of the others, and conceives, that if a more abundant 
fupply of fpires, Japan copper, and Jaccatra fugar, were fcnt 
forward, the quantity of which had of late years Deen re>- 
inarkably deficient, the profits of the Surat trade wo .Id again 
become very confiderable ; as upon every cargo of thofe arti- 

cks 
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This decline of Surat itfelf is, in the firft 
place, a confcquence of the almoft total an- 
nihilation of the power and authority of the 
mogul emperors, by which many of the 
native rajahs and nations have rifen into 
confideration, particularly the Marattas, and 
having lhaken off the mogul yoke, have 
affumed the fovereign authority themfelves. 
Hence they have either feized upon every 
thing that pafled through their dominions, or 
if they did not do this, they at leaft have 
exafted heavy contributions from the mer- 
chants, under the denomination of duties, 
and have even, as we have before feen, laid 
the city of Surat \mder contribution. 

Secondly, the proximity of Bombay^ has 

cles a dear gain of at leaft 40 per cent, may be rationally cal- 
culated upon. In 1779, the books of the fadory at Smat 
were cloftd >vith an advance of/'.283,207 (about 25,746! 
fterling), being after :dedudion of all the charges, with ex- 
ception of thofe of one or two fliips fent thither from tatavia, 
which may amount to about /.too, 000. — fo that the clear 
gams may fcarcely be faid to amount to two tons of gold, 
(about ^.18,000 fterling). In that year the goods fent to 
i’uret were no more than of fugar, 20,002 lb. of 

cloves, and a fmall quantity of nutmegs and mace. The only 
articles fent to Europe out of the returns from Surat, are 
gamboge, cotton-yarn, and cotton cloths, of which laft the 
value of/.26o,o9o (about £.23,636 fterling) was fold iq 
Holland in the year 1778. T, 


been 
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been of great prejudice to Surat } that fettle* 
ment, on the other hand, flourilhes more 
and more, from day to day, owing to the 

entire liberty of exportation which is there 
allowed. Foreign merchants do not fufFer 
opprcffion there', but are favoured and en- 
couraged: protediionand fccurity are afforded 
them both by water and by land. Bombay 
is likewife fituated nearer to the Deckan than 
Suratf and to this it muft chiefly be attributed, 
that the entire commerce of that wealthy 
country has been diverted to the Englifh 
fettlement, from Surat^ which formerly en- 
joyed all the advantages of it. 

In the third place, the decay of Surat is 
not a little owing to the fuperiority which 
the Englifh have attained there fince the lafl 
revolution. The arrogant and arbitrary con- 
du6l of that nation, makes the merchants 
averfe to engage in extenfive enterprizes of 
trade, and the capitalifts are afraid of putting 
out their money to intereft, or of rifking it 
in the operation of commerce. 

Exifting fafts are fufficient to prove, that 
if they cannot turn the current of trade ac- 
cording to their own choice, and to the ad- 
vantage of their own pockets, they will en- 
deavour 
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deavour to impede it by all the obUaclcs, 
which a defpotic authority puts in their 
power. I have myfelf experienced theif 
ielfiih condudl in this refpedl ; the Englilh 
chief, their councellor Sitton, and the nabob, 
caufed an interdi(^lion to be laid upon all the 
native merchants, that they Ihould not pur-? 
chafe of me any of the articles I had brought 
with me in private trade, and efpecially not 
any fugar, in order that I might be com- 
pelled to fell them at the rates which they 
might choofe to give for them ; and they 
even engaged the concurrence, in this reipedl, 
of the chief perfons in our diredlion, that 
they might equally prohibit the Company’s 
brokers, who are otherwife the chief mer- 
chants, from purchafing of me. 

By thefc, and many other unjuft, or let me 
rather fay, iniquitous methods, the trade of 
this formerly fo flourilhiug emporium, which 
was juftly efteemed the moft conftdorablc 
commercial place of India, runs to decay 
from day to day; and this, to all appearances, 
quadrates exadly with the fecret views 
which may be fuppofed to adfuate the mem- 
bers of the government at Bombay ; namely, 
to compel the merchants, by means of the 

oppreflions 
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^ppfeflions and difficulties to which they are 
fubjedled here, to have recourfe to Bombay .* 
for it cannot otherwife be reconciled to the 
maxims of prudence or policy, that fuch 
unexampled extortions fhould be fuffered to 
prevail in a fubordinate fadlory, pf which 
they cannot pretend ignorance, by reafbn of 
its proximity, and the notoriety of them, if 
there were no latent motives to encourage or 
tolerate fuch proceedings. 

Our diredlor, Mr. Senf, taking thefe cirr 
cumflancesintoconfideration, was of opinion, 
that it might be more advantageous for the 
interefts of the Company, to ufe endeavours 
to get pofTeflion of fome- place, fome where 
in the neighbourhood of Bombay, where we 
might ourfelves be at hand to deal with the 
merchants of the Deckan, and thereby draw 
them again from their habits of reforting to 
the Englifh for their fupplies of our com- 
modities. 

That gentleman did not let the matter 
reft merely as an opinion, but he alfb was 
examining into the feafibility of putting his 
ideas in pradtice, when a very fit opportunity 
prefented itfelf for that purpofe, which was 
as follows : 


One 
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One Ranassoir Sinay, who had, for a 
long time, refided at Bombay^ as the repre- 
fentative of the Maratta chief Madurow, 
met with fome ill treatment there, about 
the yeaf 1 767, and being, on that account, 
incenfed againft the Englilh, he wrote a 
a letter to Mr. Senf, in which he not only 
complained bitterly of their infupportable 
arrogance, but likewifc intimated that there 
might now be an opportunity for the Dutch 
Compamy to attain what he knew they had 
long wilhed for, namely, the eftablilhment of 
a factory at Bazaim, or thereabouts, and this 
gave occafion to a treaty between them : all 
which may be better underftood from the ex- 
trail of Mr. Senf’s memorial on that head, 
from feilion xv to feition xviii inclufivc, 
and the documents referred to thereby. 

Mr. Senf had before call his thoughts 
tow'ards fome places in the gulph of Cambaya, 
and particularly upon Goga *, whither he 
had lent a committee in the year 1765, who, 
under the appearance of a party of pleafure, 

* Goga is a littk town on the weftern fide of the gulph of 
Camhaya, about twenty. eight or thirty leagues from Cantbaya, 
ajid which Thevenot fays abounds with banians and 
fcamcn. T, 


furveyed 
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furveyed the places iu that neighbourhood, 
and the ifland Peram. But nothing refulted 
herefrom, as a fafe anchoring-place for fhips 
had no where been found : and there were 
other circumftaices, on account of which this 
project could not be ftrongly infilled upon 

But before I depart from this fubje6l, J 
muft remark, that, how great Ibever the in- 
fluence and powei" of the Englifli may have 
been, at the time of the revolution of 1759, 
yet they would never have been able to ob- 
tain pofleffion of the caftle, or to have got 
the authority lb much in their own hands as 
they have done, had they not perfiiaded Mr* 
Taillefert, oUr dire 61 :or at that time, to 
remain entirely inadive, and to let them do 
as they liked, without interruption. 

It muft, however, appear fiirprifing to 
every one, that a man of a found ui^derftand- 
ing, as that gentleman was laid to poftefs, 
did not make any ufe of the relpe<ftable force 
which he had, at that time, at his difpofal, 
both inftiips and in troops, which was at leaft 
fufficient to enable him to fruftrate the defigns 


* See the report on that fubjeft, delivered in the 19th oi 
November, 1765. S. 


of 
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of the Engllfli> if he did not choofe to take 
pofTeffion himfelf of the qaftle for his mafters^ 
which was offered to him, without the lead: 
fear of the effufion of blood ; for it would 
have been effedled in the following manner : 

The Company’s brokers, Mantchergi, 
and Govenram, who were both living, and 
who both related the affair to me, when 1 was 
at Surat, were to have been feized, and put 
under arreft, under fome pretext or other, 
in thecaftle, and Mr. Taillefert was tlien 
to have fent a ftrong detachment of troops 
to the caftle, to require their releafe as per- 
ibns in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company ; and this detachment were, by 
agreement, being let into the caftle for that 
purpofe, to make themfelves inflantly mailers 
of it. 

Neverthclefs, the Englilh chief, Mr. Spen- 
cer, had the addrefs to perfuadeMr. Tail- 
lefert to remain inadive, either by great 
promifes, or by other means. 

The truth of thefe circumftances appears 
lb evident, even from the public papers of 
the time, that it is not necelfary to infill 
upon the private tellimony of the Company’s 
brokers, or of all the individuals of con- 

lideration 
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Cderation among the natives, who bear wit- 
nefs to them ; for what could otherwife have 
induced Mr. Spencer, before the commence- 
ment of the attack, and when he was at the 
head of the troops, to write, of his own ac- 
cord, his letter of the i 8 th of February, 1759, 
by which he guaranteed, in the ftrongeft 
manner, all the privileges as well of the Com- 
pany as of individuals, provided they obferved 
p. ftridl neutrality ? and what could otherwife 
have induced Mr. Taillefert to 2:ive, bv 
Hs anfwer of the 20th of the fame month, 
not only alTurances of friendlhip and neutra- 
lity, but likewife to declare, exprefsly, that 
for Ibme time paft he had given orders that 
none of his people Ihould give any offence to 
the Englifh, and much lefs adt inimically 
towards them ; and alfo that he had, for fomc 
days, been prefent in perfbn with moft of the 
Company’s fervants at their garden, or wharf, 
in order to be the better able to prevent, 
either the governor of the caftle, or any one 
elfe, from making any ufe of the Company’s 
territory and artillery ? It would equally be 
matter of furprife, if it were not with the 
utmoft fatisfadlion that Mr. Taillefert 
agreed to this neutrality, wby he refufed the 

repeated 
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repeated offers made to him by the governor 
of the caftle, as has before been mentioned, 
firft indireftly, afterwards verbally, and then 
piiblicly and in writing, to deliver the caflJe 
into the hands of the Dutch Company, in 
defpite of the Englith and of their menaces : 
for the reafbns which he alleges for that re- 
fufal, in his fecret dilpatches of the loth of 
March 1759, chiefly confifting in the pre- 
fumption, that the governor of the caftle had 
no authority from his mafter for that purpofe, 
and in the apprehenfion that, if we were to 
take pofleflion of the caftle, the Englifli 
might, at leaft, claim an indemnification from 
us for the expences of the expedition which 
they had begun ; or if we refufed to fatisfy 
their demands, aft againft us with open hof- 
tility, and perhaps compel us to the abandon- 
ment of the fortrels, with more difgrace, 
than the acquifition of it was accompliflied 
with facility ; thefe arguments, I fay, are far 
from being fufiicient to counterbalance the 
indubitable maxim, that in matters of the 
utmoft importance and neceflity, the moft 
perilous remedies muft be reforted to, and 
the utmoft hazard incurred, rather than be 
forced to yield to the fuperiority of rivals. 

It 
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It is therefore thought, that fome palpable 
miftake, or abufe, was committed herein ; 
for it is not otherwife poflible to believe that 
Mr. Taillefert, acquainted fo long be- 
forehand of the defigns of the Englilh, Ihould 
have tamely remained a fpeftator of their 
execution, without attempting the leail: op- 
pofition j the more fo, as he had, at that 
time, under his command, a ftrong garri- 
fon of brave troops exafperated againft the 
Englifh, together with a good number of 
European leamen. 

After all, our people were juftified in ex- 
pe<5ling, as a recompence for their inadivity 
and neutrality, that the formal written af- 
furances, firft given by Mr. Spencer by 
orders from the prefidency of Bombay^ and 
afterwards dire(51 by the council of Bombay t 
that they would maintain us in all the privi- 
leges which had been granted to us by the 
mogul emperors, and that they would not 
fufFer any infradlion to be made in/ them, 
would be religioufly adhered to, and have 
been followed by adlive exertions in conle- 
quence. But nothing was lefs their intention 
than to fulfil thefe fine promifes and affurances, 
which had merely ferved for the purpofe of 

lulling 
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lulling a too credulous governor into fecurity 
and inadlivity. They even, on the contrary, 
loon began to manifeft their defires, if not 
to nullify, at leafl to curtail thofe very pri- 
vileges they had engaged to maintain ; for 
Mr. Spencer, the hero of the piece, whom 
I have fo often mentioned, was no fooner 
in the fafe poireflion of the caftle, than he 
gave many grounds of complaint to our peo- 
ple, as appears from Ibme letters written 
foon after by Mr. Taillefert himfelf. 

One Hodges too, an Englifh chief, ven- 
tured far beyond the bounds of juftice and 
equity towards us. Availing of the inability 
of our diredlor, Mr. Drabbe, he fought to 
overthrow at once the honour, the efteem, 
and the profperity of our Company ; for it 
w'-as folely through his influence, and at his 
inftigation, that the nabob compelled our 
fervants, in the year 1762, after a long in- 
veftment, or fiege, of their factory, not only 
to pay a heavy contribution in ready money, 
but alfo to fubrait to the mofl: humiliating 
conditions that can well be imagined. 

To enumerate all the injuries which our 
nation have fuftained from them here, fince 
that time, and to enter into a particular 

detail 
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detail of our fubje^ts of complaint ; of the 
difficulties which we experienced, before we 
could obtain their confent to remove the 
effedls of the Company out of the fadlory in 
the city, to the garden, or wharf, and to land 
and houfe the merchandize we imported 
there, notwithftanding the fecond article of 
the twenty-ninth Jirman, which, together 
with all the other privileges granted to us, 
they had in fo folemn a manner guaranteed 
to us, and promifed to maintain ; particularly 
empowered us fo to do of their illiberal con- 
du£l with relpedl to the repairs we wanted to 
make at the powder-magazine on the wharf, 
although the perfons they had themfelves 
deputed to inlped: into it, had teftified the 
neceffity of the repairs intended ; of the obli- 
gation under which they attempted to bring 
the Company, to let the goods which were to 
be exported be chiapped by an officer appoint- 
ed by them, in conjundtion with the one 
appointed for that purpofe by the governor 
of the city, although the latter had always 
before been alone authorized to do it, and the 
governor of the caflle had never been allowed 
to interfere in this commercial tranfadliou, 
and v/hich, if our people had not pofitively 

relifted. 



refifted, would have fubjedled them for ever 
to the caprices of the Englilh, in this im- 
portant matter; of the compuhion which 
one Price exercifed, in order to obtain all 
the fiigar brought to Surat, in private trade, 
at a very low rate, and which even prevails 
at prefent, as I have before related, and in- 
ftanced by what happened to myfelf ; of the 
indecent and outrageous manner in which 
Hodges claimed the effedts of one Klin- 
KAERT, who had been our comptroller of 
equipment, but had deferted, and was taken 
under the protedlion of the Englilh chief, 
and when they were refufed to be delivered, 
his violent condudl in fending an enfign with 
a flrongdetachment of military to feize them, 
and carry them away by force, caufing the 
Company’s feal>, which had been affixed to 
thofe effedts, to be torn off by a fubaltern offi- 
cer ; of the ill treatment which our brokers 
underwent, in defiance of the rights of the 
Company, under whofe protedlion, and in 
whofe fervice they were, and confequently 
fubjedl to no jurifdidlion but that of our 
diredtor and council; of the exceffes and 
outrages committed by the Engliffi, in the 
year 1772, at our fadlory at Baroche, when 
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they made no fcruple of invefting the Com^ 
pany’s lodge with an armed force, keeping 
the perfons of their fervants in confinement, 
and breaking open the warehoufes, chefts, 
boxes, &c. : to give a particular detail, I fay, 
of all thefe injurious tranfadtions, as they are 
recorded at length in the papers of the Com- 
pany, and of which, other accompanying and 
aggravating circumftances have been related 
to me, would entirely take up the little re- 
maining time I have appropriated for the 
purpofe of noting down only what is moft 
remarkable at Surat, and in the Company’s 
alFairs there. The inftances that I have thu? 
{lightly touched upon, are enough to (hew 
the arrogant and arbitrary difpofition and 
conduc^l of a nation whofe inveterate hatred 
of the Dutch is too notorious to admit of dif- 
pute ; and likewife the unpleafant and cruel 
fituation in which our Company are placed, 
both here and in Bengal, 

It would be a moll defirable circumllance, 
if the Englilh were Ihut out, from trading tp 
other places, where we are polTelTed of the 
territorial power ; or, at leall, tliat their trade 
were not preferably encouraged both by the 
Company and by individuals. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Account of the Maratlas. — Their Wars with the 
Moguls. — Government. — Predatory Difpojition. — % 
Military Eftablijhment. — ConduSi when in tb$ 
pield. — Account of their Camps, iAe. — Tributes 
paid to them, — Their Territories. — Revenues.— 
Account of the Patans, or Afghans. — Their Origin, 
— Their warlike Genius, (3c. 

I HAVE feveral times before made men- 
tion of the Marattas, and the influence 
which this people have at prefent ih the 
affairs of Hindojlan, render them deferving 
of being better known ; and it is rcquifite 
to give as many particulars of this extenfive 
people as can be afeertained : the following 
account of them, which I met with in an 
Englifh work, will therefore not be improper 
in this place : 

“ As the Marattas have no written hif- 
“ tory, and fcarcely any tradition, that we 
** know, of their former Hate, it is im- 

“ poffible 
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** poffible to procure a full and fatisfa6k>ry 
account of fo numerous a nation, once fet- 
“ tied, then difperfed, and now re-eftablilh- 
“ ing themfelves throughout all parts of the 
“ mogul empire : a people who have had, 
“ from time immemorial, fettlements to the 
“ north of Dehly, great part of which they 
“ ftill poflefs j though fo great were the num- 
“ bers that were driven out from thence, 
by Aurenczebe, that he employed above 
“ twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to re- 
“ duce them in their new fettlements in the 
mountainous parts of the Deckan *. 

** They have had continued wars ever 


* The Maratta Hates in the 'Deckan are the only people of 
Hindojlan, who were never efFe£tually fubdued, and who 
never unanimoufly acknowledged themfelves fiefe to the 
throne of Dehly. Aurenczebe himfelf, unable to conquer 
them, found it prudent, for the fake of peace, to yield to 
them the fovereignty of part of the Deckan. They even 
carried the terror of their arms into the heart of Dehly^ 
whence they carried off vaft treafures ; and they continued 
their depredations, firft in the country around that feat of 
empire, and then in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa : until, in confideration of the celiion to them of the 
province of Catac, and an annual tribute of twelve lacks of 
rupees, they concluded a treaty of peace with Ailavsfdi 
Chan, who was polfelTed of the foubahflrip of Bengal, in 
thejear 1750. T, 


fiiice 
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“ fince with all the moguls, fubahs, aii4 
“ governors, and made innumerable treaties 
“ of peace with them, which they never 
“ obferve any longer than they think it 
“ their intereft. They have themfelves had 
“ ftrange internal revolutions, and what is 
“ moft ftrange, the prefent governing men 
“ among them are brahmins, or priefts, 
hated by the true Marattas, but followed 
“ by them for pay.” 

Their rajah, or prince, is facred ; and 
“ they hold that he ought to be a kind of 
“ idol, fliut up, and fed at the public ex- 
“ pence, and the executive power lodged iit 
“ fome other branch of his family ; at leaft, 
fuch has been the eftablifhmcnt on the 
“ Malabar coaft : but this was ftibverted by 
“ the ufurpation of the two brahmins, the 
one called Peelagfe, and the other 
“ BuncERow. Peelagee governed Gu- 
“ zurat, and Budgerow the country to the 
“ fouthward,” 

“ His fon, who fucceeded him, is known 
“ by his name Balazerow, on the Coro~ 
“ mandel cc-aft : gn the Malabar he is call- 
“ ed the Nanna, for that is the title by 
“ which the a6ling head of the govern- 

“ mentj 
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mcnt, and general of the forces, is dif- 
“ tinguifhed.” 

The nominal prince, or the idol, as he 
** has been defcribedi is ftyled Ram Rajah, 
and Saha Rajah 

All thefe names, indiicriminately ufed, 
** and ftrangely Ipelt, occafion no fmall dif- 
ficulty to the reader of the writings con- 
cerning thefe peopiej who is alfo defired 
** to take notice, that though all authors 
** fpeak of Sattaarab as the capital of the 
Maratta country, the refidence of the 
brahmin their Ibvereign, is Foonaht about 
“ a hundred miles eaft-lbuth-eaft of Bom- 
** bay 'I-, where all the bulinels of the go- 
** vernment is carried on.” 

** What proves that they have formerly 
“ been powerful over all the mogul em- 
pire, though now dilunited, is the uni- 
verlal acknowledgment of the chout^ or 
“ tribute, paid to them, of a fourth of the 
revenues of every rajaby or governor. 


* Likewife the Sahoo, or Sou, from the laft king who 
aftually reigned. T. 

j “ D’Anville fays, the fituation of Sattaarah is not 
'< afcertained, and therefore he has not put it in his 
« map." T. 


“ This 
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This they ftill cplleft in all parts, taking 
“ what they can get of it in ready money, 
and leaving the balance in arrear, which 
will ferve them at leafl: as a pretence for 
“ another incurflon, whenever they want 
employment for their troops 
“ It may feem ftrange that thefe Ma- 
“ rattas, who are brahmins, and fo ftricl 
** obfervers of the Gentoo religion, and the 
“ tenets of the tranfmigration of fonls, that 
“ they will never kill the moft ofFenfive 
“ animals that crawl about them, fhould, 
“ without any fcruple, eagerly employ their 


* Their natural faftnefles and inaccellible mountains, 
which confpired with their native bravery to preferve the 
Marattas from the mogul yoke, account for their predatory 
habits, their uegle<ft of agriculture, and invincible love of 
arms. Among this race of warriors, that generous hofpi- 
tality, both towards ftrangers and each other, which in for- 
mer times fo eminently charafterized the manners of the 
eaft, is ftill obferved with faered, and even fupcrftitious ex- 
aftnefs. Their military eftablifliment, which is chiefly com- 
pofed of cavalry, is about three hundred tboufend ; but thefe 
are not to be confidered as regulars, or permanent troops, 
but as an eftabliflied militia. In judging of the Maratta 
force, we are alfo to obferve, that it is an invariable cuftom 
among their troops, when an expedition is concluded, to re- 
tire with what plunder they may have collected, to their re- 
fpeftive abodes ; leaving with the chiefs only what may be 
called their body-guards. T. 


“ fabrei? 
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fabres to the deftru6tion of their fellow- 
“ creatures. The falvo for this extraor- 
** dinary contradi6liorl, is a device of their 
prieftsi who, by the facrifice of a buf- 
“ falo> with many myfterious and enthufi- 
“ aftic ceremonies, abfolve their warriors 
from the reftridions which bind the vul- 
“ gar.” 

** It fhoUld be here obferved, that the 
Marattas, mentioned fb often in the nar- 
rative were only a body of horfb, free-^ 
bootersi who alternately took the pay 
** of the higheft bidder. They were fuch 
as MoRaroW -b had picked up to follow 
** his fortunes; and, till he attempted to 
make himfelf independent, they had no 

* Of the war on the coaft of Coromandel., in the year 

tyjo. r. 

f MoRAReW, who is Often mentioned in Cambridge’s 
account of the war in India, was a Maratta, who, by fup- 
jpoi ting the divifions in the country, had made himfelf con- 
fiderable from a fmall beginning ; he fided with no party, 
but as he found his advantage in it, and as ealily changed 
Cdes ; he commanded about 3000 very good horfe. When 
hot employed or paid by any prince, he fcoured the coun- 
try for himfelf, and raifed contributions where he could get 
moft, and with the leaft riik. His real mafter was the Nak- 
UA Saha Raj^vh, but he obeyed his orders only in propor* 
tion as they coincided with his own views. T, 

K 4 


(( 


fettled 
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fettled habitation, and no profeflion bu8 
** war, if it may be called a profeflion, 
“ where they have neither art nor dif- 
cipline : and yet they are formidable to 
“ the Moors, who, carrying fuch numerous 
“ and encumbered armies to the field, are 
the eafier haraffed, and even ftarved by 
them; for thefe pillagers, continually gal- 
“ loping round the country, cut off the con- 
voys ; and as mofl: of the parties carry 
with them neither baggage nor provifions, 
they eafily elude all purfuit, and, in an 
inflant, retire to their faftnefles, or even, 
“ if occafion require, to their owa country^ 
“ They ride a hardy horfe, inured to fa- 
“ tigue, and for the mofl: part fed with 
ftanding corn. The common men have 
“ no clothing but a turband on their head, 
“ and a fafh round their waift : inflead of a 
“ faddle they ufe fuch a kind of pad as is 
recommended by Marfhal Saxe. Truly 
“ formidable with their fabres, they are fa- 
tal to troops that are once broke.- 
“ They are a deftru^live foe, and an un- 
ferviceable friend. They ruin their ene- 
“ mies by burning their country, and their 
*'* allies by their avaricious demands foe 

“ money. 
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“ money. Inftead of meriting their 
** which they might eafily do after a defeat, 
** by cutting off all the broken troops, they 
“ fly to the camp, where everyone procures 
** a good burden for his horfe, and walking 
“ on foot drives him away loaded with the 
“ Ipoil**” 

The 

^ With the above, it may nol be uninterefting to coiti' 
^lare and contraft the following pl£ture of the more regular 
armies of the Marattas, from DiromV Narratme of Iht Cam- 
faign againft Tippoo SaiB, in 1793 . — “ The chiefs themfelves, 
“ and all the Marattas in their fuite, and, indeed, all their pea- 
" pie, were remarkably plain, but neat. In their appearance. 

Mild in their afpetk, humane in their difpofition, polite and 
“ nnalFeifted in their addrefs, they are difllnguifhed by obe- 
** dience to their chiefs, and attachment to their country. 

There were not to be teen among them thofe fantaftic ligure$ 
" in armour, to common among the inahomedans, in the 
“ nizim’s, or, as they ftyled themfelves, the mogul’s army j ad- 
“ venturers collefted from every quaiter of the eaft, who, prid- 
" ing themfelves on individual valour, think it beneath them 
“ to be ufeful but on the day of battle, and, when that conies, 
" prove only the inefficiency of numbers, uiiconnefted by any 
" general prihciple of union or of difeipline. The Maratta 
" camp Was at the diftance of about fix miles from our’s, and, 
" on approaching it, had the appearance of a large irregular 
town, for the chiefs pitch their ftandards around their gene- 
“ ral without order j and their tents being of all fizes, and of 
" "Wiany different colours, at a diftance, refemble houfes, rather 
“ than canvas. The ftreets, too, of their camp, croffmg and 
winding in every direftion, dilplay a variety of merchandize, 
as in a great fair. There are ffiroffs, or money-changers, 

jewellers. 
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“ The Marattas, though not withoh£ 
“ trade and manufa6tures, have principally 

“ enriched 

*' jewellers, fmiths, mechanics, and people of every trade and 
" defeription, as bufily employed in their occupations, and at- 
" tending as minutely to their intereft, as if they were in, 
“ Poonah, and at peace. The park of artillery, where all tbeif 
" guns are collefted, made an extraordinary appearance. The 
gun-carriages, in which they truft to the folidity of the tim- 
“ her, and ufe but little iron in their conftruftioij, are clumly 
" beyond belief, particularly the wheels, which are low, and 
" formed of large folid pieces of wood united. The grins ard 
'' of all forts and dimenfions ; and, having the names of their 
" gods given to them, are painted in the moft fantaftic man- 
ner 5 and many of them, held in efteem for the fervices they 
" are faid to have already performed for the ftate, cannot noxd 
“ be difpenfed with, although, in every refpeit, unfit for ufej 
“ Were the guns even ferviceable, the fmall fupply of ammu- 
nition with which they are provided, has always effeftualiy 
“ prevented the Maratta artillery from being formidable td 
“■ their enemies, The Maratta infantry is compofed of black 
chriftians, and delpicable poor wretches of the loweft caile, 
uniform in nothing but the bad ftate of their mufquets, none 
“ of which are either clean or complete } and few are provided 
with either ammunition or accoutrements : they are com- 
manded by half-cafte people of Portuguefe and French ex- 
traction, who draw oft* the attention of IpeCtators from the 
“ bad clothing of their men, by the profufion of antiquated lace 
bellowed on their own j and if there happen to be a few Etf- 
“ ropeans among the officers and men. Which is Ibrnetimes the" 
cafe, they execrate the fervice, and deplore their fate. The 
Marattas do not appear to treat their infantry with more re- 
“ fpeCt than they deferve, as they ride through them without 
^ any ceremony on the march, and on all occafions evidently 

confide? 
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enriched themfclves, by obliging the more 
vrealthy and relpedlable powers, their 
** neighbours, to be tributary to them.” 

“ k 

“ confider them as foreigners, and a very Inferior clafs of peopte 
“ and troops. Indeed the attention of the Marattas is direfted 
entirely to their horfes and bazars, thofe being the only 
“ objeds which immediately alFeft their intertft. On a 
** marching- day, the guns and the infantry move olF foon 
** after day-light ; the bazars and baggage move nearly about 
“ the fame time, as foon as they can be packed up and got 
ready. The guns and tumbrels, fufficiently unwieldy 
“ without further burden, are fo heaped with ftores and bag- 
“ there does not feem to be any idea of its ever 

V being neceflary to unlimber, and prepare for aftion on the 
“ march. As there are no pioneers attached to the Maratu 
** artillery to repair the roads, this deficiency is compenfated 
“ by an additional mimber of cattle, there being fometimes a 
“ hundred, or a hundred and fifty bullocks, in a firing of 
“ pairs, to one gun : the drivers, who arc very expert, fit on 
the yokes, and pafs over every Impediment, commonly on 
** a trot. The chiefs remain upon the ground, without tentsi 
“ fmoking their hookers, till the artillery and baggage have 
« got on fome miles ; they then follow, each purfuing his own 
“ route, attended by his principal people j while the inferiors 
“ difperfe, to forage and plunder over the country.’* 

“ A few days after the junction of the Maratta armies, an 
“ irregular fire of cannon and mufquetry was heard in their 
“ camp, between nine and ten at night. The troops imme- 
“ diately turned out in our camp, and fiood to their arms, 
“ thinking that Tippoo had certainly attacked the Marattas ; 
“ but it proved to be only the celebration of one of their 
“ ceremonies, in which they falut* the new moon on its firft 

“ appearance 
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“ It will naturally be alked, why do tbe 
** opulent ftates fubmit to be tributary ? and 

“ appearance. Another circumfiance occurred foon after, alfo' 
** charafteriftic of their cuftoms and difeipline. The ground 
“ on which our array had encamped at the jun£tion being 
bare of grafs, and extremely dirty. Lord Cornwallis was 
deiirous of marching ; and fent to the Maratta chiefs to re- 
“ queft they would move next morning, as their camp lay 
diredUy in our route. They returned for anfwer, ‘ that 
“ they fhould be happy to obey his lordfhip’s commands ; but 
“ as they had halted eight days it was not lucky, nor could 
“ they, according to the cuftom of their religion, march oii 
the ninth day. His lordlhlp gave wajr to their fuperftitious 
prejudice, and deferred his march.” 

“ "the armies of the allies, having fometimes to pkfs beyond 
our camp to their ground, it was highly entertaining to fee 
them in motion the whole day ; the chiefs in different 
*' groups, moguls and Marattas alternately, themfelves and 
“ their principal attendants mo'unted on elephants, diffin* 
guilhed by their flate-flags and nagars alfo borne on ele- 
“ phants. They were furrounded by cavalry, with their 
“ various ffandards, and preceded by their bards, and bands 
of mufic, who furig the praifes of their mafters, and the 
heroes of their nation. Group fucceeding group; ele- 
“ phants, camels, pikemen, flandard-bearers ; horfemen in* 
numerable, armed with fword and lliield, with lances, bows 
and arrows, and every variety of ancient and modern arms 
“ and armour ; tilts and tournamentsfor exercife ; and a con- 
“ tinual difeharge of piftols and carbines, difplaved the jubi- 
lee of their march. A fpe£lacle fo wild and irregular, yef 
** fo grand and interefling, refembled more the vilions of ro. 

mance, than any affemblage that can be fuppofed to have 
«• exiftence in real life.” Pages 8-13, 25 and 24. T. 

“ what 
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fi what fecurity have they that thefe licentious 
** plunderers will abide by their agreements, 
and not continually encroach upon them, 
and raife their demands ? The reafon is 
plain : it is lefs expenfive, and a lighter 
tax upon trade, to agree to fome certain 
payment, than to engage in the unknown 
expence of armies, to free themfelves 
from fo irregular a foe : and as to greater 
exadions, if the chief have once fettled 
the cbout^ he will hardly venture to ftrug- 
gle for more, as the money agreed on 
goes into his own pocket ; > and were he 
to proceed to the more violent method of 
compulfion, by invading the country, the 
fpoil would ail become the property of 
“ his troops, under the article of plunder, 
and his own fhare would come very ihort 
“ of the fum ftipulated j befides, they have 
V the prudence to conlider, that a country 
“ ravaged by their troops, will produce nei- 
ther tribute nor plunder again for fqmc 
time.” 

“ Such has been, in a great meafure, the 
“ {late of the Maratta people ; but about this 
“ time (1755) it appears, that they enter- 
tamed various defigns of extending their 

“ territoriei 
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*’■ territories in feveral parts of the country, 
and alfo on the iea-coaft. They took 
“ large diftrifts from the viceroy of the 
JDeckan, marched to Dehly, and made a 
■“ mogul, and after driving out Angria by 
our ftrength, beat the Portuguefe by their 
** own. They had generals who fet up for 
themfelves in the remote countries that 
they had conquered, and were giving 
fome other indications of their return 
“ from a vagabond life of rapine and dif- 
“ order, to a more fettled ijftem of policy 

“ The 

* The territories of the Marattas, extend from the neigh” 
tourhood of Goa, on the coaft of Malabar, to the river Paddar^ 
•which difcharges itfelf into the gulph of Scindy, and which 
di/Ides Guzufat from the dominions of Pdrfia. On the eaft 
they' are bounded by the Carnatic, by the Englifll Comp^ny^s 
northern circars, and by the dominions of the foubah of the 
Deciian : but the province of Catac ftretches in a winding 
conrfe to the bay of Bengal. Their revenues were originally 
very great. Before the ufurpations ofHYDER An Chan, in 
the kingdom of Myfcre, and around it, they amonpted to about 
Seventeen millions of pounds flerling. Afterwards their annual 
revenue was computed to be llill equal to twelve millions j and 
by the conditions of peace irapoied upon Tifpoo Saxe, by 
Lord CoEN-WALLis, at the conclufion of the campaign of 
1792, he ceded to the Marattas a tract of country, jrielding 
a yearly revenue of 13,16,666.6 Canteray pagodas, which are 
worth three nipees each, making therefore 49J,7jo/. fterKng. 

The 
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Tlie Marattas have been a great cheefe 
upon the Moorifh government, and it is 
■“ owing to their arms alone that the ma- 
*•* homedaijs have been prevented from the 
ufurpation of the whole peninfula.” 

“ As the Moors are a luxurious people, 
** in a few years of peace they grow ener- 
vated by their debaucheries, and foon de- 
generate into floth and effeminacy. It 
may alfo be added, that a general cor- 
** ruption of manners, and treachery to one 
** another, would greatly conduce to rea-? 

der them an ealy prey to the Marattas, 
“ whenever they fhould take the refolution 
•“ to expel them the country. And though 
there is not a governor, in the higheft 
“ rank of power and independency, but 
** who ftyles himfelf, a thoufand times, in 
the ordinary tranfadlions of the day, tie 
Jlave of the Mogul, there is not one of 


The total of the annual revenues of all the diilrl£ls ceded on 
that occafion by Tippoo amounted to pagodas 39,50^098. 9. 8 ; 
thirty-nine and a half lacks of rupees additional revenues to 
each of the three confederate powers, the Englilh Eaft-India 
.Company the Nizam, or Subah, of the Deckan, and the Ma- 
rattas, or one hundred and eighteen and a half lacks of rupees 
for the whole ; being one-half of Tippoo’s annual revenue be- 
fore the war. 7*. 

u 


them 
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** them in the whole empire that pays the 
leaft regard to the moft folemn orders of 
** that monarch, or that will march his 
troops to quell any dangerous commotion, 
“ or ftir for the prefervation of the life or 
^ throne of his mafter.” 

** The only balance to the power of the 
** Marattas, is a race of northern people, 
“ inhabitino; the mountains of Candahar^ 
“ commonly known in India by the name 
of Patans, though they are more gene- 
“ rally called Agwans, or Afghans, on the 
“ other fide of the country ; and under that 
** name they conquered IJpa/jan in the' year 
« 1722;" 

“■ They are mahomedans, vet no lels 
“ enemies to the Moorilh government than 
the Marattas or other Indians. They 
“ are faid to have been defcended from an 
*' ancient colony of Arabians, who entered 
“• the country four hundred years before 
‘‘‘‘ Ta.merlane, and built the city of 
“ fulipatam ; thence extending their con- 
quelcs northward, they founded Fa/na in 
Benga/ (or rather Bahar), and at laft 
overran the whole country to the weft, 

“ and 
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and were mafters of Deify when Tamer- 
** LANE firfl appeared in India 

As they were always reckoned good 
•* foldiers, they are now confidered as the 
very heft infantry in the whole empire ; 
and it is natural to fuppofe they fhould be 
** fuch, fince they have been inhabitants of 
“ the northern mountains.” 

“ This warlike nation made themfelves 
** formidable to Nadir Shah, in his 
march -j- ; and after that conqueror had 

left 

■* Mr. Han WAV gives a difFerent account of the origin of 
the Afghans 5 and for a particular detail of their cuftoms, 
hiftoryj difpofition, &c. and of their invalion and conqueft of 
Ferjia in 1722, the reader is referred to his Resolutions of Perfia, 

Vol. 1. 

-f- On Nadir Shah’s return from India with his army, 
laden with immenfe treafures, he was flopped at the river Indsts, 
for want of a fufficient number of boats to form a bridge. This 
delay afforded time to the Afghans and the Indians, who in- 
habited the weftem fide of the river, to take up arms. The 
vafl booty which the Perfians had amaffed, was a temptation 
not to be refifted j and they ftemed refolved to try their for- 
tune, if, by uniting their forces, they could not feize fome 
part of the plunder. They attained their objedt, though with- 
out trying their flrength j for thfe Perfian king thought himfelf 
in danger, and chofe rather to negociate for a free paffage, than 
run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confldera- 
tion of a vaft tieafure, rendered the fierce and intrepid NADra, 

cautious 
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“ left the mogul empire in the weak and 
“ indefenlible ftate to which he had re- 
“ duced it, the Patans invaded it, on a fup' 
“ pofition that it was in too low a condition 
“ to be able to refill the force which they, 
“ at that time, thought was fufficient to 
“ bring againft it : they were, however, 
obliged to quit the country by a precipi- 
“ tate flight. But it was not long before 
“ the peace of Dehly was more fatally dif- 
“ turbed ; for the Patau chief retiring to 
“ Lahore, in a little time afiembled a much 
more formidable army, and entering 
“ Deh/y, gave up the town to be plundered 
“ three days by his foldiers. In the mean 
“ time he took to himfelf all that was to 
“ be found in the royal treafury, and re- 
“ quired of the colleclors of the public re- 
“ venues, that they Ihould be accountable 
“ to him for all they had received. He 


cautious and clrcumfpeft. He oflered, and they accepted, ten 
lacks of rupees for a free paflage j and, however large this fum 
might appear upon another occafion, it was an obje£t of very 
little confideration compared with the bulk of Nadie’s trealiire. 
The jewels, money, and valuables, carried out of India by Nadir 
and his army, have been computed to amount to no lefs' than 
from feventy to eighty millions of pounds ftcrling. T. 

“ then 
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** then marched home, being fuppofed to 
“ have taken away more riches, except 
jewels, than Nadir Shah carried out of 
“ the country. He made no revolution, 
“ and, it is faid, no alteration in the go- 
“ vernment of Hindojiarit and yet he af- 
filmed a kind of fbvereignty over it; but 
“ when he returned to Lahore, he drew a 
“ line from fouth to north, affuming to 
“ himfelf a vaft extent of country, to the 
“ weft of that line, which was before, at 
“ leaft nominally, dependent on the empfre 
“ of Hindojiani there he left his fon Timur, 
“ as governor of his new dominions, and 
gave no further difturbance to Hindojlan 
till the year 1757 *•” 


* Cambridge’^ Account of the Jf'ar in India, pages 79“82, 
119-122. The expedition of Achmet Abdallah, the Patan 
chief here alluded to, in 1757, has been mentioned in chap. x. 
of the fecond book, vol. n, T. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 


"The Company's Bire^ian at Surat. — Pomp in mhich 
the DireBor formerly appeared. — Military and 
Marines. — Ccmcil. — Bookkeepers and other Of- 
ficers of the Company. — Their Brokers. — Money- 
changer .—-ContraBors. — Incomes of the Company's 
Servants. — Further Particulars refpeBing their 
Trade.' — Defcription of their Wharf in the Jenghi- 
bander. 

The adminiflratioM of the affairs and 
trade of the Company is at Surat, as in Ben- 
gal, entrufled to a director ; thefe two places 
are the only ones where the Company have 
diredlors. 

Formerly our director here lived in great 
pomp, pn account of the ideas entertained 
by the Moors and Indians, who are aceuf- 
tomed to calculate the wealth of every one, 
and to hold them in refpeft, in proportion 
as they excel in grandeur and oftentation. 
For this reafon the Company have not only 

allowed 
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allowed their diredtor to appear with mag- 
nificence, but have alfo been at the expence 
of the various ornaments and fcrvices of 
gold and filver plate, which it was necef- 
lary to keep for the purpofes of parade, and 
which would have fallen too heavy upon 
the diredlor himfelf. A certain number of 
horfes, and, as I believe, one or two ele- 
phants, chariots of ceremony, and palan- 
keens, with trappings of gold and filver, 
were kept at the charge of the Company, 
to furnifh a fplendid appearance whenever 
the diredlor went out in ftate. 

But this is now all fet afide; and the 
ornaments of gold and filver, the fervicc 
of filver plate, &c. to the value of thirty 
thoufand rupees, were all carried on board 
of my fhip to Batavia^ and very little or 
no appearance of pomp is at prefent kept 
up at Surat. 

The military, of whom there ufed to be 
before one hundred men and upwards, are 
now reduced to one enfign, and fifteen or 
fixteen privates ; and the marine efiablifh- 
ment confifls in two commanders of the 
Company’s fmall velfels in the river, and a 

boatfwain 
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boatfwain under the comptroller of equip- 
ment 

This decreafe plainly indicates the decay 
of the trade of the Company, and perhaps 
alfo an intention of gradually withdrawing 
from this place, without giving any offence 
to the government of the country, in order 
that they might not oppofe the removal of 
our trade, on account of the advantages 
which they flill derive from it. 

Yet it is alleged that this is merely done 
in order to bring this fa 61 ory upon another 
footing, and to place it immediately under 
the diredlion of the adminiftration in Ho/- 
land, as at prefent is the cafe with refped 
to Ceylon and Bengal j to which effedf, the 
orders for fupplies, which were before exe- 
cuted from Batavia, were henceforward to 
be fulfilled by a veffel to be fent hither diredf 
from Holland for that purpofe ; and thofe 
for the year 1778 were accordingly made up 
for Europe. 


* In i 776-I77-7» the eftablifliment of the Dutch at Surat, 
confifted of thirty perfons in the civil fervice of the Company, 
one clergyman, two furgeons, four mariners, and twenty-five 
foldiers; in all fixty-two Europeans. 7'. 


To 
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To the dirc6lor is adjoined, as in all other 
places, a council, confifting at prefent, of the 
director as prefident, the feiiior merchant 
and fecond, the merchant fifcal, and fix ju- 
nior merchants, who, but without the direc- 
tor, and having the fecond as prefident, com- 
pofe the council of Juftice. 

Befides thefe there are feveral bookkeepers 
and afliftants, who perform the writing 
bufinefs ; a comptroller of equipment, who 
has the rank of firft lieutenant ; a chief 
lurgeon to the hofpital ; and a difpencier, or 
purveyor, who is, at the fame time, book- 
keeper. 

There are likewife two fadtors in the 
Company’s lodge at Baroche, one of whom 
is a junior merchant, and the other a book- 
keeper. 

The Company have alfo feveral natives 
in their fervice. Of thefe, the chief are the 
two brokers, one of whom is a Perfee, and 
the other a Banian, who have already been 
between thirty and. forty years in that em- 
ployment. 

All- fales and purchafes relative to the 
trade of the Company are made by them, 
and they receive for brokerage one and a 
L 4 half 
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half per cent on the former, and three and 
a quarter per cent on the latter. They fre- 
quently purchafe for their own account all 
the goods which the Company import. They 
formerly even carried their influence in the 
direction to fuch a pitch, that no other na- 
tive merchant durft ever make an offer for 
any goods ; but the diredtor Senf, feeing 
the evil confequences arifing from their af- 
fumed exclufive privileges, invited himfelf 
other merchants to come and treat for the 
goods, againft which the brokers naturally 
endeavoured to do all they could ; but that 
gentleman found means to pacify them, and 
make them know their duty. 

Neverthelcfs he beftows much praife up- 
on them in fedlion 1 07, of his memorial, 
where he fays, that the Company never 
had more zealous, or more intelligent fer- 
vants, nor ever will procure better mer- 
chants as brokers, than thofe who are at 
prefent in that employment. I will quote 
his own words : “ This appears from the 
large cargoes which I have annually dif- 
pofed of through their management, and 
“ from the great profits which I made upon 
them ; this appears more evident from 

“ their 
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** their integrity, in punftually fulfilling 
“ their engagements entered into by the 
“ yearly contracts which I made with them, 
“ and by which I flipulated, elpecially with 
** relpe^l to the purchafes to be made for 
“ the Company, the mioft favourable terras 
“ that could ever be obtained. To the{e 
“ circumftances, therefore, I refer, as con- 
“ ciufive proofs of the neceffity there is 
“ duly to appreciate the merits of our 
“ brokers and contractors, and to keep 
“ them attached to our intercft. They 
likewlle afford proofs of the reality of the 
amelioration of the trade of the Company 
“ which has thereby taken place, during my 
“ adminiflration.” 

It were to be wifhed that they were ftill 
held in the lame ellimation } but I have 
feveral times heard complaints of the con- 
trary, imparted to me in confidence ; and 
that they meet with much vexation and dif- 
ficulty, by the machinations of the Engiilh, 
and efpecially of their broker, who, it feems, 
had much influence with the perlbn who 
has at prefent taken a great part of the di- 
reClion upon himfelf. 

In former times, it appears, that the 

brokers 
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brokers employed by the Company, were 
both banians : and it feems to have be- 
come hereditary in the family of one of 
them, for the prefent banian broker is the 
fifth of his family, who has filled this of- 
fice, during the fpace of upwards of one 
hundred years. 

But Mr. ScHREUDER, in his beforemen- 
tioned memorial, addrefled to Mr. Pecock, 
is of opinion, that it is better for the inte- 
refts of the Company that their brokers be 
of different religions, in order to have them 
more under controul, and that the lefs mu- 
tual good underftanding prevail between 
them. Yet I never obferved otherwife than 
that they were as confidentially conne6led 
together, as if they were not alone' of the 
fame religion, but alfo own brothers. 

Befides afting as brokers in the fales and 
purchafes of goods, one part of their office 
is to attend at the durbar, or upon the city- 
magiftrates, when there is any thing to do 
there in behalf of the Company, either to 
prefer petitions, prefent remonftrances, or 
make propofals, all which is done through 
them. 

The Company’s money-changer is alfo 

one 
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one of their principal native fervants. The 
purchafc-money of the goods fold is depo- 
fited in his hands, before they are delivered 
out of the warehoufes. He puts the rupees 
into bags, each containing one thoufand, 
which he feals with his chiapy and he is 
obliged to ftand to the number, for which 
he receives one-fixteenth per cent ; yet the 
bag muft be opened in his prefence, or elle 
he is not refponfible, if lefs than the right 
lutn be found in it. Thefe bags, fealed in 
this manner, pafs through feveral hands, 
and are currently taken for the value mark- 
ed upon them, without being opened, or the 
money counted out, as long as the feal re- 
mains uninjured. 

The Company have further their fur- 
nifhers, or contradlors, being thofe perfons 
with whom they contradl for the delivery 
of cotton cloths. They have the cottons 
manufadiured according to patterns given 
to them, and as foon as they are ready, 
they are carried into the lodge in the city, 
where they are examined and compared 
with the patterns, and fuch as do not agree, 
or are faulty, are rejedcd, and returned to 

the 
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the contraftors ; this is called to ba%ar the 
cottons, and it may not be done in any othet 
place than in the lodge. 

The direftor has, befides, two natives in 
his fcrvice called hircarrahSf who carry fuch 
meflages to the nabob, and the city-magif- 
trates, as are of too little importance to 
trouble the brokers with. 

All the European fervants of the Com- 
pany, from the director down to the affift- 
ants, enjoy a certain income, arifing from 
two per cent upon the amount of the fales 
of fpices, and of the purchafes of hlks, cot- 
ton cloths, raw iilk, and cotton yarn, for 
Europe, and from five per cent upon the 
fales and purchafes of all other goods, al- 
lowed them by the Company, of which a re- 
partition was made by Mr.ScHREUDER, and 
approved of by the government at Batavia, in 
the year 1746. 

Thofe who are employed in the ware- 
houfes, in the purveyor’s office, at the 
wharf, &c. have feveral other emoluments, 
which are particularly detailed in the Regu- 
lations ijfued by the Company, containing the 
Means of a better fubf fence for their fervants, 

of 
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of which I may, perhaps, add copies in an 
appendix 

The chief articles of merchandize which 
the Company difpofe of to advantage here, 
at prefent, are, Ipices, Japan copper in bars, 
and fugar ; the other articles, fuch as tor- 
toifefliell, benzoin, tin, quicl^filver. See. 
which appear to have produced fome profit 
in former years, are now either not fent 
at all, or in fmall quantities, as the greater 
fupplies of them, now brought to Suraf, by 
other nations, render the gains upon them 
both precarious and of little confequence. 

Yet the Company have fometimes been 
obliged to put up with a profit of no more 
than twenty-five per cent upon fbme of the 
firft mentioned articles ; as for inftance ; 
when in one year, a certain favourite being 
fent as chief to Surat, and it being forefeen 
that his adminlftration would not be of lon» 
duration, it was alleged that the Company’s 

* The regulations intended to have been added hy Mr. 
Stavokinus in an appendix, were not publiflied with his 
voyages, but copies of them have been procured from Holland, 
and tranflations of them are added at the end of this volume, 
in an appendix, which, it is prefumed, will be found ufeful to 
explain much of the domeftic economy of the Dutch Eaft- India 
Company. T. 


wareboufes 
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warehoufes at Batavia were fo glutted with 
fugar, that it was necefTary to find fome 
means of difpofing of the large quantities 
on hand ; it was therefore determined that 
all fhould be fhipped to Surat, with orders 
to put off the whole, were even no more 
obtainable than an advance of twenty-five 
per cent on the invoice-value ; thefe in- 
llrudlions were faithfully attended to ; and 
after an adminiffration of two-and-twenty 
months, the favourite returned well pleafed 
to Batavia, plentifully loaded with rupees. 

In the rainy feafon, fays Mr. Schreuder, 
trade is at a ftand, as the country-roads are 
then impradlicable j but moft of the cotton 
cloths are woven during that feafon. The 
beft time for trade is fhortly afterwards, in 
the latter end of September, or the begin- 
ning of Oftober, as moft of the fupplies of 
the preceding feafon are then exhaufted, and 
the merchants can then fend their goods up 
the country, and fell them to advantage. 

Excepting W'hat relates to the purchafed 
cottons, all the Company’s efFedts and con- 
cerns are at prefent upon their wharf, which 
is a piece of ground lying in the fouth- 
weflern fuburb, called Jenghi-bander, by the 

riverfide. 
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riverfide. It was ceded to the Company, 
partly as a purchafe, and partly as a dona- 
tion, in’ the time- of the embafly of Mr. 
Ketelaar, in the year 1712 ; but the 
abovementioned ufe was not made of it, 
till under the dirediion of Mr. Senf, who 
contrived to convey thither all that was ne- 
cefTary for that purpofe, and who obliged 
the Company’s fervants to refide upon it. I 
compute it to be about leven or eight acres 
in extent ; it is covered with buildings and 
warehoufes, except for about the length of 
fifty or fixty roods (two hundred, or two 
hundred and forty yards), along the river, 
where a ftone wall has been eredted from 
the riverfide, to the height of four feet above 
the level ground, which has two gates, be- 
fore each of which a pierhead juts out into 
the river, where the goods are difeharged 
and Ihipped, and the velTels lie always 
afloat. 

The building and repairing of this wall 
have already cofi; the Company a large fum 
of money, as well in what was paid to the 
Moorllh government, in order to obtain 
permiffion to eredt it, as in the expences of 
the conftrudlion itfclf. Mr. De Roth, who 

feemed 
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fcemed to be very much in earned to begin 
this work, charged in account, it is faid, 
no lefs a fum than eighty thoufand rupees, 
folely for the confideration-money, given for 
leave to build the wall; and when, two or three 
years ago, part of the wooden piles at the 
northeaft fide required to be renewed, a fum 
of forty thoufand rupees was charged for 
cffedling it ; each pile being provided, as I 
was told, with eighty pounds weight of iron- 
work. 

At the weft end of the wall ftands the 
houfe of the diredlor, as alfo that of the fe- 
cond j on the other fide, between thefe, is a 
large open fpace, on which the enfignftaff is 
planted ; and about forty yards from the 
wall there are four dwelling-houfes, of an 
uniform height, being of one ftoty, which 
were eredled under the laft diredlion, with 
the confent of the Englifh and Moors : be- 
hind them are fome foialler buildings. The 
bookkeepers and inferior fervants occupy 
part of the warehoufes, which are very 
flight, being only run up of bamboos and 
woodwork. 

The wharf is fhut every night by two 
gates, at one of which there is a guard of 

military 
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military, being juft beyond the hofpital, 
over which the chief furgeon has his apart- 
ments. 

1 have now related all what I found wor- 
thy of obfervation during the fliort ftay that 
I made at Surat, which did not permit me 
to examine into the manners and cuftoms of 
the natives with more accuracy, though I 
had the greateft defire to do it. 

I fhall now go back to my journal, from 
the time of my arrival at Surat, 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 


PaJJage up the River of Surat. — The Compan/s 
Garden Zorgvrv. — The Bar. — The Tary-dyke. 
— Tomb of a Faquir. — View of the City, — 
Excwrfion to Attua — To a Garden of the Nabob. 
—Viftt to a Faquir, who had vowed a Silence of 
twelve Tears. — The training of the Englijh Sepoys. 
•^Vijit to, and Account of, a Pagoda, and form 
Faquirs. — The Company's Brokers pay a Vifit to 
the Author. -^He goes to fee a celebrated Faquir, 
called Babba Saheb. — Account of his Houfe, 
Converfation, Sc. — Vijit to another Pagoda, and 
Account of fame religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos. 

• — Vijit to the Garden of Begum Saheb.- — Cele- 
bration of the new Tear by the Moors. — Procejfon 
of the Nabob to the Mofque. — Excurfon to, and 
Account of. Old Surat, and of a Mofque there . — 
Excurfon to Briauw. — To Poele Parre. — 
Dejcription of a Species of Hemp. — Further Ac- 
count of fame religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos . — 
Preparations for Departure. 

I HAVE before mentioned that both the 
fhips, Ouwerkerk and Overhoud, call: anchor 
in the road of Surat j on the loth of Novem- 
ber, 1775. 


The 
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The next day, at noon, I left the fliip, 
and came in about half an hour to Aitua^ 
or rather to the Company’s garden there. 
Called Zorgvry (free from c(^e)^ where thfr 
diredlor, Bosman, then was. 

I found on the bar, in the PaJJageul, nine 
feet water, it having rifcn, as I guefled, fix 
feet. The mouth of the river is half a league 
broad, by my computation, from Sualy to 
the N.w. to Domis to the s.Ei 

A little below Sudfy, on the lame fide, is 
the Tary-dyke^ fo called from its being fre- 
quented by Ibme of the common people, who 
retail their tary, or furt, to the paflers by : I 
have before mentioned this liquor. The 
country here looks very barren ; but when 
you get higher upi it aflumes a better and 
more fertile appearance. At intervals, large 
fields of nilly^ which the Moors call juary, 
are leen, divided from each other by inter- 
vening paftureigrounds. 

A little below the village of Omrah^ on 
the right hand, in going up the river, we 
palled the tomb of a faquir, which was at- 
tended by two of thole devotees : it Hands 
in a little grove, out of which feveral long 

bamboo 
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bamboo poles rife, with little white flags, 
with red ipots upon them. 

On approaching nearer to the point of 
Omrab, we got fight of the city of Surat, 
the Dutch and Englifli wharfs, the Com- 
pany’s garden, and, in particular, the Moorifli 
caflie, all which together make a lively and 
variegated appearance, from the numerous 
and different flags that are difplayed upon 
them. 

The whole lies 011 the fouth bank of the 
river, which is here about one hundred and 
fixty, or two hundred yards in breadth. On 
the oppofite bank are extenfive plains, the 
view over which is bounded by woods. 

After I had informed Mr. Bosman of my 
arrival, and had flayed a fhort time with 
him, I left him, and went, by the fame boat 
which brought me, to the Dutch wharf. I 
took up my quarters in a houfe which flood 
juft without the wharf, and which had been 
hired for me at the rate of twenty-five rupees 
per month : this manfion was more like a 
flable than a houfe ; yet I was told, what I 
afterwards found to be the fa 6 f, that it was 
one of the beft that could be procured here. 

I took 



[ *65 ] 

I took a walk, early in the morning, on 
the next day, to Attua^ in order to fpeak with 
Mr. Bgsman on various matters concern- 
ing my fhip, &c. The road thither is very 
pleafant and fliady. On the right hand 
there were people employed by the orders of 
the Englifti chief, to dig up the foundations 
of a ftrong wall, that had furrouiided a piece 
of ground fituated by the fide of the river, 
within which a kind of town had been built 
by a native merchant, named Fakkoor- 
DEER, who had nineteen fhips of his own 
at fea, and of whom it was related, that he 
never could bring the number to twenty, for 
the twentieth was no fooner equipped, than 
he received advice of the lofs of one of the 
others. The wealth of this man was lb 
immenfe, that he intended to have covered 
this wall with plates of copper j and he had 
a 61 u^lly begun to do fo, when the nabob, 
having inticed him into the city with pro- 
feffions of friendftiip and regard, and after 
having in vain attempted to poifon him, as 
he always fecretly carried an antidote with 
him, inclofed in a ring, put him at laft to 
death by violent means, in his garden of 
Mahmoudi Bagb. 

In 
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In the afternoon I went on an excurlion 
out of the city, through the Briau-w-^^A.^, to 
a garden of the nabob, which, from that 
gate, is called the Bnizaw- garden. The 
building, which is erected in this garden, con- 
fifts of a large divan, or falcon, open before 
and behind, and having a kind of pavillion 
on each fide, with fmall recefles, or retiring 
rooms. Before the building, an oblong 
fquare piece of ground, one hundred and 
fixty, or one hundred and eighty yards in 
length, is funk lower than the ground fur- 
rounding it, the edges of which are fup- 
ported from falling down by a brick wall of 
two feet in height ; this plot of ground is 
divided into beds, in which all forts of 
flowers are Town, or planted. The reft of 
the garden is planted with various fruit-trees^ 
and among them many vines ; the watering 
of the garden is effedled by means of brick 
channels, which convey the water wherever 
it is wanted ; this water is got out of brick 
cifterns, brought up in leathern bags by oxen, 
and poured out into large ftone relervoirs. 

All the other gardens of the nabob, which 
I went to fee, at different times, are laid out 
nearly in the fame manner. 


On 
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Oil the 15th of November, I rode out 
with Mr. VAN der Sleyden, the fifcal of 
this jdire^ion, who had the goodnejfs to ac- 
company me to the places where there was 
any thing remarkable, to fee a faquir, who 
had impofed a filence of twelve years, as a 
penance, upon himfelf j ten years had already 
elapfed fince he had not fpoken : we found 
him in a large hut, which had been made 
for him upon his coming hither a few 
months before, for thefe penitentiary de- 
votees feldom remain long in the fame place ; 
he was fitting by a little fire, although it 
was very hot weather on that day. 

He appeared to me to be about thirty 
years of age, was well made, and more in- 
clined to corpulency than fparenefs ; he was 
covered with a white duft, which was made 
of afhes of burnt cowdung, and is faid to be 
very cooling; his hair and beard were, in 
particular, filled with this duft, which made 
a moft difgufting appearance : his food con- 
fifted of confe<ftionary, or fweatmeats, and 
his drink of milk, which the byftanders faid, 
for there were feveral people who vifited 
and attended him in this hut, was brought 
to him every day out of heaven ; they like- 

wife 
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wife informed me that the place of his birth 
was fome where in or near Bengal: he was 
able, as I was told, to convey his meaning 
very plainly by figns. Oppofite to where he 
lat, was the image of the idol to whom he 
paid his devotioiis, placed in a femicircular 
niche : it was carved of one piece of a black 
Ihining ftone, and reprefented a man in ar- 
mour, with four arms ; it was about three 
feet in height. 

The Gentoos paid great refpedt to this 
faquir, on account of the Angularity of his 
penapce. 

When I was at the fame place, about a 
fortnight afterwards, he was gone, and no 
one knew whither ; his hut was demolifhed, 
and there remained no veflige of his tem- 
porary abode on that fpot, but the niche in 
which the image of his idol had been placed. 

On the 1 6 th of the fame month, proclama- 
tion was made throughout the city, by order 
of the nabob, that the day of the enfuing new 
moon would equally be the firft day of the 
ilew year : this proclamation v'as made 
amidft the beating of drums, and the found- 
ing of a fort of trumpets, or clarions. 

The day after, I went, early in the morn- 
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jng, to fee the Englifh fepoys perform their 
exercife ; they had been raifed a fhort time 
before to ferve in the war againft the Ma- 
rattas : this was done upon the Meidan^ 
They formed a body of about two hundred. 
Their fubaltern officers were of their own 
nation : they all wore a fhort fcarlet coat, 
laced with gold j pantaloons, and half boots, 
in the Mooriffi fafhion ; and a white turban 
wrapped round the head. Their command- 
ing officers were Englifhmen. 

They fired tolerably well ; but the evolu- 
tions, and the clofing of the ranks and files, 
were but indifferently performed. I like- 
wife obferved that moft of them turned their 
heads afide when they fired. 

In the afternoon, I went on an excurfion, 
out of the Mocha-^dite, on the road to Om~ 
rah, to a Gentoo pagoda, which was at the 
diflance of about half a mile from the river. 
It was very fmall, being fcarcely ten feet 
fquare, covered at top with a cupola. In 
the middle of the floor was a round hole, 
in which there lay a rough unhewn flone, 
ilrewed with flowers. In a niche in the 
wall, lay a large red brick, with fome figures 
delineated upon it ; but they were fo worn 

out 
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tnit by length of time, that little of them 
could be ditcerned. In a corner, on the fide 
of the entrance, there was a reprefentation 
pf fome animal lying down, made, as it 
were, of one brick, but in fuch a clumfy 
manner, that it was impoffible to fay what 
particular animal it was intended for. Upon 
the wall, oppofite to the entrance, were 
painted the figures of the fun and moon. 

Not far from the pagoda was the faquir^s 
tomb, which I mentioned before. The grave 
was covered by a fione, about two feet above 
the ground. About twenty-five paces off, 
was the abode of two others faquirs, in a 
little hut, under fome trees, and encircled 
by a paling of bamboo : they were keepers 
of the tomb, to which fervice they had de- 
voted themfelves ; and when thefe die, they 
are buried as the others, and other faquirs 
again perform the fame fervice of guarding 
their graves. 

On the 1 8th, I received a vifit from the 
brokers of the Company, of whom I have 
before made fome mention. One of them, 
the chief of the Perfees, Mantcherqi by 
pame, was formerly an immenfely rich man, 
and one of the moft capitab merchants of 

^Urat^ 
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Burat^ but, by many misfortunes, to which 
the Englifh did not contribute a little, he 
has loft much of his wealth j the other, 
called Govenram, is a Banian, who is 
equally eftcemed a man of large property, 
and who could fpeak a good deal of Dutch, 
fo as almoft to carry on a converfation with- 
out interruption. According to the cuftom 
of the country, I had betel prefented to them 
when they were about to depart, and role- 
water poured over their hands, with which 
they likewife moiftened their faces. 

The next day, early in the morning, I 
paid a vifit, in my palankeen, to the Banian 
hofpital for lick and maimed animals, of 
which I have before given an account. 

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. Sluis- 
KENS to Poe/e Parra, not far from which 
place a Gentoo faint, or faquir, refided, whp 
was held in the greateft veneration by them, 
and was addrefled by the title of Basra 
Saheb, or Lord and Father' the Europeans 
called him by the fame name. 

This faquir was fo, highly Venerated by all 
who are of the heathen, or Gentoo, religion^f 
that even the Marattas at Poonah, when they 
were at Poele Parra^ in the year before, and 

ha4 
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had burnt to the ground and deftroyed the 
houfe and garden of the Englifh broker, not 
only abftained from doing the leaft damage 
to the manfion of the holy man, but their 
chiefs went in peribn to pay their relpebls to 
him ; and, at his entreaties, ceafed from 
ravaging that neighbourhood any more. 

He rehded in a pretty large houle, of a 
fquare form, built of hone, with balconies 
all around it. Within it there was an open 
fquare Ipace, in the middle of which flood 
a little pagoda, in which there was nothing 
to be feen but fome frightful idols : in one 
of the upper balconies was the image, being 
the reprefentation of a woman, with four 
arms, to whom the faquir and his. attendants 
paid their religious adorations, and who had 
ftrewed it plentifully with flowers. 

We found this reputed faint in another 
gallery, whence there was a beautiful prof- 
peft of the river and its eaftern fhore. He 
was fitting on a large round mattrefs. His 
whole body, face, and head, were covered 
with the fame fort of alhes of which I have 
before made mention, and of which he gave 
feme to me, to fatisfy my curiofity. 

He received us in a very friendly manner.; 

but 
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but he did not rife from his feat. He had 
feveral young brahmins round him, as tvell 
to attend upon him, as to lillen to the.leifons 
which he gave them concerning their re- 
iigion. The converfation was carried on by 
means of our fervants, who were, however, 
but very wretched interpreters. I wanted 
much, by their means, to have entered into 
fome difeourfe with him, in order to obtain 
a better infight into his religion ; but Mr. 
Sluiskens defired me not to do lb, as there 
were too many byftanders of his people, in 
whole prefence he would not like to exprels 
his fentiments with freedom and precifion ; 
but he faid, that he had more than once been 
in private with him, and had then converfed 
with him, without difguife, refpefting his 
religion, undisfigured by the fuperliitious 
notions of the common people. 

I went afterwards three feveral times to 
fee him, in the hope that I might meet with 
him alone, and be equally fortunate with Mr, 
Sluiskens in hearing his real ideas on that 
fubjed ; but it was in vain, for he had al- 
ways fome of his people with him, whom he 
did not appear defirous of fending away. 

One time that I was with him, in com- 
pany 
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pany with Mr. van der Sleyden, I cauied 
the queftion to be put to him, how old he 
was ? to which he at firft anfwered : “ Ouc 
*' day and one night j” but afterwards he 
laid, “ that after his birth* he had firft been 
** an infant ; that when he grew older, he 
“ got a beard, and encreafed in ftrength, as 
“ he encreafed in age ; and that he was now 
“ fb far advanced in years, that his teeth 
began to be loofe j but that, as near as 
“ he could remember, his period of life had 
** hitherto been full feventy years.” 

He will, doubtlefs, have exprefted his 
meaning, in anfwer to the limple queftion 
propofed to him, in a better manner than is 
here put down ; but tire broken language of 
our interpreters, rendered the tranflation of 
his words neither very clear, nor very in* 
terefting. 

This may ferve in confirmation of what 1 
have before remarked, on fpeaking of the 
•religions of the eaft, namely, that we fhall 
not, in Europe, in all probability, ever ob* 
tain a true notion of the religion of the 
Gentoos, which is enveloped in lb many 
fuperftitious myfteries, on account of the 
ignorance in their language, of thofe who 

may 
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may othcrwlfe be- able and inclined to make 
the enquiries neceflary for that purpofe. 

Our interpreter told us further, “ that he 
** compared Mr. van her Sleyden and 
me to good and Ipirited horfes, who were 
^ evei-y day duly provided with proper food, 
“ and were taken care of by careful grooms, 
“ who did their heft to keep up axid improve 
** the ftrength and beauty of their horfes ; 
** and himfelf to a little good-for-nothing 
** ptmey, lame, and of little ufe, but which 
** was equally valuable in the eyes of the 
** owner, with cither of the others.” 

While we were with him, a Gentoo 
woman came to let him know that Ihe had 
performed the penance which he had im- 
pofed upon her; whereupon he feemed to 
give her his blefling, and a little cut arcca- 
nut, with which fhe departed highly latisfied. 

He wanted very much, that we fhould 
•ftay with him that night, faying, that he 
would provide us with vi<51uals, drink, and 
beds ; but as we were both obliged to return 
to the city, we politely declined his hof- 
pitable offer. 

On the 20 th of November, I rode, with 
Mr. VAN DER Sleyden, to what is called 

the 
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the MangO‘grbve^ being on the road to 0/«- 
rah, near which there was a pagoda, where 
the brahmins were to perform fome of the 
ceremonies of their religion on that day. 

We found fixteen or eighteen of thefe 
Indian priefts, who are diftinguifliable by 
little cords, to which a bead is attached in 
the middle, and which hang down their body 
over their left fhoulder. One, who feemed 
to be the principal among them, lat before 
a fmall odagon hole, which appeared, by the 
eye, to be about a foot and a half in depth, 
and wherein there lay one of their holy 
flones, which they ornamented with flowers, 
heaped up upon it, like a pyramid, during a 
continued finging, and clapping of hands, in 
a regular cadence : the chief fang firfl:, and 
the others anfwered him in chorus : when 
the pyramid of flowers was completed, a 
large nofegay was placed at the top : at 
foon as this was done, they redoubled their 
linging and clapping, and appeared to con- 
gratulate each other on the completion of 
their work. Then one of the brahmins 
flood up, and ftepped to the place where the 
principal brahmin lat, who wetted his fore- 
head with a reddilh liquid, and afterwards 

placed 
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placed in his hands the (hell containing that 
liquid, when he went round to the others, 
and wetted their foreheads in the fame 
manner. 

On the 2 1 ft, in the afternoon, I went to 
fee the garden which had been laid out by 
Begum Saheb, lifter to the celebrated Au- 
RENGZEBE. I walked over it with Theve- 
Not’s travels in my hand, and found every 
thing perfedily agreeing with his account, 
making allowance for the circumftance that 
that. traveller faw it in itsgreateft fplendour, 
and I, more than a century afterwards, in a 
deplorable ftate of decay. 

On the 23d, in the afternoon, I went to 
fee the Bor^z-garden, which alfo lies in the 
outer town, between the NaJJ'ary and Dehly 
gates; but I did not obftrve any thing par- 
ticularly remarkable about it. 

On the 24th, in the evening, five guns 
were fired from the Moorifh caftle, which 
is cuftomary, whenever their new moon, 
with which their months begin, makes her 
firft appearance ; but that which now took 
place, was of the more confideration, as the 
commencement of their new year was like- 
wife to be taken from it, and the next day 
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was to be the firft of the year 1190 of the 
Hegira, or of the flight of Mahomed from 
Mecca to Medina. 

I went-, on the enfuing morning, with Mr. 
VAN DER Sleyden to the Meidan, where 
we took our fland upon a piece of higher 
ground, that we might have a view of the 
proceflion in which the nabob was to ride in 
ftate, to one of the majjieds or mofques, in 
order to put up his prayers, in public, on the 
cccafion of the new vear, accordi'no; to annual 
cuftom. 

The proceflion began to move from the 
court, or durboi', about half paftfevcn o’clock. 
Firft rode the catoual, or IherifF, who is the 
officer appointed to watch over the tranquil- 
lity of the city, accompanied by his officers 
and people, and followed by one founding a 
large clarion. Next came a large elephant, 
marching with great gravity, with a large 
fquare turret upon his back, furrounded with 
lattice-work, in which there were lome peo- 
ple, one of whom carried the ftandard of 
Mahomed in his hand: this was of a trian- 
gular ffiape, and made of green filk, em- 
broidered with flowers of gold. Behind came 
tenor twelve. fimilar, but fmaller, ftandards, 

which 
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which were carried by men on foot. Then 
followed another large, and a fmaller ele- 
phant, carrying, in a kind of large fquare 
troughs, upon their backs, the offerings 
which the nabob was to diftribute to the poor. 
Next came two camels, with a kettledrum. 
Then feveral Moors, both on foot and on 
horfeback, with drums, flutes, French horns, 
and other fonorous inftruments of mufic. 
Immediately after them followed the nabob, 
fitting upon an elephant of an enormous fize, 
under a pavillion of fcarlet cloth, with two 
circular canopies, which were fupported by 
fmall pilafters ; behind him flood a fervant, 
who drove away the flics from him, with a 
fan, or brufli, of cow-hair * : the elephant 

* The cowhair of which thefe brulhes arc made, is one of 
the ftaple commodities of Thibet, and is produced by a fpecies 
of cattle different from what is found in any other country. 
This fpecies is of a larger fize than the common Thibet breed, 
has fhort horns, and no hump on the back. The fkin is 
covered with whitifii hair of a filky appearance ; but the chief 
Angularity of the breed is in the tail, which fpreads out, broad 
and long, with flowing hairs, like that of a beautiful mare, 
but much finer, and far more glofly. Thefe tails fell very 
high, and are ufed, mounted on fi.lver handles, for chowras, 
or brulhes, to chace away the flies ; and no man of confequence 
in India, goes out, or fits in form at home, without one or 
two chtmra’vibadars, or bfulhers, attending him, with fuch 
inftruments in their hands. T. 
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was richly caparifoned, having a covering of 
fcarlet cloth, hanging half way down to the 
ground, richly laced and embroidered with 
gold, and with a long gold fringe hanging 
down from the edges j its ears were painted 
with a variety of figures, and the whole made 
a moft fplendid appearance. A green filk 
flag w'^as carried before the nabob, having, as 
it appeared to me, a golden dagger in the 
center of* it. The proceffion was clofed by 
a company of Patan foldiers, or fepoys. 

When, at about half pafl: nine o’clock, the 
train returned again pafl: the cafllc, a falute 
of fifteen guns was fired from it, which was 
anfwered by the lame number of dilchargcs 
from five pieces of artillery, placed exprefsly 
for that purpofe upon the Meidan. 

In the afternoon, I went up the river in a 
boat, with the comptroller of equipment, 
Boele, and Mr. van der Sleyden, to the 
town of Old Surat j which lies about half a 
Dutch mile higher up, on the oppofite fide 
of the river. 

This is flill a town of a pretty large fize, 
built along the fide of the river ; part of the 
walls and ditches, which formerlv furrounded 
it on the landfide, are ftiil in exiftence ; but 
it has much run to decay within the walls. 

Palling 
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Faffing- by a majjied^ or molque, we had 
the curiofity to ftep into it, in order to take a 
view of tlic infide, which we were allowed 
to do, upon pulling off our ffioes on entering 
it. I did not fee any thing in this molque 
more particularly worthy of remark, than in 
that I had before feen at Surat : to the weft, 
there was a little clolet made in the wall, in 
which they faid that the Koran lay ; it ferved 
likewife, at the fame time, for the kebla, 
or place towards which thofe that pray in 
the mofque muft turn their faces, becaule 
Mecca lay, in that direction from that place : 
by the fide of it was a femicircular place in 
the wall, about fix feet high, in which the 
officiating imam places himfelf when he ad- 
dreffes a difcourfe to the people. At the end 
of the majjied we found, ftanding in a corner, 
a large, oblong, fquare ftone, upon which 
was infcribed, in Arabic chara6lers, the 
cuftomary ejaculation of mahomedanifm : 
“ There is but one God, and Mahomed is 
“ his prophet.” It had been engraven on 
the ftone, in the year 150 of the Hegira’, 
and the ftone itfelf had been brought feveral 
centuries ago from Jedda to where it now is, 
at leaft, according to the relation of two of 
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their religious officiants, who pointed it out 
to us. 

I made a tour, on the 26th, in the after- 
noon, to BriauWy a village on the other fide 
of the river, through which you pafs on going 
to Baroche, Amedabad^ and other places in- 
land. On paffing the 7 api here, it is very 
ffiallow, having fcarcely three feet water, fo 
that moft of the natives pafs it on foot ; but 
carriages are ferried over in a boat. The 
village itfelf has nothing remarkable in it. 

On the I ft of December, I rode the fame 
way, but higher up : on the riverfide, a 
a little below Poele Parra, there is a large 
and broad flight of ftone fteps, for the pur- 
pofe of going down to bathe in the river. 

Here I faw the preparation of a fort of 
hemp, which bears much refemblance to flax. 
The plant that produces it is called fanne by 
the natives ; it ftioots forth a thin ftalk, to 
the height of a man, and about the thicknefs 
of a little finger ; it has no leaves, except a 
few, of a grafs-green colour, at the top, from 
between which grows a little yellow flower. 
After being cut, it is tied in bundles, and 
laid in the river, with clay or earth upon it, 
to keep it under water, where 'it is fuffered to 
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rot, and where it continues till the ftalks 
feparate into filaments. It is then hung up, 
dried, and afterwards beaten and heckelled. 
The threads, though fomewhat coarfe, are 
long and ftrong ; and, although the people 
here think it cannot be made any other ufe 
of, than to be fpun into fail-yarn, I am con- 
fident that good and fubflantial cordage might 
be made from it, and that they could, in 
confequence, do without European cordage, 
which is very dear here, and renders the 
outfit of vefTels very expenfive ; for the coir 
cannot be employed in all purpofes of naval 
equipment. When the fame plant is not laid 
in water, but only dried, very good matches 
are made of it. 

On other days I went to fee various other 
curiofities in and near Surat \ the royal 
mint, the caravanferas, the burying-places 
of the banian or gentoo faints, &c. 

About the time when the Company’s cot- 
ton cloths were to be fhipped, the Englifh 
began to renew their former demands, name- 
ly, that the bales fhould be chlapped by an 
officer appointed by them, as well as by the 
one appointed for that purpofe by the nabob, 
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bding the fame innovation which they had 
attempted to introduce the preceding year, 
threatening that they would not otherwife 
fufFer one bale to go from the {hove; but our 
people flrenuoufly oppofed this unjuft de- 
mand, and declared that, if it were perfifted 
in, the Company’s fhips ftiould go away 
empty, for they would never agree to fubmit 
to it ; protefting, at the fame time, that all 
the damage and lofs accruing therefrom, 
fliould remain for the reiponfability of the 
Englifti. Upon this, they dcfifted from their 
demand, and the bales were, according to 
ancient cuftom, chiapped by the officers of 
the nabob alone. 

The 1 8th of December was a great holi- 
day, or feftival, for the banians, and gen- 
toos, being the laft Monday of the moon, 
which had fallen in on the 24th of November. 

Their brahmins determine at the time of 
each new moon, how many, and what holi- 
days, or feftivals, ftiall be.obferved durino- 
that lunation, and which days they lhall 
count lucky, and which unlucky. 

Their religious ceremonies, on this occafion, 
confifted chiefly in vifiting a pagoda, fltuated 
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iiear the village of Oedanam ; and, in order to 
fee them, I went thither, in the afternoon, 
in my palankeen. 

The road fwarmed with banians and gen- 
toos, who were going to, or returning from, 
the pagoda ; they were almoft all men ; the 
women, as I was told, had gone thither early 
in the morning. When I came near the 
place, the croud was fo great, that 1 had no 
little trouble to get through it, although I 
had taken eight fepoys with me, on purpofe to 
clear the way. 

The environs of the village were filled with 
faquirs and beggars, foliciting for alms ; there 
were alfo a number of little tents, or booths, 
pitched in the neighbourhood, where flowers, 
fruits, &c. were fold. 

The pagoda, towards which the greateft 
croud prefled, flood a little on one fide, upon 
an eminence. It was but fmall ; in the cen- 
ter of the floor, was a little o6lagonal pit, half 
full of water, in the middle of which lay a 
rough, unhewn flone, which was the objefl 
of their adoration. The preflure of the peo- 
ple who call flowers upon the Hone was fo 
great, that I could fcarcely fee what was 

going 
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going forward, though the brahmins took 
great pains to make fufRcient room for me. 

Two images, which appeared to me to 
be made of clay, and one of which was the 
reprefentation of a human body, with the head 
of a fwine, ftood againft the wall. Every 
one who- came here, made their falammas^ in 
token of refpedt, both to thefe images, and 
to the ftone which lay in the hole, giving 
money, according to their refpe£live abilities, 
to the brahmins, who, in return, wetted their 
hands, or faces, with the water in which the 
flone lay ; whilft there were but a few who 
had the good fortune to be thus wetted by a 
brahmin, after he had ftroked his moiftened 
hand over the abovementioned images of clay. 
They then muttered their prayers, and mak- 
ing fome more falammas to the objefts of their 
devotion, they departed highly pleafed, and 
made place for others. 

I ftaid about half an hour to fee this fcenc 
going on ; but I was then obliged to return 
again into the open air, becauie of the ftifling 
ciofenefs of the place, occafioned by the ref- 
piration of the croud within the little temple, 
and the fmoke of the lamps, which it was 
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neceffary to burn in it; for no other light 
could come to it from without, than through 
the entrance, which was now nearly choaked 
up, by the great multitude of people going in 
and out. 

The remainder of the time during which 
I ftaid at Surat, was devoted to the fettling 
of my own concerns, to the receiving a re- 
turn-cargo for Batavia, on board of my fhip, 
and to parting entertainments, which feveral 
of the members of this dirc 61 ion were pleafcd 
to give on my account, fo that I had no fur- 
ther opportunity of going to fee any thing 
more of importance. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Departure from Surat. — The Zodiacal Light . — 
View of Cape Comorin. — PaJJage of the Line . — 
An Eclipje of the Moon. — View of the IJland En- 
GANO. — Account of ity and of its Inhabitants . — 
View of the Ifland SuMAT^LA — Kraketau, 

— Intelligence of the Death of the Governor General^ 
VAN DER Parra. — Anchorage at Batavia. — 
Remarks on the Signs of Land ohjerved at a great 
Difiance from the Shore. — 1‘he Ouwerkerk 
again appointed to go to Surat. — Repaired at the 
Ifiand .—Loaded and ready for Jailing. 

On the 30th of September, having fettled 
all my concerns at Surat, I went down to 
the road, and found every thing on board of 
my fhip, Ouwerkerk, in readinefs for failing, 
fave fome bales of cotton cloth, which were 
to make part of the cargo, and had not yet 
come down, but which came on board early 
the next morning. 

In the afternoon, the fifcal. Van der 
Sleyden, with the deputies from the coun- 
cil of juftice, came on board, to mufter my 

crew. 
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«rew, which was found to amount to one 
hundred and feventy-two fouls, Europeans, 
Moors, Bouginefe, and paffengers. In the 
night, the direftor of Surat, Mr. Bosman, 
on board of the Company’s fchooner, t&e 
Toung Peter, dropped anchor clofe to iis. I 
received from him the Company’s papers, and 
my final difpatches, and diredtly, when the 
tide of flood had fubfided, I weighed anchor, 
and got under fail ; but finding that the fhip 
Overhoud did not follow me, I call anchor 
again at half paft three o’clock, p.m. abreaft 
of the point of Najfary, and juft in fight of 
the road. 

On the following morning, at four o’clock, 
we again got under fail, with the tide of ebb, 
and we fucceeded in getting abreaft of Cape 
St. John the fame evening, and thus out of 
the banks ; whence we fleered our courfe, 
according to the Company's failing-orders, 
s.w. in order to keep clear of the land, and 
of the Maratta fleet, which is generally on 
or near the coaft. We faw, on that evening, 
at funfet, a fleet of veffels, at leaft fifty in 
number, amongft which there were three 
large grabs, lying at anchor, fouth of us ; and 
being uncertain whether this was the Ma- 
ratta 
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ratta fleet or not, we got all ready for an 
engagement ; we pafled, at feven o’clock, 
p.M. half a, league to the weftward of them, 
without their Ihewing any figns of an inten- 
tion of attacking us, whence we concluded 
that it was an Englilh convoy, coming from 

On the 6rh of January, 1 776, being, by 
eftimation, thirty leagues from the land, we 
changed our courfe to s.s.E. and, on the 8th, 
to s.E. ; but being on the next day, at fun- 
rife, within fight of the land, that lies a little 
to the fouthward of the Portuguefe capital, 
Goa^ we again fleered in a foutherly direc- 
tion, fo that, at funfet, we could diflinguilh 
very little of the land. 

On the 9th of January, and for feveral 
following days, we faw every evening, from 
feven to eight o’clock, the zodiacal light in 
the wefl, in the fame manner as we had 
before feen it, in the month of Odober, in 
the eaft ; but it was then more bright, and 
nearer approaching to twilight, alfo more 
vifible, and terminating in a point : the 
time when I faw this appearance at the 
ftrongeft, was on the 21 ft of January, at half 
paft feven o’clock in the evening, in north 

latitude 
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latitude 8® 30', abreaft of Coylang, on the 
coaft of Malabar^ three leagues off : it then 
appeared as light and clear as the breaking 
of the day, about a quarter of an hour before 
funrile; its bafe flood u^on a dark cloud, 
fuch as the feamen call a fog-bank, which 
rofe about three degrees above the horizon ; 
the breadth of the light was, at the bottom, 
nearly 10®, and it was vifiblc to the height 
of 40°, where it terminated in a pyramidal 
form. It was flill vifible at nine o’clock, 
but not half fo bright as before ; it darkened 
the luflre of mofl of the ftars that were 
within its range ; but I never faw the zodi- 
acal light, without a cloud, or fog-bank, 
upon which its bafis refled. 

We continued to fail along, keeping juft 
out of fight of the land, without meeting 
with any thing remarkable, till the 20th of 
January, when we again got fight of the 
land ; it was near Cali Coylang ; whereupon 
the fhip Overhoud parted from us the next 
day, and purfued her voyage for Punto Galls^ 
in Ceylon. In the evening, we faw the flag 
of Coylang, and, on the next day, at funfet, ■ 
the Englifh fort of Ansjengo, and the high - 
land of Cape Comorin, the fouthernmoft point 

of 
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oflndia within the Ganges, vfhenct we fteefed 
for the offing, in order to purfue our voyage 
for Batavia yet wc were not able to double 
the Cape till the 25th, by reafon of the 
calms, and a contrary current, which wfc 
met with ; on that day, however, we got 
into the current of the ftrong northeaft 
winds which fweep down along the high 
mountains of the Ghauts, and which make 
the bad monfoon on the coaft of Coromandel. 

On the 26th of January, we thought that 
we had a glimpfe of the ifland Ceylon, bearing 
N.E. by N. 

We had now a fettled n.e. and e.n.e. 
wind, which carried us, on the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, at noon, under the line, in the lon- 
gitude, by eftimation, of 99® call of Teneriffe. 
On the fame day the wind veered through 
the north to weft, but with light airs. 

On the evening of the 4th enfuing, we 
iaw a total eclipfe of the moon : we could 
not obftrve the commencement of it, as the 
moon rofe during the eclipfe : the entire 
oblcuration was at fifty-three minutes paft 
lixo clock ; the time when the planet began 
to recover its light, thirty-nine minutes paft 
eight ; and the termination of the eclipfe, at 

forty- 
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forty-four minutes paft nine, fo that the du- 
ration of the total obfcuration was one hour 
and five minutes. 

Wc had continual calms, or variable 
winds, which, from the middle of February 
to the 1 2th of March, blew meftly from the 
foutheaft ; and as, from what is generally 
the cafe, we had to expedl weflerly winds in 
this part of the navigation, our voyage was 
greatly retarded, fo that we did not come in 
fight of the ifland Engano* till the i 8 th of 

March. 

* The ifland of Engano, although frequently feen and men- 
tioned by navigators, as mod: velFels that pafs the llraits of 
Sunda, during the wefterly monfoon, run in fight of it, feems 
not to have been vifited by any Europeans, but once, of which 
an account is given in the Philofophkal TranfaBions of 1778; 
the rocks and breakers, with which it is fujrounded, having 
always difcouraged the attempt. The notice taken of it by 
Mr. Stavorinus, vol. I. page 48, except the fliort mention 
of its inhabitants, is merely what a palling feaman might col- 
Jefl from its appearance. In the firft voyage of the Dutch to 
the Eaft-Indies, performed in 1596, coming in fight of “ the 
“ ifland of Pugniatan, which the Portuguefe have named £a. 
“ gano, they faw fix or feven canoes under the land : a boat 
“ was martned for the purpofe of fpeaking to them ; but on 
“ feeing the Europeans advance, the Indians went back, and 
“ drew their canoes upon the beach ; thefe canoes were pretty 
“ long, but fcarcely one foot in breadth, and had two out- 
“ riggers : the people that were in them made figns for the 
“ Dutch to come on Ihore, which they did not do, not being 

“ fuf&ciently 
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March. Four days before vve had feen a 
fail under Dutch colours. 

We 

fufficiently armed : thefe iflanders were about twenty-thretf 
in number, and _weil armed with bows and arrows; they 
“ were tali and well made, and of a yellowifli hue, like the 
** Brafiliins ; they wore very long hair, perfectly ftraight, 
“ hanging down over their Ihoulders; they were entirely 
“ naked, and had not the Icaft covering on any part of the 
“ body.” Fi'om that time, till the abovementioned voyage 
made to it from Bencooler.^ for the purpofe of exploring it, we 
do not know that any perfon either touched at, or has defcribed 
h. The relation of this attempt not being acceflible to all, 
we add an afaftraft of it.~“ With great difficulty and danger 
“ we beat up the whole weft fide of it, without finding any 
‘‘ place where we could attempt to land ; and we loft two 
** anchors, and had very nearly fuffered fhipwreck, before we 
*■ found a fecure place into which we could run the vefTel. At 
“ laft, however, we difcovered a fpacious harbour at the fouth- 
eaft end of the ifland, and I immediately went into it in the 
“ boat, and ordered the veflel to follow me as foon as pollible, 
‘‘ for it was then a dead calm. We rowed diredily into this 
“ bay; and as foon as we had got round the points of an 
y illand which lay off the harbour, we difcovered all the beach 
*• coveted with naked favages, armed with lances and clubs 5 
* and twelve canoes full of them, who, till we had pafled 
them, had lain concealed, rufhed out upon me, making a 
‘ horrid noife. As I had only one European, and four black 
“ foldiers, befides the four lafcars that rowed the boat, I 
thought it heft to return, if poffible, under the guns of the 
“ veflel, before I ventured to fpeak with them. The canoes, 
after having puifiied us for a mile, flopped a little to con- 
fult .ogether, which gave us an opportunity to efcape, as 
they did not care to follow us out to fea. The fame after- 

“ noon, 
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We found here that we were fifty-eight 
and a half leagues more to the weftvvard, 

than 

“ noon, the vefTel came to an anchor in the bay, and we were 
“ prefently vifited by fifty, or fixty canoes, full of peoj^le, 
‘ They paddled round the veflel, and called to ns in a language 
“ which nobody on boaid nnderftood, though I had people 
“ with me who underftood the languages fpoken on all the other 
“ iflands. They looked at every thing about the veflel very 
“ attentively, but more for the fake of pilfering, than from 
“ curioCty ; for they watched an opportunity, and unfhipped 
“ the rudder of the boat, and paddled away with it. I fired 
“ 3 mulket over their heads, the noife of which frightened 
“ them fo, that all of them leaped into the fta, but foon re- 
“ covered themfelves, and paddled off. I went on fhore the 
“ the day after ; I faw a few houfes near the beach, and went 
“ towards them; but the natives flocked do vn, to the number 
“ of fixty or feventy men, well armed with lances, &c. and put 
“ themfelves in our w’ay; yet, when we approached them, 
“ they retreated flowly, making a few threatening geflures, 
“ I then ordered my companions to halt, and went alone 
“ towards them ; they permitted me to come amongft them, 
“ and I gave them fome knives, pieces of cloth, and look- 
“ ing-glafles, with which they, feemed well pleaded, and ai- 
“ lowed me to take their lances, &c. and give them to my 
“ fervant, whom I had called to take them. Finding them 
“ behave civilly, I made figns that I wanted to go to their 
“ houfes and eat with them; they immediately fent people, 
who brought me cocoa-nuts, but did not feein to approve 
“ of my going to their houfes ; however, 1 determined ta 
“ venture, and feeing a path leading towards them, I went 
“ forward, attended by about twenty of the natives, who, 

“ as foon as we had got behind fome trees, which prevented 
“ niy people from feeing us, began to lay violent hands on 

“ mv 
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tlian by our reckoning, fince our obfervation 
of, and departure from. Cape Comorin^ on 

the 


“ my clothes, and endeavour to pull them off; but having 
“ a fmall i ..nger, I drew it, and making a ftroke at one o£ 
“ them, retrca.. d as fall as polfible to the beach. Soon after 
“ vve heard the found of a conchfheil, and a party of about 
“ two hundred, aflenibled at about a mile dillance. It was 
“ now near fiinfet, and we were near a mile from our boat, 
“ I therefore returned on board, but firfl went to the houfes 
which the natives had abandoned, and found them ftrip- 
“ ped of every thing. 1 intended to have attempted an- 
“ other day, to have penetrated into the country, and had 
“ prepared my people for it ; but the inconfi derate re- 
" fentment of an officer, rendered my fcheme abortive. He 
“ had been in the boat to fome of the natives, who had 
“ waded out on a reef of rocks, and called to us ; they had 
“ brought foine cocoanuts, for which he gave them pieces of 
“ cloth : one of them, feeing his hanger lying befide him in 
“ the boar, fnatched it and ran away; upon which he fired 
“ upon them, and purfued them to fom; of their houfes, 
“ which, finding empcy, he burnt. This fet the whole 
“ country in alarm ; conchfliells were founded all over the 
“ bay, and in the morning we faw great multitudes of peo- 
“ pie affembled in different places, making threatening gef- 
‘‘ tures : fo that, finding it would be unfafe to venture among 
them again, as, for want of underftanding their language, 
“ we could not come to any explanation with them, I or- 
“ dered the anchor to be weighed, and failed out of the bay, 
“ bringing away two of the natives with me. They are a 
“ tall wellmade people; the men, in general, about five feet 
“ eight or ten inches high ; the women Ihorter, and more 
s* clumfy. They are of a redcolour, and have llraight black 

“ hair^ 
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the 24th of January ; this was probably oc* 
cahoned by the currents, which we had fre- 
quently obferved fetting to the weftward. 

On the 2ifl, in the forenoon, we came in 
fight of the land of Sumatra^ and the hill of 


“ hair, which the men cut fhort, but the women let grow 
“ long, and roll up in a circle on the top of their heads. 
“ The men go entirely naked, and the women wear nothing 
“ more than a very narrow flip of plaintain-leaf. The men 
“ always go armed with fix or eight lances, made of the wood 
‘‘ of the cabbage-tree, which is extremely hard ; they are about 
“ fix feet long, and topped with the large bones of filh, (harp- 
“ ened and barbed, or wdth a piece of bamboo, hardened in 
“ the fire, very fharp pointed, and its concave part armed 
“ with the jawbones and teeth of fifh. They have no iron, 
or other metal, that I could fee, yet they build very neat 
“ canoes; they are formed of two thin boards fewed to- 
“ gather, and the feam filled with arefuious fiibftaace. They 
“ are about ten feet long, and about a foot broad, and have 
“ an outrigger on each fide. They fplit trees into boards 
“ with ftone wedges. Their houfes are circular, fiijiported 
“ on ten or twelve ironwood flicks, about fix feet long ; they 
“ are neatly floored with plank, and the roof rifes irnme- 
“ dlately from the floor in a conical form, fo as to refem- 
“ ble a ftraw beehive j their diamete- is not above eight 
“ feet. Thefe people have no rice, fowls, or cattle of any 
“ kind; they feem to live upon cocoanuts, fweet potatoes, 

“ and fugarcanes. They catch fifh, and dry them in the 
“ fmoke ; thefe fifli they either ftrike with their lances, or 
“ catch in a drawing net, of which they make very neat 
“ ones. They do not- chew betel, a cuftom which prevails 
“ univerfally among the eaftern nations.’’ T. 

PaJJhnger, 
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Pajjanger, bearing n.e. by e. ; but at funfet 
we could not fee any appearance of lafid j 
but as vve had not been able to take an ob- 
fervatlon of the latitude at noon^ on account 
of the hazinefs of the weather, I judged it 
more prudent to ply to and fro with little 
fail during the night, than, by ftanding on at 
an uncertainty, to bring ourfelves into dan- 
ger ; we had verv rough weather that night, 
with violent flaws of wind, and a thick 
cloudy iky, with rain, thunder, and light- 
ning. 

At daybreak, on the following morning, 
when the rough weather began to blow, over 
a little, and the iky cleared up to the north- 
ward, we faw the Keizers, or 'Emperors- 
ifland, bearing n.e. by n. and the fummit 
of the high bill of Kraketau, jufr riling 
above the horizon, in the e.n.f. ; but the 
iky being very thick and hazy to the eafl: 
and fouth, we could not fee any thing elfe, 
and the wind veering continually about, we 
Avere obliged to tack every minute : this 
continued till nine o’clock, a.m. when the 
wind fettling in the w.N.w. we fleered large 
N.N.E,. In a fhort time the wind encreafed 
to a violent florm, with dreadful gufts of 

wind. 
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wind, by which we were three times obliged 
to take in our topfails ; but getting a glimpfe 
of Prmee’s-ifland at half paft ten o’clock, 
bearing eaft and e. by s. from us, and a vio- 
lent current, letting to the Ibutheall, carry- 
ing us forcibly towards the land, we were 
forced to fet our toplails again, in order to 
haul off from the leelhore, in which we fuc- 
ceeded, the high hill of that ifland bearing 
s.E. at half pad: three o’clock, p.m, and we 
then fleered for Kraketau, and dropped an- 
chor, at feven o’clock, p.m. on the eaU fide 
of it, in forty-five fathoms water, foft mud 
bottom i 

The next day, the wind being favourable, 
we got under fail again, at eight o’clock, 
A.M. We pafled a Dutch Ihip that lay at 
anchor in the bay of yeritte, and let drop 
our anchors, at feven o’clock, p.m. under 
the high land of Bantam, in twenty-four 
fathoms, mud bottom. 

We continued at anchor the 24th, being 
occupied in clearing and cleaning the Ihip ; 
and here we received intelligence, that the 
governor general, Peter Albert van der 
Parra, had died, on the 28th of December 
of the preceding year, at his countryleat 

Weltevreeden 
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Weltevreeden fnjvell contented), and that the 
direftor general, Jeremiah van Riems- 
DYCK, had fucceeded to his dignity. 

We fet fail again, on the 25th of March, 
in the morning, before daybreak, and palTed, 
at nine o’clock, a.m. the fhip Maria Jacoba, 
Captain Dekker, coming from Padang, 
which was the lame veffel we had feen at 
anchor in the bay of ‘jferitte, two days before. 
At tour o’clock, p.m. meeting with a con- 
trary wind and current, we anchored under 
Menfeheneeters, or Cannibal-x^idiWd^. 

On the 26th, in the mornins; we a«:ain 
got under fail, and fhould have reached the 
road of Batavia before the eveninsr, had we 
not been prevented by a violent flaw of wind 
and rain, from the s.s.w. ; we came to an 
anchor jufl: in time under the ifland -f/iJr/?, but 
the wind was fo Ifrong, that our anchor drag- 
ged, and we were obliged to let go another. 

Sailing again on the 27th, we anchored, a 
little after twelve o’clock at noon, in the 
road before Batavia. 

Going on fhore, at three o’clock, the boat 
was in great danger of overfetting, by a fud- 
den and violent gull of wind and rain from 
the weft ; but we got fafe into the river^ 

and 
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and reached the city at half paft four o'clock, 
when I immediately gave information of my 
arrival to his excellency, Governor van 
Riemsdyck, delivering the Company’s pa- 
pers into his hands. 

On the 13th of April, I went with my 
Ihip to the ifland Onriijl, where fhe was to 
receive a new bowfprit and mainmaf:, and 
I returned the fame evening to Batavia. 

It is a remarkable circumftance, that 011 
my voyage back from Surat, we met with 
(igns of land, when we were yet at a very 
great diftance from the fliore. 

Floating red blubber, which is generally 
confidered in thefe feas as a certain fign of 
land, was feen when we were full one hundred 
and forty leagues from the ifland Engano \ a 
large turtle, at the diftance of one hundred and 
twentv-five leasrues ; a little landbird, at one 
hundred leagues ; greens, wood, and bam- 
boos, at fxty leagues ; a turtle and two 
water-fnakes, at fifty-five leagues ; and the 
trunk of a cocoanuc-tree, and fome bamboos, 
at thirty leagues diifance. 

We loft thirtv-one men cn the vovage from 
Surat ; of whom twenty were Zvloqrs, one of 
whom was drowned ; nine were native Ibl- 
diers ; and two were Europeati tailors. 


On 
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On the 29 th of May, the fhip OuwerKerh 
was again appointed to go a voyage to Surat^ 
together with the fhip Venus ; but it was 
about the middle of Auguft before we began 
to take in our cargo, as there was a great 
fcarcity of fugar, which was to conflitute the 
greatef}; part of the lading, and the Venui 
Was to go firft, becaufe the was to convey 
the bales of piecegoods from Surat to Ceylon ; 
and the accordingly failed on the nth of 
Auguft. 

My thip had, in the mean time, undergone 
a thorough repair, and had got a new main 
and foremaft, bowfprit, and moft of her 
yards, which had become unferviceable ; 
among her repairs were likewife a,new beam, 
and knee, in the hold, which had moft likely 
been fprung by the ftraining of the fhip, 
when under a prefs of fail. 

I failed with her, in the month of Augull:, 
from Onruji to Batavia, in order to take on 
board the reft of the lading, which was not, 
however, adlually completed till the 28th of 
September, when the crew were muftered, 
and found to confft of eighty European tea- 
men, twenty-eight Moors of Surat, and 
twenty-five Malay, or country, foldiers. 
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CHAPTER Xir. 


t)c^airtu:'e from Batavia — From Ykis.z's.' s-ljland. 
— Signs of Land. — Faffage of the Line. — Occur- 
rences of the Voyage. — View of Ceylon — Of 
Cape Comorin. — Anchorage at Ansjengo — 
In the Road ^Cochim . — The Dutch Company at 
IVar with Hyder Ali cn the Coaft of Mala- 
bar. 

Having received the Company’s papers* 
I went on board on the evening of the 29th 
of September, and we w'eighed anchor the 
next morning, and failed from the road of 
Batavia to the ifland Onruji, where we call 
anchor at noon, having to take in there fome 
timber for marts for Surety but not being able 
to get it on board, by the violence of the fea- 
breeze, and our time being too precious to 
admit of our flopping another day for that 
purpofe, we refolved to purfue our voyage 
without delay. 

We, therefore, got under weigh on the 
enfuing morning, and fleering firft between 
the ifland Middleburgh and the reef of Ontong 

Java, 
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Java, and afterwards between the Great 
Comhuls and Menfcheiieeters ifland, we an- 
chored, in the evening, about two leagues 
eaft of the point of Pontang. 

The day after, fetting fail again at four 
o’clock, A.M. we fhould have reached the 
bay of Anjer in the evening, if we had 
not been prevented by calms ; and finding 
that we were driving, by a violent current 
fetting to the weftward, upon the Verkenf- 
hoek^ or Hog-'^omt, of Sumatra^ we let drop 
our anchor, in forty fathoms water, not far 
from the Popperjhoedje, 

On the 3d of Oflober, We again weighed 
anchor ; but the little wind (and what little 
there was blew befides from the s.w.) kept 
us til] four o’clock, p.m. before we got as far 
as the bay of Anjer, where we anchored in 
twenty-eight fathoms water. 

Getting under fail again on the 5th, we 
kept plying, with a light air of wind from 
the wefiward, to weather Kraketau : but as 
it fell calm in the evening, and the current 
began to fet to the eaflward, we were again 
compelled to come to an anchor in thirty- 
three fathoms water, in order not to drive in 
again with the dream. 


On 
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On the 6th, getting under fail again, early 
in the morning, we worked up ^gainfi: a 
wefterly wind, making but little progrefs till 
funfet, when the wind changed to s.e, and 
we fteered weft towards the mouth of the 
ftraits i at nine o’clock, p.m. Kraketau bore 
due north. 

The next morning, at funrife. Prince's- 
ifland bore s.e. ; and taking our departure 
thence, we fteered s.w. by w. in order to 
run into the track of the fettled foutheafterly 
tradewind, which we met with the fame 
night, blowing in fuch fteady gales, that we 
immediately changed our courle to weft, that 
we might not run needielsly too far fouth ; the 
more, as the thip, by her violent lee-larches 
to ftarboard, had been greatly ftrained, and 
let in much water, fo that we m.ade twenty 
inches of water at the pump every watch. 

On the nth of October, feveral pieces of 
wood floated by us, that ftemed to be pieces 
of a wreck ; among others, one that rc- 
ftmbled a yard, or a topmaft. 

On the day after, we law feveral bunches 
of feaweed, and patches of filth, together with 
a little landbird, although we were, at that 
time, full eighty leagues from the land. 

On 
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On the 14th, we loft the foutheafterly 
tradewind, and found the wind veering to the 
weft, with violent gufts, and fhowers of rain. 

As this weather continued, we had to 
conclude that, although it was but about the 
middle of October, the monfoon-was already 
beginning to break up, and that, therefore, 
the norther'ft winds would prevail early to 
the north of the line, for which reafon we 
judged it beft to depart in fo far from the 
Company’s failing inftrudlions, that, by the 
GOLirfe we ftiould ftecr, we Ihould make the 
ifland of Ceylon to the eaft of it, inftead of 
to the weft, and thus keep our wind ; and 
we accordingly bore away on the i8th,fteer- 
ing N.w, and, on the 25th, north. 

On the 30th of Oclober, we caught a lit- 
tle landbird, a Ijiecies of motacilla, which, 
as we were only forty minutes from under 
the line, we concluded came from a certain 
fmall and low ifland, which is placed in the 
maps, and which the Indian Pilot Ipeaks of 
as fltuated hereabouts. 

On the 2d of November, we palfed the 
cquinodial, at 103° eaft of I’eneriffe, ac- 
cordins: to our dead-reckoninsr ; but bv an 

O O'- 

obfervation of the diftance of the fuq and 


moon. 
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pioon, made by a {extant of fifteen inches 
range, by which we found ourfelves one de- 
gree more to the weflward, it was in 102® 
of eail longitude that we palled the line. 

Immediately on 'entering the northern he- 
mifphere, we met with nothing but wefierly 
winds, which blew in fudden flaws, and 
with great violence, fb that we Ibmetimes 
could not hang out a Angle rag of canvas for 
a whole watch, and the Ihip, even when 
under her bare poles, rolled fo much to lee- 
ward, that the ports of the upper deck were 
half under water, to which the difpropor- 
tionate narrownels of the Ihip, with regard 
to her length, did not a little contribute. 

Heavy {howers of rain, and conftant hazy 
weather, prevented us, for fix days, from 
feeing the fun at noon, by which we could 
not be certain of our latitude. This con- 
tinued till the 8th of November, when this 
ftormy weather abated, and on the 1 5th we 
met with the northeaflerly winds, in the 
north latitude of 63°, on which day we allb 
faw a turtle and a little landbird. 

On the 2 2d November, in the afternoon, 
one of the Javanele pilgrims fell overboard, 
and it was out of our power to lave him, on 

account 
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account of the highrunning fea, and the 
rapid headway of the velTeL 

I had let few opportunities pafs of taking 
obfervations of the dillances of the fixed 
ftars from the moon, with the beforemen- 
tioned fextant, and which feldom varied 
more than one degree from our longitude by 
dead-reckoning. I followed the calculations 
of Mr. DB Borda, as given in the Con- 
noijj'a ce de Temps of 1772, and I continued 
to take obfervations by them till the 20th of 
November, when I was prevented by indif- 
pofitioii from goii'.g on with them, and none 
of the ollicers on board iiad any knowledge 
bow to make thofe calculations. 

iVIv obfervations of the 19th and 20th of 
November, gave variations with our eflima- 
tion ; the hrft of about one degree, and the 
other of twenty- five minutes, more to the 
eaftward j and the lafl variation differed but 
nine minutes, from the ohfervation which 
we made upon running in fight of CeylaHyOn 
the 24th of November. 

We fitfi difeovered that ifiand at half paft 
one o’clock, p.m. ; it appeared with a fmall 
round hill, which, upon approaching nearer, 
we found to be the Tepelberg, or Nipple- 

hill. 
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hill, fo called, becaufe it has at the top, on 
each fide, a round prominence, in the fame 
lituation, and refembling in form, the nip- 
ples upon the breafls of women. 

At funfet We computed that we were two 
leagues abreafl of the Little Baixos, which, 
with the Great Baixos^ lying five leagues 
s.w. by s. from the former, are two dan- 
gerous rocky fhoals, which require much 
caution, on making Ceylon from the eafl- 
ward, properly to avoid, and at the fame 
time not to lofe the land, by the violent cur- 
rents which fet off from it to the fouth- 
ward ; we likewife faw at that time a large 
obtufe hill, or rock, dole to the feafhore, 
which is called the Elephant. 

At funrife, the following day, being the 
25th of November, we again faw the land 
of Ceylon, and fleered for it j we were then 
abreafl of Mature : at half pafl nine o’clock, 
A.M. we came in fight of the city of Punto 
Gallo, the Hooiberg, or Hayjiack, and the 
Pike of Adam, the former being a round hill 
like a hayflack, and the latter the fpiry, but 
fomewhat crooked, fummit of an elevated 
mountain inland. 


Half 
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Half an hour afterwards, we ftruck 
foundings, for the firll; time, off Ceylon^ in 
thirty-eight fathoms, and at noon we had 
pafied Pwito Gallo ; a fhort time afterguards, 
we met with contrary winds, from the n.w, 
and north, which prevented us from gaining to 
windward as far as Colombo^ which had been 
my intention, in order to make Cape Corno^ 
rin with greater fpecd and certainty. As 
it was, we did not get fight of that pro- 
montory till the 30th of November. 

On the 3d of December, we caft anchor 
before Ansjengo, where the Engliih have a 
fort and fettlement. I received from the 
chief there a prefeat of four balkets of vege- 
tables •, which, on account of my continued 
indifpofition, was a mof: gratifying refrelh- 
ment. 

The enfulng day we palTcd Coyia 7 ig, or 
Quilon, the fouthernmoft fortrcls of our 
Company on the coafl: of Malabar^ and de- 
termined to run into the road of Cochim, in 
order to take in a frelh lupply of water. 
We let drop our anchor in that road, oh 
the 6th of December, at eight o’clock, p.m. 
in feven fathoms, lliff clay bottom. 


We 
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We found here at anchor two Portuguese 
/hips ; the one a king’s fliip, on her voyage 
to L,iJbon, and the other a merchant- veflel : 
they both came from -Goa. Farther to the 
north, lay at anchor the Company’s ihips 
Hoolwerf zxA Honcoop, commanded by Cap- 
tains Van der Kuvl and Deune. 

The next day I fent my firll; lieutenant 
on Ihore, to give information to Mr. Mo e ns, 
governor of the Malabar coaft, and counci- 
lor of India, of my arrival, and my wants, 
not being yet in a fit ftate to go on Ihore 
myfelf. 

On the return of that officer, I learnt 
from him, that the Company were here in 
open hoftility with the nabob of Myfore, 
Hyder Ali Chan, otherwife called Hyder 
Naig, and that he had taken polTeffion of 
what is called the new conquejl, or the pro- 
vince of Paponetty', that the fort of Chittua 
had furrendered to him, and that he now 
threatened to attack Cranganore ; on which 
fubjc<fl: I fhall be more explicit in another 
place. 

On the nth, being fomewhat better, I 
went on ffiore, in a countryboat which Mr, 

Moens 
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^,Io£Ns had lent to fetch me, as it was 
more eaiy than my fhip’s boat. That gen- 
tleman likewife politely offered me the ufe 
of his houfe, during my flay here, which, 
together with good attendance, and much 
eale, foon re-eitablifhed me in perfedl health. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIIL 


Account of the Tojfejfions of the Vu'ch on the Ccajl cf 
Malabar. — Read t/CocHiM , — Account of the 
Coaft. — Derivation of the Name /j/^Malabar. — 
Paponetty. — Menfeons. — I'he Ghauts. — 
Fertihty of the Country. — Produnions. — Articles 
cf Trade. — hihahitants. — Their Religion. — Chrif- 
tians of Sr. Thomas. — The Nairs. — Je-xs . — • 
The'rTown, — Synagogues. — Copy of the Pentateuch. 
— Cufoms, idc. 

TTh E Malabar, or rather the forts of Coy~ 
lang, Cali Coylang, Crangamre, and Cananore, 
which the Portuguefe eftabliflied on that 
coaft, together with the city of Cochtm, is a 
conqueft made by the Company in the years 
1662 and 1663, and which they ftill pof- 
fefs, with the exception of Cananore, which, 
at the earneft recommendation of Mr. Senf, 
at that time governor of the Malabar, and 
perhaps by a reprefentation of its utter in- 
utility, was fold, in the year 1770, to the 
fultan of Anchediva, for the fum of one hun- 
dred thoufand rupees. 


The 
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The country in which the above places 
are fituated ftill belongs to its ancient na- 
tive fovcreigns, who, however, have been in 
fuch ftrift alliance with the Company, that 
it differed little from adlual vaffalage. 

Thefe lands are bounded, on the fbuth, 
by the kingdom of Travancore, which, from 
time to time, has been buffered, by a mif- 
taken policy of the Company’s minifters, 
to be extended far to the eaflward behind 
the lands of Cochim, as far as the river of 
Cranganore, fo that the king of Cochim has 
but a little fpace of ground left to himj to 
the north, they border upon the empire of 
the Jajnorin, or king, of Calicut, which is, 
at prefent, under the dominion of Hyder 
Ali Chan, who fome years ago expelled 
the famorin, who has now fought an afy-. 
lum with the king of T’ravancore ; to the 
weft, they are wafhed by the fea, and in 
the good monfoon the whole coaft may be 
faid to be a good road ; the road of Cochim, 
however, is the chief, and is the moft re- 
forted to, on account of the trade, which 
is principally carried on there. It is, ac- 
cording to good obfervations, in the north 
latitude of 9° 58'; the anchorage is in five, 

fix. 
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fix, and feven fathoms water, muddy bot- 
tom, the flag of the city bearing from E. by 
N. to eafl:. 

The coaffc is fafe and clear, every where 
along the Company’s eflablifliment, except 
at the mouth of the river of Cranganore, 
where there is a reef, at the north fide, 
which ftretches out to fea, about three 
quarters of a league ; it is called the reef 
of Aycotia by our navigators : before Coy-^ 
lang there is a fimilar one, but which does 
not extend half fo far out. South of the 
abovementioned mouth of the river of Cran- 
ganore, there is a bay, formed by mudbanks ; 
likewife one not far from Porca, and an- 
other fouth of Cochim', the banks forming 
which extend full a league out to fea, and' 
into which velTels may run with fafety dur- 
ing the bad monfoon, and may lie in twenty 
and lefs feet water, almofl: without anchors 
or cables, in perfecff fecurity againft the 
heavy fcas which then roll in upon this lec- 
fhore, as they break their force upon the 
foft mudbanks, and within them nothing but 
a flight motion is perceived. 

Accordina: to what the Danifh miflion- 
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aries write, in their accounts of the Eaft- 
Indies, Continuation the 22d, page 897, the 
name of Malabar is derived from the Ma- 
labar word maleyalenit denoting mountain- 
ous : the terminations tar^ and bar., fig- 
nify in tliat language a people, or nation, 
confequently maleiwar, or maleibar, would 
denote as much as mountaineers, or inhabi- 
tants of the mountains : the lyllable lei, when 
uttered with rapidity, takes the found of la, 
and the name of Malabar was applied to 
the people, from the hilly country, who de- 
fcended from the mountains, and fettled 
upon the coaf:. Preface to Werendley’s 
Maleidfche Spraakkunjl, or Grammar of the 
Malay Language, pages 55 and 56. 

That tradl of country which is properly 
called the Malabar, lies nearly in the direc- 
tion of N.w. and s.e. from Cape Comorin 
to Canara, between the eighth and four- 
teenth degrees of north latitude ; to the 
eaft, it is divided from the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, by a high range of mountains, called 
the Ghauts, and it is wafhed to the fouth- 
weft by the Arabian fea. The principal 
kingdoms which it comprehends are thofe 

of 
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of Trevancore, Cochim^ Cranganore, and Ca- 
licut • the firil; of which is now the chiefefl 
and ’moft powerful. 

The extent of the Company’s poffeffions, 
from Coylang to Chittua (for Cananore is 
no more, as I have before remarked, un- 
der their dominion), comprizes, from fouth- 
eail: to nortnweft, a diftance of thirty-two 
leagues ; yet with the falvo, that, except the 
province of Paponetty, or what is called the 
neiv conqueji, and a few fmall diftridts in- 
teriperfed along the coaft, the Company pof- 
ftfs no other actual property in the foil, than 
in that upon v/hich their fortifications are 
conftrudled, 

T'he land is every where low, and m- 
terfedted by many rivers, which delcend from 
the interior mountains ; it abounds in plan- 
tations of trees, efpecially of that ufeful one, 
the cocoanut-tree, and affords a very plea- 
fant profpedt. 

Paponetty is a diftridt, or illand, about 
ten Dutch miles in length, and one and a 
half in breadth, within which,' however, 
there are ftill a few infignificant villasres. 
fubjedt or tributary to the Jarnorin, but 
which are mortgaged for a certain fum to 

the 
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the Company ; the whole of the remainder 
of it was conquered by us during the war, 
and was ceded to the Company by the peace 
which was made, in the year 1715, with 
that prince. 

As is the cafe in moft parts of India 
fituated between the tropics, fo here the 
year is divided into two feafons, namely, 
the dry feafon, and the rainy fealon ; the 
latter is called the bad, and the former the 
good monfooa ; the bad monfoon is reckoned 
from Odober to April, and the other months 
conftitute the good feafon. 

It is remarkable that this is folely occa- 
fioncd bv the mountains of the Ghauts, for 
upon the coall of Coromandel, cxadly the 
reverfe takes place with rdpect to the mon- 
loons. As ioon as the rainy feafon, accom- 
panied by very tempeftuous weather, fets 
in on that coair, it clears up on the Mala- 
bar coafl, and is fine and dry weather all 
along the weftern fide of the great penin- 
lula within the Ganges, as far as 'Surat ; and 
vice verja in the contrary cafe. 

The winds, which blow from the north- 
eaft throus,hout the whole of the Indian 
ocean, north of the line, during the bad 

monfoon. 
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monfoon, drive the clouds againft the fides 
of thofe elevated mountains, where they 
condenfe, and fall in heavy Ihowers upon 
the country to the caftward of them j and 
in the like manner, in the other fealbn, 
when the winds blow from the fouthweft, 
that chain of mountains ferves as a fence by 
which the ilorms and tempefts, raging on 
one fide of them, are prevented from in- 
terrupting the ferenity and funlhine which 
prevail at the fame moment of time on the 
other. During the bad monfoon, it is only 
with great danger that velfels can venture 
upon thefe coafis. 

The land of Malabar is every where in- 
terfefled with rivers, which run down from 
the abovementioned mountains, and which 
render it fertile in the extreme, particularly 
in rice ; the fea likewife furnilhes a copious 
fi^pply of filh j and provifions are, in con- 
fequence, fo abundant and cheap, that a na- 
tive inhabitant, wit'h his family, can fubfifi; 
with eafe upon the value of fix Dutch doits* 
per day, 

* Eijual to about three farthings of our money. T. 

The 
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The firft; and principal article of trade 
produced upon the coaft of Malabar^ is pep- 
per ; of which llich abundance is colledled 
in this country, that, according to the me- 
morial of the commandant Cunes, addrefled 
to his fucceffor in the commandery, Gas- 
PARD DE Jong, in the year 1756, no lefs 
than ten full cargoes (which may amount 
to between eight and nine millions of pounds 
weight) might be annually exported : but 
the half of this quantity is carried over the 
mountains to the coaft of Coromandel, to the 
north, to the Deckan, and farther on to dif- 
ferent parts of Hindojlan. 

The pepper from Malabar is efteemed 
the heft of all that is produced in Afia, and 
is the moft fought after by all nations. 

The areca-nut is the fecond produiftion 
of the country ; it is conveyed by land to 
all parts of the peninfula, and likewife, by 
fea, to the coaft of Coromandel, and to Ben-^ 
gal 

A third produdlion is the wild cinna- 
mon of which, it it faid, that a yearly 
quantity of one million of pounds, is exported 

* Caff,a lignea, 

to 



[ 221 ] 

to the Gulph of Perjia, and to the Red Sea. 
A fmall proportion is likewife fent to Eu- 
rope, where it is principally made ufe of 
to adulterate the genuine, or Ceylon, cinna- 
mon. 

The two forts are, however, very dif- 
tindl, and eaiily diftinguifhable; the genuine 
cinnamon of Ceylon, is of a yellowilh red 
colour, and the wild fort is much darker, and 
of a dirty red ; it is likewife coarfor grain- 
ed, and is worfe barked than the Ceylon cin- 
namon j it has, indeed, a hmilarity of fla- 
vour, but by far not an equality of ftrength, 
nor has it that pungent, yet gratifying, ef- 
fe<5l upon the tongue and palate. It is ufed 
on this coaft, both by Europeans and na- 
tives, in room of the Ceylon fort, for which 
there is not the leafl: demand here. 

A production is likewife met with here, 
which might be made ufe of to adulterate 
mace, and from which it is not eafy to be 
diflinguifhed, at firtt light; it differs, however, 
in form, from real mace, which appears of 
a leafy texture, while this is in thinner 
filaments ; the colour is exaCtly alike ; but 
this has not the leafl: flavour of fpicinefs, 

and 
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and when chewed has a kind of refiny 
tafte. 

Coarfe cotton cloths are allb made in the 
fouthern parts, in the Trevancore country, but 
they do not form a confiderable objed: of 
foreign trade. They are moftly dhpoled of 
to the Englifli at Ansjengo. 

Coir, or the flringy coat of the cocoa- 
nut, is equally exported in confiderable 
quantities j it is partly, however, brought 
hither from, the Maidive iflands, and is ufed 
for making of cordage, with which both 
European and country Ihips and velTels arc 
provided. 

Capok, forms alfo an article of trade, 
and is exported to Bengal, to the coaft of 
Coromandel, and to China. 

Thefe are, to the befi: of my knowledge, 
the chief articles which the coafi: of Mala-" 
bar yields, both for the inland and foreign 
trade. 

The native inhabitants of the country are, 
in general, rather lean than otherwife ; they 
are ufually of the fame fize and flature as 
the Gentoos at Surat and in Bengal ; they 
are, however, much blacker, and nearly as 

black 
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black as the African negroes, yet their coun- 
tenances are better formed. 

Their 'religion is that of the Hindoos ; 
but in the neighbourhood, of our polTeffions 
they have been, in a great meafure, con- 
verted to the Roman catholic religion, bv 
the miffionaries of that perfuafion : there 
are likewife many Roman catholic churches 
here. 

There are alfo here many chrifliahs of 
thofe called chriftians of St. Thomas % 
yet in much lefs numbers than Roman ca- 
tholics. 

Amongft the Malabars, the nairs are the 
nobles and warriors of the land ; they arc 
known by the fcymeter which they always 
wear whenev'er they Rir abroad, and in the 


* The chriftians of St. Thomas are neftorians, and follovir, 
for the moft part, the ceremonies of the Greek church ; they 
perform the fervices of religion in the Syriac language. The 
patriarchs of Alexandria, and afterwards of Moful, ufed to 
fend them their bilhops. They rejeff tranfubftantiation, pur- 
gatory, and all image-worfhip ; letting up, however, a crofs 
in their churches. They do not allow their priefts to marry 
a fecond time ; and do not baptife their children tall they 
are forty days old. In the time of Valektyk', there were 
feventy-five churches of this fedt of chriftians on the coart 
®f IMalair.' . T. 

management 
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management of which, I was told, they arc 
very dexterous, particularly againft a flying 
enemy. They have many privileges above 
the common people. 

Their princes poffefs an almofl: abfolutc 
authority over their fubjedls : they are not, 
however, allowed to enter into engagements, 
or contraft alliances ; which, however much 
to their own advantage, might be injurious 
to the intcrefls of their fubjefts. 

Befldes the original Malabars, people of 
various nations are to be met with here, 
who have been allured hither by the profits 
of trade ; there are Moors, Arabians, Per- 
■fians, and, amongft others, a colony of 
Jews, who, as they pretend, are the pofterity 
of the ten tribes carried away into captivity 
by Shalmaneser, and who, after being 
liberated from their Aflyrian bonds, came 
hither, where they have, from time im- 
memorial, conftituted a fmall, but ifolated, 
people, who have been greatly favoured by 
the princes of the country, and have re- 
ceived from them, and enjoyed for a fenes 
of ages, a number of valuable privileges ; 
amongft which, the free permiflion to ex- 

crcile 



ercife their religion without reftralnt, may 
not be cpnfidered as the moft unimportant. 

They dwell in a feparate town, the houfes 
of which are built of ftone, and are moftly 
plaiftered white on the outfide : in it are 
three fynagogues, the chiefefl and largeft of 
which I compute to be thirty-five or forty 
feet in length, and about one-third lefs in 
breadth ; the floor of it is laid with fquare 
tiles, of blue and white Canton china ; the 
cafe, in which their copies of the books of 
Moses are prefcrved, fl:ands oppofite to the 
entrance, and is made of very beautiful 
wood ; in the middle of this place of wor- 
(hip {lands the pulpit for the reader, or ex- 
pounder of the law, and above it hangs a 
large brafs branched candleftick, by which, 
and by the lamps which are fixed along the 
fidcs, it is lighted up in the evening. 

When the Dutch made their firil attempt 
upon Cochim, in the year 1662, the Jews 
fccretly favoured them ; but they paid dear 
for their interference ; for the Portuguefe, 
who foon difcovered it, plundered them of 
almofl: all they had, as Toon as the fiege w'as 
raifed : they deftroyed, or attempted to de- 
llroy, their fynagogues, and every thing that 

belonged 



[ 226 ] 

belonged to them : and it is worthy of ob- 
fervation, that, when the Dutch made tbem- 
felves malfers of Cochim, the year after- 
wards, and the Jews were reinftated by 
them in their former condition, their Pen- 
tateuch was found by accident, or had been 
preferved by religious care, uniiyured and 
entire. I was informed, by a perfon well 
verfed in fuch matters, that their copy of 
the Pentateuch, is a very beautiful and au- 
thentic one, and the memory of the time 
when it firfl came into their hands, has been 
entirely loft. 

Although moft of them are nearly as 
black as the native Malabars, they yet re- 
tain, both men and women, thofe charac- 
teriftic features which diftinmiifti this f]ns:u- 

O O 

lar people from all the other nations of the 
earth. 

Moft of them are employed in trade, 
both in large and in fmall : here, as well 
as elfewhere, the Jews are addifted to traf- 
fic ; and, from the adventuring merchant, to 
the retailing pedlar, they are the genuine de- 
votees of intereft and commerce. Some of 
the Jew merchants of Cochim, are not fhy 
of purchafing entire cargoes of goods. One 

of 
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of them, called Ezechiel, who died fome 
years ago, had drawn moft of the Cochim. 
trade into his own hands ; he left three fons, 
who are ftill alive, and who are among the 
moft opulent and principal merchants of the 
place. 

When thefe Jews purchafe a flave, they 
immediately manumit himj they circumcile 
him, and receive him as their fellow Ifrael- 
ite, and never treat him as a flave. 

The town, or village, which they inhabit 
has received the appellation of Makwan 
Sieri, 
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[ 228 ] 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Dejcription of Cochim . — Its Fortifications and 
Means of Defence. — Buddinp;s, — Government . — • 
Retrenchment of the EJlahliJlrnent in 1698. — Fhe 
Ou'pr.fls or FaSieries.^ — Ihjtcrical Relation of the 
Concerns of the Dutch on the Coajl of Malabar . — 
IVar with the Samorin. — Sent meats of Mr. V avs 
Imhoff . — Alliance with the King i^Travan- 
CORE. — Ufurpa'.ions of Hyder Ali Chan. — 
His Difputes with the Dutch — And open Hofiili- 
t:es. — Chittua taken by him. — Overtures for 
Accommodation of the Difputes .—^Trade of the Com- 
pany here. — Charges and Prtfts. 

In the laft chapter I have enumerated the 
Company’s poITeflions 011 the coaft of Ma- 
labar. Cochim is the capital of them, the 
feat of government, and the refidence of 
the governor. 

This city Rands at the northweft point 
of an iflatid, which is about eighteen Dutch 
miles in length, and two in breadth ; to the 
Ibuth the ifland is formed by the mouth of 
the river of Cali Coylangy and to the north 

by 
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by that which runs from Crangamr.e, and 
feparates it from the ifland of Baypin. The 
form of the city is nearly iemicircular, and 
it is about a mile and a half in circum- 
ference : on the landfide it is fortifed by 
f X large bailions and a cavalier, and to the 
eaftward it has an irregular outwork; on the 
waterfide, it is provided with a fubftantial 
wall, in which there are loopholes for fmall 
arms, and which terminates at the eafl end 
in a ravelin before the cavalier : a u et ditch 
runs round thefe works, and before it is a 
covered way and glacis, tolerably well exe- 
cuted. The fortifications have been repair- 
ed, and reftored, by governor Moens, out 
of the very ruinous condition into which 
they had been futfered to fall bp former go- 
vernors. 

Although it cannot be faid that the great- 
eft part of thefe fortifications are conftrudted 
according to the exad rules of art, yet the 
place is fufficiently fortified to withftand a 
coup de main, and it would require a regular 
liege to take it. Approaches cannot even 
be made from any other quarter than the 
fouth, where there is a dry anu level plain ; 
for to the eaft ward, as far as the rivers, there 
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are feveral moraffes, which would render an 
attack on that fide extremely difficult : be- 
fides, the place is fortified the ftron^eft on 
that fide, and is the weakeft by the feafide. 
In order to remedy this defe61 in fome mea- 
liire, a kind of ravelin has been confl:ru6led 
between the baftion Gclderland and the 
beach ; but it is not, in my judgment, of 
lufficient ftrength, or importance, to deter 
an enemy from making an attempt on that 
lide. 

The city cannot be attackeduf-by vefiTels 
from the river, until the fire of the baftion 
Gelderlandy and of the ravelin OveryJJ'el, be 
filenced, which could only be done by bat- 
teries to be erefted at the fouthern extre- 
mity of the oppoute ifland of Baypin. The 
fecurity of the place would, however, be 
much augmented, by the dcftruflion of the 
wood which lies about a mile and a half 
foutheaft from the city, whereby the enemy 
would be deprived of a very important ad- 
vantage for the carrying on of their opera- 
tions, namely, the timber and fafcines ne- 
ceffary for conftruding of batteries, and for 
filling up the morafles, ftagnant pools, and 
ditches in their w^ay. The woods, which 
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cover the fouthe.rn part of Baypin, and 
which extend down to the beach' oppofite to 
the city, ought equally to fhare the fame 
fate. 

Cochim has three gates ; one to the weft- 
ward, called the Bay-gate ; one to the eaft- 
ward, called the New-gate ; and one to the 
northward, leading to the river^ called the 
Water-gate. 

The principal buildings, are, the church, 
and the government-houfe. The former is 
ia pretty large, oblong, edifice, in which 
there is a very indifferent organ ; the latter 
is a roomy, commodious, and airy manfion, 
fronting a large plain, and appropriated for 
the refidence of the governor ; oppofite to 
it ftands the mainguard, and on the left fide 
are the barracks for the body-guards of the 
governor, 

The ftreets, which are, in general, wide, 
are neatly kept, but they are not embel- 
lifhed with many handfbme houfes. There 
is a city-hotel, where ftrangers are accom- 
modated with lodgings ; our countrymen 
pay a rixdollar, and foreigners two rupees, 
per day, for board and lodging ; the keeping 

of 
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of the hotel is annually farmed out by the 
government. 

The chief of this eflablifhment bears, at 
prefent, the title of governor and diredfor ; 
the gentleman who filled that office when I 
was here, was Mr. Adrian Moens, of 
Middleburgh, in Zealand, wlio v'as at the 
fame time conncellor-extraordinary of India. 
When the chief is not a member of the 
fupreme government at Batavia, he has only 
the title and rank of commandant. 

A council is adjoined in the diredlion, to 
the governor; confining of the fecond, who 
is a ienior merchant, the fifeal, the chief of 
the military, the warehoufekeeper, the dif- 
penjier, or purveyor, and all the junior mer- 
chants who may be in the fettlement, either 
in, or out of, office ; as alfo, I believe, at 
prefent, the comptroller of equipment, be- 
caufe the rank of fea-captain has now been 
given to him : the council have a fecretary, 
who is a junior merchant, tranflator of the 
Malabar language, and at the fame time 
chief of Coylang. 

The outpofts, or forts, are managed by 
bookkeepers, as refideiits ; thefe are, wfith 

the 
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the exception of Coy/ang, or Sluilon, five in 
number ; namely, one at Cranganore, one 
at Cali Coylang, or Quile Qiiilon, one at Por- 
ca^ one at Paponetty, and one at Chittnay 
which lafl; is aftually a prifoner in the hands 
of Hyder Ali Chan. 

The chief of the military pofielTes the 
rank and title of major ; and the chief of 
the artillery that of captain-lieutenant. 

I do not know the exadl: number of troops 
that are ufually Rationed here ; but I be- 
lieve that they may amount to about four 
hundred effedlive men. 

The ferviccs of public worlhip are per- 
formed by one clergyman in orders, and two 
krankhezoekers 

Amongft the feveral conquefls and fettle* 
ments which the Dutch Company have 
made, or eftablifhed, in the Indies, that of 
the Malabar is not one of the moft advan- 
tageous or important to the Dutch. It colls 

* In 1776-1777, the whqle eftab|ifliment of the Dutch, 
on the coaft of Malabar, confifted of, toa pcrfons in civil, 
and three in ecckfiaftical, employments ; ten furgeons and af- 
fiflants; fixty belonging to the artillery; forty-nine -feamen 
and marines; 613 foldiers, and thirty mechanics: in all 
S67 Europeans, befides 405 natives. T. 
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the Company much money, on account of* 
the deftruftive wars in which they have in 
confequence engaged, the rivalry in trade 
of numerous competitors, and, though lafl 
not leajft, the infidelity and peculation of 
their fervants. 

It was but a fhort time after the firft 
capture of thefe poffeffions from the Portu- 
guefe, that the diredllon which had been 
eftabliflied in them was found to be too 
cumberfome and expenfive, and a refolution 
was accordingly taken in Oeftober of the 
year 1686, that the fortifications of Coebim, 
Cranganore^ Cananore, and Coylang, fhould 
pot be kept up, the garrifons be withdrawn 
or reduced, and the number of the Com- 
pany’s qualified fervants confderably dimi- 
nifhed. But the execution of this refo- 
lution was, for various reafons, delayed till 
the general revifion of the affairs of the 
Company by the fupreme government at 
Batavia, made on the 19th of Augulf, 1697; 
and till atter the opinion of Mr. John van 
Hoorn, the then diredlor general, was de- 
Jivered in. The refalt of this refolution was 
principally as follows : 


I. That 
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I. That the fortifications of the city of 
Cochim^ which, by the large garrifbn it re- 
quired, and the continual reparations to be 
made, in confequence of the great extent of 
the walls, were too expenfive for the Com- 
pany to maintain, fliould be reduced by one- 
half. 

II. That of the prefent fortifications of 
Cananore, the Portuguefe tower fhould only be 
preferred, with a garrifon of twenty, or, at 
the moft, twenty-five, European foldiers, to 
which number the prefent garrifon Ihould 
be reduced. 

III. That at Cranganore ^ , the ancient 
interior w'orks fhould only be preferred, 
with a garrifon of twenty Europeans, which 
is judged a fufficient number for the purpofes 
of the Company here. 

IV. That it is likewife judged advifable 
at Coylang no more fhould be retained than 
the old Portuguefe tower, or as much of the 
prefent works as may be thought neceffary 

* Cranganore was fold by the Dutch to the king of Travan- 
iore, taken from him by Hyder Ali, and retaken by the 
Englifh in 1790. Cochim, Quilon, Quite Qudon, and the other 
fettlements of the Dutch on the coaft of Malabar, have fliared. 
the fate of the greater part of their Indian pofleffions, and aiC 
aftually in the hands of the Englifh. T. 
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for the intereft of the Company, with fifteen 
or, twenty men, to which number the efta- 
blifhment there fliould be reduced ; and that 
the remainder of the fortifications of the 
three laft mentioned places fhould be re- 
moved or demolithed. 

It was further thereby determined that all 
military outpofts fhould be withdrawn, ex- 
cept that Paponetty, Pore a, and Cali Coylang, 
fhould be retained as refidencies, or faftories, 
in order to keep an eye over what might 
be going forward all along the coaft, and to 
avail of fuch opportunities of trade as might 
occur j that a bookkeeper, or affiftant, or 
elfe a trufty and intelligent ferjeant, with 
two private foldiers, or fearaen, fhould be 
Rationed at each place, and alfo at P’engena- 
patnam^ as foon as the difputes with the 
queen of Amjengo (hall have been amicably 
adjufled. 

The velTels of all deferiptions were to be 
reduced to one fmall yatch, two {loops, and 
three rowboats j for it was determined not to 
obilrudl any more, by meafures of conftraint 
and harlhuefs, the navigation of the Mala- 
bars, and their trade in the productions of 
their country, confifting chiefly in areca- 

nuts. 
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nuts, wild cinnamon, and pepper, which the 
Company could not excluhvely purchafe 
from them. 

The number of pieces of artillery, which 
fhould thenceforward be employed upon the 
fortifications, fiiould be fixed at ninety-five 
pieces of iron, and fix pieces of brafs, ord- 
nance, with two mortars. And about five 
hundred and thirty Europeans, and thirty- 
feven natives, were judged fufficient for the 
fer vice of the Company. 

Upon this, the charges diminilhed con- 
hderably in the year 1698 ; and it is furprif- 
ing that the refolutions juft now detailed had 
not before been taken, and put in execution, 
fince the experience of thirty years had al- 
ready pointed out the injurious tendency of 
the former expenfive eftablifhment, with no 
adequate benefit. The oftentation of a great 
power, which coft the Company luch large 
fums of money, had not the effedl of pro- 
ducing in the native princes that degree of 
awe and apprehenfion, which is indifpenla- 
bly neceftary for carrying on an exclufive 
trade. 

Thus, Mr. SwAARDEKRooN’, in his me- 
morial on the fubjedl of the MaJabar coaft, 

of 
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of the 31ft of May, 1698, fhews how little 
the power of the Company was feared by the 
rajah of Cali Coylang, who traded openly with 
that notorious pirate, Wii liam Kidu. 

His words are remarkable when, farther 
on, fpeaking of the conqueft of the. Malabar, 
he fays, “ that it is to be regretted that the 
“ Company carried fo much fail here in the 
beginning, that they are now defirous of 
“ ftriking them, in order to avoid being 
“ overfet.” 

In the year 1701, a war broke out be- 
tween the Company and the famorin, which 
was put an end to by a treaty of peace, con- 
cluded on the 8th of January, 1710; but 
w’hich was no lonsrer maintained than till 

O 

the year 1715, when the famorin furprifed 
the fort of Chittua, wdiich had been con- 
flrucled in order to keep him in check : this 
event was follow^ed by a memorable cam- 
paign, under the command of the counfellor 
of India, William Bakker, at the head 
of full four thouland men, both Europeans 
and natives, who fubdued the whole of the 
enemy’s country ; notwithftanding which, no 
proportionate advantages were gained by the 
peace concluded \/ith the famorin, on the 

17th 
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17th of December, 1717, in comparifon 
with what might «ind ought to have been 
iafifted on. 

During this war, the Englifli, or rather 
their commandant at Tellicherry, had affifted 
the famorin with money, ammunition, and 
gunners. But the word: confequences of 
the war were, that the charges of the Mala- 
oar government were not the lefs for it fince 
it had been ended ; on which account the 
fupreme government at Batavia, in their 
fecret difpatches to Malabar, of the 30th of 
September, 1721, exprefs, in particular, 
their aftonifhment at the renewed fpirit of 
hoftility towards the native powers mani- 
fefted by the Company’s fervants, and at the 
extravagance of the expences incurred by 
them. They further write, that they were 
of opinion, that, in cafe the famorin thought 
fit to attack the kingr of Cochim, who had fo 
long enjoyed the proteftion of the Company, 
they fhould not take an adlive part in the 
quarrel, without, however, entering into any 
particular engagement with the famorin, to 
remain neutral, till it Ihould be abfolutely 
xequifite to interfere. 

Neverthelefs, the charges, inftead of being 

reduce^ 
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reduced within Bolerable bounds, on the con- 
trary, grew more exorbitant. 

In the year 1739, Mr. van Imhoff came 
from Ceylon., in order to examine into thefe 
affairs, and fent a report concerning them to 
the government at Batavia, by his letter of 
the 6th of July, 1 739, in which he fays, that 
the kinsr of 'Bravancore having been fucceff- 
ful in the wars which he had undertaken, 
had rendered himfelf fo much refpedled 
among the chief kings of the Malabar coaft, 
that he was looked upon by every one with 
eyes of jealouly and apprehenfion, 

Mr, VAN Imhoff was, therefore, of opi- 
nion, that if it were requifite for the Com- 
pany to maintain a balance of power amongfl 
the chiefs of the Malabar coaft, it could 
never be made to preponderate more to the 
prejudice or danger of the Company, than 
in favour of that prince, who was almoft 
wholly attached to their competitors, and 
whole encreafe of power could not but 
be pregnant with the moft alarming con- 
fequences to .their interefts, whllft he, at the 
lame time, merited lome chaftifemeut for 
his inlolence towards them, independent of 
the primary confideration of maintaining a 

due 
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due balance among the native powers of the 
Malabar. 

That gentleman fays, in another place, 
that there were but two ways to effecft a re- 
formation in the affairs of this government, 
which was abfolutely necelfary, as matters 
could pofitively not remain any longer in the 
fituation in which they then were. One of 
thefe was, to follow the marketprice in the 
purchafe of pepper, that at leaft fo much 
might be procured as was wanted for the 
return-lhips from Ceylon. The other was, 
to enforce the eontrads, by means of more 
energy, than thofe which had hitherto been 
employed ; and to make thofe princes, who 
did not fulfil their engagements, feel the 
weight of the refentment, and the power of 
the arms of the Company, by exaefing the 
penalties for the non-performance of their 
contrails, by force of arms and military 
execution, or by farprifing and carrying off 
to Batavia one or other of thofe princes, 
who (hewed themfelves the mofl refraifory, 
which would create fo much terror among 
them, that it would not be necelfary to re- 
fort to the fame expedient a fecond time. 

Of thefe two means of redrefs, he dilap- 

p roved 
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proved of the firft, alleging, that to follow 
the marketprice would, at that time, be 
both unprofitable and unjuft, and, in future, 
unadvifable, and even dangerous and alarm- 
ing for the intcrefts of the Company. In 
refult, he concluded that the fecond method 
would be the beft. 

Upon this, the people in the adminiftra- 
tion on the coaft, immediately fet about at- 
tacking Travancorey without even alking 
orders from Batavia on the fubjcdl. It was, 
however, fpeedily requifite to fend for affift- 
ance from Java, in order to carry on the 
enterprize that had been begun ; for, of all 
the princes who were reprefented by Mr. 
VAN Imhoff as ready and willing to join 
their arms to thofe of the Company, the 
rajah of Cali Coylang alone, came to their 
aftiftance j and his attachment to us was 
his ruin, for his dominions were fubdued by 
the king of ’Travancore, after our troops had 
been compelled to furrender their fortrefles 
in Travancore, and to abandon the field. 

In the mean time the expences and lofles 
of the eftablifhment encreafed fo much, that 
notwithftanding all the profits from the 
year 1740 to 1745, this commandery run 

greatly 
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greatly in arrear. This war, that of Java^ 
and the Macaffer war, which were all waged 
at the fame time, fet the Company rnate- 
riallv backward in their affairs. 

The confequence of this inconhderate con- 
duct was a great decline in the reputation 
and importance of the Company on the coaft 
of Malabar ; for they concluded a treaty of 
peace, by which their allies were wholly 
abandoned, and left to themfelves, without 
any conditions or interference on the part of 
the Company in their behalf ; and, on the 
other hand, we entered into, an exclufive 
alliance with the king of 'Travancore, as ^thc 
mod powerful prince in the country j the 
wholeagreeable to a determination which had 
been taken on the fubjedt at Batavia^ and 
the inftrudlions, to that efFedf, which were 
fent off on the i8th of Odtober, 1748. 

A ftridler union afterwards took place be-» 
tween the Company and the king of Tra~ 
vdncore, and a firm treaty of peace and al- 
liance was made with him on the 15th of 
Augud, 1753, by which their hands were 
for ever tied from interferingr in the Malabar 
difputes. The ninth article of this treaty 
does not appear in a light very honourable 

to 
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to the Company ; it ftipulates, that the 
Company fhall recede from all engagements 
which they may have entered into with the 
other Malabar princes, whom the king of 
‘Travan^ore might choofe to attack, and on 
no account interfere in their diiputes, or afford, 
them affiflancc or flielter ; nor in any refpedl 
raife any oppofitioii to the cnterprizes of the 
king. 

This was the main fpring of all ; this was 
the chief objedi of the king of Travancoret 
and that in which he moflly interefted 
himfelf. Filled with the intention, and fired 
with the idea, of making extenfive conquefts, 

he knew no obftacle fo powerful to prevent 

% 

the accomplifhment of his defires, as the 
power of the Company ; and by this treaty 
he fecured an open field before him, for turn- 
ing his arms to whatever quarter he chofe. 

It was not long before he availed himfelf 
of the advantage he had obtained. He made 
himfelf maifer of the kingdom of Tekkan 
Koiii, whofe prince was left unaided by hU 
neighbours and allies j and of feveral other 
places, to which the neutrality of the Com- 
pany gave eafy opportunities. 

By the twentieth article of the abovemen- 
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tioned treaty, the Company bound themfelves 
to provide that prince annually, to the value 
of twelve thoufand rupees, or eighteen thou- 
fand 'gliders, various forts of warlike flores 
and ammunition, and the prices of thefe arti- 
cles were fixed as follows, viz. 

a firelock at - - rupees 7. i6. or f.\i u {^.1 i ofterl.) 
one hundred gunflints, - - - o 13 (012) 

a pound of gunpowder, - . - o 13 (012) 

one hundred leaden mufitet bullets, o 14 (01 3) 

as likewife fonae ironwork, and brafs cannon. 

On the other hand, the king engaged to 
fell to the Company, all the cotton cloths, 
and every year three thoufand candih of pep- 
per, of five hundred pounds weight each, 
together with all the other produclions which 
the lands he was already pofireired of, yielded : 
and the further quantity of two thouiand 
candilsod pepper out of thole territories which 
he might in future conquer. For which the 
Company, according to articles v and vi, 
engaged to pay, namely, for each candil of 
good and found pepper, properly harped or 
fifted, from the kingdoms of Travancore 
and Ansjengo, fixty-five rupees 1 5 — % 

and for the pepper produced in the countries 
which the king of Travancore might fuccecd 

in 
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in fubduing, in confequence of the neutrality 
of the Company, fifty-five rupees 82 1 5 
per candil ; and moreover an export-duty of 
{om fanam rageas * per candil. 

The twenty-fourth article fays ; that the 
king fhall befides receive an annual douceur, 
or prefent, from the Company, the value, 
however, of which was left to be fixed by 
them ; this was afterwards fettled, by the 
government of Batavia, at five thoufand gil- 
ders upon the condition that the ftipulated 
quantity of pepper Ihould be duly delivered. 

The twenty-fifth article ftates ; that the 
Company’s fubjedls lhall be left unmolefted 
in the lands, which have anciently belonged 
to them. 

By this means *fravancore became fb 
powerful, that all the other princes of Mala- 
bar, feeing that the Company remained in- 
aftive, and beheld with eyes of indifference, 
or of approbation, the encreafing greatnefsof 
its rajah, ufed their utmoft endeavours to 
engage the Company to alter their condudf, 
as well by offering to furnifh them with 
various quantities of pepper, as by giving 

» A fanam is about the value of ftcrling. T. 
f About ^^.454. fterling. T. 
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lecret informations of the evil intentions of 
the king of 'Travancore towards the Dutch. 

But perceiving, at length, that every pro- 
pofal was rejefled, and every information 
flighted, with the coolelf inditference, they 
then had recourfe to the lamorin, whom 
they perfuaded to enter into hoftliities agalnft 
the Company ; Imagining, that if they were 
once obliged to take up arms, matters would 
come round a2;ain, according- to their vvifhes. 

The famorin finding, that inflead of being 
refifled, the only arms oppofed againfl him 
were inelFeclual remonflrances, and vain 
menaces, grew bolder every day, till he at lafl 
overrun the Company’s province of Paponetty^ 
fo that they were at length compelled to fend 
a detachment of troops thither, to expel him 
from the territory of the Company ; which 
was effedled. But it was not long before the 
famorin made a new incurfion into the Com- 
pany’s territory, and with better fortune, fo 
that our people were forced to retire to Cra?2- 
ganorey with the lofs of eight pieces of artil- 
lery, leaving the famorin in poffeflion of 
Paponetty. Upon this he made preparations 
to invade the kingdom of Cranganore, which 
he fhortly afterwards did, with an army of 

'five 
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£ve thoufand men, and endeavoured to throw- 
up feme f jrtitications at Jiycotta, in order to 
obftrudt the navigation of the river, but in 
which he was fortunately prevented by our 
people. 

The flames of war approaching thus by de- 
grees nearer and nearer, and not having a 
fufficient number of troops at hand, to oppofe 
the progrefs of the enemy, the government 
of Malabar came to a refolution, on the 20th 
of Odlober, 1756, to requell: the afliftance of 
a few hundred men from Ceylon., but the 
government of that ifland, being themfelvcs 
in w^nt of troops, excufed themfelvcs, on 
that ground, by their letter of the 14th of 
November following. 

Before the troops of the lamorin had ad- 
vanced fo far, Mr. Cunes, who was at that 
time the governor and commander in chief 
on the coaft: of Malabar, had written to the 
kings of Cranganore and Airoer, wha were 
almoll, as it w^ere, the fubjefts of the Com- 
pany, defiring them to llation their nairs upon 
the frontiers of the province of Paponetty, in 
order to prevent the incurflons of the enemy ; 
but thefe princes openly took part w'ith the 
famorin ; and not without reafou ; the Com- 
pany 
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pany had fet them the example, and had firft 
abandoned them, and left them at the mercy, 
of the king of T'ravancore : why then fhould 
they abandon the famorin, who was now 
their only hope and fupport ? Would they not 
then themfelves have affifted in forging thofe 
fetters, which the king of Travancore would 
otherwife not have failed to call upon them, 
to which the Company, by their miftaken 
policy, had fmoothed the way ? 

When the king of Travancore was in-^ 
formed, by the commandant Cunes, of the 
hoftilities which the famorin had committed 
againft the Company, he anfwered with the 
greatell: compofure, “ that he had told the 
“ ambaffadors of the famorin, that they 

fhould dilTuade their mailer from doing fo.” 

It was, at the lame time, pretty well 
afcertained, that, far from uling any dilTua- 
five arguments, the king of Travancore had, 
on the contrary, greatly encouraged the fa- 
morin to perfevere in his hollile exertions ; 
trailing that, when matters came to greater 
extremities, the Company would call in his 
affillance, and that he Ihould thereby have 
better opportunities of carrying on his pro- 
jeils of aggrandizement and concjuell. 
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The famorin, whofe obje£l was not fo 
much the making war on the Company, as 
the prevention of a further encreafe of power 
in the king of Travancore, made propofals of 
accommodation himfelf, offering even to fur- 
nifh yearly two thoufand candils of pepper 
to the Company, if they would but refolve 
to join their forces to his, and attack the 
king of Tranjancore ; but far from liffening 
to thefe propofals, or entering into treaty 
concerning them, fb many preliminary arti- 
cles of difcuffion were fkarted, and conditions 
propofed, as if the Company had been the 
conquerors : this conducfl appears to have 
been folely grounded upon an unwillingnefs 
to depart from their favourite lyilem, or from 
the conditions of the engagement latterly 
entered into with Travancare j to which 
every thing was to be facrificed. Yet inftead 
of this condudl inducing the king of Travan^ 
core to be more and more attached to the 
Company’s intereft, he, on the contrary, 
after the difputes with the famorin were ac- 
commodated, had the hardinefs to declare, 
that the Company muft, in time, be con- 
tented with the delivery of his produdls in 
fuch a manner, and in fuch quantities, as he 

chofe 
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chofe to allow ; and that he did not intend to 
look upon them in any other light, than in 
that of merchants, not poffeffcd of any ter- 
ritorial jurifdidlion, or fupreme authority, 
and who ought to follow the market-prices 
in paying for their purchafes. 

Of all the Malabar princes he thus,re- 
niained the only formidable neighbour of the 
Company, doing, without oppofition, what- 
ever he liked ; which continued till lately 
when a ftill more dreaded enemy, both to 
himfelf and the Company, arofe, one whole 
name has become famous by his wars againft 
the Englifh, the juftly celebrated Hyder 
Ali Chan Bahauder, otherwife Hyder 
Naig, who, by his confummate courage and 
condu6t, raifed himfelf from the condition of a 
coalmen trooper, to be mafler of the kingdom 
of Myfore (where he aflumed only, however, 
the title of nabob, becaufe the king of Myfore 
is Hill living, although kept in confinement 
by the ufurper), and fubdued the province of 
Canara, and the kingdom of Calicut^ forcing 
the famorin to feek a refuge with the king 
of Travancore. Hyder Ali is now become 
the moft formidable potentate of this part of 
India ; and if the Marattas, with whom he 
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iS inccffantly at war, did not flaiid in his wa}', 
he would, in all probability, prefcribe laws 
to the whole peninfula within the Ganges, in 
a very fliort time. 

An implacable enemy of the Englifli, of 
his hatred for which nation he has given 
innumerable proofs, and burning with the 
defire of fupplanting the nabob of the Car- 
natic, upon the coaft of Coromandel, who was 
in every thing fubfervient to the Englifh, he 
had in view to make himfelf mafter of the 
kingdom of Travancore in order to leave 

*■ The only prince on the Malahar coaft who had efcaped 
the oppreflion and violence of Hyder Ali, was the king of 
^ravancore. His means of defence were extraordinary and ro- 
mantic. Around his capital, and chief province, he fuffered 
the woods to grow for a number of yeais, till they formed an 
impenetrable belt of great depth. This, cut into labyrinths, 
afforded eafy egrefs to his people, and rendered all attacks 
from without imprailicable. Immured within this natural 
fortification, he encouraged the cultivation of the arts and 
fciences ; he invited the approach of men of genius and know- 
ledge; he cultivated the friendfhip of the brahmins, and was 
himfelf admitted into their fociety, by the ceremony of paffing 
through a golden cow ; and by preparing his own military 
liores, calling of cannon, making of gunpowder, &c. he 
rendered himfelf independent of foreign aid. The fubjeds 
of his remoter provinces, to avoid the ravages of war, took 
refuge within the woody circle ; and, whenever they could do 
it with fr.lety, returned, with their families andeffeds, to their 
former habitations, T- 

no 
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no enemy behind him, when he attacked the 
Carnatic ; for this reafon, he fent, about a 
year ago, to requeft of the government of 
the Malabar, a free pailage for his troops 
thither, through, or along, the territories of 
the Company. 

The refufal of this requeft, and the delay 
of a reply to a letter, which he had dif- 
patched, accompanied with confiderable pre- 
fents, to the fupreme government at Batavia 
(which delay was occafioned by the length 
of the voyage performed by the veflel, by 
which the letter and prefents were fent, and 
likewife by a little negligence of which the 
people at Batavia were guilty, fb that the 
fhip from Batavia, that arrived on the coaft 
of Malabar the following year, brought nei- 
ther anfwer or prefents, in return to Hyder 
Ali, or the leaft notice of the matter to 
Governor Moens), excited a great degree of 
refentment in the breaft of the haughty My- 
forean, who was then, indifputably, the 
greateft prince in thofe parts. This, Mr. 
Moens endeavoured to foften as much as 
poffible, by writing at one time, that the ex- 
traordinary length of the voyage was the oc- 
calion of the delay, and at another, that the 

replv 
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reply to his difpatches would come by the 
Coromandel or Ceylon fhips ; but nothing 
could efface the impreffions which this im- 
aginary, or real, affront, had made in the 
vindidlive heart of Hyder Ali, who inti- 
mated without referve, that he very well per- 
ceived that the Company cared little for his 
friendfhip. 

Mr. Moens, who forefaw that it would 
be impofUble to avoid coming to a rupture 
with this powerful and reftlefs prince, prin- 
cipally becaufe his requeft to be allowed to 
march through the territories of the Com- 
pany, in order to attack the country of Tra~ 
^ancorcy was refufed, entered into clofer en- 
gagements with the kings of Travancore and 
of Cochim, to afuft each other with all their 
might in cafe of need. The latter feemed 
even inclined to adl offenfivelv, in order not 
to be liable to undergo the fame fate as the 
famorin ; but this was difcouraged by Mr. 
Moens, who knew very well that the whole 
burthen and expence of the war would fall 
upon the Company, as the pufillanimity of 
the native princes, and their dread of the 
arms of Hyder Ali, were too great, to ex- 
pedt any effedlual co-operation from them. 

The 
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The flames of war, which had been fo 
long a kindling, burfl: out at length, in the 
month of Oftober, 1716. Hyder Ali 
lent his general, Cha Dergam, with eight 
or ten thoufaiid men, to make an irruption 
into the pofleffions of the Company, namely, 
in the faiidy country or province of Papo~ 
netty\ he ravaged the country with fire and 
fword, and laid fiegc to the fort of Chittua ; 
this fort, which is a fquare, with four demi- 
bafiions, had been duly provided with a fuf- 
ficient garrifon, and ammunition and provi- 
fions enough to hold out for fome time. 

The faid general, Cha Dergam, iflued a 
manifefto, in the name of his mafter, the 
nabob Hyder Ali, by which he alleged 
that certain lands, fituated within the pro- 
vince cf Paponetty, belonged to the empire 
of the famorin, and that Calicut having been 
conquered by him, he required thofe lands 
to be delivered up to him by the Com.pany, 
as an appendage to it. 

To this, Mr. Moens replied, that thofe 
lands had been mortgaged many years ago 
to the Company, by the famorin, for the 
fum of twelve thoufand rupees; but that he 
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was ready, at any time, to deliver them up 
to whoever would repay to the Company the 
money for which they had been mortgaged ; 
but no anfvver, or at leaft not a fatisfadlory 
one, was given to this. 

Mr. Mokns, whofe military force, agree- 
able to the cuftomary fparingnefs of the 
Company, in this refpect, was very triflings 
fcarcely amounting to two hundred effedtive 
men, had, upon the bursting of the florm, 
immediately written, in prefling terms, for a 
reinforcement of troops and velfels from 
Ceylon; and, by the diligent zeal of the go- 
vernor there, Mr. Falk, thefe were fent 
with fuch expedition, that the troops were 
difembarked at Cochim, on the 4 th of No- 
vember, and were directly fent off to Cran- 
ganore and Aycotte, in order to prevent the 
enemy from penetrating in that quarter, and 
getting footing in the ifland of Baypin, 
whilft the kings of ’Travancore and Cochim 
threw up fome ftrong and fortified lines, on 
the oppofite fide of the river, in order to 
defend their lands from an irruption on 
that fide. On our fide too, great affiduity 
w^as ufed, in forming a retrenchment under 

the 
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the guns of Cranganore^ and in fortifying 
Aycofte, that Baypin might be ftill better 
covered agalnft any hoftile attempt. 

Chittua havinsc now been invefted for a 
long; time, the garrifon fent word to Mr. 
Moens, that if they were not fpeedily fuc-^ 
coured, they would be obliged to furrender, 
for want of provifioiis and ammunition. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, Mr. 
Moens determined to relieve that fmall, 
but important fort, whatever it might coft j 
that the enemy who were in force between 
Chittua to the north, and Cranganore to the 
fouth, might not be without fome objedt of 
apprehenlion and check in their rear. 

The Cevlon reinforcement had Hkewife 
come very opportunely for that purpofe ; 
and every thing being prepared for the ex- 
pedition, and the fupplies of provifion and 
ammunition for the garrifon of Chittua being 
packed in fmall cafes and calks, in order 
to admit of an eafier and more fpeedy con- 
veyance on (hore, and into the fort, the fol- 
diers, to the number of one hundred and 
feventy or eighty men, were embarked on 
board the flaip Hoohverf^ and a fufficient 
number of fmall velTels were provided for 

the 
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the purpofe of difembarking the men, and 
landing the ftores and provifions, intended 
for the relief of Chittua* 

On the fame day that they failed in the 
morning, they anchored, at noon, abreaft of 
ChittuU: the commandins; odicer of the 
military wiihed to attempt a landing imme-^ 
diately ; but, by the advice of the captain 
of the flip, who conceived that the furf 
upon the reef, where they would be obliged 
to land before they could get to Chittua, ran 
too high at that time, to render the attempt 
practicable, as likewife that the fmall veffels 
which were to convey the foldiers and ftores 
on (here, were not yet in readinefs, or in 
a proper ftuation, the attempt was deferred 
till the next day. 

This expedition was planned and execu- 
ted wdth fo much fecrccy, that the enemy 
were wholly uninformed of it, until they 
beheld the Ihip caft anchor before Chittua ; 
and the delay in landing, gave an opportu- 
nity to the nabob’s general, who immedi- 
ately fufpebted the caufe of the large fhip, 
and fo many fmall velfels, having anchored 
on the coaft, to fend, wnch all fpeed, a con- 
fiderable number of his troops to take poft 

upon 
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upon the reef, or rather the fpit of land, 
which for fome years had been wafhed up 
between Chittua and the fea; where they 
placed themfelves in ambufcade, waiting for 
the landing of our men. 

Thefe, ignorant of this circumftance, at- 
tempted to land on the following day, at 
noon; but, unfortunately, the firft veffel, 
which had the foldiers on board, overfet, 
as foon as it entered the furf; the men, 
however, got fafe to land ; but they had not 
proceeded many yards, before they were 
attacked by the party of the enemy that lay 
there in ambufh : they could not oppofe much 
refinance to them, as their firelocks, and 
the greateft part of their ammunition, had 
been drenched in fea-water : the command- 
ing officer, therefore, immediately ordered his 
detachment to retreat to the beach ; but here 
they were again difappointed, for the affright- 
ed natives, who had navigated the veffel in 
which they came, having recovered her, 
had put off from the fhore again, and none 
of the others durft encounter the furf; fo 
that, after having defended themfelves for 
a fhort time, as well as they were able, 
feveral of them being killed, and many 
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wounded, the detachment was obliged to 
larrender themfelves prifoners of war to the 
enemy. 

The confequences of the ill fuccefs of 
this expedition, were confiderably prejudicial 
to us. 

The enemy obtained a frefh degree of 
courage, from the advantage they had gain- 
ed over us in this adlion, and our people 
were not a little difheartened by it, as 
they had loft a confiderable proportion of 
their Imall number of European troops, 
and were obliged by it to abandon 
tua to its fate. That place furrendered, 
at length, by capitulation; and although it 
was upon condition that the garrifon ftiould 
not be made prifoners, but fhould be allowed 
to march out, and be conduefed to Cranga- 
nore, the perhdious Alyiorean abided not by 
his word, but after they were plundered of 
ail they poffeiTed, and ftripped almoft naked, 
he feat them in chains to Calicut, and farther 
up into his country. 

The fituation of our affairs, on the coaft c f 
Tvlalabar, now became daily more critical 
and alarming. The enemy had now no- 
thing more to do, than to ftorm Crangamre, 
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or to break through the 'TraDancore lines, to 
be at hand to get footing on the ifland of 

O O 

Baypin, or even to attack Cochim itfelf; and 
the retrenchment which had been begun be- 
fore Cranganore was not near completed, for 
want of labourers, who are here called 
coolies* . 

To this, add the intelligence, which Mr. 
Moens received from good authority, that 
the nabob had caufed a conf.derable part of 
his fleet, confifting of one three- mafl; fhip, 
fix two-maft grabs, and twenty well armed 
gallivats, to alTemble at Calicut^ with the 
intention of attempting to make a landing 
upon the ifland of Baypin, and thus to attack 
Cranganore on both fides, and to extend his 
depredations even to the gates of Cochim. 

In order to guard, as much as poffible, 
ag'ainfl: the completion of this purpofe, a 
fchooner, which was the only velfel {Rationed 
by the Company on the coaft, was placed as 
clofe as poffible to the mouth of the river of 
Cranganore ; and the ffiips, the Hoolwerf and 

* Coolies are thofe natives who are employed in carrying 
of burthens, digging of trenches, and fuch laborious occupa- 
tions ; and who, fupplying the place of pioneers, cannot be 
difpenfed with in the operations of nailitary taflics jtj 

lihidojlan. S. 
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the Honcoop, were ftationed a little farther 
to feaward, at a middling diflance from each 
other, in order to cover the coaft, and at 
the fame time to be near enough to join 
their force, upon the appearance of the 
enemy’s fleet, in order to oppofe any land- 
ing that might be attempted. 

In the mean time, the retrenchments be- 
fore Cranganore were carried on with the 
utmofl: diligence ; yet, for want of proper 
workpeople, they were not completed till 
the end of December, when, however, every 
thing was prepared, as well as circumflrances 
would admit of, as well for defenfive, as for 
ofFenfive operations. But matters remained 
in this fituation j for Mr. Moens wifely 
confidered, that if once the Company adled 
ofFenfively, all means of amicable accom- 
modation would be entirely cut off, and 
they would be involved in an open w'ar, 
from which it might not be fo ealy to dif- 
engage themfelves, and which would, at all 
events, be a fource of heavy expence, and 
run their poflTeflions on the coafl: of Malabar 
flill more in arrear. The enemy now con- 
tinued quiet in Paponetty, and feemed to 
wifli for nothing more than the trifling 
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mortgaged diftrids which had formed the 
bone of contention ; while a communication 
flill, in fome meafure, kept up with Hyder 
Ali, had been the means of keeping alive 
the hopes of a pacific termination to thefe 
menacing events. 

Moreover, if our people had adted offen- 
lively, they would have had to attack the 
enemy in a woody country, where they 
might wait for us with advantage, and in 
cafe of difeomfiture, the retreat would be 
difficult. The lofs of the Ceylon reinforce- 
ment would have been irreparable ; and 
although a detachment of two hundred 
fepoys, fent from Coromandel over land had 
reached Cochim in fafety, in the latter end 
of December, Mr. Moens was induced, by 
the abovementioned motives, to a6l, for the 
prefent, merely upon the defenfive, in the 
hopes that the ffiip that was daily expedted 
from Batavia, would brina: the lons-ex- 
pedled anfwer, and counter-prefents, from 
the government there, to the nabob of 
My fore. 

In order, however, to make a trial of the 
real difpofition of the kings of Travancore 
and Cochim, by making them believe that 

he 
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he ferioufly intended to undertake the prO“ 
fecution of the war, Mr. Moens fent to 
them to inform them, that having, on his 
part, got every thing in readlnefs to a£l 
oifenfively againft the common enemy, he 
now required of them a categorical anlwcr, 
in how far he could depend upon their fuc> 
cours, and at the fame time, wifhing to 
form a plan, in concert with them, for the 
commencement of their combined opera- 
tions. 

Upon this, he received from Travancore 
juft luch an anfwer as he expe^J^ted, in con- 
fequence of the fecret informations which 
he had before obtained, at no little expence, 
of what was pafting at the court of that 
prince ; it was to the following effedf ; 
namely, that the king of ran one ore, had 
entered into an alliance with the nabob cf 
Arcot, by which it had been ftipulated, that 
if he, the king of T’ravancore , were attacked 
in his own dominions by Hyder Alt, that 
then the nabob of Arcot would come to his 
affiflance, but that if he were himlelf the 
aggreflbr, he was not then to exped the 
ftighteft degree of fuccour j and that, as 
Hyder Ali had not yet adually committed 

hoftilities 
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Jioftilities upon his territories, his hands 
were bound from adding any otherwife than 
merely defenfively. Hence it appeared that 
the liberal promifes, made by the king of 
Travancorey that he would join all his forces 
to our’s as foon as we were in readinefs, 
were never intended to be performed, and 
came to nothing ; and it may be inferred, 
that he had no other objedt in view, in 
making them, than to encourage the Com- 
pany to involve themfelves in difficulties, 
and to keep hirafelf entirely out of the 
fcrape. 

It was not the king of ‘Travancore alone 
who wiffied for the humiliation of the Com- 
pany, but the Engli/h were likewife ani- 
mated with the fame invidious dehres ; and 
although it would have been diametrically 
oppolite to their intereft, that the power of 
Hyder Ali ffiould be augmented, yet they 
would have rejoiced to fee the annihilation 
of our’s on the coaft of Malabar. 

A well authenticated anecdote confirms 
the opinion of their inimical difpofition to- 
v^ards us : the chief of Ansjengc, converfing 
on the fubjecl of the difputes which had 
arifen between our Company and Hyder 

Ali, 
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Alt, expreffed himfelf in a manner which 
clearly evinced his fatisfaftion, at the un- 
favourable poflure which our affairs had 
taken ; “ adding, let Hyder Ali take Cochim 
“ away from them, it will not be long be- 
fore we diall take it back from him." 
The chief of ‘TelHcherry too, as foon as he 
underftood that the enemy had taken Pa~ 
ponetty, allured the different vcffels, that 
were annually accuftomed to refort to Co- 
chtnii for the purpofes of trade, to his fet- 
tlement, pretending that Cochim was inveft- 
ed both by fea and by land ; he even wrote 
a letter to Mr. Moens, by which he offered 
to take under his fafegunrd, at P elticherry ^ 
the goods and effedfs of the Company, with 
affurances, upon his word of honour, that, 
both with refpeff to the houfing, and to the 
difpofal of articles of merchandife, the fame 
care and diligence fliould be employed, as if 
they belonged to the Englilh- 

But Mr. Moens, well informed of his 
underhand dealings, wrote in reply, that 
matters, far from being come to that ex- 
tremity, were ftill in Inch a fituation, that 
the operations of trade were purfued without 
interruption, and the road was protedled by 

the 
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the Company’s fhips, and that he therefore 
begged leave to decline his friendly offer: 
at the fame time he fecretly caufed infor- 
mation to be given to fuch veffels as had 
run in there, that they might fafely come to 
Cochim, without any apprehenfion ; and this 
had the efFe6l, that they all immediately left 
^ellicherry and lailed to Cochim, where they 
difpofed of their goods, and were fupplied 
with the articles they wanted, as ufual. 

At length, the Groenendaal, the long- 
wifhed-for fhip from Batavia, appeared, and 
calf anchor in the road of Cochim^ on the 
9th of January, 1777, having on board an 
anfwer from the fupreme government to 
the letter of Hyder Ali, with the prefents 
accompanying it. 

Mr. Moens and his council, neverthelels, 
deliberated, whether they Ihould now fend 
thefe difpatches to the nabob, on account 
of the hoftilities which he had already com- 
mitted, or not : after mature confideration, 
however, the firll; was unanirnoully refolved 
on, becaufe that by this means, if the na- 
bob really fought peace, it mull imme- 
diately appear, Mr. Moens added a letLer 
from himlelf, which principally contained 
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the reafons of the long delay of the letter 
and prefents. 

After the lapfe of fome weeks, Hyder 
Ali, who had now marched higher up in 
the peninfula againft the Marattas, with 
whom he was equally at war, wrote a let- 
ter to Mr^ Moens, and fent back the people 
who had been taken priloners at Chittua, pro- 
viding them with provilions, and paying their 
expences as far as Cochim, retaining, how- 
ever, thofe who had taken fervice with him; 
he took no notice in that letter of the pre- 
fents which had been fent to him, although, 
in all probability, he well knew that they 
were on the road to him ; but he wrote 
that the dilputes which had arilen between 
him and the Company, were occafioned by 
mifunderilanding j that he had indeed fent 
a general and lome troops into the fandy 
country, but it was only for the purpofe of 
feekina; after the lands which had belonsred 
to the kingdom of the famorin ; that our 
people had Ihot firfl: ; that he had difpatch- 
ed two meffengers to Mr. Moens, to ad- 
juft the differences, but that they had been 
refufed to be received ; with feveral other 
feigned fubjedls of complaint, and unfounded 
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allegations, by which he endeavoured to 
exculpate himfelf, and to throw the whole 
blame of the rupture upon the Company ; 
he concluded, however, by offering them 
his friendfhip, and manifefted a defire of ac- 
commodatino- matters. 

O 

Upon this, Mr. Moens replied to him, 
that iiothinsr was more asrreeable to the 

O O 

Company, than to maintain their relations 
of amity with the princes in the neighbour- 
hood of their eflablifhments ; that they ef- 
peciaily wifhed to preferve the friendfhip 
and good-will of a powerful prince like 
him, with whom they had never before had 
any mifunderffanding ; and that, in order 
to re-eftabiifh a peace, and to remove all 
the fubjedts of difpute which had arifeh be- 
tween tliera, he left it to the choice of the 
nabob, whether his highnefs chofe to fend 
his vakeels to Cockim, or whether Air. 
Moens fhould fend perfons to treat with the 
xrabob at liis own court. 

When 1 left Cochim, on the 24th of April, 
1777, no anfwer had yet come to this lafl: 
letter, but it was expedted to arrive every day. 

* Vakeel, an agent, miniller, or ambaflador from a 
Moorifl) prince. T. 
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The probable caufcs of the pacific dif^- 
pofition which now appeared in the nabob, 
were the following : 

Firft, the open war in which he was en- 
gaged with the Marattas, who were' endea- 
vouring to reinftate, in the pofleffion of their 
dominions, thofe princes, who had formerly 
been tributary to them, and had now been 
difpoircffed by Hyder Ali. 

Next, the afl'embling of the nairs of the 
famoriti, in the mountains, in order to re- 
flore their prince, who had fled for refuge to 
the king of Travancore, to his dominions; to 
which llkcwife conduced, that the chief of 
the Moors, who conftituted almofl: the half 
of the fubjefts of the famorin, and whom 
Hyder had left in his office, upon his 
paying a large turn of confideration-money, 
had now revolted from the conqueror, 
and had gone over, with his people, 
to the mountains, where he had joined the 
nairs. 

Laflly, Hyder faw that the fortifications 
we had made at Cranganore and Jlycotte, 
together with the Travancore lines, were of 
fuch a nature, that he could not attack them 
with much hopes of fuccefs; and, confe- 
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quently, not penetrating to Cochinit that he 
couid not prefcribe his own terms to the 
Company. 

I have before hinted, that the principal 
objedt of our Company, in expelling the 
Portuguefe from this coaft, was in order to 
become poffelfed of the pepper-trade, exclu- 
hvely of all others j to which, perhaps, other 
reafons of political expediency might be 
added. 

They, however, early met with much dif- 
appointment on this head, both by the bad 
faith of the Malabar princes, and by the con- 
ftantly encreafing competition of European 
rivals, who adopted a furer mode of obtain- 
ing as much pepper as they wanted, by al- 
ways following the marketprice, or even 
paying fomething above it, while our Com- 
pany continually infilled upon the perform- 
ance of the contradts, that no pepper Ihould 
be furnilhed to any others, although a fixed 
price was never ftated in them, and they 
only fpeak of the marketprice, as the rule to 
go by 

* Secret Canjiderations of the Commandant De JoNC, of the 
a5th of Oftober, 1757, S. 
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The felling of pepper to other nations was 
ftigmatized as a contraband trade, which 
ought to be put a ftop to by compulfion, if 
other means were not fafficient ; and force 
was reforted to at different times for that 
purpofe ; but thele attempts were as little 
produdfive of the etfedls propofed, as they 
were expenhve ; for the princes themfelves 
were net able to reflrain their fubjeffs from 
carrying on this trade with other nations, by 
which they made double the advantage that 
they did in felling to us 

By all thefe viciflltudes and occurrences, 
the Malabar coaft has been rendered, from 
the period that it was conquered, to a few 
years ago, one of the heaviefl; burthens of 
the Company in India ; and this it was that 
made the governor general, Mossei,, ad- 
drefling himfelf to the director general, Go- 
LOXESSE, who maintained that the Malabar, 
where he had long been Rationed as com- 
mandant, was one of the moft important 
polfeffions of the Company, ufe thefe words: 
“ I am fo far from being of your opinion, 
“ that I rather wifh that the ocean had 

* Secret Conjider aligns of the Commandant De Jong, of the 
a5thof Odober, 1757. S. 

n 
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fwailowed up the coaff: of Malabar an 
“ hundred years ago 

The obfervations of Mr. Mossel on the 
ftate of the Malabar coaft, need only be at- 
tentively perufed to obtain a convidlion of 
the great detriment which our eftablifliments 
upon it have already been to the Company ; 
they have not lb much been intrinfically pre- 
judicial as baneful, on account of the con- 
tinual difputes and wars which we have been 
engaged in with the native princes, and not 
a little by the infidelity and peculation of the 
fervants who have been employed here-f-. 

Since 

* Hijtoire Phihfophlque et Tolitlque de V Ahhe'^K'fS Kl.. Tom. 
I. p. 261. Edition cle la 1774. S. 

M. Raynal, in this place, gives an opinion, in a note, 
that the eftabliftiments of the Dutch on the coaft of Malabar 
might, by a more enlarged commercial policy, be rendered of 
benefit to whoever poirefled the maftery of the pepper trade 
from ya'va, Sumatra and Borneo ■ “ for this purpofe, it would 
“ merely be requifite to purchafe the pepper on the coaft of 
“ Malabar, at an advanced price, fay one that would compel 
“ other nations to abandon the trade; the benefits which 
“ would accrue upon the immenfe quantities of pepper fur- 
“ niflied at a very low rate, by thofe more eafiern poffelfions, 
“ w'ould more than compenfate for the facrifice recommended ; 
“ and, by this operation, the exclufive commerce might be ob- 
“ tained of a fpice which has now become an article of uni- 
“ verfal confumption in moft parts of the globe.” T. 

t Mr. Mossei, however, was of opinion, that, by a better 

management, 
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Since the accommodation of the laft differ- 
ences refpedling the famoria, the Malabar 
has, however, asrain betruu to make a toler- 
able figure in the Company's ffatements ; 
w'e do not mean to take into confideration 
the fum written off in the year 17671 to 
make good the deficiency occafioned by the 
infidelilv of the perfons employed ; the ba- 
lance, doled on the ^iffof Auguft, lyyti 
fhews, that the expenccs of the Malabar had 
amounted in the book-year, 1770- 1771, to 

management, the Malabar might be rendered a profitable 
p flion to tiie Dutch ; not fo much by the pepper trade, as 
by t'le gains upon the fpices, fugar, arrack, and Japan cop- 
per which may be difpofed of here. He fuppofes that the 
profit upon thefe might annually be /.25o,ooo, and the charges 
of the whole ,-.234,000, or 1 8,000 (about T". 6,636 (lerling) lefs 
than th.- gains ; to which is to be added, what might be gained 
upon the pepper : in 1778, 1,000,000 lbs. of pepper, from the 
coaft of ?‘'.J ibai, were fold in Holland^ at 17 ftivers (nearly 
i.f. 7^/,) per pound ; the purchafe cofl on the coaft, is, by the 
treaties, from four to five ftivers per pound : the pepper, how- 
ever, muft then be fent to Ceylon, and thence conveyed to 
Europe, whereby much expence is incurred, but not fo much 
as not to leaveaconfiderable profit. Mr. Mossel’s calculation 
of the charges is, however, made upon the fuppofition that 
the Company ’s efiablifhment on the Malaltar amounts 

to no more than 300 or 400 pei fons, and wc have before feeo, 
page 233, that in 1776-1777, there were 867 Europeans, 
ami 405 natives, in the Company’s fervice here. T. 

/205,57c. 
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J'.20^,^yo. 17. ; and, on the other hand, the 
profits amounted to 925,687. 17. 8, leav- 
ing a handlbme advance upon the whole of 
y] 1 20, 117. o. 8 ; and thcfc profits would, 

under the difinterefted adminifiraticn of Go- 
vernor Moens, have been larger, had not 
the unhappy difputes, which I have before 
detailed, been the means of greatly augment- 
ing the charges -j'. 

The articles which arc of die moll cur- 
rent vent, of thofe fent hither by the Com- 
pany, are cloves, nutmegs, and mace ; but 
the leaft part of them is confumed on the 
coaft, for a much more confiderable quan- 
tity is exported by country-veirels, who trade 
hither from the northern parts of the Ara- 
bian fea, Miifcat, and the gulph of Perjia, 
where luch an advance upon the prices is 

* About 920 flerling. T. 

In the year 1779, however, the charges of the jSIn'ahar 
eftablifhment were /.489,645, while the profits aip.ounted 
together to no more than /.4i4,977, or /' 74,663 (about 
£.6,606 fterling) lefs than the charges, cxclulive of the ex- 
pences of the conveyance from Baj^-z-u. of the article: lold. 
Befides pepper, tome cardemom, and caffia lignea, is furniflied 
for Europe from the Malabur-, and a confiderable number of 
flaves are yearly fent, in private trade, to Ba'a vii, .tncl the 
Cape of Good Hope, d . 
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obtained, as defrays the charges and rifk of 
conveyance ; thefe veffels bring, on the other 
hand, capok, which is difpofed of to ad^ 
vantage at Cocbim, 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Further Stay on the CoaJl.-^Departure from Co- 
CHiM. — Puffage through the Channel of Ma- 
MALA. — A lunar EcUpfe. — Singular Whitenefs 
ohjerved in the Seawater — Seen by other Naviga- 
tors. — Account of a fmilar Phenomenon from V A- 
LENTYN. — Defcription of a curious Species of 
Shellfifh. — Of Infebls in the Sea occaftoning a lu- 
minous Appearance. — View of Cape Sr. John. — 
Arrival at Surat. — Changes that had taken 
Place there. — Termination of the War between the 
Marattas and the Englifh. — ■ Optional Ceffion of 
Salsette to the latter. — Repented of by the for- 
mer — Who complain of ill Faith in the Englifh. 

The fhip Ouwerkerk having undergone 
fome neceffary repairs, and taken in water 
for the profecution of her voyage, was in 
rcadinefs to fail on the 26th of December ; 
but the conflant apprehenfion that the fleet 
of the nabob would make an attempt to ef- 
fect a landing on the ifland of Baypin, made 
the government at the Malabar determine to 
keep the fhip ftill on the coaft, till a two- 
nnaft bark, expedled from Ceylon, or the Ihip 

from 
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from Bafavta, (hould arrive. I received 
orders to lail with the Ouwerkerk to before 
Aycotte^ there to relieve the fhip Hoolwerf 
(whole cargo, if fhe ftaid longer, would 
have been fubjeft to be fpoiled), to remain 
there till further orders ; and, in cafe any 
hoftile velfels fhould appear, to ule my beft 
endeavours to refifc and prevent the execu- 
tion of their detigns. 

I remained at anchor there till the 9th of 
January, 1777, when I received my dif- 
patches on board, with permiffion to purfue 
my voyage to Surat., upon which I imme- 
diately weighed anchor, and fet fail ; but I 
was obliged, by contrary w'ind and Hream, 
to anchor asfain at funfet. In the mean 

O 

time the fhip, Hoolwerf, replaced mine in the 
flation before Aycotte, and the Groenendaaly 
which had left Batavia on the 20th of No- 
vember, and had arrived the day I received 
permifiion to depart, lay at anchor before 
Cochim. 

About midnight, when the land-wind be- 
gan to blow, we again got under fail, fleer- 
ing for the channel of Mamala, intending to 
run through it between the Laquediva and 
the Maidive iflands, and to purfue our voyage 

to 
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to Surat to the weftward of the former. 
Although this was a circuitous route, as the 
northealherly winds blew ftrong, yet there 
was no other means of fulfilling the objedt 
of our voyage, for we were commanded by 
our inftruftions from the government at Ba- 
tavia^ to keep out of fight of the land, on 
account of the Maratta fleet, till we were 
in the latitude of Cape St. yohn, and we 
could not, therefore, avail of the ufual alter- 
nate fea and land winds, which do not blow far 
out at fea, and with the afliftance whereof 
we might otherwife have effedled the pdflage 
with great quicknefs. 

For the firfl: eight days, we met with very 
ftrong currents, which fet us fometimes to 
the north, and fometimes to the fouth, with- 
out that we difcovered either the iflands on 
one hand, or thofe on the other. On the 
iSth of January, we perceived but a very 
feeble current, and by the encreafing north- 
wefterly variation of the compafs, we com- 
puted that we had already paffed the wefl- 
ernmoffc of the Laqiiediva iflands ; we then 
fleered as high up to the N.w. as the fcanti- 
uefs of the wind would allow, in order to 
get into higher latitudes. 


On 
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On the 23d, we faw another eclipfe of 
the moon. Full one-half of the planet was 
obfcured, on its fbuth fide ; the beginning 
could not be obferved, by reafon of the hazi- 
nefs of the weather. 

On the 30th, we met, at night, with a very 
lingular appearance in the colour of the fea. 
It aflumed fo great a degree of whitenefs, 
that it was perfedlly like milk. During the 
day, we had oblerved that the water was 
darker and browner than ufual, and had loft 
that azure clearnefs which it almoft always 
has in the open fea : in proportion as the 
evening twilight diminilhed, it became 
whiter, and encreafed gradually in white- 
nefs till nine o’clock, when it was fo white, 
that the whole fea appeared as if covered 
with a white fheet, or exadlly like the ap- 
pearance, in the night-time, of a flat coun- 
try overfpread with fnow. The horizon 
was not diftinguiftiable, except to the north- 
weft, where the line of diftindion between 
the fea and the iky was difcernable, from the 
latter being fomewhat - dark and gloomy. 
This phenomenon was entirely diftind from 
the luminous appearance which is frequently 
obferved in the water of the ocean, as, iii- 

ftead 
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fiead of giving any light, the whole was of 
a deadly palenefs, excepting clofe to the 
veffel, where it feemed mixed with fome 
Iparks of light. While it was at the ftrongeft, 

I had the lead cart; feveral times, but we 
found no ground with a line of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms. I had fome of the water 
taken up, and examined it direflly with the 
microfcope, but could not fee any thing in 
it, with a glafs of the greatefc magnifying 
powers j to the naked eye, it appeared as 
clear as cryftal ; and, on tailing it, it feemed 
to have loft fomething of its briny and bitu- 
minous tafte. 

The fame appearance was obferved by the 
Englifli captain Newland, in the fame 
part of the ocean, with the difference, how- 
ever, that he law it intermixed with black 
Itripes running in a ferpentine direction 
through the whitenels, which I did not fee in 
it. He like wife difcovered animalculse in it, 
by putting a glafs, with fome of the water, 
in a dark place, and holding his hand clofe 
over it ^ } but neither did I obferve any 
thing of this kind, although I likewife filled 

* See Hiedinduagfchi Vaderlandfche Letteroeffemngen{3. Dutch 
periodical publication), vol. iii. no. V. art. Mtfesilanies, page 
204. S. 


a slafs 
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a glafs with the water, and put It in a dark 
place, but without holding my hand over it. 

The account given of this phenomenon 
by Mr. Nuburk, volume ii, page 84 and 
85, agrees perfe 61 :ly with the above. 

About midnight, when the moon rofe, the 
water refumed, by degrees, its former dulky 
colour, and on the following morning it ap- 
peared the fame as the day before. 

We were then, by eftimation, fixty leagues 
from the coall of Arabia Felix, which was 
the nearcft land. Our north latitude was 
1 6°, and our compalTes fhewed a northweft- 
erly variation of five degrees. 

We had a light breeze of wind, chiefly 
from the northeafl, varying, however, frorii 
E.N.E. to N.N.E. ; the thermometer flood at 
y2° j the fky was, in general, (lightly 
clouded ; and the ftars were vifible : 1 had 
no reafon to fuppofe that the moon had any 
influence upon this phenomenon, or had con- 
tributed to it, it having been in the quarter 
the day before ; and the more, as we did not 
difeover any ftrong current. 

I remember to have read fomew'here in 
Valentyn, that this fame appearance is 
alfo fometimes obferved in the feas between 

Amboyna 
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Amboyna and Banda* ; but I am well aflured 
that it could never be more diftindly feen 
than when I obferved it. 

On 

* It appears from Vaientyn, that this phenomenon, 
which he calls bet laitwater (the white water), occurs twice 
every year in the feas around Banda ; the firfl time, when it 
is denominated the little nvitwater, it takes place at the new 
moon, in June; it is but flight in July, but does not entirely 
fubfide before the fame app^rance occurs again at the new 
moon in Auguft, when it is called the great 'luitnuater. la 
the day-time, the fea appears as ufual ; but in the night, it 
afllimes a milkwhite hue, and the refletftion of it in the air is 
fo great, that the Iky cannot be diftinguifhed from the water. 
Land is very eafily difeerned by night, in it, for the land 
appears very black in the middle of the whitenefs. Very 
little fifli is caught during the time that it lafts, but afterward* 
fo much the more; the fifli do not like the water, and the 
clearnefs of it makes them eafily fee the filhiitg-tackle and 
boats, and confequently avoid them. It has likewife been ob- 
ferved to rot the bottoms of vellcls which lie much in iU It 
throws up, on the fliores where it reaches, a great deal of 
flime, and filth, and likewife different fpecies of blubber or 
mollufce, bexaantjes {holothuria fhyfalis, or Portuguefe men-of- 
war), &c. It is dangerous forlmall veflels tote at fea in the 
night, where it comes, as, though it may be calm, the fea 
always rolls with heavy furges, enough to overfet fmall 
veflels; and it feems as if they were occafioned by fubaqueous 
exhalations preffing upwards for a vent It is chiefly feen 
between Banda, and the foutheaftern iflands, to the fouth- 
ward of the iflands of Aroe and the Keji, down to Tenimber, 
where the heavieft rolling of the lea is obferved, and Timor 
Laut\ it runs weft ward as far as Timor-, and to the north, it 
is met with on the fouth coaft of C.ram, keeping, however, to 

the 
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On the following evening, and part of 
the night, we faw this phenomenon again, 

the fouth of the UliaJJirs and Amboyna, where it appears in 
large ftripes. This milk-fea, as Valentyn emphatically calls 
it, is clearly feen in the night, from the hills at Amboyna.^ 
Ih'etching towards 'Banda ; for at Amboyna itfelf, it does not 
properly occur, having only been known once to have 
reached that ifland, namely, in 1656. When it begins to 
abate, it runs along the iflands of Owa, and Ende, or Floris, 
and finally, in ftripes as far as Bouton, and even to Saleyer^ 
and the coat! of Celebes, where it gradually lofes itfelf in the 
other fea^ater, or mixes with it. The more tempeftuous 
the Weather proves, the more it rains, and the harder the 
foutheaft tradewind blows, the more this white water is feen. 
It is entirely unknown whence it proceeds j but it has gene- 
rally been fuppofed to come from the gulph of Carpentaria, 
Some have conftdered the whitenefs as occaftoned by myriads 
of animalcul® ; and others have aferibed it to a fubtle, ful- 
phureous, marine exhalation, which they have fuppofed to 
arife from the bottom of the fea, and to become condenfed in 
the water. But though brimftone be produced in confidera- 
b!e quantities, at Amboyna and Banda, and likewife upon 
Nila, Teeu-ixier, Dammer (three iflands, fouth of the two for- 
mer, and between them and Timor, little known to any but 
the Dutch}, and elfewherein thefe parts, yet, fays V alentyn, 
if the white water were caufed by that circumftance, it 
would be obferved, wherever fulphur is found in large quan- 
tities : but, unable to affign any other reafon, he leaves the 
folution of this phenomenon to be determined by future dif- 
coverers and naturalifts. He likewife fays, it has been ob- 
ferved at the Mayotte or Camora iflands, to the northweftwqrd 
of Madaga/car, and between it and the main land of Africa. 
Valentyn Befchryv'ing man Oojl Indieu, vol. II. page 137 and 
138, and vol. III. part a, page 10 and 1,1. T. 
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and every night till the 3d of February, but 
in a {lighter degree every fuccceding time, 
and bn the evening after that day, it was 
not vifible at all ; there was, however, a 
ftrong luminous appearance in the watery 
we were then, by eftimation, thirty-five 
leagues from the neareft part of Arabia 
Felix, being in the north latitude of 17^ 30^, 
and our compaffes ftill fliewing a northwefti 
crly variation of five degrees. 

During the time that we faw this white 
water, the fky was fometimes entirely clear, 
with a fine ftarlight down to the very hori- 
zon, and fometimes it was cloudy, and even 
quite overcaft j fo that it does not appear 
to me that the flate of the weather had any 
influence upon it : the thermometer conti- 
nued, for the mofi: part, at the point at which 
it was the firft evening. 

On the I ft of February, and the day after, 
we took up out of the fea a kind of little 
fhellfilh, univalve and fpiral, which floated 
on the furface of the water ; the ihell was of 
a beautiful azure colour beneath, gradually 
becoming lighter towards the opening ; they 
were of various fizes', the largeft being as big 
as a little garden-fnail, and the fmalleft of 

the 
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the fize of a common perriwinklc j the ani- 
mal that inhabited the fhell had the fame 
ipiral form ; but inflead of the horny cover- 
ing, or cap, that doles the opening of the 
perriwinkle, this animal had a large hollow- 
bladder, perfedly white, and filled with air, 
about an inch and a half in length, and half 
an inch in thicknefs ; it was of an oval fhape, 
and ferved to keep the little animal, with its 
fragile habitation, floating on the waves ; this 
membrane was attached to the fore part of 
the animal, and, upon being carefully fepa- 
rated from it, there appeared a little oval 
head, from which projeded two little horns, 
like thofe which fnails generally have. Upon 
being bruifed, the animal yielded a beautiful 
purple liquor, which, when viewed in the 
microfcope, had an appearance of very fmall 
animalculie, of a vermicular fhape, like thofe 
which are met with in flagnant rainwater, 
tranfparent, and comparable for fize, or 
ra her for minutenefs, to the trichoda^ or 
wheel infed. I evaporated this liquid, and 
obtained from it a dry powder, which, when 
rubbed down, and mixed with sum- water, 
made a beautifu purple paint. 

I believe, as we were then not far from 

the 
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ihe Gulph of Arabia, that thefe animals were 
driven by the currents out of the Red Sea, 
where, I think, they are met with. 

To feveral of thefe fhells adhered a num- 
ber of very minute mufeles, of the fame 
lhape and appearance, as thofe which we 
vulgarly call longnecks, and which adhere to 
the bottoms of Ihips, or to timber that has 
been long in the water ; feme very fmail 
crabs likewife were feen upon the (hells. 

Although I had many times in vain ex- 
amined the feawater, in order to difeover 
what might be the caufe of the luminous ap- 
pearance which it fometimes aflumes at 
night, I was fortunate enough, on the loth, 
of February, to difeover in it thofe animals, 
whofe rapidly varying and (hooting motion, 
occafion, in my opinion, this circumftance. 
Their length was about two lines, and their 
breadth one line : they are flat, and peffeftly 
tranfparent : the animal conlifted of nine 
annuls, or rings, the fraalleft of which was 
the head, out of which two little horns pro- 
jected ; the rings encreafed in (ize and breadth 
to the ninth, or laft, which alone made one- 
third of the whole length, and formed the 
pofterior part of the animal ; a gut, or du6l. 


ran 
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ran through the whole length, in the middle 
of the body, which was narrow at the head, 
but encreafed in width till about the middle 
of the ninth divilion, where it Ipread out into 
many little branches : in the middle of this 
du(5t a fubftance appeared, which had a kind 
of periftaltic motion from behind to before, 
and which I looked upon as the principium 
•vitce of the animal : quite at the extremity 
of the ninth annula there were two fmall 
openings, round which four little legs, or 
arms, were difcernible, and there appeared 
to be feveral more, but they were fo very 
minute, that I cannot with certainty affert 
that there were more. 

In the fame water I alfo found an infedt 
of the fame fize, which, when viewed by 
the glafs, No. IV, had the fame fhape as 
that of which a drawing is given in Captain 
Phipps’s Voyage to the North Pole, in plate 
XII, figure 2 , and deferibed under the name 
of fea-loufe * 

We 

Fig 2, plate XII. in Phipps’s Voyage, is cancer nugax, ma- 
crowns, articidaris,fedibus quatnordecim Jimp'.icibns, laminh femoriim 
fojieriorum dilatatis fubrotundo cordatis. It is added, that this 
animal, which had not before been deferibed, fliould be inferred 
in the SjJema Naturce near cancer pukx\ it was taken in the 

trawl 
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We ftruggled with contrary winds till 
the 8th of February, before we could reach 
twenty degrees of north latitude ; we then 
got better opportunities of gaining an calling, 
as the winds veered to n.n.e. and north, and 
when e were before the mouth of the Gulph 
of Perfidy they even run to N.w. and w.N.w, 
with which we purfued our voyage with 
tolerable fuccels ; on the 19th of that 
month, we flruck foundings, for the firft 
time, in forty- nine fathoms, black fandy 
clay, with fmall Ihells and gravel, and af- 
terwards a greenilh hard clay bottom, and 
on the 2 1 ft we let drop our anchor, at two 
o’clock, A.M. in twenty-one fathoms, as the 
current was againft us. 

At eight o’clock, when the ftream had 
fubfided, and the flood began to rife, we 
again got under fail, and at half paft nine, 
we came in fight of the high land of Cape 
St. John, finding ourfelves, by obfervation, 
at noon, twenty-nine leagues and a half 
more to the weftward than by the Ihip's 
reckoning. 

rawl near Moffen ifland. The cancer fule^, was taken up in 
the fame trawl. It is lingular that limilar animals Ihould be 
found to exift in the arilic and in the tropical feas. 2*. 

.^t 
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At three o’clock, p.m. when the flood had 
left us, and the wind became contrary, we 
anchored again, and fo on, working up with 
the tides of flood, and lying over when the 
counter-ftream began ; we were, the fol- 
lowing morning, before T’ernapour ; in the 
evening, we had palTed the city of Daman ; 
on the 23d, in the morning, we were be- 
yond the little hill of Balzany •, and, in the 
evening, in fight of the road of Surat. 

We anchored there on the 24th of Fe- 
bruary, and having moored the fhip at night, 
I went up to Surat on the following day, 
and reaching the town at four o’clock in 
the afternoon, I landed at the Dutch wharf, 
where I fixed my quarters in a houfe not 
far from it, which had been hired for me. 

On my arrival, I found that many 
changes had taken place in our diredlion, 
flnce I had been here lafl:. The late direc- 

ror, B , had been recalled by the fupreme 

government, and being fearful that, if he 
went to Batavia, he would there meet with 
his deferts, as he was perfedlly confcious of 
his negligence, if not of his mifcondudt, in 
his admlniflratlon, he refolved, as foon as 
Mr. VAN DE Graaf, who had been ap- 
pointed 
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pointed his flicceffor in the diredlorfhip, ar- 
rived in an Engliih fhip from the Malabar, 
where he had been the fecond in command, 
to put himfelf under the proteftion of the 
Englifh Company, and to take his paiTage to 
Bombay, by the fame veflel that had brought 
Mr. VAN DE GrAAF. 

Similar apprehenfions were entertained by 

the fecond, Mr, S , who equally, a few 

days afterwards, fought the protection of 
the Englifh ; it was, however, only for one 
night, as on the following morning, Mr. 
VAN DE Graaf fucceeded in perluading 
him to return back to the Company. 

On the loth of March, a report was 
received here that the nabob of Myfore, 
Hyder Ali, had obtained a fignal victory 
over the Marattas, in which that nation 
were faid to have loft full forty thoufand 
men killed on the field of battle, and that 
the vidlor had advanced, with his army, 
within twentycofs of Poonah ; but no con- 
firmation was received of this news befole 
my departure. 

The war between the Marattas and the 
Englifh, of which I have before made men- 
tion, had been terminated the preceding 

year. 
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year, by a treaty of peace, by which no 
adequate advantages were obtained, on the 
part of the Engliih, in the proportion that 
might naturally be expedted from their con- 
quers and fuccelies. This has even laid the 
ioundation of a renewal of hoftilities. 

The laft article contains a ceflion, by the 
Marattas, to the Englifh Company, of the 
ifland of Salfctte, near Bombay (the poireffion 
of which is the main fpring upon which 
the welfare of the Engliih Company, on this 
coaft, turns, both becaufe the ifland is only 
feparated from Bombay by a narrow river, 
and becaufe, being very fertile, it is con- 
fldered as the granary of that ^ftablhh- 
ment), with a claufe, that if the Engliih 
Company did not prefer this place, they 
fnould have the option of a diftridl in the 
Baroche country, yielding an annual revenue 
of three lacks of rupees. The choice was 
not a matter of hefitation, or difficulty, to 
the Englifh j they abided by the ceffion of 
SaJfette. But in this, fay the Marattas, the 
Englifh, or rather the prefidency Bengal, to 
whom the ratification of the treaty, and the 
option contained in it, were referred, adled 
deceitfully ; for they allege, that both parties 

had 
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had agreed, by a fecret article, that this op- 
tional ceflion fhould be made on the part of 
the Marattas merely to fave appearances, 
and for the honour of the Englilh Company, 
that they might have the name of making 
choice of one of the two, whillf, in the 
mean time, the Englifti had folemnly pro- 
mifed that they would take the beforemen- 
tioned diflridl in the Baroche country, and 
reflore Salfette to the Marattas. On this 
account, the Marattas would not fuffer the 
Englhh envoy to leave Poonah, and fent 
Word to Bombay, that they infilled upon hav- 
ing Salfette reftored to them, or elfe upon 
the war being renewed. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


jfcurney by Land from Sually to Surat . — Tower 
of SuALL Y. — Hackeries. — Sandhills. — Inlet of the 
Sea, called the Baf on o/'Sually . — The Village . — 
Hoff it able CcnduS of the Perfee Chief. — Departure 
from Surat. — Arrival at Cochim. — Departure 
again. — Doubling of Cape Comorin. — Signs of 
Land. — View of the IJlands of 'VI — Account, 
of that, and other Jflands on the weft Coajl of Su- 
matra . — Arrival at Batavia . — The Ouwerkerk 
appointed to return to Europe. — Death of the Gover- 
nor General, Van Riemsdyk, and EhSlicn of 
Mr. DE Klerk his Stead — Rcfolutior.s taken by 
the Government at his Infiance. — Death of th-. King 
^Bantam, and Corcnatkn of bis Succefor by a 
Deputy from Batavia. — Tour up the CfMnfry, 
and to the Seat of the Governor Genera/, 

C)n the 23d of March, I went, early 
in the morning, on board of my Ihip, accom- 
panied by the comptroller of equipment, 
Boelen: the next day, leaving her again, 
we landed in the Korry-h?ij, juft within the 
river’s mouth, in order to go by land thence 


to 
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to Sually, ' ad further to Surat ; for that pur- 
pofe, wc had the day before given orders 
that five hackeries fhould be ready to re- 
ceive us. 

Before we got into them, we firfi: went to 
fee the tower of Sually, which ferves 3s a 
beacon to make the road of Surat, and points 
out the anchoring-place. 

It is eredied upon one of the little fand- 
hills which lie about two miles from the 
banks of the river. It was built many years 
ago, as a tomb, over the grave of an Englilh 
captain, who lies buried here ; it appeared to 
me to be between twenty-five and thirty feet 
in height, fquare, and covered at top with a 
cupola. As the entrance to it was fliut, we 
could not take a view of the infide ; but I 
was told, that there was a pleafant apart- 
ment in the upper part of it, where the En- 
glilh fometimes met on parties of pleafure. 

At half paft fix o’clock, we each got into 
a hackery, though there is fufficient room in 
one of thefe carriages for two perfons : the 
other three were intended for our fervants 
and basea^e. 

The weather was excefllve hot that day, 
and we Bad nothing to fhield us from the 

fcorching: 

u9 
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fcorching rays of an eaflern fun, as thefe 
carriages had no kind of covering or awning ; 
moreover, there was not the lead breeze of 
wind, to mitigate the fervency of the air. 

We firfh rode to the northeafl, through a 
.._..dy and uncultivated plain, in which 
there was nothing to relieve the eye, but 
here and there a dwarfilh, faded, and droop- 
ing bufh or Ihrub. Having purfued this di- 
redlion and road for about two hours, we 
then turned more to the northward and weft- 
ward ; here we rode acrofs a valley, which 
appeared to me to bear all the fgns of having 
formerly been the main bed of the river, or, 
at leaft, to have been a branch of it. 

We then came again to fomc fandhills, 
from the tops of which we had a pleafant 
view of an arm or inlet of the fea, formerly 
called the Bafon of Siially, and where it is 
faid, our fliips ufed to lie at anchor in former 
times 

Upon thefe fandhills there was flill one of 
the tombs of our people in exiftence ; it hood 
upon four pillars, rifing about twenty feet from 

* In Valestyn’s time, the llilps that frequented the port 
of Surat, lay at anchor in the Bafea of Svally, whence moft 
goods were carried np to the city upon oxen. T. 
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the ground ; we could not dilcover by whom, 
or for whom, it was eredled, as there was no 
infcription upon it. On an adjacent landhiil, 
were the ruins of another. Under the firft, 
was a vault, in which we faw a great num- 
ber of bones, and fome pieces of wood. 

About a quarter of an hour's walk from 
here lies the village of Siially, which wc 
reached at half pad twelve o’clock. It con- 
fids merely of forty or fifty houfes, or huts, 
built under the (hade of a grove of trees. 
All the inhabitants are Perfees. 

The chief of the village, called Cattoualhy 
the Moors, and Petil by the Pei'fees, received 
us at his houfe, with every mark of refpedl 
and hofpitality ; he brought the water to 
walh us, and poured it upon our hands him- 
felf ; be brought us as much milk as we could 
drink, and faw us provided with whatever 
elfe we flood in need of. 

This village, which, I reckon, lies three 
or four Dutch miles north or n.n.e. from tlie 
tower of Siially, is very populous for its fmail 
fize ; and the great numbers of the children, 
we faw, afforded proofs of the proiificnefs ot 
the women, although it is frequently expofed 
to the incurfions and ravages of the Coolies 

and 
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and the Marattas, by whom they have latterly 
been twice plundered of their all, within the 
Ipace of one year ; and to thefe depredators 
they dare not offer Sny fhew of refiftance, 
which would coif them their lives as well as 
their property. 

We flopped to reft ourfelves here till half 
paft three o’clock in the afternoon, when we 
again fet out on our journey to Surat. 

W’e travelled, as before, through a barren, 
iandy plain, without any trees or verdure ; 
the heat was nearly intolerable, and we were 
deprived of the lead air of wind : we were 
entirely expofed to the ardency of the fun, 
till five o’clock, when we came into a road, 
which was a little Ihaded, as far as the village 
of Batta. When we came to the riverfide, 
oppolitc to Attua, we found a vefTel lying 
ready to receive us, and to carry us up to the 
city, where we arrived at half paft feven 
o’clock in the evenino-. 

o 

As fbon as the bales of piecegoods were 
arrived from Earache, in the besinninsi: of 

, . a Cy 

the month of April, all expedition was ufed 
to haften my departure, as the bad monfoon 
was at hand ; and I had, befides, to touch at 
Cochim, to deliver there one lack of rupees, 

which 



C 299 ] 

which I was to take with me from here. I 
fhipped likewife one hundred Moors for 
Batavia. 

I went on board, with my final diipatches, 
on the 7th of April, and, on the next day, 
we weighed anchor at four o’clock, p.m. and 
got under fail ; we Ihortly afterwards palfed 
Cape St. yoh?i, and got out to fea. 

On the 15th, we had fight of Cape Raftias^ 
a few leagues fouth of the Portuguefe city of 
Goa ; further we did not meet with any thing 
remarkable on the voyage, till on the 19th 
of that month we call anchor before the city 
of Cochim. 

I went on fhore the day after my arrival, 
to pay my refpedls to Governor Moens, in 
whofe houfe I took up my rcfidence, in con- 
fequence of his friendly offer. 

Having landed here the hundred thoufand 
rupees, and taken in a frefh fupply of water, 
1 urged my departure on account of the ad- 
vanced flate of the feafon. I received my 
difpatch on the 24th of April, and I imme- 
diately got under fail. 

Since the i6th of this month, we had 
had, almofi; every evening, dreadful ftorms of 
thunder, lightning and rain j as is not unu- 

fua! 
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fual in thcfe latitudes ; the lightning was fo 
fierce, that the fky appeared in one blaze of 
fire ; they, however, were fomewhat abated 
when we palfed Cape Comorin, on the 27th 
of April. This bad weather was a prognoftic 
of the approaching bad monfoon. 

We took our departure from that promon- 
tory, being the lad: land which we fhould 
probably fee, till we approached the weft 
coaft of Sumatra. 

We firft fteered e.s.e. intending after- 
wards to bear away e. by s. or as much more 
fouth, or eaft, as would be necelfary for us 
to pafs the line in the longitude of 113°. 

On the 9th of May, being, by computa- 
tion, in longitude 106°, we met with much 
feaweed, pieces of bamboo, wood, branches 
and leaves of trees, &c. which were figns 
that we began to near the land ; although it 
afterwards appeared, that we w'ere then ftill 
at a great diftance from the weft coaft of 
Sumatra, which made me think, in the 
fcquel, that all theft might have come from 
the little ifland, which is laid down in the 
map of the Indian ocean, in longitude 105°, 
and which is called the Low IJland. Upon 
meeting, however, with thefe figns of land. 


we 



[ 3 °* 3 

we determined to pafs the line as fpeedilj as 
poffible, in order, agreeable to the Company’s 
failing-orders, to make the illand of Good 
Fortune as being bold and free from fhoals ; 
but we were deceived, for inftead of fooner 
making Sumatra^ it was not till the 25th of 
June that we got fight of the illand Najfau : 
we had run down, with the northeaft winds, 
into 8°, Ibuth latitude, where we drove 
about feveral days in calms ; we then got the 
foutheaft winds, with which wc failed large 
till in 3°, and when we defcried Najfau, wc 
were, by the Ihip’s reckoning, beyond the 
longitude of Batavia. 

Our mifreckoning, upon difcovering the 
illand of Najfau, we found to be 8° 39', or 
one hundred twenty-feven and a half leagues 
of longitude ; which great error we afcribcd 
folely to the force of the currents fetting 
to the weflward, together with the frequent 
calms and light airs of wind, which had ob- 
flrudfed our real progrefs. 

I regretted much my not having tables of 


* One of the largeft of the iflands that lie parallel with the 
weft coaft q{ Sumatra ; it is called Pulo Porabby the Malays, and 
is fituated between the illand Mintaorty or Mantawaye, and 
the Poggee or Najfau iftands. T. 
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the diftances of the fun and moon, by which 
I Ihould foon have been enabled to difeover 
this important error. 

The ifland of Najfau, the largeft of the 
ran^e of iflands that lie before the weft coaft 
of Sumatra, is middling high, although not 
mountainous, and in clear weather can be 
difeerned at the diftance of eight or nine 
leagues *. The foutheaft point, called Fifh- 

point, 

* Tula Poggee, or the Kajfau iflands, are two iflands which are 
feparated from each other by a narrow channel ; the inhabitants 
of them, and of the ifland I'^iantauaaye, are univerfally tattrwed 
In the lhape of birds and beafts, and their fkm difcoloured. 
Neither of the t^ajfau iflands is the largell of the range : Puh 
Neaf has the greateft circumference; it is, except Pulo Eabee^ 
the northemmoft, and is not far diflant from Isatal, on the coaft 
of Sumatra, where there is an Englilh fettlement, and whence 
a great trade is carried on to the ifland of Near : the articles re- 
ceived thence are rice and flaves, of the laft not lets than four 
hundred and fifty annually, belides about an hundred and fifty 
which go to the northern ports ; in catching thefe unfortunate 
vidlims of the avarice of the chiefs, it is computed that no 
fewer than two hundred are killed, which together form a con- 
fiderable number for fuch a country to fupply. The people of 
Near are fmall in their perfons, of a fair complexion, particu- 
larly the women, who are moftly fent to Batauia ; but a great 
proportion of both fexes are infefted with a fpecies of leprofy, 
which covers their bodies with white feurf, or fcales, that render 
them loathfome to the fight ; but this diftemper, though dif- 
agreeable, does not appear immediately to affedt the health, 
flaveSj in that fituation, being daily bought and fold for field and 

other 
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point, runs out very low, and one or two 
leagues to the louth of it, lie two fmall, and 
about four or five leagues farther, one fome- 
what larger, ifland ; this laft has, by fome, 
been taken for the ifland Met de Reeven, or 
i?e£/^ifland *, which is an error that might 

have 

other out-door work j It is communicated from parents to their 
offspring, but though hereditary', it is not contagious. Their ears 
are made to extend in lb prepofterous a manner, with an aper- 
'^ure large enough, in many inftances, to admit the hand through, 
as often to be near touching their Ihoulders, though the pur- 
chafers of females fometimes get them trimmed to the natural 
ffze. Thefe iflanders are remarkable for their ingenuity in 
handicraft works ; and, as an inftance of their fkill in the arts, 
they praffice that of letting blood by cupping, in a manner 
peculiar to themfelves, and finiilar to ours : their principal 
food is pork, and the chiefs make a prablice of ornamenting 
their houfes with the jaws of the hogs, as well as the fkulls of 
the enemies, which they kill : they are revengeful in their tem- 
pers, and efteemed dangerous as domeftic flaves, a defeft in 
their charafter which philolbphers will not hefitate to excufe in 
an independent people, torn by violence from their country 
and connexions. Earthquakes are frequent in Sumatra, and 
extend to thefe iflands; in 1763 an entire village was fwal- 
lowed up by an earthquake in that of Neat. T. 

* Pulo Mega : this, with fome other of thefe iflands, are 
uninhabited, except by rats and fquirrels, who feaft upon the 
cocoanuts which are produced in them, without controul, un- 
lefs difturbed by the crews of veflels from Sumatra, that go 
thither occalionally to collect cargoes of cocoanuts for market. 
All thefe fmall iflands are Ikirted near the feabeach, with 


cQcoanut- 
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have very dangerous consequences ; the 
mistake, however, may eaSily be avoided 

or 

eocoanut-trees, growing fo thick together, that they almoft 
cboak each other, whiift the interior parts are entirely free 
from them ; this is occafioned by the accidental floating of 
the nuts to the fliore, where they are planted by the hand 
of nature, flioot forth, and bear fruit, which falling, as it 
comes to maturity, fprings up in like manner, and caufes a 
fucceffive reprodudfion. Mr. MARSOtN furmifes that this 
chain of iflands may, probably, have once formed a part of 
the main, and have been feparated from it, either by fome 
violent effort of nature, or by the gradual attrition of the 
fea. A ckcumllance prefents itfelf on the coaft of Sumatra^ 
which affords fome ftronger colour cf proof, than can be 
ufually obtained in fuch inflances. In many places, and 
particularly about Pally and Laye, detached pieces of land 
are obferved franding fingly, as iflands, at the difiance of 
one or two hundred yards from the fliore, which were head- 
lands of points running out into the fea, within the remem- 
brance of the inhabitants. The tops continue covered with 
trees, or flirubs, but the fides are bare, abrupt, and perpen- 
dicular. The progrefs of infulation here is obvious and 
incontrovertible ; and the larger iflands, at a greater diflance, 
may have been formed, in the revolution of ages, by the 
fame accidents. The probability is heightened by the direc- 
tion of the iflands, the fimilarity of foil and produftions, and 
th- regularity of foundings between thein and the main, 
whiift without them, the depth is unfathomable. We have 
been particular in collecting information refpefting this chain 
of iflands, as they are but very little known to Europeans, 
and little is mentioned of them by any writers except Mars- 
DEx, to- whom we are chiefly indebted for thefe particulars. 
Of E«gan(j. the fouthernmoft ot them, we have introduced a 

curious 
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or difcovered, for the latter lies in the Ibuth 
latitude of 3® 55', and the former in 3® 
30' ; and when you are in fight of Reef-^ 
ifland, you cannot fee any thing of the ifland 
NaJfaUy as I experienced myfelf in February, 
1769 ; whilft, when near the other, you can- 
not fail to fee the ifland of NaJJau. I have 
diftinguifhed this fmall deceitful ifland, in 
my Ihip’s journal, by the appellation of Falfe 
2?^^ifland. 

We continued loitering within fight of 
NaJfau-iiYund till the 2d of July, when we 
lofl: fight of it, with a light gale of wind 
from the northwefi:. 

On the fame day we faw a great deal 
of filth floating in the water, which being 
viewed in the microfcope, Ihewed merely 
like a colledion of darkifh Ipiral filaments, 
but we could not difcover any figns of life 
in them. 

On the morning of the 4th of July, at 


•urious account in chapter xi. ; to this we may here add, that 
it is fp little known, even to the very neareft inhabitants of 
Sumatra^ that the people of Lampoon believed its inhabitants 
to be all females, who were impregnated by the wind, like 
themares in Virgil’s georgics; and they ftyled them, in the 
Malay Language, ana Sayian, or imps of the devil. T. 

daybreak. 
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daybreak, we faw the land of Sumatrifs 
weft coaft, fouth of Bencaolen, and found, 
that in the few days lince we had loft light 
of the iflaud NaJJau, we Iiad again been 
driven by the current eighteen leagues ta 
the weftward. 

On the 9th, we at length entered the 
ftraits of &unc!a > we anchored the follow- 
ing noon in the bay of Anjer ; and on the 
j6th of July in the road of Batavia. 

On my arrival here, I learnt that the 
ihip Oteweykerk was appointed, by the go- 
vernment, to fail as a return-lhip to Europe, 
in the firft divifion of the homeward fleet 5 
and Captain JoSN AbeL, of the ^v^Vryherd, 
(the Liberty) was afterwards appointed com- 
modore of the fleet. 

The moft remarkable occurrence that 
took place, during my laft rcfldence at Ba- 
taviat was the death of the governor ge-^ 
neral. Van RieMsdyk, on the 3d of Odlo- 
ber. 

On the following morning, at fix o’clock, 
all the bells in the city were tolled for half 
an hour, as likewife at one o’clock in the 
afternoon, and five o’clock in the evening. 
This was repeated on the day of interment, 

and 
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and the flags on the fhips in the road were 
hoifted half-ftaffhigh. 

At half pall: eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, all the members of the fupreme go- 
vernment of India, who were prefent at 
Batavia, aficmbled together, and vinani- 
moufly ele^ed to the vacant office of go- 
vernor general of the polTeflions of the 
United Provinces in India, the direftor 
general, Reinier de Klerk *, and Mr. 
William Arnold Alting, of Groningen, 
to fucceed him as director general. This 
nomination being elFeded, the keys of the 
caftle, and of the city-gates, were prefented 
to the new governor, who again put them 
into the hands of the chief of the military. 
In the fame feflion of the alfembly, it was 


* Some particulars will be given in the appendix of 
the life of Governor De Klexk, abflrafted from Ary 
Huysers’ Biographical Account of this extraordinary cha- 
ra£ler. He was a man, who, from the loweft Ration, that 
of a common failor, arofe by the progreffive operation of 
merit, to the h gheft dignity in point of grandeur, and ex- 
tent of power, in the Indies, and, perhaps, in the world. 
Like fome of our own eaftern great men, he performed the 
moft eminent fervices for his employers, though fometimes at 
the expence of juftice and humanity. 71 

refolved. 
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refolved, at the inftance of the new gover- 
nor : 

I. That the Javanefe princes and regents, 
who, according to ancient cuftom, were 
obliged to come to Batavia to do homage to 
the newly- elcdled governor general, fhould 
thenceforward be excufed from doing fo, as 
their cominsf to Batavia g-enerallv coil the 
Company an expence of a ton of gold 

II. That, thenceforward, when the gover- 
nor general was abfent, the counfellor of In- 
dia, who had the guard of the city, fhould 
give the parole, 

III. That no counfellor of India, on meet- 
ing the governor general in his carriage, 
fhould, thenceforward, be obliged to ftand 
ftill, till he had palfed. 

IV. That when the governor general en- 


* /. 100,000, or about 9,090/. fterling. The chief of j’a- 
marang, however, was appointed to receive the homage of the 
Javanefe regents, on the northeaft coaft. A political reafon, 
hkewife, concurred to occafion this refolution : Batavia was, 
at that time, but thinly inhabited, or garrifoned ; and as the 
native princes ufually brought with them, on fuch occafions, 
a large number of followers, whilll the Javanefe were alw'ays 
looked upon by the Dutch 3s a treacherous people, apprehen- 
lions were entertained for the fafety of the city. T. 
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tered a church, during the performance of 
divine fervice, no perfon, either man or 
woman, fhould ftand up, as had heretofore 
been required of them. 

Thefe refolutions being taken, the af- 
fembly broke up, and the newly-eledled 
governor general was condufted to his 
country-feat, by ' all the members of the 
government in a i)ody, where the ceremony 
of congratulation was performed; after which 
the new direclor general Was equally ac- 
companied to his houle, by all the other 
members of the government. 

A mourning for fix weeks, for the de- 
ceafed governor general, was diredled, by an 
order of council, to be worn by all the quali- 
fied fervants of the Company. 

The body of the late governor, was con- 
veyed, in the evening of that day, from his 
country-feat to the cattle, and laid in ftate 
in one of the apartments of the government- 
houfe, which was hung with mourning on 
the occafion ; a guard ot halberdiers were 
placed over it, till the day of interment, 
when it was committed to the arth, in the 
Dutch church, and the obfequies were per- 
formed with great pomp. 


Oil 
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On the I ft of Auguft, the envoys from 
Bantam left Batavia^ who had come in or- 
der to impart to the fupreme government 
the death of their king; and to requeft that 
they would fend a commifiary to Bantam, 
with full powers to crown as king, in the 
room of his father, tlie prince who had been 
already chofen as fucceflbr to the empire, in 
the year 1768. To this commiffion was 
appointed the ordinary counfcllor of India, 
Mr. Henry Breton, who failed on the 22d 
of that month, with a fecond Bantam em» 
bally, amongft whom was the pangorang 
•warin, or prince prime minifter, who had 
been difpatched for the purpofe of accom- 
panying the Dutch commiftary. Mr. Bre- 
ton went by the fhip Concordia, and waR 
accompanied by a conliderable fuite of fome 
of the higher qualified fervants of the Com- 
pany, who embarked partly on board of the 
fhip Hoolwerf, that was equally going to 
Bantam. The coronation having taken place 
with great fplendour, the commiftary and his 
fuite, accompanied by a frefh embafty from 
Bantam, returned to Batavia, on the 1 4th of 
September. 

Not having any particular occupation at 

Batavia, 
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Batavia^ I went a tour for a few days up 
the country, and afterwards I went upon a 
vifit to the country- feat of the governor 
general, De Klerk, which is lituated upon 
a little river, full two Dutch miles above 
the city. Around it, the agreeable lhade of 
a number of ever-verdant trees fufficiently 
mitigate the rays of the fun, to give much 
pleafure in viewing the furrounding ricc- 
plautations. The lands which belong to 
this feat, and which extend two Dutch 
miles farther upwards, are let by the pro- 
prietor, for, the tenth part of their produce. 
Having taken a view of this diftridl, and 
higher up, as far as Pondong t-Jabe^ I re- 
turned to BataviOf in order to make pre- 
parations for my voyage to Holland: but be- 
fore I proceed to relate the occurrences of 
my homeward palfage, I will give a detail 
of further obfervations refpefling the ifland 
of Java, and the city of Batavia. 


BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAPTER I. 

Situation i^Java . — Faceofthe Country. — Fhe North 
Coaft. — Fhe South Coafi lejs kno’^n. — JVeather.—’ 
Ri vers . — S oil. — Agriculture. — ProduSii ons . — Rice 
— Two Sorts, upland Rice, and lowland Rice . — • 
Pepper — ^lantities furnijhed to the Company . — 
Sugar — Chiefly encouraged and manufactured in 
ACC Number cf Sugarmills. — Their efli- 

mated annual Income.— Sugarworks, and Method of 
making Sugar. — Different finalities of it. — Coffee, 
—^antities and Prices of it. — Cotton. — Qiianiities 
and Prices of Cotton-yarn. — Salt — An Article of 
Trade to Sumatra. — Timber. — Large Forefls. 
— Indigo — fyyantities and Prices. — Other Arti- 
cles. — Minerals, 


In my former voyage to Batavia, Bantam, 
and Bengal, I have made fome mention of 
the ifland of Java, and devoted an entire 
book to details and obfervations, refpedling 
this excellent country, which may, with 

juftice, 
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juftice, be confidered as the mod: precious 
jewel in the diadem of our Company. But 
as my plan did then not allow me to be very 
ample on this fubjedt, I (hall here enlarge, 
on fuch matters as I before flightly touched 
on, or communicate others to my readers 
which I then purpolely omitted. 

The ifland of "Java, conftituting, together 
with Sumatra^ Borneo, and Celebes, thofe lour 
large iflands, which were formerly known 
by the appellation of the Siinda iflands, 
is the fouthernmofl: of them. According 
to the mofl: recent and beft obfervations, 
it is fituated between 5° 50' and 8° 46' 
of fouth latitvtde, and extends from 1 20° 5' 
to 129° 50' longitude eafl; of Tenerife, 
thus full one hundred and eighty Dutch 
miles in length •, and at the broadefl: part, 
from the point of Coedoes, near yapara, to the 
fouth coaft of the province of Mataram, it is 
about fix and thirty Dutch miles over. Its 
longefl: diameter lies in the direction of w. 
by n.^’n. and e. by s.^s. To the eafl:, 
it has the ifland of Bali, from which it is 
feparated by a flrait of the fame name : to 
the north, it has the large ifland of Borneo, 
and thofe of Billeton and Banca, at the dif- 

tance 
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tance of forty or forty-five leagues : to the 
northweft is Sumatra^ from which it is di- 
vided by the ftraits of Sunday thefe are no 
more than feven leagues over at the nar- 
rowefl: part, namely, from the Varkens, or 
/%-point, to the oppofite land of Bantam^ 
and they are here ftill more contraded by 
the ifland Dwars-m-den-’weg^ or Thwart-the- 
way, which lies in the middle of the paflage : 
to the weft and fouth, its fliores are waflied 
by the waves of the fouthern ocean. 

A chain of high mountains, commencing' 
to the eaft, in the province of Balambouangy 
and running through it to the weftward, 
though gradually decrcafing in height, di- 
vides this ifland, longitudinally, into two 
parts, of which the northern portion is the 
largeft and the beft. The north coaft has 
almoft every where a low and woody fore- 
land, although it has hills in fome places, 
for inftance, a little to the weft of Bantam, 
where the high land ftretches down to the 
fea coaft. 

The ifland has feveral deep inlets, or 
bays, on this north fide, as thofe of Bantam, 
Batavia, Cheribon, Samar ang, Joana, and 
Sourabaya, where there is every where 

good 
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good anchorage, in little depths. Indeed, 
the whole coaft affords both good anchoring- 
ground, and a fafe road for the veffels that 
pafs and repafs, during the good or foutheaft 
monfoon ; but in the bad monfoon, when 
the northweft wind blows in hard gales, 
and raifes a high fea, it is dangerous to an- 
chor near the coaft, which is then almoft 
every where a leefhore. 

The fouth coafts of yava are much left 
known than the northflde, for the Company 
have not hitherto taken much trouble to 
have them examined, fo that the greateft 
part of what is known concerning them, is 
gathered from the fcattered information of 
the navigators who have accidentally failed 
along them, as I did from the 5 th to the 
15th of Odtober, 1774, of which I have 
before given a detail*. 

In 

* In Valentyn’s map of Java, which contains five 
ftieets and a half of large paper, the fouth coafts of Java are, 
|aid down, feemingly, with great accuracy ; the appearance of 
the land is every where defcribed, and the track of fome navi- 
gator who coafted along it at a very (hort diftance, front 
I^rjWs-ifland to Balamhouaug, with his foundings, anchorages, 
nature of the bottom, &c. is marked down in it ; but it does 
not appear when, or by whom, this voyage was performed, 
though, from its direition, it appears probable that it was under- 
taken 
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In the good monfoon, the fky is here 
almoft always clear, although fometimes in 
the evening a thunder-cloud comes down 
over the mountains : but this does not fre- 
quently happen, except near the time of the 
breaking up of the monfoon, when many 
and violent thunderftorms rapidly fucceed 
each other. 

In the bad monfoon, the then prevailing 
weft winds bring with them heavy rains and 
violent thunderftorms; yet this makes but 
little alteration in the degrees of heat or 
cold; in the warmeft part of the day, the 
thermometer generally ftands at between 
82° and 88°, and is feldom higher. 

This, degree of heat, if accompanied by a 
motionlefs ftate of the air, would, by conti- 
nuance, become intolerable, but all-bountiful 
Nature has afforded her aid to the gafping 
inhabitants of this torrid clime, by the alter- 
nate land and fea breezes, which blow here 
every day, in regular rotation ; and, if they 
do not wholly moderate the exceflive heat, 

taken by the command of the Company, for the exprefs pur- 
pofe or exploring the fouth fide of Ja^a. Comparing M. 
Stavorinus’s account of part of this coaft, in chap. 3. of 
book I. with this map, they fo far perfedtly agree. T, 

yet 
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yet they make it more fiipportable, and not 
very uncomfortable to thofe who have not 
to make any confiderable ftay here. 

The weight of the air is nearly the fame 
throughout the year ; the barometer feldom 
varies more than two or three lines; but the 
air did not feem to me to polTefs lb much 
elaflicity as in the northern regions. Ex- 
periments in eleblricity, likcwife, do not luc- 
ceed here fo well as in Europe. 

yava is watered by a great number of 
rivers, which all delcend from the chain of 
mountains that divides the ifland into two 
parts ; but none of them are fufficiently na- 
vigable for fhips, or large veflels, both on 
account of their inlignihcance, and of the 
bars which lie before their mouths, and 
upon mod; of which there is little more than 
one foot depth at low water. The moft 
confiderable, that I have feen, is that of 
yoana, together with the Sedani or Tan- 
gerang. 

The foil is almofl every where a reddifh 
granulated clay, which, during the dry fea- 
Ibn, can be little tilled, by reafon of its hard- 
nefs, w.thout a great deal of moiflening. 

The labour that is beftowed upon it, is 

very 
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very trifling, in compariibn with the boun- 
tiful fertility of the land in the produflion of 
various articles of neceffity, luxury, and 
commercial importance. 

Ploughing is performed here, as in moft 
parts of India, with buffaloes, which are 
abundant. The plough confifts of a beam, 
or pole, eight feet in length, to which, 
about three feet from the fore-end, is fixed 
a piece of wood, fbmewhat crooked, and 
fharp-pointed ; this breaks the foil, which is 
afterwards turned over by a triangular iron 
coulter of upwards of nine inches in breadth. 
One or two buffaloes yoked to it, and a Chi- 
nefe, or Javanefe, who guides the plough, 
leifurely perform the work of tillage. 

No manure is ufed for the land here, at 
leaf!: in as far as regards the fields employed 
in more extended putpofes of agriculture; 
garden-grounds, however, are moiftened with 
water in which oil-cakes have been foaked ; 
which emits a moft horrid excrementitious 
odour, but renders the foil rich and fat. 
The only trouble that is taken with the 
land of the farmer, confifts in burning upon it 
all the weeds and rubbifh which it produces ; 
and when one piece of ground ceafes to yield 

fufficient 
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liifiiclent crops, another is reforted to, and 
the firft is fufFered to lie fallow for feveral 
years, after which it becomes again fertile 
of itfelf. 

The articles produced in the ifland of 
yava, are far greater in value than thofe of 
all the neighbouring countries : they chiefly 
confift of the following : 

In the firft place, rice : in the abundance, 
excellence, and flavour of which article of 
food, it excels all other countries ; and it not 
only produces fufficient for the fupport of its 
own inhabitants, but alfo provides the eaftern 
provinces and Ceylon with this grain. In 
my former voyage, I have given an account 
of this produdion, and it is therefore un- 
neceflary that I fhould fay much of it here. 
I will only add, that there are two fpecies of 
it ; one, which when planted, is fet nearly 
under water, fo that the tops juft appear 
above the furface, as the rice-plants would 
otherwife die, or be deftroyed ; for being too 
weak to ftand againft the wind by itfelf, the 
plant ftands in need of the furrounding 
water to fupport it. The other fort, w’hich 
is planted in the rainy feafon, on high 
ground, and upon the mountains, receives 

the 
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the moifture it requires, folely from the 
rains ; but it is not fo good as the former fort. 
The lowland rice is called fawa, and is plant- 
ed in May ; while the upland rice, which 
is denominated tipar^ is planted in Novem- 
ber, and reaped in March; and thelc two 
crops bear fame analogy to the winter and 
fiimmer grain with us : the upland rice too 
does not yield fo great an encreafe as the 
other 


•* Thefe two forts of rice are always kept feparate, and will 
not grow reciprocally. Mr. M.^rsdes terms the upland rice 
laddang, and the lowland, fawoor. The former of thefe, he 
fays, bears the higher price, being a whiter, heartier, and bet- 
ter flavoured grain, and having the advantage in point of- keep- 
ing. The latter is much more prolific from the feed, and fub- 
je£l to lefs rilli in the culture, but is of a watery fubftance, 
produces lefs encreafe in boiling, and is fubjeft to a fwifter de- 
cay. It is, however, in more Common ufe than the former. 
Befides this general difl;ln6lion, the rice of each fort, particu- 
larly the upland, prefents a variety of fpecies. In general, it 
may be obferved that the larger grained rice is the leaft efteemed, 
and the fmaller ahd whiter the moft prized. The upland fort 
is alfo called j'srsenj', or mountain-rice. It was one of 
the objefts .of our government in fending Captain Bligh to 
the South Sea, to procure feeds of this mountain-rice; and not- 
withftanding the difafters befallen' him, he obtained fome from 
fimar, which were forwarded to his Majefty’s botanic garden at 
St. Vincent, and to other parts of the Weft Indies, where we 
believe it is now cultivated with fuccels. T. 


In 
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In tl^e fecond place, the pepper from yava 
is article which, next to the finer ipices, 
yields, perhaps, the greatefl: proportional ad- 
vantage to the Company ; for though there 
are more parts where it is produced, and 
whence it is brought into the Company’s 
warehoufes, namely, the coaft of Malabar, 
the weft coaft of Sumatra, Palembang, and 
Borneo, yet die greateft: quantity of what the 
Company receive, is produced in the country 
of Bantam, and its dependent provinces on 
the oppofite coaft: of Sumatra, as appears from 
the following lift of what pepper was received 
at Batavia and Onrujl, in 1776-1777, viz. 




lb. 

from Bantam and Lampong, 

black pepper 

3,714,000 


white ditto 

15,000 

from Bornea, ----- 

black ditto 

17.375 


white ditto 

16,250 

from Palembang, - - - - 

black ditto 

497 . 5 °r 

from Sumatra'i weft coaft, - 

ditto ditto 

1,119,436 * 

from the province of Jaccatra, 

ditto ditto 

1,900 


The quantity of pepper fent in that year from 
the coaft; of Malabar to Ceylon, has not been 


* The quantity of pepper produced in all the diftrifts of 
Sumatra, under the controul of the Engliih Eaft-India Com- 
pany, amounts, communibus amis, to twelve hundred tons, of 
which the greater part comes to Europe, and the remainder 
is fent to China. T. 


exaflly 
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cxadly afcertained, but I think that it was 
about 1,500,000 pounds weight. 

Sugar is a third article, and by far the 
chief produce of the province of Jaccatra % 
and although Cherihon^ and the northeajl coaji 
of fava, annually produce. conhderable quan- 
tities of it, they cannot rival faccatra in this 
refpe 61 : ; and no wonder, for the culture of 
it was early cherifhed by the higher powers 
in faccatra. The cultivators of the fugar- 
cane enjoy many exemptions in point of pe- 
cuniary impofts, and they have been encou- 
raged by every means, not only by the govern- 
ment of Batavia, for to this there might have 
been particular motives, but likewife upon 
pofitive orders from the chamber of feven- 
teeii in Holland, under date the 20th of 
June, 1710. 

On the other hand, the cultivation and 
manufadure of fugar has never been profe- 
cuted with vigour, or fuitably encouraged, 
on the northeajl coajl. The various plans of 
improvement, in this refped, which have 
been fuggefted, have never been made any 
ufe of ; and the laft, which was prefented to 
the governor general. Van der Parra, in 
the year 1774, by the refident of Japara, 

Mr. 
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Mr. VAN DER Beke, and which contained 
many very good things, was never taken any 
notice of. Nay, fb far from any encourage- 
ment being held out, the importation of fugar 
at Batavia^ from the northeajl coajl of Java^ 
has been as good as interdidled to private 
merchants, by a heavy duty of one rupee per 
picol, which was folely laid upon it, in order 
to favour the fugarmills in the province 
of faccatra and the Preanger lands ; and 
thus, the difcountenancing of the manufac- 
ture of fugar in the other parts of Java, is, 
probably, the caufe why the common Java 
fugar has never attained to be equal in quality 
to that of Jaccatra, the latter being much 
more fubftantial and better granulated. 

In the year 1710, there were one hundred 
and thirty-one fugarmills in Jaccatra j their 
number, however, decreafed confiderably, 
before, during, and after, the war of Java, 
fo that at the end of December, 1750, there 
were no more than feventy-feven left, of 
which only fixty-fix were in a condition to 
work ; thefc, with feven in the kingdom of 
Bantam, eight in that of Cberibon, and thir- 
teen in the province of Java's northeaji coaji, 
made the number of fugarmills exifting, at 

that 
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that time, in the whole ifland of ^ava^ one 
hundred and five. But, at prefent, I777> 
there are ftill confiderably fewer. 

Mr. Mossel has made a calculation what 
profit thefe feventy-feven fugarmills, in the 
province of yaccatra^ might annually yield 
to their proprietors, or lefifees : he reckoned 
that a yearly quantity of ten millions pounds 
weight of fugar might be produced by them, 
which he took at four rixdollars per picol, 

is - - - - rixd. 320,000 

and an equal quantity of molalfes, 
from which afterwards, either an 
inferior fagar is made, or arrack 
diftilled, at one rixdollar per picol, 80,000 

together, rixdollars, 400,000* 
The whole may be more amply feen by re- 
ferring to his Obfervations on the Sugarworks 
in the neighbourhood of Batavia, &c. dated the 
3 1 ft of December, 1750. 

The ftigarcane, which, in general, grows 
here very luxuriantly, is planted from Sep- 
tember to Aptil, and ftands twelve or fifteen 
months in the field, according as the land 

•* Upwards of ,r. 8 - 7 jOOO itcrling, or nearly j^.1,200 for caciv 
fugarmilJ. T. 

be 
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be rich or poor, before it is cut. If the foil 
be good, and adapted to its cultivation, it can 
be cut four times ; on fome grounds lefs often^ 
and on others only once. 

The fugarworks here, are not near fo well 
or fo folidly conftrudled, as thofe which I 
have feen in the Well-Indies. The cane is 
here bruifed between two rollers, and is 
therefore twice put , through before all the 
juice is exprelfed ; the fugarmills in the 
Well-Indies have three rollers, fo that the 
fame quantity of cane can be fqueezed in 
half the time that is taken for it here : the 
latter mode, however, requires a propor- 
tional greater degree of llrength ; one or two 
buffaloes are here fufficient, but four horfes 
are, at leafl, required there for turning ihe 
mills. 

The juice is twice boiled, and afterwards 
put into pots, upon which a layer of clay, 
diluted with water, and kneaded into a palle, 
is laid, and it continues in this Hate for 
about twenty days, during which time the 
clay is once or twice renewed ; and by this 
operation the fugar acquires a tolerable degree 
of whitenefs ; it is then fet in the drying- 
place, which is a Ihed, covered with atap, 

where 
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where it remains until it is perfeftly dry, and 
the molaffes have entirely trickled out of it, 
through an opening at the bottom. 

When a fugarmill is in good condition, 
and has no want of workpeople, or of buffa- 
loes, about fifteen thoufand canes can be 
bruifed every four-and-twenty hours; thefe 
yield from nine to eleven pots, containing 
each fifty pounds weight of fugar of the firft 
and fecond qualities, twelve pounds of the 
third quality, and from fixteen to twenty 
pounds of molaffes *. 

Mr. Mossel calculated that all the canes 
which the fixty-feven fugarmills annually 
confumed, covered four thoufand fix hun- 


• Many attempts have been made by the Englilh, at Ben- 
eoelen, to bring to pcrfedion the manufadure of fugar and 
arrack, from the canes abounding on the coaft of Sumatra : 
but the cxpences, particularly of the flaves, were always 
found to exceed the advantages. When one time, however, 
the plantations and works were committed to the management 
of Mr. Henry Botham, it manifeftly appeared that the end 
•was to be obtained, by employing the Chinefe in the works of 
the field, and allowing them a proportion of the produce, for 
their labour. The manufafture had arrived at a confiderab^e 
extent, when the brea'.ing out of the laft war gave a check to 
its progrefs : but the path is pointed out, and is worth purfu- 
ing with vigour. The fums of money thrown into Batavia, 
for arrack and fugar, have been immenfe. T. 


dred 
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dred morgen (9,200 acres) of land, to whicl^ 
adding *the fame quantity of four thoufand 
fix hundred morgen^ for. pafture-ground for 
the buffaloes, and ten thoufand morgen for 
wood for fuel, the whole extent of ground 
wanted for the profecution of that manufac- 
ture, with that number of mills, would not 
amount to twenty thoufand morgen (40,000 
acres), which is but a fmall part of the pro- 
vince of yaccatra, north of the mountains. 

The firft quality of the fugar differs only 
from the fecond and third by its greater 
whitenefs. The firft fort is that which is 
alone fent to Europe ; the fecond goes chiefly 
to the weftern parts of India ; and the third, 
which is the browneft, to Japan. There is 
likewife another fort, which is very brown, 
and much lefs dry ; it is called dijpens-{\ig 3 iry 
becaufe it is moftly delivered by the difpenjiers, 
or purveyors, from the provifion-warehoufes 
of the Company, to be ufed on board of theif 
fhips *. 

Coffee 

* Dr. Thonbebo ftates, that, on board of the Ihip by which 
he went from Ratavia to Samarang, they were furnilhed with 
very wretched, coarfe, brown fugar, inftead of white. When 
be remonftrated, in behalf of the fick, with the captain on 

the 
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CofFee is likewife a produ6i: yielding much 
profit to yava, and great advantage to the 
Company. The cultivation of it is performed 
in the fame manner as in the Weft-India 
iflands. yaccatra and Chertbon are the two 
diftridls where it is mod: vigouroufly profe- 
cuted, though the article is equally grown 
o*n the northeajl coajl of yava. fava, where 
it is not indigenous, is indebted for this pro- 
duftion to Mr. Zwaardekroon, who was 
governor general from the year i^iSto 1725, 
and who procured the coffee-plant from Mo~ 
cha, and after paying a very high price for 
what was firft produced (fifteen rixdollars per 
picol), he continued to encourage the culti- 
vation of it by all the means in his power* 
His endeavours were fo well feconded by his 
fucceffors, that in the year 1753, 1,200,000 
pounds weight of coffee were furnifhed from 
Chertbon, at the rate of 275=0 ftivers perpound; 
and full as much from Jaccatra, and the 

the fubjefl, his reply was, that it was not unufual for the 
fliips to be fupplied with brown and coarfe fugar, inftead of 
•white fugar ; and that the difference between the prices of thefe 
two forts went into a common purfe, for the benefit of the 
fuperintendants of the warehoufes, where they were packed 
V|>. T. 


Preanger 
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Treanger lands, at 7.^^ ftivers per pound: 
and, in the fequel, the quantity produced 
grew fo large, that, in the year 1768, the 
quantity of 4,465,500 pounds weight of 
coffee, was delivered to the Company from 
Jaccatra and the Preanger lands*, at the 
reduced rate, according to the beft of my 
recolledlion, of four rixdollars per picol of 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds -j*, al- 
though the native cultivator muft deliver on« 
hundred and fixty pounds for a picol, which 
excedent in the Weight is an emolument 
partly accruing to the commiffary of inland 
affairs, and partly to the adminiftrators in 
the warehoufes. 

But the reafbn why Jaccatra appears to 
furnifh fo large a proportion of coffee, is, that 
a confiderable quantity of this produce that 
is grown in the parts of the province of Che- 
ribout which are nearefi: to Jaccatra, come 
down through the laftmentioned country to 
Pat avia ; the income of the commiffary for 
inland affairs is hereby greatly enhanced, and 
it is pretended, that it is more convenient to 

*■ yournals ef the Council of India, 30th December, 1768. 5, 
f Equal to about j^s, ^d. fterling per cwt. See note to 
page 233 of vol. T, 

the 
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the natives : it was the governor general 
Van der Parra who fettled it in this 
manner. 

Cotton is likewile a production of yava. 
The fhrub * that produces it, is cultivated in 
almoft every part of theifland by the natives ; 
the kingdom of Bantam.^ however, excepted, 
where little of it is found ; fo that the yarn 
which is fpun of it, in the province of Cheri- 
bon, and other parts, yields a confiderable de- 
gree of gain, on being clandefcinely imported 
into Bantam, 

The Company, to whom the greateft part 
of it is delivered, pay for it, according to its 
qualities, forty-five, thirty- five, twenty-four, 
and lefs, rixdollars perpicol, of one hundred 
and twenty-five pounds -j-. 

yaccatra and the Preanger lands furniftiT 
ed, in the year 1753, the quantity of about 
two hundred picols, or twenty-five thoufand 
pounds of cotton-yarn ; and in 1768, no more 
than 133 picols, or 16,225 pounds. The 
largeft part of the cotton-yarn produced is 
fent to Holland ; the reft is employed by the 

* Grjjypium herbaceum. 

-J- Equal to the refpeaive rates of \-j\d. 1 3^1/. and 
flerling, per pound. T. 

natives. 
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natives, in weaving of cloths for their own 
confumption. 

Attempts have likewife been made to in- 
troduce the manufacture of cotton cloths, as 
an article of trade for the Company, and to 
fuperfede part of their large importations of 
the article from Hindojlan, but, as it appears, 
with very little fuccets hitherto. 

Sixthly ; “Java yields to its poffeflbrs the 
article of fait, though it is not one of very 
extenfive commercial importance. Mod; of 
it is brought from Rembang, where the Com- 
_pany purchafe it at the rate of fix rixdollafs 
per five thoufand pounds, and they export it 
to the weft coaft of Sumatra, where it is dif- 
pofed of, generally, at the rate of between 
thirty and thirty-five rixdollars for three 
thoufand pounds weight *. 

In the feventh place, the mrtheajl coajl 

of 

* The purchafe-price here ftated, is equal to about lir. lod, 
ilerling per ton Englifli, and the felling-price from gir. 8«/. 
^o lo-js. per ton. The natives of the fea-coaft of Sumatra ex- 
change their benjamin and camphor for iron, fteel, bralEvire, 
and fait; of which laft about one hundred thoufand bamboos 
(gallons) are annually taken off in the bay of Tapfanooly alone. 
Thcfe they barter again, with the more inland inhabitants, for 
the produ<Efs and manufailures of the country, particularly 
their cotton cloths ; of which article very little is imported; 

and 
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of "Javay an(I part of the diftricl: of Cheribon, 
furnifh a very large quantity of timber, logs, 
beams, boards, knees, &c. which is not only 

and the fale of pi^ce-goods, in the bay is very inconfiderable. 
Having no coin, all value is eftimated among them by certain 
commodities. In trade, they calculate by tampangs (cakes) 
«>f benjamin ; in tran'fadtions amongfl: themfelves, more com- 
monly by buffaloes : fometimes braffwire, and fometimes 
beads, are ufed as a medium. K gallon^ or ring of braffwire, 
reprefents about the value of a dollar. But for fmall payments, 
ialt is the moll in ufe. A meafure called a faloop, weighing 
about two pounds, is equal to a fanam, or twopence halfpenny ; 
a bailee, another fmaller meafure, goes for four keppeng, or 
three-fifths of a penny. The demand for fait is moftly fup- 
plied by cargoes imported, although in one of the earlieft let- 
ters from Bencoclsn, to the prefidency of M-idrafs, it is men- 
tioned that fait could not be difpoftd of as an article of trade ; 
and they alfo manufa£lure it themfelves ; but their method is 
tedious. They kindle a fire clofe to the feabeach, and pour 
upon it feawater, by degrees. When this has been continued 
for a certain time, the water evaporating, and the fait being 
precipitated among the allies, they gather thefe in bafkets, or 
ia funnels made of the bark or leaves of trees, and again pour 
feawater on them, till the particles of fait are well feparated, 
and pafs, with the water, into a vefTcl placed below to receive 
them. This water, now ftrongly impregnated, is boiled till 
the fait adheres, in a thick cruft, to the bottom and fides of the 
vefTel. In burning a fquare fathom of firewood, a fkilful per- 
fon procures about five gallons of fait. What is thus made 
has fo confiderable a mixture of the fait of the wood, that it 
foon diffolves, and cannot be carried far into the country. 
The coarfeft grain is preferred. MARSDENh Sumatra, pages 
153 and 30;. T. 


fufBcient 
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fufficient for the wants of Batavia, for fhlp- 
building, the conftirudlion of houfes, and 
domeftic ufes, but a very confiderable quan- 
tity of it is annually exported to feveral of 
the out-fa6tories, and, in particular, to the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

The large forefts which are met with in 
the above diflridls, belong to the Company ; 
the natives are obliged to fell and prepare 
the timber, as a kind of feudal fervice, fo 
that no other emolument is made by them, 
on this fcore, than the hire of the draft- 
oxen by which it is conveyed to the fea- 
Ihore ; and this, together with the freight 
by fea, form the whole of the purchafe- 
money and charges of the timber. 

Thofe forefts, however, begin at prefent 
to be confiderably diminhhcd j but it is in 
agitation to provide againfl: the probable fu* 
ture want of timber, by new plantations. 

Next, and as an eighth article, is reckon- 
ed that of indigo, which, although not an 
original production of Java, has been cul- 
tivated with tolerable luccefs, fince the 
Company have been eflablilhed here ; in lb 
far, that, whereas formerly that article was 

obliged 



[ 334 ] 

obliged to be feiit for from the empire of 
the great mogul, and fpecial firmans were 
obtained with fome difficulty for that pur- 
pofe, as appears by the fecond article of the 
fecond firman^ ftill preferved at Surat, which 
I have before detailed, that trade has now 
been abandoned in Hindofian, and inftead of 
being purchafers, the Company have been 
able to be fellers of a confiderable quantity 
of the article. 

The Company pay for the firft quality 
thirty ftivers per pound, and in proportion 
for the fecond and third qualities. The in- 
digo is forted upon its delivery at Batavia, 
by a perfon fpecially appointed for that pur- 
pofe. In the year 1768, Jaccatra furnlfhed 
2,875 pounds of indigo, though the inhabi- 
tants had been aireffed at the quantity of 
6,1 25 pounds. 

Turmeric *, long pepper j-, and cubebs 
are equally produftions of Java ; but the 
colleftion and exportation of thefe articles 
is not of great importance. The two laft 
are mofi; in demand for Surat. 


* Curcuma. f Piper lemgum. 


+ Piper cuheha. 

With 
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With minerals and metals yava is the 
leaft of all provided ; as far as I know, none 
are met with, but a little iron ore and ftar- 
flones *,which is called, in the Malay tongue, 
or by the natives, maafouron. 


* Ajlerias. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 11. 


JDiviJion of Java. — Its general Population. — BAii- 
TAM. — Boundaries. — Goveryiment . — Population, 
— Dependencies. — The Country of Lampoon. — 
Eftablijhment of the Company at Bantam.— 
Expenses. — Iflands in the Straits c/ Son da, cs?o. 
— Peculiar Unhealthinefs Bantam. — Jacca- 

TRA, and its Preanger Lands. — Boundaries. 
— Population. — Adminiftration. — Rivers. — The 
Mookervaart. — Canals and Drains cut by the 
Dutch. — Produ&ions. — Cheribon. — Bounda~ 
Ties. — Population. — Prcduliions. — Eftablijhment. 
— Expenses and Profits. — The Empire of the 
SoESOEHOENAM . — Former Extent and Grandeur. 
— Prefent reduced Situation. — The Dominions of the 
Sultan. — Iftand of Madura. — Titles of the reign- 
ing Soefoehoenam, and of the Sultan. — Political Re- 
lations of the Company with thefe Princes. 

W^HEN the Company firft eftablifhed 
themfelves here, Java was divided into 
three large empires, namely. Bantam, Jac- 
catra, and the empire of the Soefoehoenam, 
which laft was the moft extenfive, and 
comprehended full two-thirds of the whole 

ifland. 
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ifland, Cherihon being feudatory to it. — 
Times have now fo far altered, that the 
ifland is at prefent divided into five ftates, 
or empires, which altogether contain one 
hundred and twenty-three provinces, or go- 
vernments, amongft which the kingdom of 
Bantam is confidered but as one. 

Each province, or government, confifts of 
a certain number of tjatjars, or families, the 
number of which, throughout the whole of 
“Java, including Bantam^ amounted, in the 
year to 152,014. 

Thefe are calculated, upon an average, 
throughout 'Java^ to confift of two men, 
two women, and two children, forming, 
therefore, a population of . fouls 912,084* 
but if to this we add the inhabi- 
tants of the principality of Ma- 
dura, which, though a feparate 
ifland, is always taken together 
with yava, and which contains 
ten thoufand families, or . fouls 60,000 

the whole population of Java 

and Madura, will amount to . 972,084 

* Huysers gives the population trf Jave, exclufive of 
Madura, as follows, viz. 

in 
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afluredly a very flender number of inhabi- 
tants for fuch an extenfive ifland. It was, 
however, formerly much more populous ; 
but the long and bloody wars with which 
this country has been afflidted, for Jiearly a 
century and a half, before the Company 
fucceeded in eftablhhing themfelves in that 
firm manner iij which their power here is 
at prefent rooted, is fufEcient to make us 
ceafe from being furprized, at the paucity 
of the number *of the inhabitants of this 
extrehaely fertile ifland. The laft war 
waged againft the empire of the foejoehoe- 
itanij feems, in particular, to have produced 
a great degree of depopulation. According 
to the ftatement of the population, made in 
the year 1738, the number of families in 


in the kingdom of Bantam 

5,000 

tjatjars, or families 

in Jaccatra .... 

33 > 9 i 4 

ditto 

in Cberibon .... 

1 5,000 

ditto 

in the Mataram, or empire 



of Jama proper 

94,200 

ditto 


in all 148,114 families, reckoned at fix individuals each, 
makes the whole number of inhabitants 888,684 J but he 
adds in a note, that, according to more recent accounts, the 
population of Ja^a is calculated at one million and a half, 
or two millions of people. Thefe llatements, however, do 
not include the inhalritants of Btua’viai T. 


the 
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the territories of the Joefoehoenam alone, 
amounted to 309,700, or . Ibuls 1,858,200 
and at prefent (1777), fame 
lands, which were then under 
the dominion of the foefoehoenantj 
part of which are now, however, 
taken from him, contain no 
more than ii8,ico families, or 708,600 

1,149,600 

making a difference of more than the half, 
which would appear to me too Improbable 
to be believed, had I not had the infpedlion of 
the authentic documents relative thereto 

The 

* Valentyn’s Aatement of the population of Javti, in 
his time, ihews a Hill greater difproportion ; his account, in 
which he takes every tjatjar^ or family, at five perfons only, 
gives — 

in the kingdom of Ban» 
tarn, exclufive of the 

city of Sa»/aOT . families 5,000, or perlons 40,856 
in Jaccatra^ exclufive of 

Baiavia . . ditto 19,390, or ditto 96,950 

»n Cheribon and its de- 
pendencies . . ditto 63,120, or ditto 305,600 

in the countries belong- 
ing to the emperor of 
^ataram, or the fie^ 

Joebttnam . . . ditto 483,570, or ditto 2,417,850 


in 
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The adual five divifions of Java, are : 
Bantam, Jaccatra, Cheribon, the empire of 
the Joefo^hoenam, and that of the fultan. 

The kingdom of Bantam, which forms 
the weftern divifion of Java, is about one 
hundred Dutch miles in circumference, each 
being of twelve hundred Rhineland roods. 
The Indian ocean wafhes it on the fouth ; 
to the northweft and north it has the ftraits 
of Sunda, and the iflands fituated in them ; 
to the eaft, it is divided from the empire of 
Jaccatra, by a narrow flip of land, called 
Gr ending, lying a little to the weft ward of 
the Sedani, or river of ‘Tangerang, and by a 
chain of mountains, known by the name of 
Goenong Jjeberum, which terminate to the 
fouth in the bay of Wynkoopjbergen, 


in the county of Balam- 
lauang, by a rough cal- 
culation, full . . families 50,000, or perfons 300,000 
and in the illand of Ma- 

dura about . . ditto 30,000, or ditto 150,000 

total 3,311,250 

A decreafe in this Ifland from upwards of three millions to 
lefs than one million of people, in about fixty years, is an 
amazing inftanceof the deftrudtive agency of war. T. 

Bantam 
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Bantam became ftridtly connefted with 
the Company, in the year 1680, by means 
of the afliftance afforded by them againfl 
Sultan Agon, who had formerly abdicated 
the throne, but who had refumed’the feeptre 
again ; his fon folicited and obtained the 
aid of the Company, towards eftablifhing 
him in the government. Yet the country 
remained, in a manner, independent, and its 
trade continued free j but upon this, en- 
croachments were praftifed from time to 
time, and it was fought to draw the bands 
of connexion with Bantam more clofe, by 
giving our affiftance, towards reducing the 
revolted province of Succadana, in Borneo^ 
which formerly belonged to Bantam, and is 
{till an appendage of that kingdom *. At 
laft, in 1751, Bantam became wholly a fief 
of the Company, occafioned by the fortu- 
nate iffue of the commotions there ; the 
king was then privately .taken hold of, and 
continued a prifoner, while a prince of the 

* Succadana, together with Landak, another province be- 
longing to Bantam in the idand of Borneo, were ceded, in pro* 
perty, to the Dutch Company, by the king of Bantam, in 
the year 1778, and taken pofleiSon of by them. See vol. i. 
page 343. r. 


blood 
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blood royal, who had been kept in exile at 
Ceylon^ was exalted to the throne in his 
ftead ; and a yearly tribute of one hundred 
bhars of pepper, amounting to thirty-feven 
thoufand five hundred pounds weight, is 
now paid to the Company from Bantam. 

The rule of fucceffion was, at the defire 
of the king, regulated by the Company, 
who choofe and appoint the heir apparent 
to be hereditary prince, as was done in the 
year 1767 : this hereditary prince fucceeded 
to his deceafed father in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1777, and was formally crowned as 
king of Bantam, by Mr. Breton, the mi- 
nifier plenipotentiary deputed by the Com- 
pany for that purpofe, as I have related in 
the laft chapter. 

Although the fultan, or king, of Bantam, 
is a vaflal of the Company, he is, neverthe- 
lefs, a fovereign prince, lord and mafter of 
Kfe and death, and uncontrouled in his au- 
thority over his own fubjeds ; he lays taxes, 
augments, or lightens, them, according to 
his own good pleafure ; and has all other re- 
galia, and marks of fbvereignty, appertaining 
to a free monarch, excepting that he is re- 
ftridled from entering into any alliances. 


or 
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or engagements, either with any European 
powers, or with the Indian princes; as like- 
wife from felling any of the produ£fions of 
his territories to any other than to the Com- 
pany ; and this refl;ri6tion as to trade relates 
not only to his kingdom of Ba7ztam, but alfo 
to the articles produced in his dependent pro- 
vinces in Borneo and Smnatra ; thofe in the 
laflmentioned ifland are the two Lampons ; 
diftinguifhed into Ijampon Samauca and Lam- 
pon ’Boulang Bawwang *. 

Bantam 

* The country of Lampoon begins on the weft coaft, at the 
river of Padanggoochie, which divides it from PaJjiimmnh, and 
extends acrol's the fouth extremity of S'lrnutrn, as far as Pa- 
lembang, on the northeaft tide. On the ibuth and eaft Tides, it 
is wafhed by the Tea, having feveral ports in the ftraits of Sanaa, 
particularly Keiooers, or Emperors, and Lampoon bays : and the 
great river Toulang Baunuang runs through the heart of it, 
rifing from a confiderable lake between the ranges of moun- 
tains. The country of Lampoon is beft inhabited in the central 
and mountainous parts, where the people live independent, 
and, in Tome meafure, fecure from the inroads of their eaitern 
neighbours, the Javans. It is probably v/i thin but a few centuries, 
that the fouthwelt coaft of this country has been the habitation 
of any confiderable number of people j and it has been ftill lefs 
vifited by ftrangers, owing to the unfheltered nature of the fea 
thereabouts, the want of foundings, in general, which render 
the navigation wild and dangerous for countiy-vefl'els, and to 
*the rivers being fmall and rapid, with ftiallow bars, and almoft 
continually a high furf. If you alk the Lampoon people of 

thefe 
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Bantam has the fmalleft population of-all 
the divifions of Java ; its whole extent com- 
prehends no more than five thoufand tjatjars, 
or families, and, confequently, only thirty 
thoufand inhabitants. 

The Company keep in Fort Speelwyck, 
including the guard which is flationed at 
Fort Diamond^ an eftablifhment amounting 
in number, when complete, to three hun- 
dred men 

The 

thefe partSj wh?re they originally came from, they anfwer, 
from the hills, and point out an inland place near the great 
lake, whence, they fay, their forefathers emigrated 5 and further 
than this, it is impoflible to trace. They, of all the Sumatrans, 
have the ftrongeft refemblance to the Chinefe, particularly irt 
the roundnefs of the face, and conftrudture of the ej'es. They 
are alfo the faireft people of the ifland j and the women are 
the talleft, and efteemed the moft handfome. Inland of Sa-> 
manca, fay the Lampoons, there is a diftrift, inhabited by ^ 
ferocious people, who are a teiTor to the neighbouring country. 
Their mode of atoning for oftences againft their own commu- 
nity, is by bringing to their doofoon, or village, the heads of 
llrangers. The account may be true ; bur without further au- 
thentication, fuch ftories are not to be too implicitly credited, on 
the faith of a people who are fond of the marvellous, and ad- 
didted to exaggeration. MarsdenV Sumatra, page 36a and 
364. T. 

* In I 77 ^'t 777 j the eftablifliment of the Dutch Company 
at 'Bantam, confifted of twenty civil fervants, one clergyman, 
five furgeons and affillants, feventeen belonging to the artilleiy, 
thirty feamen, 199 foldiers, and ten mechanics 5 in all 383 Eu- 
ropeans, 
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The air is, in general, here very un- 
healthy, and the mortality pretty confider- 

able, 

ropeans. On account of its vicinity to Batavia, no revenues, 
either territorial or commercial, are drawn from this place ; but 
the charges of the eftablifhment are not heavy ; in 1779, they 
amounted to y.78,262 (about fterling), which is 

a very nothing in comparifon with the benefit derived from the 
pepper fumilhed by Bantam. To the dominion of the king of 
Bantam belong all the iflands in the llraits of Sunda, from 
Pr/»fe’/-i{land to Pula Babi, or clofe to his capital 

city. Many of them are inhabited, and produce pepper j 
others are defert, or are the refort of pirates and fmugglers, 
■who are dexterous in carrying on an illicit trade in pepper 
■with foreign nations. In November, 1769, the Dutch Com- 
pany’s cruifmg grab the 'Z.ceheunM (the Sea-lion), was attacked, 
taken, and the crew maffacred, in the bay of Lampoon, by thefe 
pirates. The Klapper, or Com-iflands, which lie on the fouth 
coaft of Java, near the ftraits-of Sunda, are uninhabited, and 
3re only occafionally reforted to for the fake of the edible birds’- 
nefts which are found there ; but they are faid to be greatly in- 
fefted with enormous fnakes. Pr/«ce’r-ifland is called, in the 
Malay language, Pulo Solan-, and in the language of its inhabi- 
tants, Pulo Paneitan. It is woody, and a very fmall part of it 
only has been cleared. Valentyn landed on it in 1694, and 
found It then uninhabited. He adds, that there is good an- 
chorage in the fouthweft bay, in nine and ten fathoms, and 
two fmall frefhwater rivulets running into it. Lieutenant 
Cook, in the Endeavour, lay ten days on the Ibutheaft fide, in 
eighteen fathoms. There is a town upon it, called Samadang, 
of about four hundred houfes, divided into two parts, by a 
river of brackilh water. There is no remarkable hill upon it, 
yet the Engllfli call the higheft eminence upon it, the Pike. It 
was formerly much frequented by the India Ihips of many na- 
tions. 
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able. In the year 1768, that is, from 
the beginning of September to the end of 

Auguft, 

tiems, efpedally the Englilh, which have, of late, forfaken it, as 
it is faid, becaufe the water is bad, and touch eit her at Nertb~ 
illand, a fmall ifland that lies on the coaft of Sumatra, at the 
eaft entrance of the ftraits, or at Aetu-bay, which lies only a 
few leagues from /’r/Vreeh- ifland, at neither of which places any 
confiderable quantity of other refrelhments can be procured. 
At Prince i-idznd may be had turtle, with which the firft, the 
fecond, and perhaps the third, (hip that comes in the feafon, 
may be tolerably fuppliedj thofe bought by the Endeavour' & 
people coft, upon an average, a halfpenny or three farthings per 
pound j large fowls, a dozen of them for a Spanifti dollar; 
fmall deer, not larger than a rabbit, twopence a-piece ; larger 
deer, about the fize of a flieep, but of which only two were 
brought down, a rupee ; many kinds of fifli, tolerably cheap ; 
cocoa-nuts, at the rate of a hundred for a dollar, if picked, or 
one hundred and thirty, if taken promifeuoufly ; plaintains 
in great plenty; fome pineapples, watermelons, jacks, and 
pumpkins ; befides rice, the greateft part of which is of the 
mountain kind, yams, and feveral other vegetables, at very rea- 
fonable rates. The oth.er iflands in the ftraits of Sunda, ap- 
pertaining to the dominions of Bantam, are too infignificant 
to have been particularly deferibed. They are moftly entirely 
level, founded upon beds of coral, and covered with trees. A 
few, however, have ftejp and naked fides, fuch as the ifland 
Dwars in den Weg, or Thwart-the-vuay, and the two very fmall 
round ones, called by the Dutch, Brabandfch Hoedje, and 
Toppers Hoedje, and by the Englifli the Cap, and Button. 
The gentlemen accompanying Lord Macaetnev in the Lion, 
had occafion to vifit the two laftmentioned ; they were fo fteep 
and rugged, that it was difficult to get afliore on them : at a 
little diftance, they might be taken for the remains of old caf- 

tles. 
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Augufl:, out of the complete number of the 
Company’s fervants, including pennifts, ma- 
riners, and military, being three hundred and 
feventeen, the deaths amounted to fixty, 
which is about one in five. 

The divifion which follows next in geo- 
graphical order, is that of Jaccatra, with it? 
Preanger lands ; Preanger lands is the deno- 
mination oriven to thofe diftridls which did 

O ; 

not anciently belong to the kingdom of Jac- 
catray but whieh have been united to the 
Company’s pofTeflions fince the year 1677: 
with refped: to their adminiftration, they are 
divided between Batavia, and the refidency 
of Cheribon *. 


ties, mouldering Into ruins, with tall trees already growing up- 
on the tops; but, upon a nearer riew, they betrayed evident 
marks of a volcanic origin : in the Cap were found two ca- 
verns, running horizontally into the fide of the rock, in which 
were a number of thofe birds’-nefts, fo much prized by’ the Chi- 
nefe epicures. The fituatlon of thefe places was, on that occa- 
fion, determined with the greateft liicety, viz : 

South lat. Eaft long, from London. 
Thvjort-the'^ay . , 5° 55* . . lOj** 43' 

"North ifland . . . 5 38 . . . 105 43 30'' 


5 58 30" . 105 48 30 

Button 5 49 . . . loj 48 30 

r. 


* See Mossel’s Obfervations upon Jaccatra, and the 

Preanger h.ais, page i. S, 


This 
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This divifion is full one hundred and ten 
Dutch miles in circumference. To the weft, 
it borders upon Bantam, with the diftridls of 
Greending, Badak, and Pagadongan ; to the 
fouth, upon the fouthern ocean,, for the moft 
part with the diftridl of Jampan, and partly 
with that of Soekapoura, belonging to the 
Cheribon Preanger lands ; to the eaft, upon 
the government of Cheribon itfelf, with the 
diftridls of ‘Ttmpanganten, Bamadajig, Paga- 
deen, and Pamanoekang ; to the north, upon 
the fea, with the diftridts of Pamanoekang,^ 
J'jaffen, Crawang, and that of Jaccatra pro- 
per, under Batavia^ 

The country of yaccatra, with its Prean- 
ger lands, comprizes, upon the whole, thirty 
diftrids, containing together 33,914 tjat- 
jars, or families, thus 203,484 inhabitants, 
of which the diftrid of Batavia alone con- 
tains 19,469 families, or 116,814 inhabi- 
tants, this fhews that the other diftrids are 
proportionally much lefs populous, where- 
by a great extent of excellent land remains 
uncultivated and negleded, and even what 
is tilled is owing to the induftry and per- 
feverance of the Chinefc who are fettled 
here. 


The 
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*rhe paucity of inhabitants in the country 
of yaccatra, cannot, like that in the em- 
J>ire of the foefoehoenam, be attributed to the 
ravages of a deftruftive war j for yaccatra 
has, hncc the laft fiege of Batavia, in the 
year 1629, been very little llibje6i:ed thereto, 
except in the infurre^lion of the Chineie. in 
the year 1740, when even the Javans of 
yaccatra were the leaft concerned in it ; but 
it may principally be alcribed to the circum- 
ftance, that, after the arms of the Company 
were vidlorious over the kingdom of yacca^ 
tra, and they had taken the capital, having 
likewife defeated the army of Bantam, all 
the inhabitants of the yountry were carried 
away into the kingdom of Bantam ; whereby 
yaccatra remained, for a confiderable Ipacc 
of time, nearly in an uninhabited ftatc. 

It appears, however, according to the 
ftatement of Mr. Mossel, that thefe lands 
Gontained only, in the year I753» num- 
ber of one hundred and fifty thoufand fouls ; 
fb that, in oppofition to the other parts of 
yava, the population has here been confider- 
ably augmented 


* See Memorial of Mr. Mossel, refpe<fting the ftate of 
the Eall-lndia Companj', dated the 30tli of November, 

I7S- <y. _ 

h.verr 
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Every diftrift has its regent, who are all 
appointed immediately by the fupreme In- 
dian government at Batavia. Thefe re- 
gents decide in civil matters of little import- 
ance, but affairs of confequence they muft 
lay before the cOmmiflary of inland affairs, 
or before the governor general. 

yaccatra is watered and fertilized by feve- 
ral rivers, moft of which, however, are little 
better than fmall rivulets, in the good or dry 
feafon. The largeft of thefe are the Sedani, or 
the river of Tangerang^ and that of Craivang ; 
they defcend from the high mountains in- 
land, and flow into the fea, in a northerly 
direftion. 

The river of Tangerang runs into the fea, 
not far from the point of Ontong yava, and 
near its mouth there is a fmall poft of the 
Company, called the Kwal. Jufl below that 
pofl:, the river gives a part of its water to the 
Mookervaartf which is a canal cut from that 
place to Batavia, in order to provide the 
canals and moats of the city with water; 
but as, in the rainy feafon, this river fwells 
up very high, and too much would then be 
conveyed through that cut to the city, a lock 
was made, in the year 1770, at the upper 

end 
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end of the faid Mookervaart, which coft full 
feventy thoufand rixdollars and whereby 
now no more water than is wanted is fuf- 
fercd to come to Batavia. 

It is not the water alone of the river of 
^angerang that fupplics this canal, but like- 
wife that of the rivers of Ankee, Pajfanga- 
rangy and Grogol ; and it is through the 
Mookervaart that Batavia receives moft of 
its water ; for that which comes down by 
what is called the great river of ‘Jaccatroy is 
very trifling in quantity compared with this. 
'The drain, called the Slokhaan (the glutton, 
or cormorant), which was dug in the year 
1746, a little to the eaftward of the river of 
Jaccatray receives the water from the upper 
grounds, and thus deprives it of its greatefl: 
force The conformation of the country 

likewile 


* About 1^,270/. fterling. T. 

-j- The Dutch feem to have pitched upon Batavia for the 
convenience of water-carriage ; and, in that refpeft, it is. In- 
deed, a fecond Holland, and fuperior to every other place in the 
world. There are very few ftreets in the city that have not a 
canal of confiderable breadth running through, or rather ftag- 
nating in them, and continued for feveral miles beyond the 
town, interfering, together with five or fix rivers, in almoft 
eveiy^ direftion, the dead flat in which it is fituated j nor is this 
the worft, for the fence of every field and garden is a ditch ; 

and 
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likewife requires that Batavia fliould receive 
its water from the weft ward, as, on that 
fide, it is more elevated than on the other, 
according to feveral obfervations made by 
furveyors. 

The rivers, the Sontar^ the Bacajic^ and 
the Tjikarangt find their way into the fea, 
to the eaft of Batavia. 

The produdlions of Jaccatra are princi- 
pally coffee, fugar, and rice ; likewife in- 
digo, cotton-yarn, turmeric, and cadjang, or 
lentiles, from which laft oil is preffed *. 

The 

*nd interfperfed, among the cultivated ground, there are many 
filthy fens, bogs, and moraffes, as well frefti as fait. Nay, 
fuch is the influence of habit, both upon the tafte and under- 
fianding, that Governor General Van der Parra, whofe 
country-houfe was fituated upon the only rifing ground near 
contrived, at fome trouble and expence, to indole his 
own garden with a ditch. ?! 

* In 1778, were fold, in Holland, the following articles, being 
produdions of the colony of Jaccatra : 

2,oCiO,ooQlbs, of fugar, at four ftivers. 

2j00o,oooliis. of coffee, at eleven ditto. 

5oo,ooo/^r. of pepper, at feventeen ditto. 

100 leagers of arrack. 
zofiQolbs. of candied ginger, 
cotton-yarn, to the amount of f. 10,000, and 
indigo, to the amount of f.iooo. 

This may be taken as the annual quantity of what Jaccatra is 
able to furnilh for Europe, and the gain upon thefe articles is 

confiderable. 
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The Company pofTefs this empire by right 
of conqueft, having taken it from its king, 
who was obliged to vield to their arms in the 
year 1619 ; Batavia was founded on or 
near the fcite of his capital city, ^accatra. 

The third divifion of ’Java is Cheribon, 
which, together with its Preanger lands, 
may be about half the fize of ‘Jaccatra and 
its dependencies. It borders, to the weft, 
upon Jaccatra, with the diftridls of Lim~ 
bangan, Pjauris, Impanagara, and Indr am ay 0 ; 
to the fouth, upon the fouthern ocean, with 
the diftridt of Soekapoura ; to the eaft, upon 
the province of Banjoemaas, or Panjoemag, 
belonging to the fultan, with the diftridt of 
Soekapoura^ upon the country of the Joe foe - 
hoenam, with the diftricls of Oetame and Ga- 
bangf and upon the ftrand-regency of Brebes, 
with the diftridl of Lajfary ; and to the 

confiderable, as none of them coft much ; the pepper and 
coffee fcarcely 2^, and the fogar li, ftivers per pound. Of 
fugar, the Company further dil'pofe every year of full four mil- 
lions of pounds weight, in Japan, Surat, the Malabar, and 
Other eftablifhments, upon which they likewife make confider- 
able profits j and about the lame quantity, 4,ooo,ooo/if-r. is 
exported in private trade, together with immenfe quantities 
of arrack, rice, and other articles. The revenues and expences 
of Jaccatra, are included in thofe of Bata-via, which we add to 
the account of that city given in chapter iv. T. 


north. 
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north, upon the fea, with the abovemen- 
tioned diftrift of Gabangy and thofe of Che- 
ribon proper, and Indramayo. 

It comprizes in all nine diftri£fs, contain- 
ing full fifteen thoufand tjatjars, or families, 
being JikafOy or fixed inhabitants, befides 
the boedjangOy or unmarried, and ftrangers. 

■ Thefe lands are divided between two 
princes, the fultan Anom Soepoe Cheri- 
BON, and the Panam Bahan, both of 
■whom are feudatories of the Company. Of 
the laft, it is a rule, that the children fuc- 
ceed to the father in his dignity, provided 
they are inclined to do fo ; and if they do 
not choofe to be burdened with the cares of 
authority, they have the right of nominating 
a deputy to exercife their hereditary power, 
in their ftead. 

Formerly, there were three princes of 
Cheribon ; but in the year 1769, one of 
them, not treating his fubjefits well, was fent 
in exile, by the fupreme government, to 
AmboynUy where I faw him, in the year 

1775- 

Thefe princes are obliged tp deliver all 
the produce of their country, for certain fixed 
prices, exclufively to the Company ; and 

neither 
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neither the princes, nor their fubje6ls, arc 
allowed to have any communication with 
ftrangers, much lefs to carry on trade with 
foreign nations in any of the articles pro- 
duced upoxi their lands. On the part of the 
Company, as much care is taken as poffible, 
to prevent the contravention of thefe condi- 
tions ; and they have a refident here, with 
a garrifon of feventy Europeans, ftationed 
in a fmall fort, in the diftri£i; of Cheribon, 
whilft there is alfo an outpoft ftationed at 
Indramayo. 

This empire put itlelf under the protec- 
tion of the Company in the year 1680. In 
criminal matters, the adminiftration refts in 
the combined authority of the two princes, 
united to the Company's rehdent. 

Its productions are coffee, timber, cotton- 
yarn, areca, indigo, fugar, and alfb a little 
pepper ; this laft article grew formerly here 
in fuch abundance, that in the year x68o, 
the bhar of three hundred and feventy-five 
pounds was paid for at the rate of no more 
than -ten Spanifh dollars *. 

Before 

* This, at the rate at which Spanith dollars are current, in 
thefe parts of India, is equal to about i6s. fterling per cwu 

Englilh., 
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Before the war of the year 1740, the 
foefoehoenamt or the emperor of ’Java, as he 
was called, was the foie proprietor of all the 
country, lying eaftward of the laftmentioned 
empire of Cheribon, which was the weftern 
boundary of that of the foefoehoenam.' This 
comprized all the reft of the illand, and was 
inclofed, on the other tides, by the fea, and 
the narrow ftraits which feparate Java 
from the illands of Bali and Madura. It 
extended in length, from eaft to weft, one 

Englifti. Chsrthsn does not contribute a few, or unimportant, 
articles to the confumption of India, and to the trade to Eu- 
tope. It yields j early, for the former, at leaft one thoul'and lafts 
of rice, and one million pounds of fugar, at i j or 2 Itivers per 
pound } and for Europe, at leaft 

^Qfioolbs. of cotton-yarn, of letter A, at 14 ftivers (in ja'r) 
lo,ooo/^r. of Indigo, at 30 ftivers . . (21. 9</.) 

and i,2oo,ooolbs. of coffee, at 21 ftivers. 

Yet, in 177 S, no more than 1,000, ooolbs. of the Cheribon 
coffee were fold in Holland, at eleven ftivers per pound. 
The intrinfic revenues of this fettlemert are amply ftifficient 
to defray the charges. In 1779, the laft amounted to 
and the former toy.33,76i, lliewing a favourable 
balance of 723,177, or 2,107/. fterling. In 1776-1777, the 
cftablifhment of Cheribon conlifted of ninety-eight Europeans; 
namely, fourteen civil fervants, one clergyman, three fur- 
geons, two artillerymen, fifteen fcamen, fixty foldiers, and three 
mechanics The refident at Cheribon is faid to make no lefs 
than 70,000 rixdoilars (upwards of 15,000/. fterling, per an- 
num. T. 


hundred 
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hundred Dutch miles, and in breadth, upon 
an average, about five-and-twenty. It con- 
tained fifty-lix provinces, or diftribls, large 
and fmall ; and, as we have before ftated, 
three hundred and nine thoufand feven hun- 
dred tjatjars, or families. After that period, 
thirty of thofe provinces, all fituated on the 
feacoafl, were ceded to the Company, for an 
equivalent in money; and leven, amongft 
which was the Mataram, to the fultan 
Manko Boeni. This empire, anciently fo 
formidable to the Company, is now fo re- 
duced in power and extent, that its monarch 
can at prefent (1777) enumerate no more 
than fixteen provinces remaining under his 
dominion, containing only thirty-three thou- 
fand two hundred tjatjars, or families. On 
what occafion, and in- what manner, the 
empire was thus torn afunder, and how part 
of it came to be given to the fultan Manko 
Boeni, to the prejudice of Masseyd, who 
is now under the prefent reigning fultan, 
has been detailed in another place 

The dominions which fell to the lot of 
the fultan Manko Boeni, who is hill 


See page 120-123, of volume II. “T, 


living^, 
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living, confift of feven provinces, which lie 
interfperfed between thofe which have re- 
mained with the foefoehoenam ; and this in- 
termixture of the territories of thele two 
monarchs, makes them, individually, much 
more feeble, than if the poffeffions of each 
were adjoining to one another, and formed 
one compad; country. The feven provinces 
belonging to the fultan contain, together, 
fifteen thoufand eight hundred tjatjars, or 
families; the moft extenfive and mod: im- 
portant of them, is the province of Mataram, 
which is walhed by the fouthern ocean. 

Although the principality of Madura is 
now folely confined to the illand of that 
name, which lies to the northeaft of Ja'va^ 
from which it is feparated by a narrow ftrait 
of fcarcely a league and a half over, it has 
always been reckoned to belong to the 
government of Javas northeaft coaft : the 
whole illand is divided into three diftridls, 
and contains thirty thoufand tjatjars, or fa- 
milies; it is thirty Dutch miles in length, 
and, upon an average, fcarcely fix in breadth. 

All thefe princes polTefs their dominions 
in the quality of vaflals of the Company, 
whole pretenlions to the paramount autho- 
rity. 
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rity, are grounded upon a voluntary ceffioii 
of all his dominions, alleged to have been 
made in favour of the Company, by the late 
deceafed foefoehoenam, upon his death-bed, 
in the year 1 746 : this, at leaf!:, is what is 
pretended, for the fake of appearance, as it 
is otherwife pretty vvcll underlbood, that the 
emperor was dead, before this pretended 
ceffion was made known to the grandees of 
the court ; but this is kept as much a fecret 
as poffible ; though what could they have 
done againft the Company, who were pof- 
felfed of the power of maintaining the 
validity of the ceffion, by force of arms ? 
The empire, thus weakened and diminifhed, 
was afterwards given, as a fief, to one of 
the princes of the imperial race, to the pre- 
judice of Masseyd ; who, however, was 
quieted with a certain appanage, and the 
p.romife, that if the prefent JoefoeJjoenam 
died without ilTue, his children, in the right 
of being the neareft of blood, fhould fuc- 
ceed to the imperial i gnity. There is, 
at prefent, however, no probability that this 
will ever come to pals, as the foefochoenam 
has not only feveral children, but one of 
them has already been appointed his fuc- 

ceflbr 
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celTor in the empire by the Company ; and 
a limilar favour was equally granted in the 
year 1776, to one of the fons of the fultan 
Manko Boeni. 

The titles which the prefent reigning 
foejcehoenam has alTumed are as follows : 
Soejhehoenam (monarch, or foie ruler), Pacoe- 
boeana (axis of the globe, literally nail or 
fpike of the earth), Senepatty Hiengalaga 
(commander in chief of all the armies), 
Abdul Racbman (holy prieft, literally Have 
of the moll merciful God), Sahiedien (fove- 
reign king), Panatagama (prince of the 
faithful) : thofe of the fultan of the Mata- 
ram, are, Sultan (prince or king), Hamin 
Coeboeana (regent of the world), Senepatty 
PJiengalaga, Abdul Racbman, Sahiedien, Pa- 
natagama, Calif, Attu lach (vicegerent of 
the Almighty). 

All thefe princes bound themfelves, in the 
year 1756, not to deliver any of the pro- 
du( 5 ls of their refpediive countries to any 
other than the Company ; and, in every cafe, 
to adl both defenfively and ofFenfively, in 
conjundion with the Company, againll their 
enemies. 

The Company are pretty well fecured 

againll 
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againft the departure from thefe ftipulations, 
on the part of the Javanefe princes, by 
being in the abfolute pofleffion of almoft all 
the provinces that border upon the fca, 
which have partly fallen to them by the 
fortune of war, and partly by ceflion from 
the emperor ; as a compenfation for which, 
they have to pay an annual fum of fifty 
thoufand Spanifh dollars, from which, how- 
ever, thirty thoufand are dedufted, for the 
charges of the detachment of European mi- 
litary, that attend the emperor at his court 
at Djolo, or Soweacarta. Thefe provinces 
have each their regent of their own nation, 
under the title of tommagong patti, who arc 
refpedively fubordinate to the feveral refi- 
dents. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Importance of Java to the Dutch Eajl-India Com- 
pany. •^Reflections on the Conduit of the Company 
f awards the native Princes — And towards their 
Javanefe Suhje^s. — Necejflty of Reform in theje 
Faints. 

From all that has preceded, the great 
importance of the ifland of favay to the Eaft- 
India Company, will have very evidently 
appeared. It is fertile in produ61ions, which 
have now, by the progreffive increafe of 
luxury in the world, become articles almoA 
of the firft neceffity, whereby this colony is 
adequate to bring as much, if not more, 
wealth into the coffers of the Company, 
than the fpice-iflands, which have hitherto 
been confidered as the chief means of the 
profperity, if not even effential to the ex^ 
iffcence, of that body. But ^ava can only 
hope to be equally precious with the fpice- 
iflands, by a change of circumflances, by 
cordial exertions to promote the cultivation 

of 
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of its highly fertile foil with indaftry and 
vigour, by cealing to depress and impo- 
verith the natives by conftant injuftice, 
and continual extortion, and by avoiding, 
in future, every fpecies of war, which, by- 
producing a ftill greater depopulation, would 
bring deiirudiion to the Indians, and ruin to 
the Company. 

The princes of the country, although ibve- 
rcign over their own fubjedts*^, are, never- 
thelcfs, the one more, and the other lefi^ 
vaffals of the Company ; and in fo far jub- 
jedted to them, that the mode of fucceffion 
to their thrones is regulated, and the heirs 
of their dignity are nominated, by the Com- 
pany. The difmemberment of the empire 
of the foeJoehoe7iam^ and the pofleffion of the 
feacoafts, render the Company lecure from 
that power, formerly fo redoubted, and 
from the confequences of fuch prejudicial 
engagements and alliances, as might be 


-*■ Yet, whenever the Company have judged it expedient, 
they have not hetitated to interfere in the internal government 
of thefe dependent princes: an inflance of this occurs in the 
laft chapter, where we are informed, that one of the princes of 
Cheribon was depofed by the Company, for mifcondu£t to- 
ivards his own fubiefts. T, 


entered 



[ 34 ] 

entered into, by the native princes, vi^ith 
European powers. And, although thofe 
princes bow themfelves with reluctance 
under the yoke that has been impofed upon 
them, yet they are wife enough to conhder, 
that, if they were even fortunate enough to 
difengage themfelves from their prefent 
bondage, their power has been fo broken by 
the depopulation of the country, that, freed 
from the Dutch Company, they would flill 
be obliged to yield to the firll foreign nation, 
that fliould have the inclination, and the 
ability, to eftablifh themfelves upon the 
ifland, and, perhaps, be reduced to a more 
cruel ftate of fervitude, than they now expe- 
rience under their aClual talkmafters ; of 
which they have a ftriking example before 
them, in the mogul empire. 

I am of opinion, therefore, that, if the 
government at Batavia Were to cherifh, 
protect, and favour, as much as poffible, the 
feveral princes of Java, giving them every 
indulgence in matters of fmall moment, 
without, however, lufFering any diminution 
of the power and influence that has been 
attained over them, thofe princes would fee 
the found policy, of rather maintaining the 

Company 
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Company in their pofifeffions on the ifland, 
than allowing them to be transferred to 
other hands, without oppofition on their 
part. 

If it be necelTary for the Company to 
attach thefe princes to them by the bands 
of political intered:, it is no lefs an objefl of 
importance for their welfare, and perhaps 
of neceffity to their lafety, that they equally 
aim at fecurino; the attachment to them of 
their Javanefe fubjeds ; by rendering their 
lives at lead fupportable to them, and oppo- 
fing and preventing the fhameful treatment 
and crying injuftice, which thefe poor peo- 
ple experience at the hands of the governor, 
refidents, and regents. The common Ja- 
vanefe are in an abfolute date of flavery; 
they are no more maders of what little they 
feem to polTefs, than an unconditional flave, 
who, together with all he has, belongs to 
the mader who has purchafed him, his 
labour, and his poderity, for money. The 
common Javan, is not only obliged, at fixed 
periods, to deliver a certain quantity of the 
fruits of his indudry to the regent placed 
over him, in behalf of the Company, for 
whatever price the latter choofes to allow 

him. 
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him, and that price, moreover, paid in 
goods, which are charged to him at ten 
times their real value ; but he likewlfe can- 
not confider what may remain to him as 
his own property, not being permitted to do 
with it what he may think fit, nor allowed 
to fell it to others, at a higher, or a lower 
rate ; and he is, on the contrary, compelled 
to part with this alfo, as well as what was 
claimed of him in behalf* of the Company, 
to the lame petty tjTant, for bimfelf, at an 
arbitrary, and frequently at an infamous 
price. The regents experience, in their 
turn, though, perhaps, in a lefs iniquitous 
degree, the oppreflion of the refidents; 
whilft in’the country of Jaccaira^ the com- 
rniffary for inland affairs a£ls the fame part, 
■in a no lefs unjuftifiable manner, under the 
immediate eye of the governor general, to- 
wards the native regents and common Ja- 
"vanefe in that province. 

The continually decreafing ftate of the 
population in which, from the year 

1738, to the prefent time (1777), has 
diminifhed more than one half, may, in 
my opinion, be attributed to the natural 
operation of this abjeft Hate of depreflion 

and 
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and fervitude, in which the common peo- 
ple of yava live, as well as to the ravages of 
a war of nearly twenty-five years, to which 
it has been the cuftom folely to afcribe 
it ; though this war, and the various civil 
commotions which have happened befides, 
have, undoubtedly, greatly contributed tc^ 
this confiderable wafte of the human Ipecies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Cbara^er of the favaneje. — 'Their Indolence, not 
merely the Rejult of Climate, hut alfo of the arbitrary 
Government. — Proved by, and contrajled with, the 
Jndujiry of the Chitiefe here. — Food of the Java- 
nefe. — Their Dwellings. — Houjehold Conveniences, 
— Ufual Period of Life. — Peculiar Difeafe. — Re- 
ligion. — Mofques. — Account of a famous Maufoleum 
near Cheribon. — Cuftoms of the Javanefe.— 
Laws refpebling Inheritance. — Their Afpearance, 
Drefs, ^c. 

T'hE Javanefe are faid to be of an indo- 
lent difpofition, and that much pains muft 
be taken to excite them to the performance 
of any labour. This is, in general, true of 
all the nations who inhabit the torrid zone, 
and who live under defpotic governments, by 
which they are deprived of their property, 
ii> an arbitrary manner. But would not 
this vice, which is reprefented as a national 
blemilh in the charafter of the Javanefe, 
be, in a great meafure, amended — would it 

not 
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not be removed, if arrangements were made, 
that to thefe miferable people might be left 
the property and uncontrouled dilpofition of 
only that portion of the fruits of their la- 
bour, M'hich might remain, after they have 
furnifhed to the Company the quantities 
and qualities required at their hands. Af- 
furedly, I flatter myfelf, th^t the befl; ef- 
fects would refult herefrom. The inhabi- 
tants of yava pofTefs, in common with all 
the reft of mankind, a natural and innate 
defire of having the free command and difi- 
pofal of their own property; and, like others, 
they would, to obtain this, fubmit to heavy 
labour, and be more induftrious, in proportion 
as they had the more certain profpedt of 
earning a property, and of fecurity in the 
polleffion and enjoyment of it. 

But now, deprived of the moft diftant 
profpefl, and not encouraged by any hope 
of bettering their fituation, they fit down 
fullenly contented, as it were, with the 
little that is left to them, by their defpo- 
tic and avaricious mafters j who, by this 
unwife, as well as unfeeling, condudl, ex- 
tinguilh every fpark of induftry, and plunge 

their 
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their fubjeifls into the gloom of hopelefs iii- 
adlivity. 

The climate, it is alleged, influences upon 
their difpofition, and compels them to a life 
of indolence. But does not the fallacy of 
this affertioa appear in the Chinefe who 
refide here ? Thefe inhabit the fame ifland, 
open their variegated Ihops next to the 
dwelling of the Jpanefe, and till with la- 
borious induftry the neglected foil around 
the wretched habitation of the native. In 
diligence, perfeverance, and manual labour, 
they furpafs many of the induftrious claiTes 
of the community in Europe. But they 
are comparatively unfliackled, and are free 
mailers of what they can earn by trade, or 
procure by agriculture, beyond the pecu- 
niary or other alfeiTments levied u])on them 
by the government. This encourages them 
readily ta-uridcrtakc the mod; laborious occu- 
pations, and diligently to perfevere in them, 
while they feel a rational hope of obtaining, 
in proper time, the reward due to their 
exertions. 

The Javanefe, therefore, podefiing nearly 
no certain property, are fatisfied with little 

The 
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The ufiial food of thofe who inhabit the 
level country, is rice, with a little fifli ; but 
thofe who dwell in the high land, and in 
the mountains, and who plant little or no 
rice, make ufe of a certain root, called 
tallas, which the earth affords them, and 
fome fait, which they make out of the afhes 
of wood. 

Their dwellings are little huts, generally 
conftru6led of bamboos, plaiftered with mud, 
and covered with atap, or other fimilar 
leaves. 

The conveniencies of houfhold furniture 
are unknown to them. The whole of the 
apparatus to be feen in their wretched ho- 
vels confifts of a kind of bedftead, two or 
three feet from the ground, made of bam- 
boos, one or two pots to boil their victuals 
in, a hollow block to pound their rice in, 
and a few cocoanutfhells for drinking vef- 
fels. 

Generally fpeaking, their period of life 
does not much exceed half a century j and 
few of them are found to attain to the as:e 
of threCfcore. 

They are fubje<5l to a fort of ulcers, which 
is a difeafe peculiar to the ifland, and to its 

in- 



[ 372 ] 

iuhabitantSj and which has thence received 
the denomination of the Java pox, from 
Europeans. It is a fort of lues, but of a lefs 
malignant nature. 

Their religion is that of Mamomed ; yet 
it is accompanied by many fuperftitious opi- 
nions and obfervances, retained from the 
religion of their idolatrous ancellors. In 
the interior, parts they have no abflradl ideas 
of religion, and can, indeed, form none, but 
fuch as arife immediately from the grofs 
obfervation of their fenfes. The mahome- 
dan religion was introduced into Java by 
the Arabians •*. 

* In the year 1406, Cheik Ibn Molana, otherwife called 
Ien Isbael, an Arabian, who had contributed to the propaga- 
tion of the mahomedan faith, at Acheen, Jchcr, and other places 
in the ealr, came to Java, and took up his abode near the 
place where afterv/ards the city of Cheribon was built : the Ja- 
'■antfe mahomedans look upon him as the founder of their reli- 
gion in the ifland ; but it appears from Valentyn, that the 
kings of Damak and PaJjang had been converted to mahomed- 
anifni, before the arrival of Cheik Ibn Molana, to whom 
tlie king of Domak gave hi-s daughter in marriage, and with 
her, as a portion, the country of Cheribon : the city of that 
name was built about the fame time, and Cheik Ibn Mola- 
na became boih a powerful fovereign, and a venerated apoftle 
of Iflamifm ; both the kings of Bantam, and the princes of 
Ch:ribon, derive their origin from him, and mahomedans, from 
all parts of perform pilgrimages to his tomb, as to that of 
caie of tlteir greateft faints. T. 


Their 
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Their mofqucs, or places of prayer, are 
dilperfed all over the country. The-y are 
moftly built of wood, and have neither ex- 
terior appearance, nor interior ornament, to 
recommend them to the curiofity of Grang- 
ers. Near Cheribon, however, I underGood 
that a very handiome molque was eredled 
near the grave of one of their faints 

They 

* The tomb, or maufoleum, of Cheik Ibn Molana, 
near Cberibon, with the mofque belonging to it, is d.’ferving 
of particular defcription. It may rank among the moft cu- 
rious and magnificent antiquities, not only of 2' but of 
the eali. It is called by excellence, aftana^ or the palace of 
the foefothcenam goenong djati (monarch of the mountain of 
djati-trees). It is a vail femicircular fpace, or amphitheatre, 
feemingly cut out of a rofk, the mountain of djati trees, 
and divided into five different areas, or courts, each rifing 
above the other, and communicating with fteps. The front 
is guarded by a row of pallifadoes ; beyond thefe there is 
a wall of about five feet high, faced with little white and 
painted Chinefe tiles, in the middle of which, feven fteps 
lead up to the firft court, which is the largeft and broadeft 
of the five, being one hundred feet in front ; on the wall 
are ranged nine fuperb, and inconceivably large, china 
vafes, with flowers, and two large trees grow on the left 
fide of this area. Another wall, exadily fimi'ar to the firft, 
divides this from the fecond court; at the foot of this wall 
ftand, on the right hand, fevep, and on the left hand fix, 
large and beautiful china vafes, with flowers; the afcent to 
the fecond court is by five fteps ; and upon the wall are placed, 
Oil each fide, four fimilar large china vafes, and eight tees 

arc 
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They do not byry their dead in coffins, 
as the Europeans or their Chinefe neigh- 
bours 


are planted in this court, fo difpofed that each vafe {lands 
between two trees, except on the left fide, where the irre- 
gularity is obfervable of two trees {landing together ; in this 
court, there are two handfome Javanefe houfes, intended 
for the reception of the princes, or great men, who may 
come upon a pilgrimage to this 4acred place : four china 
vafes, with flowers, are alfo placed in the upper part of this 
court, at the foot of the third wall. All thefe vafes are the 
gifts of fundry mahomedan princes, the kings of Bantam, 
Macajfer, Palembang, and others, who have, at various times, 
vifited the tomb. A neatly paved path leads quite acrofs 
the fecond court, to the entrance of the third, which is 
through a handfome gate, and up four fteps; but this court, 
which is much fmailer than the other two, and is guarded by 
a fimilar wall, has nothing in it. No chriflians are allowed 
to go higher than this place, although fome of the upper 
officers of the Company are faid to have penetrated as far 
as the fifth and laft court. There is no wall before the 
fourth, but merely an afcent by five fleps cut in the rock ; 
in this there is a magnificent moorilh temple, or mofque, 
with three roofs above each other, all decreafing in fize up- 
wards, and the area is planted with trees on each fide of the 
mofque. The afcent from this to the laft and fmalleft of 
the courts is, probably, likewife by fteps, but they are hidden 
by the mofque and trees in the fourth : this fartheft: and 
mod elevated area, feems to be only eight or nine paces 
broad on each fide, but it runs confiderably back, in a femi- 
circular fhape ; upon it appears nought but the tomb itfelf 
of the holy man ; this, by reafon of the great height and 
diftance, cannot be accurately defcribed ; it appears to be a 

handfome 
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hours do, but they fimply wrap them in a 
piece of white linen, and depofit them in 
the grave, placing two ftones upon it, one 
at the head, and one at the feet. They 
believe that thefe Hones are to ferve for 
feats to the two angels, who, after their 
death, examine into their condu6l, while in 
this world. 

The laws of yava determine the right 
of inheritance as follows : when a man dies, 
leaving a widow, a child, either fon or 
daughter, and a brother, his fubtlance is 
divided into eight equal fiiares ; the child 
receives four of them ; the widow, one ; 

handfome and lofty ftrufture, with a large arched gate ; and 
fome pretend to diftinguifli a profufion of gilding upon it. 
It is necelTary to obferve, that the whole is formed in a 
floping direftion, and that each court has a confideraole ac- 
clivity before reaching the entrance of the next, which ren- 
ders the feite of the tonib itfelf, verj’ elevated : thefe entrances 
are all clofed by little railed gates. Both the tomb, and the 
buildings appertaining to it, are kept in very inditrerent re- 
pair, and run to decay from day to day. This defc' .ption 
is dated in 1723, and is iuierted in Valent Vn’s work, vol. 
iv. pages 15 and 16 ; but though, in the lapfe of time, many 
things may have changed their appearance, ^et the grand out- 
lines of this ftupendous monument muft remain the iame, and 
are well worthy the enquiries and examination of future tra- 
vellers. T. 


and 
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and the brother, three. If the deceafed 
leave two, three, or four widows, then that 
lhare which is otherwife given to the one 
widow is divided, in equal portions, among 
all the claimants of the vidual inheritance, 
let the part that falls to each be ever fo 
fmall. If the deceafed have two, three, or 
more brothers, the fame is done with re- 
lpe6t to them, and the three-eighths which 
would have fallen to the fhare of one, is 
divided equally among them all, provided, 
however, that they be all fons of the fame 
father. 

Thefe laws, however, are fbmetimes de- 
parted from, when circumftances afford in- 
ducements to favour one of the heirs more 
than the others. 

Thus, the high priefls of the provinces 
of Patty and "^oana, certified to the refident 
of Joana, that they had fixed the fhare of 
the widow of a man, who had died there, 
at one-third part of the whole inheritance, 
and had divided the remaining two-thirds 
into eight portions, one of which they like- 
wife adjudged to the widow, four to the 
daughter of the deceafed, and three to his 
brother; giving as a reafon for this de- 
parture 
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parture from the ufual mode, that the wife 
had, by her own diligence and induftry, 
gained the greateil: part of the property thus 
left to be divided, and being therefore the 
occafion of the profperity of the family, 
ought to be the greateft lharer in the divifion 
of the eftate. 

The Javanefe are, in general, well fhaped, 
of a light brown colour, with black eyes and 
hair ; their eyes are more funk in the head 
than is generally obferved in the nations 
living fouth of the line ; they have flattilli 
nofes, and large mouths ; they are moftly 
thin, yet mufcular j a few corpulent men 
among them make no exception to this ge- 
neral defcription- The women, when young, 
have much fofter features than the men, 
but when they grow old imagination can 
not well conceive more hideous hags. 

The drefs of the men confifls of a pair 
of linen breeches, which fcarcely reach half 
way down their thighs, and over this, they 
wear a fort of fhirt, made of blue or black 
coarfe cotton cloth, which hangs loofe about 
them, down below the knees. The hair of 
the head is bound up in a handkerchief, in 
the form of a turban. 


The 
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The drefs of the women coiififts of a 
coarfe chintz cloth, wrapped twice round 
the body, and faftened under the breafts, 
hanging down to the midleg, or lower ; 
over this they wear a little fliort jacket, 
which reaches to the waift : thev have no 
covering to the head, but wear their hair 
bound in a fillet, and faftened at the back 
part of the head with large pins : they 
Ibmetimcs adorn their hair with chaplets of 
flowers. 

Children, both boys and girls, often run 
about entirely naked, till they are eight or 
nine years of age. 

What I have mentioned with refpedl to 
drefs, relates alone to the lower fort of Ja- 
vanefe ; the higher orders, and rich people, 
Avear much more coflly garments. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 


Batavia . — Its Situation. — Harbour . — Canals . — 
ills. — Cajlle. — Houjes, &c. — Inhabitants . — 
Revenues and Charges, &c. — CharaSler of the 
Inhabitants. — Mode of Living. — Miarriages . — 
Slaves. — treatment of them. — Their PaJJion for 
gaming — Net duly refrained. 

Batavia lies, according to the beft ob- 
fervations, in the fouth latitude of 6° 5'^ on 
the northern there of the empire of fac- 
catra, in the deepeft part of a bay which is 
formed by the points of Ontong, fava, and 
Crawang ; from which points, it lies, name- 
ly, from the former, about four Dutch 
miles foutheatl, and from the latter, about 
five miles fouthweft. Ten or twelve fmall 
iflands, at the diftance of from two to four 
leagues from the city, theltcr the bay from 
N.w. to N. by E. from the fwell of the fea ; 
the road is between a quarter and half a 
league from the city. The ground, upon 
which the city is built, bears evident marks 

of 
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of having been left, or thrown up, by the 
lea ; as is the cale with a great extent of 
the land fituated on each fide, the Ihore of 
which is almoll always foft mud, for a good 
way up, and which encreafes every year. 
Above, or to the fouth of the city, towards 
^anabang and Weltevreeden, the ground rifes 
by degrees, and the foil becomes firmer and 
drier the nearer you approach the moun- 
tains, which lie tv/elve or more Dutch miles 
inland. 

I have before mentioned, that Batavia re- 
ceives the greateft part of its water by the 
drain which has been made from the Se- 
dani, or river of Tangerang ; but neither is 
this, nor the water of the other rivers, 
which, communicating with the Mooker- 
vaart, is brought to the city, added to the 
great river of Jaccatra, that runs through 
the middle of it, altogether nearly fufficient 
to give a proper degree of circulation to the 
inner and outer canals of the city, whereby 
moft of them have only one or two feet 
water in the good monfoon, or dry feafon ; 
and in the crofs-canals, ’there is no current 
whatfoever perceptible ; and it is very pro- 
bable, that, if no greater force of backwater 


can 
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can be brought to aft upon them, many of 
both the longitudinal and the crofs-canals 
will, ere long, run perfeflly dry. 

The form of the city is an oblong fquare, 
longitudinally interfered by the great river. 
Its circumference, including the caftle, is 
about twelve hundred roods, or one Dutch 
mile ; the longefb lides, which lie in the 
direftion of s. by e. and N. by w. are- about 
three hundred, and the Ihorteft fidcs two 
hundred, roods in length. Belides the city- 
moats, which run entirely round, each di- 
vifion, on either fide of the river, has two 
canals, running parallel with the longeft 
fides, and interfedled, at right angles, by 
feveral ciofs-canals. 

The city is furrounded by a wall of coral- 
rock, ferving as a facing to the rampart 
behind it, which occupies but a very nar- 
row fpace of ground in many places. It 
is defended by twenty or one-and-twenty 
baftions, if the greater part of them may 
be fo called, as they are moftly of a fquare 
or femicircular fiiape, projecting beyond the 
curtains, which, with the wall itfelf, are 
built nearly perpendicular, and are in lb 
ruinous a condition, as to threaten to fall 
down cverv day, for which reafon no other 
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cannon are placed upon them but fuch as 
are very light, and intended only to fire ge- 
neral falutes. 

The caftle, which formerly lay by the 
feafide, but which is now, by the con- 
tinual encreafe of the mudbanks before it, 
full one hundred roods from the fea, Hands 
on the eaft bank of the river that divides 
the town into two parts ; it covers about 
two hundred roods of ground, and is a re- 
gular fquare fortrefa, with four baftions, built 
of rock-flone. For thefe regions it might 
be confidered as a tolerably ftrong fortifi- 
cation, were it not full of buildings within- 
lide, that muft obftruft, if not render im- 
pradlicable, the defence of it. Befides this. 
Governor General van Imhof has ren- 
dered it entirely ufelefs as a citadel, by 
breaking down the curtain v hich formerly 
connedled the two baftions, looking towards 
the city, in order to make a roomy efpla- 
nade before the government-houfe, and the 
other buildings in the caftle ; indefenfible, 
therefore, on that fide, whoever is in pofTef- 
fion of the eaHern part of the city, is equally 
mailer of the caftle. 

I fhall not detain my readers with a further 
defeription of the city, as I have given fome 

particulars 



C 383 ] 

particulars refpedting it in the account of 
my former voyage j and many others have 
publifhed more ample defcriptions of it, which 
are accurate enough to afford a tolerable good 
idea of the 'place. 

Befldes the public buildings, the following 
number of houfes, of all defcriptions, large 
and fmall, are found here, viz. 

in the city itfelf, .... 2,44a houfes 

in the fouthern fuburb, . . . 559 

out of the Rotterdam or Ansjol-gzle, . . 73a 

out of the Utrechi-gtitCf . . . 760 

and in the Chinefe campon, which may be 
conlidered as a fuburb, . . . 1,277 

fo that Batavia and its fuburbs, contain, in aJl, 5,770 houfes. * 

The 

* We fufpcft a miftak" in this ftatement, which feems 
copied, with a difference of 1000 houfes, from Valenttn’s 
account; which is as follows: 

in the city 67-! Urge ? 

564 Imail 3 

997 Ch nefe d tto 

203 Dutch ditto, tenanted by Chinefe.— In all . 2,443 


and out of the city, 


arrack 

large 

frrall 

Ch'ncfc 

total. 

houfes. 

Dutch ho. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


at the JVffiy-gatc, 6 

62 

181 

309 

55 ? 

at tnc D yi-gate, I 

7 

33 

236 

277 

at the RonerJam~g2t€f 5 

120 

501 

jo6 

73 i 

at the O 

27 

>35 

589 

751 

coach-houTcs, 

• 



9 

13 

316 

850 

1,240 

2,328 


in ail, \vithout the city, 2,328 

tolal 4,770 
and 
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The number of the inhabitants were, iii 
the year 1768, viz. 


European free merchants and women, . 1,652 perfons* 

Native chriftians 4 ? 57 i 

Slaves, 8,866 


all the fervants of the Company, exclufive 
of thole who are upon the illands of Onrujl, 
Edam^ &c. and the other outpofts of Bata- 


4,000 

total in the city and fuburbs, 19,089 perfons. 


It is further calculate! that, in the outer town, 
within the outpofts of Ansjol, Ankee, Nourd- 
•wyi. and Ryf-wy^., as well in their campon 
as elfewhere, there are Chinefe, . . . 30,00c 

native chriftians, out of the .(^«^'o/-gate, . 10,000 

Moors out of the Z 7 /ffr.&/-gate, .... 1,000 

Javanefe, difpeifed in eighteen campons, 

within the outpofts, 30,000 

making altogether the number of . 91,089 * 

Among 

and this account rppeared to the gentlemen who were there in 
1769, in the Endeavour, to be greatly exaggerated, efpecially 
with refpeft to the number of houfes within the walls. Huy- 
sET.s ftates the number of houfes in Batav.a to be 3,500, but 
does not add whether he includes the fuburbs. In 1778, there 
W'ere, in the neighbourhood of Batavia, fixty brickkilns, 
thirty-four tilekilns, eighteen limekilns, feven manufaftories 
of earthen w'are, tw'enty arrack diftilleries, and aboutfeventy 
fugarmills. T. 

* From the more particular ftatements of Huysers, we 
can form a better idea of the number of inhabitants, and the 
diverfity of nations, forming the population of this metro- 
polis of the eaft. He informs us, that, in 1778, the numbered 

inhabitants 
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Among the abovementioned Europeans, 
are likewife comprehended the pofterity of 

Europeans 

inhabitants of Batavia were as follow, viz. 4'68 Euro- 
pean burghers, 5,583 native chriftians, 4,873 niardykers, or 
manumitted flaves of all nations, 33,309 Chinele, 289 Am- 
boynefe, 378 Bandanefe, 966 Moors, 254 Gentoos, 1,853 Ma- 
lays, 334 Boutonners, 1,983 Macaflers, 3,707 Bouginefe, 104 
Timorefe, 189 Mandharefe, eighty-five Sunibauwers, 13,073 
Baliers, 33,408 Javans, and 30,072 (laves; making, in all, 
310,816, exclufive of Women and children, and of the Com- 
pany’s fervants. The Company’s eftablilhment of Batavia 
confided in 1776-1777 of 613 perfons in civil, and thirty- 
five in eccleliaftical, employments, ninety-nine furgeons and 
affiftants, 135 belonging to the artillery, 875 feamen and 
marines, 1,571 foldiers, and 903 mechanics; in all, 4,231 Eu- 
ropeans, befides 703 natives in their fervice. The important 
revenues arifing from the import and export duties, &c. and 
the valuable produdlions which the country around it affords, 
might induce the fuppofition, that Batavia, or rather the 
colony of Jaccatra, for that is the account in the books of the 
Company, to which all that relates lo Batavia is carried, were 
adequate to its own fupport ; yet this is far from being the 
cafe. Batavia is the metropolis of the Dutch Indian poffef- 
fions; it is the feat of their government ; a large ganifon is 
conftantly maintained in it ; mod of the Company’s diips 
touch here, both outward and homeward-bound ; their 
cargoes are landed and (hipped; all recruits are received, 
maintained, and paid here ; in diort, almod all the charges of 
the marine and military edablidiment of the Company, are 
carried to the account of Batavia-, and it cannot, thei efore, be 
but that a confiderable balance mud appear every year againd 
it. The famous Mossel, it is true, in his MemoriaJ of 
Economy, maintains, that Batavia might be rendered a feurce 
VOL. lit. oi 
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Europeans born here, and of thefe, the moft 
conhderable number are women *. 

Both the free merchants, or burghers, and 
the Company’s fervants, who arc natives of 
Europe, are compofed of all the different 
nations who inhabit that quarter of the globe. 
The feweflj in number, are Dutch ; and the 
moft, Germans. 

of great revenue to the Company, even after defraying all 
thefe charges. Taking, as a bafis, the books of the year 175a, 
he formed a calculatory ftatement, making the profits and re- 
venues of Batavia amount to /.5, 300, 000, and the charges to 
y.a, 800,000 per annum, leaving a yearly furplus of f.^00,000 
(about 45,454/, fterling). But the books have not been 
clofed fo favourably fince his time: in 1767, indeed, a 
favourable balance appeared of /".ay 3,330 (about 21,212 !.) ; 
but in the peacefal year 1779, the colleftivc receipts amounted 
to/. 1,820,327, and the charges to /.2, 384,930, or/.564,6o3 
(about 51,327/.), more than the receipts, which is vaftly dif- 
ferent from the calculations of Mossel. T . 

* There are not many women at Batavia that were born in 
Europe, but the white women, who are by no means fcarce, 
are defcendents from European parents, of the third or fourth 
generation, the gleanings of many families who have fuccef- 
fively become extinft, in the male line; for it is certain, that, 
whatever be the caufe, this climate is not fo fatal to the ladies, 
as to the other fe.x. The female Europeans, at Batavia, feldom 
expofe thetr.felves to the heat of the fun, make frequent ufe of 
the cold bath, and live more temperately than the men, which 
may I'e the reafons of their fuffering lefi, from the infalubrity 
of the ciiirace. T. 
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The various opinions and habits which 
have been imbibed, by the different modes of 
education, and manners of life, of fo many 
individuals, from fo many different countries, 
are here all obliterated, or blended into the 
fingle paffion of amalfing riches, which feems 
to be their being’s end and aim” ; and to 
attain this objeff, they leave no mep.ns un- 
tried that lie in their power. With whatever 
ideas of virtue or honefty, they may ftcp 011 
fliore, they can fcarcely be faid to have paffed 
the threfhold of their firff abode, before thofe 
unfuitable notions are difmilfed from their 
minds * : there are very few who refift the 
temptations that affail them, and who do not 
deviate from the paths of integrity. And yet 
there are very few who, although they have 
facrificed every conlideration, for the fake of 
the objefl of their unwearied purfuit, attained 
the wlfhed-for goal, and acquire lufficicnt 
wealth, to fatisfy their defire of riches ; dif- 

* OviNGTON, a traveller of the laft century, relates a: a 
somnion proverbial faying in his time, that, “ thofe who 
“ fail from Europe to India, leave their confcienres on this 
“ fide of the Ca/e ; and in returning thence to Europe, they 
“ leave their confciences on the other fide of the Carjc.’’ So 
that, except in doubling the Ca-v, an Eaft indian was not 
fuppofed to have any confcience at all. 7'. 


appointed. 
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appointed, therefore, in their expedlations, 
difcontented with their fituation, and diffatif- 
fied with themfelves, they fall into a ftate of 
melancholy and dejedlion, which, added to 
the influence of a noxious climate upon their 
health, and the want of their cuftomary 
viands, exhaufts their animal fpirits, and 
renders them a prey to the death that alone 
extinguhhes their boundlefs luft of wealth. 

Moll of the people who live here, and everts 
many rich ones, who, it might be fuppofed, 
had attained the fummit of their wilhes, have 
fomething in their countenances expreffive of 
difeontent and dejeclion, and which feems a 
certain fign, that all is not right within. 
The climate, may, undoubtedly, contribute 
much to this appearance ; the animal fpirits 
do not flow in that free circulation, nor do 
the powers of the mind polTefs that ftrength 
and elafticity, which animate the human 
frame, and give energy to the exertions of 
the foul, in more temperate climes. I have 
experienced this myfelf ; and I have found 
that I did not here poflefs that flow of fpirits, 
and chearfulncfs of difpofition, which I was 
feldom without in other countries. This is 
not all ; for, after a fhort refidence in this 

debilitating 
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debilitating atmofphere, a ftate of languor, 
and love of inailivity, is fbon feen to over- 
come all the adlive powers of the mind, and, 
occafioningr a total ne2:le61: of exercife, ruins 
the conftitution, and fuperinduces an abfolute 
repugnance to every kind of occupation. 
The only refource for thofe who are in this 
ftate of liftlelTnefs, approaching to torpidity, 
is, to feek for fome relief by company, and 
to endeavour to kill the heavy hours, as they 
pafs, in the moffc frivolous manner : fmoak- 
ing of tobacco, a little uninterefting and ufe- 
lefs converlation, drinking, and card-playing^ 
form thefum of their amufements ; and hav- 
ing, in this manner, fpent the day and part of 
the night, they rife the next morning, utterly 
at a lofs how to pafs the many tedious hours 
of the day they enter upon ; and devoid of all 
inclination for reading, either for amufement 
or inftruftion, they are compelled to go the 
fame dull round, and are only follcitous to 
make choice of fuch ways of killing time, as 
interfere the kail with their beloved Hate of 
motionlcfs repofe. 

That happy focial intercourfe, tempered 
by friendlhip, and foftened by love, which is 
the refult of a rational nuptial connexion, is 

little 
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little feen or known here* Moft marriages 
are made with the fordid views of obtaining 
riches, or fecuring preferment ; and the few 
matrimonial engagements, that are entered 
into on account of perfonal qualifications, 
afford inftances of alienation in a very Ihort 
time after the hymenial knot has been tied : 
this is greatly caufed by the erroneous edu- 
cation which parents here give to their chil- 
dren, but more efpecially to their daughters. 
I have, in the account of my former voyage, 
enlarged on this fubjedl, and likewife reljpeft- 
ing the manner of living, difpofition, drels, 
6ic. of the Europeans of Baiavia, both men 
and women, and it is therefore fuperfluous 
for me to fay more, on thofc points, in this 
place. 

There is another circumftance, which does 
not a little contribute to render the domeftic 
lives of the inhabitants of Batavia difagree- 
able, or unhappy ; this is the fervice of 
flaves j which, as no European fervants can 
be procured, or are allowed to be kept, has 
become a neceflary evil. Every year full 
three thoufand of both fexes are brought to 
Batavia, as well from the coaft of Malabar, 
Bengal, Sumatra, and other parts, as from 

Celebes ; 
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Celebes ; from which laft place, however, the 
greateft number are imported. A duty of 
twelve rixdollars * per head, is paid upon 
all flaves who enter Batavia for the tirft time, 
excepting upon thofc, who are brought by 
the commanders of veflels, from the places 
where the flaves come from, on their own 
account j and which, with refpedf to the 
fhips coming from Celebes or Macajfer^ is 
fixed to the number of twelve flaves, who 
are permitted to be brought at one time, 
without paying any duty upon them. 

They are employed in every kind of do- 
meftic and menial fervice, in which they are 
inftruded by thofe who have been longer in 
the family, or have had opportunities of im- 
provement j and they become, in time, good 
cooks, taylors, coachmen, &c. and do not 
yield, in their acquired qualifications, to the 
befl of European fervants. They experience, 
in general, better ufage, at the hands of their 
mafters, than what the negro flaves in the 
Wefl-Indies meet with from the colonifts ; 
although inftances fometimes likewife occur 
here, of barbarity and inhumanity in the 

* About forty-feven {hillings fterling. T. 
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treatment of them ; but thefe are not fre- 
quent, and thofe who are guilty of fuch con- 
dudl, feldom fail of meeting their due reward, 
and are generally murdered, or poifoned, by 
their exalperated flaves ; or elfe the {laves run 
away from their mafters, who thereby lofe 
a valuable property, and are punifhed in 
their purfes. When the haves are well 
treated, they poffefs fidelity enough, and con- 
fidence may be repofed in them, provided 
they do not carry their pafiion for gaming, 
to which they are exceedingly addifted, to 
excefs; for if they have once abandoned 
themfelves to this infatuating vice, they not 
only play till they lofe all they may have of 
their own, but likewife all they can lay their 
hands on belonging to their mafters, continu- 
ally flattering themfelves with the idle hope 
of retrieving their former Ioffes by a lucky 
throw of the dice ; in which they are, gene- 
rally, miferably deceived ; for the Chinefe, 
who are here accuftomed to keep gaming- 
houfes, and among other games of hazard, 
one denominated top-tables, are too great 
adepts in the art, and much too cunning for 
the poor flaves, to allow of their regaining 
what they may have loft. 


It 
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It cannot eafily be conceived why the fa- 
preme government do not put a ftop to theic 
baneful proceedings, by prohibiting, or de- 
ftroying, thofe dangerous haunts of gamefterft 
and fharpers, which are the caufes of the 
feduftion and ruin of the largeft part of the 
flaves in the city ; for it is the officers of 
juftice of the municipal government, that 
fare the beft by them, receiving from the 
keepers of the garrting-houfes, a monthly 
conlideration for, their protection and con- 
nivance*; whence it happens, that thele 
officers will never receive, or attend, to 
any complaints, which may be made to 
them of the feduCtion of the (laves, on the 
part of their owners : even the confeffion of 
the (lave himfelf, who has loft all his own, 
and his mafter’s property that he could get 
at, and the teftimony of the mafter, who 
has found his (lave at the gaming-table, do not 
fuffice to procure the conviction or punilh- 
ment of the Chinefe, if the latter merely 


* The ofEcers, who have the controul over the Chinefe 
gaming'houfes, are required to pay to the Company, as a 
confideration for the profits they make by them, a monthly 
contribution of 3,ioorixdoUars, or upwards of 8000 fterling 
per annum. T, 
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perfifts in fwearing that he never faw the 
flavc in his houfe : ** I can do nothing in the 
bufinefs ; the Chinefe, you hear, denies it,’* 
is the only anfwer, and the only fatisfadion, 
that can, in luch cafes, be 'obtained from 
the executor of the law, as I have rayfelf ex- 
perienced. 

What, however, is the moft difagrceable 
circumftancc attending a refidence at Bata~ 
•ata^ is the infalubrity of the climate, and 
the great degree of mortality which prevails 
there, efpecially among tranfient vifitors, or 
people that firft arrives this is apparent to 
fuch a degree, that the Englifh, who circum- 
navigated the globe (1768-1770), and had 
experienced almoft every viciHitude of cli- 
mate, declared that Batavia was not only 
the moft unhealthy place they bad feen, but 
that this circumftance was a fufficient defence 
or prefervative againft any hoftile attempts, 
as the troops of no nation would be able to 
withftand, nor would any people in their 
fenfes, without abfolute neceffity, venture 
to encounter this peftilential atmofphere. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Caufes of the Unhealthinejs of Batavia.-— 
banks thrown up by the Sea, — Morajfes — Fami^ 
liarity of the Inhabitants with Difeaft and Death. 
— IVant of Circulation in the Canals. — Dejerted 
and untenanted Houfes. — Depreciation in the Value 
of Houjes. — Other Caufes, originating in Europe, 
applied to explain the great Mortality at Bata- 
via. — Periods when the Number of Deaths fuc- 
cejftvely encreafed. — Regijler of the Deaths in the 
Hojpitals, is’c. — Comparative and calculatory State- 
ment refpeSling the Number of Men lojl by the 
Company every Year. 


Sound reafon, and the united experience 
of ages, have incontrovcrtibly demonftrated, 
that low, fwampy land, fuch as has been 
abandoned, or thrown up, by the waves of 
the fea, and countries overgrown with trees 
and underwood, are all extremely unhealthy, 
and frequently fatal, to the greateft propor- 
tion of their inhabitants. And the inlalu- 
brity of the air has been found to augment, 
or decreafe, in proportion as the habitations 
of mankind have been placed nearer to, or 

farther 
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farther from, moraffes, or ftagnant waters, 
or woods, which,, by their, proximity, pre- 
vent the noxious exhalations from being 
dilEpatcd by a free circulation of air. 

All thefe caufes of difeafe and death com- 
bine, in-a greater or lefs degree, their bane- 
ful influence, to, render Batavia one of the 
moft unwholefome fpots upon the face of 
the globe. 

They make their appearance throughout 
all the neighbouring foreland ; and from the 
point of Ontong Java, on one fide, to two 
leagues beyond Ansjol, on the other, where 
the firm fandy beach commences, a difmal 
fucceffion of flinking mudbanks, filthy bogs, 
and ftagnant pools, announce to more fenfes 
than one, the poifonous nature of this dread- 
ful climate. 

Along this fhore, the fea throws up all 
manner of filth, llime, mollufca, dead fifh, 
mud, and weeds, which, putrifying with the 
utmofl rapidity, by the extreme degree of 
heat, load and infedl the air with their of- 
fenfive miafmata. This aggregation of mud 
and putrifadlion, receives a more peculiar 
encreafe during the bad or weft monfoon, 
than at another time ; and the conftant pro- 
longation 
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longation of the pierheads of the river, 
Goiitributes alio a lhare towards this accre- 
tion. The mudbaiiks, thus recently thrown 
up, are foon covered with I'uch bulhes and 
fhrubs as are proper to moralTes, whereby 
frelh fupplies of mud and filth are caught 
and retained, and the accretion and noxious 
exhalations are augmented and ftrengthened, 
while the northwell winds convey the whole 
of the putrid effluvia to the city. 

Near Batavia are likewife found feveral 
very low trads, elpecially to the well; of the 
city, which, although they lie far enough 
from the fea, not to be fubjedl to be inundated 
by it, yet, by the continual and heavy rains 
which fall in that feafon of the year, often 
fland under water ; and even include in their 
circuit, fwamps covered with high trees, 
which augment the corruption of the atmof- 
phere, by their fouleft vapours 

All 

* It is not ftrange that the inhabitants of fuch a country 
fiiould be familiar with difeafe and death. Preventive medi- 
cines are taken almoft as regularly as food, and every body 
expefts the returns of ficknefs, as we do the feafons of t\ic 
year. In the words of a late intelligent and polilhed travel- 
ler, “ the European fettlers at Batauia commonly appear wan, 
“ weak, and languid ; as if labouring with the ‘ difeafe of 
“ death.’ Their place of refidence, indeed, is fituated 

in 
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All this would, alone, be fufEcient to render 
'Batavia a moll unwholefome place of abode, 

and 

in the midfl of fWartps and ftagnated pools, whence they 
are every morning fainted with ‘ a, congregation of foul and 
peltilentia] vapours,’ whenever the fea-breeze fets in, and 
blows over this inorafs. The meridian fun raifes from the 
(hallow and muddy canals, with which the town is inter- 
“ fedted, deleterious miafmata into the air ; and the trees, 
“ with which the quays and ftrects are crouded, emit noxious 
‘‘ exhalations in the night. There are few examples of 
ftrangers remaining in Batavia long, without being at- 
tacked by fever, w'hich is the general denomination, in 
“ that place, for illnefs of every kind. The diforder, at firft, 
“ is commonly a tertian ague, w'hich, after two or three pa- 
*' roxyfms, becomes a double tertian, and then a continued 
" remittent, that frequently carries off the patient in a ftiort 
" time. The Peruvian bark is fcldom prefcribed in any 
*' ftage of the difeafe; or is given in fuch fmall quantities, as 
« to be produdive of little benefit. The chief, or rather the 
" foie, medicine adminiftered, is a foluti n of camphor in 
“ fpirit of wine. The praditioners of phyfic, at Batavia, 
“ where the prefence of the mofl ikilful ceitainly is necelTary, 
“ not having had the advantages of a medical education, are 
" fatisfied, as to theory, with confidering the nature of the 
« fever as being to rot and corrupt the human frame ; and, 
as to pradice, that camphor being the moft powerful anti- 
“ feptic known, it is proper to trull to it, by a rule more 
“ fimple even than Molieke’s, and to exhibit it in every 
« variety and period of the complaint. The intermittent 
" fever does not, however, always prove fatal j but conti- 
“ nues, in fome inftances, even for many yeais; and the pa- 
tient becomes fo familiarized to it, as fcarce.y to think it a 
“ difeafe, attending, in the intervals of its attack, to his 

“ affairs 
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and the mortality greater here, than at any 
other fpot of the Company’s pofleffionsi 
but to thefe, more than adequate caufes, 
which occur in the environs and fituation of 
the city, may be added another no lefs pre- 
judicial, namely, the prefent interior ftate of 
the town itfelf, whereby the deftruitive un- 
healthinefs of the climate is carried to the 
very pinnacle of corruption. 

affairs, and mixing in fqciety. A gentleman in that pre- 
“ dicament, converfing upon the nature of the climate, ob- 
“ ferv-ed, that, in faft, it was fatal to vaft numbers of Euro- 
“ peans who came to fettle there ; that he loft many of his 
" friends every year; but, for his part, he enjoyed excellent 

health. Soon after, he called for a napkin to wipe his 
“ forehead, adding, that this was his fever-day; he had a 
“ (hocking fit that morning, and ftill continued to perfpire 
“ profufely. Upon being reminded of his late afiertion of 
“ being always healthy, he replied, he was fo, with excep- 
“ tion of thofe fits, which did not prevent him from being 
“ generally very well ; that he was confeious they would de- 
“ ftroy him by degrees, were he to remain in the country long, 
“ but that he hoped his affairs would enable him to leave it 
“ before that event was likely to take place. It is fuppofed, 
“ that of the Europeans of all clafies, who come to fettle in 
‘‘ Batavia, not always half the number furvive the year. 
“ The place refembles, in that refpeft, a field of battle, or a 
“ town befieged. The frequency of deaths renders familiar 
“ the mention of them, and little figns are fliewn o emotion 
“ and furprife, on hearing that the companion of yefterday is 
“ to-day no more.” When an acquaintance is faid to be 
dead, the common reply is, “ Well, he owed me nothing,” 
or “ 1 muft get my money of his executors.” T. 
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Two principal caufes are to be met with 
within the city, and a great part of its in- 
falubrity is, in my opinion, to be afcribed to 
them, namely, the little circulation of water 
in the canals which interfeft it, and the 
diminution of the number of its inhabitants. 
The former is occafioned by the river, which 
formerly conveyed moft of its water to the 
city, being now greatly weakened by the 
drain, which has been dug, called the Slok~ 
baan, which receives its water from the high 
land, and carries it away from the city, fo 
that many of the canals run almoft dry, in 
the good monfoon * The latter derives its 

origin 

* The fbgnant canals, in the dry feafon, exhale an intoler- 
able llench, and the trees, planted along them, 'impede the 
Cpurfeof the air, by which, in fotnedegree, the putrid effluvia 
would be diffipated. In the wet feafon the inconvenience is 
equal, for then thefe refervoirs of corrupted water overflow 
their banks in the lower part of the town, and fill the lower 
ftoriesof the houfes, where they leave behind them an incon- 
ceivable quantity of flime and filth : yet thefe canals are 
fometimes cleaned ; but the cleaning of them is.fo managed, 
as to become as great a nuifance as the foulnefs of the water; 
for the black mud that is uken from the bottom is fuffered to 
lie upon the banks, that is, in the middle of the llreet, till it 
has acquired a fufficient degree of hardnefs to be made the 
Uding of a boat, and carried away. As this mud confills 
chiefly of human ordme, which is regularly thrown into the 

canals 
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origin from the decay of trade, which was 
formerly fo flourilhing in this place, that 
there ufed to be fcarcely a poffibility of pro- 
curing a houfe within the walls of the city } 
at prefent, on the contrary, .thofe houfes 
in which anciently the greateft merchants 
dwelt, theii' countinghoufes, \vhere they 
carried on their bufinefs, and the warehoufes, 
which received their immenfe flocks of mer- 
chandize, are now either deferted and un- 
tenanted, or changed into (fables, or coach- 
houfes. The ruined fquare, the Lepel, or 
Spoon-ftreet, and other parts of the lower 
town, afford the moff vifible teffimony of 
this decay. 

The buildings remaining thus uninhabit- 
ed, and uncleanfed, fpeedily contradt, in this 
low, warm, and marfhy place, an infedfious 
and foul air, and contaminate even the houfe-s 
that are adjoining; and that this both caufes 

canals every morning, there fcarcely being a nece/Tary- 
houfe in the whole town, it poifons the air, while it is drying, 
to a confiderable extent. Even the running ftreams become 
nuilances in their turn, by the negligence of the people ; for 
every now and.then a dead hog, or a dead horfe, is ftranded 
upon the (hallow parts, and it being the bufinefs of no par- 
ticular perfon to remove the nuifance, it is negligently left to 
time and accident. T. 
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and augments the unhealthinefs of the place, 
is evident from the circumftancc, that the 
mortality is greater in the lower town, or on 
the north fide, than in the other parts of the 
city that are more fully inhabited. 

The cafile, which is now efteemed the 
moft unhealthy part of the whole place, ufed, 
thirty and more years ago, not to be more 
fo than any other fpot around it ; but at 
that time the buildings in it, which are ap- 
propriated for the governor general, and for 
the firlf fervants of the Company, were in- 
habited by them ; thefe Hand at prefent 
empty, are ncgledled, choaked with dirt, 
and running to decay; the poor office-clerks, 
who have not the means of procuring an- 
other abode, and are compelled, therefore, to 
dwell in thofe buildings eredled for them in 
the cafile, arc the vidtims. The military, 
who are, for the moll: part, quartered in the 
barracks built for them, and the people be- 
longing to the marine department, who 
refide upon, or near, the admiralty- wharf, 
which is opponte to the caftle, are no lefs 
expofed. 

Mofl; people, not latisfied with having left 
the lower town, in order to go and live 

higher 
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higher up, have abandoned the city alto- 
gether, and rcfide in gardens without the 
walls *, and as far removed from the town, 
as their circumflances, or the employments 
which they have to attend to in the city, 
will allow them ; letting; their houfes in the 
city Aland empty, or occupying them only for 
a thort time of the year, and no longer than 
is abiblutely neceflary. This goes on en- 
creafing from year to year, and will proba- 
bly, in the lapfe of time, jjioduce the total 
abandonment and ruin of Batavia. The 
amazing depreciation in the value of houfes, 
is but too clear a proof of this afiertion ; 
fuch as twenty-five or thirty years ago, fold 

* The Dutch, who are fo fond of gardens in Holland, 
have transferred that tafte, where it can, certainly, be cul- 
tivated with more fuccefs, and indulge it to a great extent, at 
their houfes a little wzy hom Batavia but hill w ithin that 
fenny diftriff, concerning which, an intelligent gentleman on 
the fpot ufed the ftrong expreflion, that the air was peftilen- 
tial, and the water poifonous. Yet the country is every where 
fo verdant, gay, and fertile; it is inteifperfed with fuch mag- 
nificent houfes, gardens, avenues, canals, and drawbridges; 
and is fo formed in every refpeft to pleafe the eye, could health 
be preferved in it, that a youth coming juft from fea, and en- 
raptured with the beauty of every objedt he faw around him, 
but mindful of the danger there to life, could not help ex- 
claiming, “ What an excellent habitation it would be for 
“ immortals!” T. 


for 
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for fixteen hundred, or two thoufand rixdol- 
lars, would not, when I was laft there, fetch, 
at mold, one quarter of that fum, 

I have here pointed out the chief caufes 
of the greater inlalubrity of Batavia, than 
any other place under the fame parallels. 
But yst I think it wrong to afcribe folely to 
thefe the amazing mortality among the Eu- 
ropeans who come hither. There are other 
caufeSj which are independent of Batavia 
and its ciim.ate, which contribute greatly to 
this mortality. Thefe 1 Ihould chieny con- 
fider as originating in Europe, fince it is cer- 
tain, that the fnpplies of men arriving in the 
Indies from Europe, have not, r"br feveral 
Tears paid, been found to bring with them 
thofe healthy conftltutions, which they did 
half a century ago. The continual encreaf- 
ing dearnefs of provifions in Europe, fince 
the year 1740, has, as is naturally the cafe, 
mold affefted the loweld dalles of focietv 
who have, in confequence, been obliged to 
take up with coarfer and lefs nourifhing 
food, which muld undeniably have a propor- 
tionate prejudicial effedd upoi their animal 
frame. Thefe, for no other fort of people, 
a very few excepted, take fervice with rhe 

Company, 
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Company, when conveyed on board of the 
fhips, deteriorate their conftitutions, which 
have been already fundamentally fhaken, by 
the hardfliips which accompany a fea life, 
the clofe and narrow places where they are 
lodged, and the melancholy with which mod 
of them are attacked, on account of leaving 
their native country. 

j 

Arriving thus at Batavia, the mod un- 
wholefomc fpot that could be pitched on, 
with a broken conditution, which has re- 
ceived new fhocks from their long voyage, 
it can fcarcely be expefted, when to this 
is added, a fcanty and infipid diet, to which 
they are unaccudomed, confiding of rice 
and fome dried fidi, together wdth the ex- 
treme plenty and cheapnefs of fruit, and the 
eafy accefs to drong liquors, that they fhould 
long furvive the fatal moment when they 
fird fet foot on this dangerous fhore. This 
is fo far as it regards thofe who have en- 
gaged as foldiers. 

But it is not only from the military, that 
the muder- rolls of death are 1 welled : the 
lame mortality likewife takes place among 
the feafaring part of the Company’s fervants; 
yet the above is not fo much, in every re- 

Iped, 
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fpe<a;, applicable to thofe who are really 
feamen, and having from their youth been 
bred up to the profeffion, have, in general, 
fubfifted upon better food, and have acquired 
a more hardy temperament, but, with re- 
fpedl to thofe who are merely nominal lailors, 
and who have never before flood upon a 
deck, who conftitute the greateil number of 
the mariners in the employ of the Company, 
thefe, I fay, mud be looked upon as on an 
equality with the foldiers. 

Thus, when it is faid that the mortality 
is general, both in the military and marine 
departments of the Company’s eftablifh- 
ment, it mad be confidered, that the greated: 
number of the individuals engaged in the 
fea-fervice, confid of fuch as differ from the 
military, upon their fird coming on board, 
in nothing than in name. Many years ago, 
a fufficieiit number of able feamen could be 
procured, not to be compelled to have re- 
courfc to lundfmen for filling up a fhip’s 
complement ; but, ever fince the year 1740, 
the many naval wars, the great encreafe of 
trade and navigation, particularly in many 
countries, where formerly thefe purfuits were 
little attended to, and the confequent great 

and 
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and continual demands for able feamen, both 
for Ihips of war, and for merchantmen, 
have fo confiderably diminhhed the fnpply 
of them, that, in our own country, where 
there formerly ufed to be a great abundance 
of mariners, it is now, with great difficulty 
and expence, that any veffel can procure a 
proper number of able hands to navigate 
her. 

Many people, who have never vifited the 
countries between the tropics, and are too 
apt to credit the mifreprelentations of tra- 
vellers, have been led to believe, that excef- 
live heat is the caufe of the unhealthinefs of 
Batavia ; but the healthinefs of many other 
countries, where the fame degree of heat 
prevails, is proof enough of the contrary. 
At Surat, and in Bengal, which arc cfteemed 
the moft falubrious parts of India, I have 
more than once found the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit rife above ioo° in the months 
of March and April, while at Batavia I have 
feldom feen it higher than 90°, and gene- 
rally below that point ; which is a degree of 
heat that is not unufual even in our own 
country : and this is moreover confiderably 
mitigated by the refrefhmg land and fea- 

breezes. 
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breezes, returning alternately at ftated hours 
ill regular rotation ; the fea-brceze begins 
about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and 
blows the ftrongeft from two to five o’clock 
in the afternoon, while at eight or nine 
o’clock in the evening, the land-wind com- 
mences, and continues throughout the night, 
and till feven or eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing. 

The intermediate calms, however, takina: 
place before thefe breezes relieve each other, 
are not wholefome. The ftasnation of the 
atmofphere at thofe times, and efpecially in 
the evening, before the land-wind begins to 
blow, and when the vapours exhaled during 
the heat of the day hang low over the earth, 
is hurtful to refpiration, and the evening-air 
is, in confequence, more efpecially pernicious 
at Batavia. Yet many of the inhabitants 
are, neverthelefs, accuflomed to fit out of 
doors in the evening, becaufe the warmth 
within fuipafies that without. 

There may, perhaps, be other caufes, be- 
fidcs the various difadvantageous circum- 
flances attending the local fituation and ac- 
tual ftate of the city, above adduced, which 
may give occafion to the prevailing diforder 

and 
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and great degree of mortality that have, for 
thefe many years paft, been obferved at 
Batavia, and which are either not yet dif- 
covered, or cannot be pointed out with fuf- 
hcient accuracy of proof; for this is certain, 
than many of the circumftances here cnu- 
meiated, were in exiftence at thofe times, 
when the citv was not reckoned a more un- 
healthy place of abode than any other, f tu- 
ated under the fame climate. 

All unufual degree of mortality firft made 
its appearance in the year 1733, and in that, 
and the nve following years, the deaths 
amounted annually to more than two thou- 
fand among the free merchants, or burghers, 
and Company’s fervants, and full fifteen 
hundred flaves befides. 

From 1739 ^ 743 ’ mortality was 

not quite fo great ; for I find that, in thofe 
five years, no more than five thouland five 
hundred and fixty-two of the Company’s 
fervants, died in the hofpitals, whereas the 
number amounted, in the preceding five 
years, to eight thoufand two hundred and 
eighty-fix; but it afterwards encreafed again, 
fo that from 1744 to 1771, the deaths 
in the hofpitals alone (into which, by the 

bye, 
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bye, no others are admitted than inch as are 
in the Company’s fervice, and of thefe only 
the common foldiers and failors, who have 
not money to provide themfelves with better 
accommodation, arc the only perfons who 
avail of them) amounted in number, to 
forty-eight thoufand and thirty-fix. In the 
year 1769 alone, there died, both in the 
hofpitals and out of them : 

2,434 of the Company’s fcrvants, 
164 burghers, 

681 native chrifiiians, 

833 Mahomedans, 

1,331 flaves, and 
1,003 Chinefe. 

6,446 together. 

And of the latter the number may at leafi: be 
augmented by one-third, as fo much may 
be taken for the deaths that are concealed, 
in order to avoid payment of the tax impofed 
upon funerals ; and the numbers mentioned 
above, are only fuch as have been declared. 

The dead, in the hofpitals, amounted, 
from the beginning of July, 1775, to the 

end 
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end of July, 1776, to the number of two 
thoufand five hundred and ninety-five*. 

On 

* The following Is a correft lift of the numbers that have 


died in the hofpitals at Bata‘ 

y/fl, from 

the year 

1714 to 

1776, viz. 






Year 

Dead 

Year 

Dead 

Year 

Dead 

1714 

459 

1735 

1568 

i75<5 

1487 

1715 

469 

1736 

1574 

2757 

144X 

1716 

453 

1737 

1993 

2758 

1638 

1717 

494 

1738 

1776 

1759 

1337 

1718 

J91 

1739 

998 

1760 

>317 

1719 

660 

1740 

H34 

1761 

1000 

1720 

75 ° 

1741 

1075 

1762 

1390 

1731 

614 

i 2742 

1082 

i7<53 

> 75 » 

1733 

730 

1743 

1283 

1764 

>757 

1733 

657 

1744 

259s 

1765 

>754 

1724 

769 

1745 

1604 

1766 

3039 

1725 

925 

1746 

i5<55 

1767 

2404 


904 

1747 

j88i 

1768 

1833 

1737 

676 

1748 

1261 

1769 

i 74 » 

1728 

656 

1749 

1478 

1770 

2434 

1739 

626 

175° 

2035 

1771 

2480 

I 7 JO 

671 

1751 

1969 

J772 

2 o 6 £ 

1731 

780 

1752 

1601 

J773 

1187 

1T32 

781 

1753 

1618 

1774 

>957 

1733 

1116 

1754 

15^7 

>775 

2788 

1734 

1375 

1755 

2109 

177(5 

2877 

It was 

in 1733. 

that canals 

were chiefly begun 

to be dug 


around Batavia, by which the water was diverted from taking 
its courfe through the city, and from that time, the number 
of dead has conftantly encreafed. In 1744, a fecond hoipital 
was erefted by Governor van Imhoff, and in order to defray 

the 
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On making a comparifon between the 
number of deaths, and the remainins: fer- 
vants of the Company, at Batavia, and thofe 
at the other fettlements, it appears, that out 
of five thoufand four hundred and ninety 
Europeans, who were prefent at Batavia, 
according to the annual mufter, on the 30th 
of June, 1^68 (of which number, however, 
one thoufand three hundred and thirty-eight, 
were patients in the hofpitals), two thoufand 
four hundred and thirty-four died in the 
fpace of the enfuing twelve months : and 
that the number of the Company’s fervants, 
-at all the out-fcttlements, was found equally, 
on the lafi: day of June of the fame year, 


the fxpenceSj the regulation was introduced in both hofpitals, 
that the wages of all the fick who were admitted Into them, 
ihould be withheld from them, while they were under cure, 
and applied to the benefit of the inftitutions, whence, it is faid, 
many more patients died from the chagrin this regulation 
caufed them ; and we accordingly fee that that, and the fucceed- 
ing years, are marked with a greater mortality than before. 
In 1761, they began to flow in the hofpital, without the city, 
more fick people than the two hundred convalefcents, who were 
formerly attended there} and the years immediately following, 
fhew another period of encreafe. In 177^ an hofpital fhip 
was laid up in the road, in confequence of which, as well in 
that as in the next year, the number of dead was greater than 
ever. T. 


according 
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according to oiufter, to amount to fourteen 
thoufand four hundred and feventy- Euro- 
peans ; of whom, one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-feven died in the year following : 
whence it appears, that the proportion of the 
dead to the living, is, at Batavia, as twelve 
to twenty-feven, which is almofi: one-half, 
and at the out-fettlements, as eleven to 
one hundred, or {bmething lefs than qxxc- 
ninth. The Company, therefore, lofe, in 
general, every year, one fixth part^ of 
their fervants. And they experienced a lofs, 
in the fame proportion, during the fame 
period of twelve months, upon the crews of 
thirty-feven fhips navigating in India ; and 
of the crews of twenty-feven fh ps that 
failed from Europe, in 1768-1769, which 
altogether amounted, by their mufter-rolls, 
to five thoufand nine hundred and feventy- 
one hands, the number of dead was nine 
hundred and fifty-nine, which is equally very 
near to one in fix. 

This comparifon may certainly appear 

* If out of 5,490 at Batavia, there died 2,454 

and out of 14,470 at the out-fadfories . 1,657 

then out of 19,960, the whole number , 4,07 1 died in one 
year, which is full one-fifth, inftead of one-fixth, T, 


in 
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111 difFerent lights ia different years, but not 
fo much fo, but that this calculation may in 
general be taken for what has, for feveral 
years paft, been the refult that has been an- 
nually experienced. 

Even if no wars occur, by which the 
number of thofe in the pay of the Company 
may be diminiihed, the extraordinary mor- 
tality above ftated, is alone fufficient en- 
tirely to depopulate, in time, the Company’s 
lettlements ; for, fuppofing that all the Com- 
pany’s European fervants in the Indies, in- 
cluding thofe in the civil, and in the mili- 
tary departments, together with the crews 
of thirty-feven fhips employed in the coun- 
try-trade, each taken at one hundred and 
fixty-five men, amount, together, to twenty- 
fix thoufand ; of thefe, one fixth part annu- 
ally die off, is 4^333 

And, fuppofing that Batavia receives 
an annual reinforcement from Hol- 
land, by twenty-feven fhips, each 
calculated at two hundred and fifty 

men, of 

from which mufi; be deduc- 
ed, for each fhip, returning 
to Europe, and carrying 

back. 
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back, upon an average, one 
hundred and fifteen men a- 
piece, for twenty-four fhips 2,760 

Remain at Batavia 3,990 


343 

fo that the fupply falls fliort every year, at 
Jeaft, three hundred and forty-three men *. 
This is not, however, an infurmountable 
annual dehciency j it might be overcome, 
and the lofs of men would not appear fb vi- 
fible, were the fupply of people from Eu- 
rope more regular, and were it but main- 
tained upon the footing which I have Hated ; 
but how often does it not happen, that, in 
the room of two hundred and fifty men, as 
I have fuppoled to be brought by each Ihip, 
fcarcely two hundred, and even lefs, arrive 
at Batavia I There have even been years. 


From the laft note, it appears, that this calculation Ihould be 
formed by taking one-fifth of the landmen, and one-fixth of 
the feamen, in the Compan/s Indian fervice, or, out of 
about 30,000 landmen, 4,000 dead 
and out of about 6,000 feamen, j,ooo 
thus making the yearly lofs by death, about 5000, inftead of 
4 >333; and the fupply being only 3,990, the annual defici- 
ency is about 1000, inftead of only 343. T. 


not 
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not long fincc, that out of upwards of eight 
thoufand hands, fhippe4 in the fpace of one 
twelvemonth, by the outwardbound India- 
fhips, not four thoufand have reached Bata- 
via, in which years, the Company’s Indian* 
fettlcments have accordingly experienced an 
annual defalcation of three thoufand men. 
And when to this is fuperadded the cafual- 
ties of war, fuch as the Company are at pre- 
lent engaged in, in the illand of Celebes, and 
on the coaft of Malabar, together with the 
difficulty of railing the complement of men 
in Holland, to be able to fend out the Ihips 
at their proper time, duly manned, the dif- 
mal afpecft of the Company’s prefent fitua- 
tlon will not require a more convincing 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

General Review of the Decline in the Company's Af‘ 
fairs. — Recapitulation of the Receipts and Expen- 
diture of each Settlement. — General Statement, i£c. 
— ReJleSiions on the Decayed State of the Com- 
pany *, 

W^ERE the profperity of the Eaft-India 
Company only in a Rate of decline, from 
the circumRances we have mentioned, hopes 
might be entertained of relief and reRora- 
tion. A fortunate chance of war, or a 
favourable peace in Europe, might afford 
fufficient opportunities of engaging men. 

enough 

* As this chapter is devoted to a general confideration of 
the affairs of the Company, it may not be amifs to infert 
here, a recapitulation of the receipts and expenditure of all 
the eftablifhments of the Dutch Eaft-India Company; the for- 
mer, comprizing their territorial revenues, and profits upon 
the country- trade ; and the latter, all the expences of each efta- 
blilhment per fe, taken from the books of the year 1779, 
that is, from the firft of September, 1778, to the 31 ft of 
Auguft, 1779 : the order in which the eftablifhments are 
placed, is that in which they are arranged in the books of 
VOL, III. the 
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enough to fupply, in a very ample manner, 
the deficiency of people now laboured un- 


der. 


But 


the Company, and we have diftinguiflied thofc aflually 
known to be in the hands of the Englifti by the mark f . 

Charges. Expenditure. 
Jaecatra^ including Batwvia y.1,820,327 ^.2,384,930 


Amhoyna 

■ • • 48,747 

201,082 

f Banda 

. . 9,350 

146,170 

Ternate ... ... 

• • H 4>997 

229,406 

MacaJJir 

. . 63,190 

163,137 

^imor ....... 

■. . 13,619 

1 1,71a 

Sanjerma£lng .... 

► . . — 

12,091 

PaUmbang 

. . 3,92a 

49,677 

"Japan ....... 

. . 106,80a 

96,356 

f Malacca 

. . 162,520 

113,23 s 

•f Padang ...... 

• * 74,577 

53,675 

■f Bengal ...... 

• • 385,159 

265,517 

^ Coromandel ..... 

• • 427,131 

452,133 

■f Ceylon . 

. 611,704 

1,243,038 

•}• Malabar ...... 

• • 414,977 

489,645 

+ Surat ....... 






.|- Cape of Good Hope . . . 

. . 195,168 

505,269 

Java's northeaft caajl . . 

• • 436,874 

281,873 

Cheribon ...... 

• • 35,761 

12,584 



78,262 


■ 

handak and Succadana 

. - 1,764 

9,726 


Total / 5,209,796/6,799,518 
5,209,796 


Jeavfng an excedent in the charges of f. 1,589,72a 

or 
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But many other circumftances concur, if not 
to render the reftoration of the Company’s 

affairs 

«r 144,520/. ss. fterllng. The Indian poffeffions of the 
Company were not always a charge upon them; in 1689, 
the balance, drawn in the lame manner, was on the other fide, 
and Ihewed a favourable furplus of /'■937,3<5i. 10. 5 (85,214/. 
13/. 5</.) ; and in 1744, an advance appeared of /.7 79,056. 
(70,823/. 5J-. 6 d.). Mossel, to whom we have fo fre- 
quently had occafion to refer, calculated, in his time (ijSS)) 
the whole yearly receipts aty. 8,79 1,000, and the expenditure 
of y'.6,5i7,5oo, which would leave a favourable furplus of 
y.2ja73,5oo (about y. 206,680 fterling), and which is amaz- 
ingly different from the later refults. The deficiency is fup- 
plied by drafts from India, upon the direftion in Holland; and, 
together with various other obje6ls, the expences of equipping 
twenty-five or thirty Ihips annually, the payment of the wages 
and premiums (fee page 370, of vol. L), to the returning 
crews, the falaries of the dlrcftors, and expences of the admi- 
niftration at home, the dividends to the proprietors, &c. form 
the general debit of the Company, againft the profits upon the 
merchandize they difpofe of in Europe. Thefe gains have 
been calculated, upon an average, at from ten to eleven mil- 
lions of gilders, or about one million fterling, per annum ; and 
this computation appears to be juft, from the following ftate- 
ment of the invoice-prices, and net proceeds, of the cargoes 


received from 

viz. 

India, 

for the ten years. 

from 1750 to X 

Years. 

Ships. 

Invoices. 

Sales, 

^ 7 S° ■ 

, 22 

.y 7 , 37 ^r *77 • 

.y. 19,024,209 

1751 • 

- 24 

. 9,630,682 . 

. 16,670,614 

1752 • 

. 20 

• 7,883,361 . 

• 23,133,580 

1753 • 

. 

. 10,259,866 . 

• I 7 r 3 i 7.°3 7 

1754 • 

. 22 

. 8,859,297 . 

. 19,840,766 


'755 
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affairs, a matter of impofiibility, at leaf!:, to 
afford the moft unfavourable profpeds re- 
fpefting them. 

It is not only fof a few years paft, that 
the decline of this great body has been ma- 
nifefl, but frona much earlier times : “ It 
“ cannot, by any means, be denied,” fays 
Mr. VAN Imhof, in his Conjiderations of the 
year 1 742, “ that the prefent ftate of the 
“ Eaft-lndia Company wears a much more 
“ difadvaatageous afpecl, and is not, by far. 


Years. 

Ships. 

Invoices. 

Sales. 

J 7 SS • 

. 22 0 

9,6^2,485 . 

. 19,806,077 

i 75<5 • 

. . 

8,421,419 . 

. 19,890,066 

Hi? • 

, 26 . 

8 , 9 d 5>720 • 

. 14,829,367 

1758 . 

• 22 . 

<5,506,717 . 

. 18,934,386 

H 59 • 

. 2S . 

8,437,469 . 

- 15,817,328 


We further, on this fubje^t, refer the curious reader to the 
ftatements contained In ^he appcndhv ; viz. No. 'IV. An ac- 
count of the returns made to Holland, from the Indies, from 
the time they firlt traded thither, down to the year 1721. V. 
All account of the fhips fent out, their crews, the Ipecie they 
■ •arried, the fliips returned, the procoe<ls of the fales, and the 
dividends on the ftock, from 1720 to i/zy. VI. A ftatement 
of t!ie capit.d Itock of the Company, and of the refpebtive pro- 
portions in wiiich each of the fix chambers were originally in- 
terefted in it. Vll. An account of the dividends from 160^ 
to 1780, and of the revoltitions in their value, from 1723 to 
17*^0; and, VIII. A ftatement of the various article.s, and 
quantities of each, fold at the Dutch Eaft-lndia fales frona 
" 77.3 to 1779. 9 "- 

« in 
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“ in fb flourifhing a condition, as in former 
“ times”. Mr. Mossel writes to the fame 
effedl, in the year 1752 ; and very little 
refledlion is required, at prelent, to difeover 
that, in the year 1777, the fituation of the 
Company has, in the laft five-and-twenty 
years, become much worle ; and that their 
affairs threaten a difaftrous termination at 
no very diflant period, if more effeblual 
meafures of red refs are not fuggefted, and 
refbrted to, than thole which have hitherto 
been employed. 

The common courfe of events, in this 
world, teaches us, both from ancient and from 
modern hiftory, that there have been, or are, 
no empires, Ifates, republics, or public bodies, 
but what have all, after reaching the fum.- 
mit of their greatnefs, declined confidera- 
bly, though the one more than the other, 
in power and coulideration, without that 
the means which have been reforted to, 
have ever had the wifhed-for efilft, of 
wholly preventing their ruin ; and it has 
been fortunate, when, adling as palliatives, 
they have ferved to procraftinate the 
fall. Thefe viciflitudes muft be alcribed to 
the infcrutable defigns of Providence ; and 

it 
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it fliould feem, that, by them, the Ruler of 
the univerfe hath, for the accompliflitnent 
of his allwife purpofes, intended to manifeft 
to mankind the utter inft ability of every 
thing in this fublunary world. 

The primary caufes, which fap the foun- 
dations of a ftate or ibciety, whilft in its moft 
flourifhing vigour, and pave the way for its 
decline and fall, are very feldom known. 
The feemingly unimportant commence- 
ments of ruin, are nearly undifcernible, and 
they do not appear, till long afterwards, and 
when the evil is fo deeply rooted, and has 
raifed itfelf to a height vifible to all, while it 
is likewife, in general, too late to remedy it; 
or if fome appearances of the latent fourcc 
of ruin be difcovered, the fatal confequences 
that may arife from it, are feldom duly 
appreciated. In this, the body politic re- 
fembles the animal frame, and is like a man 
in the bloom of life, who, enjoying an unin- 
terrupted ftate of health, poffefled of a firm 
and unfhaken conftitution, pays no regard 
to the firfl invidious attacks of a flight indif- 
pofition, which he prefumes will eafily be 
overcome by the natural flrength of his con- 
ftitution j till, too late, he finds, that, with 

unmarked. 
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unmarked, but hideous ftrides, the direful 
difeafe has advanced beyond the grafp of 
medicine, and at length bids bold defiance to 
every attempt of nature, or of art, to check 
its fatal progrefs. 

The evil which has its origin in the con- 
ftitution of the body politic itfelf, is irre- 
fiftibly augmented, when accidental extra- 
neous circumftances concur to drag to per- 
dition, the fiiate or inftitution which thus 
totters on its bafe. 

Both the interior leven of corruption, and 
external adventitious evils, have taken place, 
and ftill exift, with regard to the Company. 

On the latter I (hall not infift, they are 
evident to every eye; with refpedt to the 
former, I place the firft germination of thofe 
feeds of deftrudtion, in the period, when the 
conqueft of countries, and the encreafe of 
territory, were more the objefts of the Com- 
pany’s attention, than the profecution, in- 
creafe, or improvement, of their commerce 
and navigation; and this period is, in my 
opinion, to be defined, as having chiefly 
exifted from the year 1660 to 1670, during 
which time, it was, that the Company made 
themfelves mailers of the Portuguefe efta- 

blifliments 
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blifhmcnts on the Malabar coa{l, and of 
the ifland of Celebes ^ both which acquifitions 
coft them a great expence of blood, and in- 
calculable treafures, and have never been of 
any other than an imaginary advantage to 
their interefts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Befarture from Batavia. — Pajfage through the 
Southern Indian Ocean. — Ohjervations rejfelting 
the Variation of the Compajs. — View of the Land 
^Africa . — Anchorage under RoBBEN-£/Ji?a</. 
— Driven out to Sea again. — Arrival in Tasl£> 
hay. 

TThE crew of my fhip, being mnftered, 
was found to confift of one hundred and 
twenty hands, including the paffeugers ; but 
there were very few able feamen among 
them, and they moftly confiftcd of mere 
boys, and were, befidcs, in a lickly con- 
dition. 

We left the road of Batavia^ on the 19th 
of November, anchoring at noon under the 
ifland Onruji, and the next day near the 
ifland Middleburgh, where the Ihip Oojl- 
Cafelle, coming from Ceylon., pafled by us, 
bringing intelligence from the coafl: of Ma^ 
labar, that all was there in perfeft tran- 
quillity, and that the dilputcs between the 

Company 
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Company and Hyder Ali, had been ac- 
commodated. 

As the monfoon had already broke up, 
and the wefterly winds blew hard every 
day, it was the 25th, of that month, be- 
fore we got as far as Bantam, whence we 
croffed over to the coaft of Sumatra, and 
anchored, the following day, under Norih- 
ifland, in order to avail of the northweft 
winds, which generally blow at this time of the 
year, to keep the Ihore of Sumatra on board, 
to ftarboard, and to clear the land, by pre- 
ferving the palTage to windward of Prince s- 
ifland. But we waited, in vain, for three 
days for fuch an opportunity, as the wind 
came from the weft and fouthweft, whereby 
we were obliged to crofs over again to the 
Java Ihore, and to work up along it, out 
to fea. We found the Company’s ftiip 
Hoolwerf, that had failed from Batavia on 
the 8th of November, ftill at anchor here. 

At length, on the 5th of December, we 
got, in company with that fliip, to windward 
of Prince's-iHaad, and, clearing the ftraits 
of Sunda, out to fea ; but it was not till the 
7th, that we took our laft obfervation of the 
land of Java, and loft fight of it. On the 

9th 
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9th we loft fight of the fhip Hooliverf j and 
on the I ith, we met with the regular fouth- 
eaft trade wind, in the fouth latitude of lo®, 
whence we fet our courfes to run to the 
eaftward of the CocoiZ-iflands, and after- 
wards, according to the Company’s failing- 
orders, w.s.w. till in fouth latitude zyi®, 
and longitude 77°; then w. by s. till in 302® 
fouth latitude, and longitude 60® ; then 
again w.s.w. till in the latitude of Cape 
Anguillas ; and laftly, weft, in order to ftrike 
foundings on the reef, and run in fight of 
land. 

When in the latitude of Madagafcar, wc 
met with a violent ftorm from the north- 
eaft, the wind veering afterwards through 
eaft to Ibuth, and farther on to weft, which, 
in thefe feas, very feldom happens, as the 
winds generally chop about, in a contrary 
dire 61 ion, and run through the north to 
fouthweft. 

The greateft variations of the compafles, 
which we obferved, were 27° and 28* 
N.w. in the fouth latitude of 331° to 34I®, 
and between the longitudes of 56° and 45°, 
whence they became lefs, till within fight 

of 
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of Cape Anguillas, when the variation was 

22 |®. 

It appears from the obfervations of na- 
vigators, that the line of the greateft va- 
riation of the compafs gradually removes 
from eaft to weft, and is every year found 
to be more wefterly than the preceding ; at 
Surat, for inftance, there was, a hundred years 
ago, a north wefterly variation of 7* or 8®, 
and now no more than if°, at the higheft, 
is obfervable : and‘in the lame way, in fight 
of the Cape of Good Hope, the variation has 
increafed, in the Ipace of the laft twenty 
years, from 18“ or 19*, to full 21*. 

On the morning of the 4th of February, 
at funrife, we faw land, which we fuppofed 
was that of Africa, appearing in one round 
hummock ; and a better view of it in the 
evening, together with our ftriking found- 
ings on the reef, firft in feventy-feven, and 
afterwards in fifty fathoms Water, rendered 
it certain. On the 6th, wc made Cape 
Anguillas, and the next day, both the eaft 
and weft points of Falfe-h^Lj ; and we found 
ourfelves twenty-five leagues more to the 
caftward than by the Ihip’s reckoning. 

The wind being fair that day, we flat- 
tered 
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tered ourfelves with the hope, that we 
flipuld reach T^able~h2iy in the evening, and 
at eight o'clock, we were fo far advanced, 
that we only were in want of one hour's 
continuation of the favourable opportunity 
which we then had, to accomplifh our defires; 
but we were unfortunately firft becalmed 
for a whole hour, and afterwards driven, on 
a fudden, fo far from the Ihore, out to lea, 
by a violent flaw of wind from the fouth- 
eafl, which burfl; upon us with dreadful 
force, from over the tops of the mountains, 
under the lee of which we lay driving 
without a breath of air, that we loft all 
hope of gaining the road that bout. 

This hard gale from the foutheaft, lafted 
for feveral days, till at length it gradually 
fell away ; and the wind coming round to 
the fouthweft, afforded us an opportunity, 
on the 15 th of February, of approaching 
the Ihore, and we were within half a league 
of the road, when the foutheaft wind again 
burft upon us, and fruftrated our attempts a 
fecond time, yet it did not now blow with 
fuch fury, but that we were enabled to 
reach the road of Robhen, or Seal ifland, 

where 
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where wc let drop our anchor, at eight 
o’clock, P.M. 

The next day, the poft-kceper of the 
iiland came on board of us, and brought 
with him a refrelhment of twelve fheep and 
fome greens. 

We were forced to remain at anchor here, 
for this and the next day, on account of the 
continuing foutheaft wind, which encreafed 
to inch a degree, on the evening of the 17th, 
that the cable of our beft bower broke, and 
our (heet-anchor coming home, we were 
aeain driven to leeward. As^ainfl this ad- 
verle fortune we had no remedy but pa- 
tience, anal perfeverance, in ftruggling, as 
much as poffible, againft the raging fouth- 
eaft wind, and we continued beating up, in 
hopes of a favourable change, in which we 
were long dlfappointed ; and though, on the 
4th of March, we again made the 'Table- 
mountain, yet we could not reach the road, 
but w'ere anew compelled, by the hard 
foutheaft wind, to come to an anchor, in 
the evening, under Robben-\{\.' 3 LX\d.. On the 
following day, at eleven o’clock, a.m. a 
wefterly breeze fprung up, and we in- 
ftantly weighed anchor, and fteered for the 

road 
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road of the Cape, where we cafl: anchor 
at two o’clock, P.M. fainting the road with 
eleven guns. We found lying here, the 
flagfliip of the return-fleet, the Breedenhof, 
Captain Leonard van Coopstad, who 
had been driven from her anchors from un- 
der Robben-di\3ivA, three weeks before us, 
and, after beating about for twenty days, had 
at laft lucceeded in getting into the road. 

Having moored the fhip in fafety, I went 
on ihorc, in order to pay my refpe<Ss to the 
governor, and to tranfadl: what bufinefs I 
had to do here. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Temperature of the Air at the Cape of Good 
Hope. — Tides. — Soil. — Water. — Dijorders . — • 
CharaSler of the Inhabitants cf Capetown. — ■ 
Their Jelfijh Dijpofttion. — Their deceitful Hojpi- 
tality. — Little or no Education among them . — 
Accomplijhments and Blandtfimenis of the Ladies. 
—Their further CharaSler. — Contrafted with the 
genuine Hojpitality, and open, ingenuous Difpojition 
cf the Farmers, or Country-cJoniJls. 

In the further account which I now in- 
tend giving of the Cape of Good Hope, I 
fhall not enlarge much concerning it, and 
what is remarkable about it, as I have, in 
the account of my former voyage, and in 
the beginning of this, been ample on the 
fubjedl ; and I fhall therefore confine myfelf 
to fuch new obfervations as prefented them- 
felves to me, or to what I before omitted to 
mention. 

The temperature of the air is not only 
very different in the good, and in the bad 

monfoon. 
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monfoon, but likevvife varies confiderably 
at different times of the fame day, in pro- 
portion as the cold foutheaft wind blows 
more or lefs hard ; the thermometer riling 
lometimes 7° or 8^^, upon the wind falling : 
in the fummer, it is generally between 72® 
and 80°. Sometimes, before funrife, a thick 
and damp fog comes on, which makes it very 
cold, in general coming with a wefterly or 
foutherly wind ; upon which not unfrequently 
follows, a day or two afterwards, a ftilF gale 
from the foutheall. The tide rifes twice in 
the twenty-four hours. Full and new moon 
make it high water at three o’clock ; and 
it generally rifes and falls five feet. 

The whole fhore, from above, or well of 
the town, to paft the Zoute, or Salt-xiver, 
is lined with rocks, moll of which appear 
above water at the time of ebb. Between 
thele, and farther to leaward, are produced 
a conliderable quantity of thofe marine pro- 
dudlions which our feamen call trumpets 
and which occafion a very difagreeable fmelL 
in the town, in warm weather. 

The foil around the Cape is, for the moll 

* Fmus huccinalis. 

part. 



[ 434 ] 

part, of a ilony nature : under the firft ftra- 
tum of earth appears a bed of rock, from 
five to fix feet deep, which when cut through, 
or blown up, fhews, in many places, a hard 
whitifh clay, which has lomething of a 
gritty, or ftony texture. 

The water, which the inhabitants drink, 
and with which the fhips that touch here are 
fupplied, proceeds from a fpring, fituated 
about half an hour’s walk from the town, at 
the foot of the 'Table-mownizvA, in a piece 
of ground, which, from its owner, is called 
the Garden of Breda, not far from the Com- 
pany’s garden* j it is inclofed in a wall, 
with a little door, or window, in the front, 
in order to keep the water from dirt and 


* iCo. IX. in the Appendix, contains an abftraft of th« 
I.atin defc riptions, in the He.-/>arlus I'ivris, or Herbal, of Olde- 
L.iNo, who was fuperintendant of the Company’s garden at 
the Cape, in the- year 1695 : this herbal extended to fourteen 
large folios ; and the Flora of the C.ape, then known, is fuf- 
ficiently indicative of the vaft botanical treafures which this 
country alFords, and which, in later times, have exercifed the 
diligence and abilities of Spakrman, Thunberg, Pater- 
son, &c. It will not be an uninterefting talk to the pradical 
botanift, to compare the modern lefearches of thofe gentlemen, 
with this curious fpecimen of the diligence and fcience of the 
laft century. T. 


impul ity ; 



[ 435 1 

impurity ; it is thence led to the town, 
through wooden pipes, which lie three feet, 
and, in fome fpots, fix feet, under the ground, 
in order the better to preferve it. 

The diforders which are mod: prevalent 
here, are thofe that may be denominated 
rheumatic j they proceed from the incon- 
ftancy of the weather, and are mold rife 
when the foutheald wind prevails. 

Although the firft colonifts here were 
•compofed of various nations, they are, by 
the operation of time, now fo thoroughly 
blended together, that they are not to be 
diftinguilhed from each other ; even moft of 
fuch as have been born in Europe, and who 
have refided here for fome years, have, in a 
manner, changed their national charafter, 
for that of this country. 

There are few European, or Indian, women 
here ; and thofe of them that do live here, 
drefs, in general, according to the cuftoms of 
their native country. 

Wherever I fpeak of the general cha- 
radler, and manners, of the inhabitants of 
the Cape, the country-people, or farmers, 
muft not be included, who, in many re- 
fpe6Is, are very different, and I mean only 

the 
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the inhabitants of the town, or chief fettle- 
ment. 

The chief trait in their charader, which 
appears the moft evident to a ftranger, af- 
ter a little refledion, is the love of money ; 
and this is lb palpable and univerfal amongft 
them, both in men and women, that one 
mull be more than prejudiced in their fa- 
vour, to attempt to deny it. Flattering 
words, infinuating carelfes, the allurements 
of friendfliip, love, and holpitality, nought 
is omitted, or negleded, that can contribute 
to gain the hearts and infure the confidence 
of the wandering ftrangers who touch at 
the Cape ; this appears to me the probable 
reafon, why mod: people, w’ho have been 
here once or twice, and have, wnthout re- 
fledhon, taken the bafe metal of lelf-intereft 
for the flerling gold of unfeigned courtefy 
and friendfhip, axe fo profufe in their en- 
comiums on the Cape, as if it were the 
molt agreeable abode upon earth, and the 
center of every fatisfadion. 

But view the other lide of the pidure, 
and examine into the principles, and mo- 
tives, which give rife to this abundance of 
allurements ; and the promotion of felf- 

intereft 
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intereft will appear to be the main Ij^ring 
that excites this exercife of feeming hofpi- 
tality. 

A confequence, which naturally flows 
herefrom, is the mutual envy which they 
cherifh towards each other, efpecially to- 
wards thofe that piofper, either in trade, or 
in accommodating ftrangers with board and 
lodging, by which moll of the inhabitants of 
the Cape earn their fubfiilence. 

Thefe views, us before faid, are common 
to both fexes. With refpedl; to the in- 
dividual character of the men : they are 
remarkably diilinguifhable from thofe who 
inhabit the poliflied parts of Europe, by an 
utter ignorance of whatever does not daily 
ftrike their outward fenfes; excluflve of this, 
they can form no ideas ; abllrad; Ipccula- 
tions are unknown to them ; and they do 
not polTefs any inclination to exercile their 
underftanding by reading, or to become ac- 
quainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
other civilized people, and to reform their 
own. 

The love of repofe and inactivity, or, in- 
deed, what may be denominated lazinefs, 
they have in common with the orientals ; 

and 
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and they delight in a ftate of cafe and 
lloth, to a degree that would not be ex- 
pelled, from a people, inhabiting a tempe- 
rate climate. 

The ladies, on the contrary, are by no 
means deficient in life and fpirits ; and na- 
ture may, with juflice, be faid to have been 
more liberal to them than to their male 
companions, although much of their viva- 
city and plcafingnefs may be afcribed to 
education. The mothers endeavour to in- 
fill into the tender bofoms of their daugh- 
ters, from their earliefl youth, the idea that 
they are formed to pleafc the other fex ; and 
the firfl lellcn they learn, is how to make 
themfelves agreeable to the men, and efpe- 
cially to flrangers. The aids of ornament 
and drefs, are not negledled ; and no ex- 
pence, that the parents can afford, is fpared, 
to give them every accomplifhment. Mu- 
fic, dancing, finging, whatever can add 
grace to the luflre of beauty, nothing is 
omitted that can render them elegant and 
attradlive. When they have paffed the 
years of childhood, and enter upon the con- 
dition of fpinflers, or as foon as they enter 
their teens, they are taught to be free and 

unrefer ved 
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unreferved in their manner, and careffing 
in their converlation. Their endeavours fel- 
dom fail of fuccefs : a few innocent liber- 
ties granted to their temporary lovers, are 
the means of cementing their conquefts, and 
of retaining the homage of their adorers, at 
leaft as long as the Ihip lies in the road ; 
and it does not unfrequently happen, that 
the paffing feaman forms an attachment 
here, that leads to a matrimonial connec- 
tion, before he is himfelf aware of the cir- 
cumftance. 

Unfortunately, however, movfc of thefe 
amiable and lovely girls, are no fooner mar- 
ried, and get children, than they become 
grofs and corpulent, and lofe thofe charms, 
which captivated all hearts, and fecured 
them a hufoand ; they lofe, at the fame 
time, their attention to neatnefs in drelhng, 
which they always affiduoufly cultivate be- 
fore marriage. 

When they are met with early in the 
morning, in their houfes, their flovenliacls 
is immediately apparent ; and thofe who 
might, the evening before, be viewed with 
pleafure, now become objedts of difguft. 

The fathers do not take the firalleft 

trouble 
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trouble to inftru6l their fons in any thing. 
What the children learn in their fchools, 
they feem to think a fufficient flock of 
knowledge to laft them during their whole 
lives. Few give themfelves any trouble to 
afford them any other opportunities of im- 
provement ; others have not the means j 
and others are too fond, to fuffer their chil- 
dren to go to a more civilized country, for 
obtaining a better education. 

The number of the inhabitants, therefore, 
is augmented, but not the number of ufe- 
ful members of fociety ; neither do the me- 
chanical, or the fine arts, make any pro- 
grefs here. Young people marry early, get 
children, and refort to the fame means of 
maintaining a family, as moil others, name- 
ly, the keeping of a lodging and boarding- 
houfe for flrangers ; when thefe go away, 
the family live as well as they can, and as 
fparingly as poffible, till others arrive : and 
the cheapnefs of provifions encourages this 
mode of life above all things. The men 
are devoid both of fufficient courage and 
emulation to feek, or better, their fortunes, 
in the naval or military fervice ; perhaps 
thefe profeffions are too repugnant to their 

fo 
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fb beloved rcpofe, and ufual eafy life. What 
utility the encreafe of a population, of fuch 
a defcription, can bring to the public, in 
general, or to the improvement of the co- 
lony, in particular, may eafily be conceived j 
and filch an encreafe ought not, therefore, 
to be looked upon as a progrefiive pro- 
motion of the general welfare. 

It is very differently fituated with refpedi 
to the country-people, or farmers. Their 
waives -are no lefs prolific than thofe of the 
inhabitants of Capetown. Their children 
are brought up in the occupation of their 
parents if their land is not large enough 
to afford a proper portion to each of their 
children, extenfive, and yet uncultivated, 
trads of country, wait only to open their 
fertile bofoms to whoever will beftow upon 
them the labour of tillage, Thefe agricul- 
turers, inflead of being a burthen upon fo- 
ciety, augment the numbers and importance 
of that refpedtable body of men, from whofe 
labour arifes originally the profperity of every 
country. 

The charadfer of thefe people is like- 
wife very different •, an ingenuous cordiality, 
which vifibly proceeds from the heart, 

makes 
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makes them fulfil the duties of hofpitality 
and humanity, without any motives of felf- 
ilhnels to fpur them on : their words may 
be confided in ; to break their word, or to 
aft deceitfully, with any one, is unknown 
among them, at leaft amongft by far the 
greateft portion of thele happy ruftics. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 


Extent of the Colony. — VroduSlions, — Corn. — Rapa- 
city of the Company's Servants to’vards the Far- 
mers. — Price of F^heat to the Company. — Tithes 
paid in Kind at the Town. — Reflexions refpeXing 
the Encouragement of Agriculture, and the Ex- 
portation of Produce. — RefpeXing the Government-. 

- — Reform obvioufly neceffary. — Difcovery of a 
large and navigable River in the interior Parts, 
by Colonel Gordon. — Account of the Country, 
Temperature, Animals, iAc, in that Neighbour- 
hood, 

The extent of the colony is very great, 
and the bounds are removed at pleafure ; fb 
that the exaft line of demarcation between 
the territory of the Dutch, and that of the 
native inhabitants, is not ealy to be found 
out, or laid down. But this large diftri<St is 
very far from being entirely compofed of 
pafture-grounds, and arable land ; only the 
fmalleft part of it is adapted to thofe pur- 
pofes, becaufe the valleys, and moft of the 
flat country, have little or no water ; it is, 

therefore. 



[ 444 ] 

therefore, only at the foot, or on the tides, of 
the hills, where the farmer is enabled to 
profecute, with advantage, the cultivation of 
corn, and of the vine, that farms have been 
laid out ; and to thefe mufl always be adjoined, 
a large extent of pafture- ground for the 
cattle, which muft equally, in order to avoid 
the want of water, be fituated near the hills. 
This is the reafon that the farms lie at a 
great diftance from each other, and a coun- 
tryman fometimes calls another his next 
neighbour, who lives one or two leagues off: 
the farther you go inland, the greater inter- 
vals of uncultivated country occur between 
the farms. 

By this means, every, family, centering, 
as it were, within itfelf, approaches, in 
time, and in proportion as they are at a 
greater diftance from the Cape, to the fim- 
plicity of nature ; fo that even the fartheft 
fettlers, who refide thirty or forty days’ 
journey from Capetown, more refemble Hot- 
tentots than the pofterity of Europeans. 
Captain Gordon, who returned from one 
of his journies, when I was here, told me, 
that they even went drefied in the Hotten- 
tot faftiion. 


The 
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The produ61:ions which this part of Africa 
yields, are, corn*, wine, butter, and tallow. 
Corn, and efpecially wheat, is now produced 
in confiderable quantities, and would, per- 
haps, be more and more produ6live, if pro- 
per meafures were retorted to, to encourage 
the cultivation, and to remove the obftacies 
which operate to redrain its extenfion. 

* The kind of corn, moft generally cultivated, is wheat ; and 
it richly repays the labour of the hulbandinan. Wheat yields, 
in general, an encreafe of eight and ten, and frequently fifteen, 
twenty, and twenty-fiv-e for one : in many places, it is faid, the 
produce is ftill more abundant ; in the neighbourhood of Mafclt- 
bay, where, however, little wheat is town, the foil is faid to be lb 
fertile, that every grain always produces feveral ears ; frequently 
twenty, na)', as far as eighty ears, proceeding from one root. 
Dr. Thunbero, who conceived this to be fcarcely credible, 
counted them himfelf in the field, and found that a great many 
^ars had frequently fprung up from a fingle grain, though the 
higheft number he met with, amounted to no more than forty- 
one. (See pages yo and 78, ofvol. II.) Barley is cultivated 
chiefly for the horfes, and is mowed once or oftener, before it is 
in the ear, and given to them for provender. Rye is fcarcely 
ever Ibwn, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or by feme 
farmer w'ho choofes to ufe the ftraw for thatching. The oats 
brought to the Cape from Europe, are looked upon as the 
worft of weeds ; as the grains are eafily lliaken out of the ears 
by the violence of the wind, and fowing themfelves, choak up 
all the other corn. It is to no purpofe to lay a piece of land, fo 
fpoiled, fallow for feveral y^ears, for when the field comes to be 
ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, llioot 
up afrelh. T. 
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I have before detailed what the country- 
people told me on this fubje6l, founded on 
their experience ; and what the obftacles 
were, which ftood in the way of the cul- 
tivation of wheat ; I lhall not, therefore, 
repeat it here, but merely add, that many 
are averfe to the delivery of their corn to 
the Company, aiid that this is even fome- 
times rendered impoffible to them, by the 
rapacioufnefs of the Company’s fervants at 
the Cape. 

Not fatisfied with the twenty pounds fur- 
plus-weight, allowed them upon every mud, 
which the farmer muft deliver at the rate 
of one hundred and eighty pounds, and 
which the receivers deliver asain to the 
Company at only one hundred and fixty 
pounds, the farmers mufl, befides, fill their 
hands, in order to be allowed to deliver 
their corn to the Company : and the fame 
takes place with refpeft to the wine : this 
can be done by thofe who are perfons of 
property, and who do not live far from Cape- 
town, where the corn muft be delivered, but 
not by thofe whofe farms lie farther inland, 
and many days’ journey off, on account of 
the expences of conveyance. For each wag- 
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gon-load, reckoned at ten mud, or of a 
laft, the Company pay eighteen rixdollars, 
or ^^43. 4 *. If one or more oxen chance 
to die during the paflage, or any accident 
happens to the waggon, the whole of what 
the poor farmer would have to receive for his 
corn, is loll; ; and thofe who live at a diftance 
from the Cape, and are pofleffed of a little pro- 
perty, can not carry on the cultivation of grain 
in a greater proportion than what they want 
for the confumption of their own family. 

There is another thing that is very op- 
preffive to the farmer, and efpecially to 
thofe who live far off; nanjely, that they 
are obliged to convey the tithes of their 
grain, which are due to the Company, as to 
the proprietors of the foil, to the Cape, at 
their own rilk and expence, without any 
confideration, how far their farm may lay, 
or how difficult the roads over the moun- 
tains may be; in which, fometimes, the 
corn is forced to be unloaded from the wag- 
gons, and carried on the backs of oxen, 
through defiles, and over precipices, for 

* Equal to about 20-r. fterling per quarter, Englilh. Twen- 
ty-feven muJ make a laft of Amllerdam, which is equal to 
about io| quarters, 
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more than one or two leagues, becaufe a 
loaded waggon cannot pafs through fuch 
ways, or, at mofl, only with half a load, or 
one of five mud^ at a time. 

It is, therefore, not enough to have fought 
a vent for the produclicns of this colony, 
above what are required for its own con- 
fumption, or the occahonal fupply of the 
veflels that touch here, in order to render it 
more flourifhing ; but the agricultural in- 
terefl ought firfl to have been put upon 
a better fogting ; the farmer ought to have 
been liberated from thofc galling bonds 
which difeourage his induffry ; better op- 
portunities for the interior conveyance of 
his produce ought firft to have been pro- 
vided j granaries for depofiting it, ought to 
have been eftablifhed in different parts ; and, 
finally, the rapacity of the receivers at the 
Cape ought to be curbed, and put a flop to. 

The direction at home have certainly 
contidered the corn-trade of the Capey in 
another point of view ; and feem to have 
been mifled by the plaufibility of a new- 
plan (although it was before fuggefted, in 
the year 1753, by Governor Mossel, in his 
Memorial of the State of India Jy grounded 

upon 
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upon ftatements, which, perhaps, fliewed 
every thing in the moft favourable light, 
and which promifed to afford immediate 
fruits, although the feeds of it were not yet 
ibwn. 

I allude to the promifes, or affertions, 
that were made, that the wheat might be 
provided for the low price of thirty-fix gil- 
ders per laft, and that contrails for fitch de- 
livery might be entered into ; it being pre- 
tended to be known, as a certainty, that, in 
the year before (1771), wheat had been 
fold at the rate of nine rixdollars of forty- 
eight flivers, per laft. 

I made enquiries among the farmers, and 
efpecially among thofe who had, for many 
years, frequented, or refided at, the town, 
both refpe^ng the price of the wheat, and 
that of the tallow, as it was alleged that 
a hundred pounds of candles had been fold 
for five gilders ; and all of them declared 
to me, that they never knew wheat to have 
been cheaper than nine or ten rixdollars, fay 
fromyiao toy.24 per waggon-load of ten 
mudy or eighteen hundred pounds weight * ; 
but that this had continued but a very fhort 

* Equal to 10/. or ii/. fterling, per quarter. T. 
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time ; and the greafe, of which the tallovr 
candles were made, they never knew to be 
lower than four rixdollars, or f.c) 12, per 
hundred pounds *. At prefent the waggon- 
load of wheat fells for thirty-two rixdollars, 
or fjjt 1 3 j and tallow for fix rixdollars, or 
y]i4 8, per hundred pounds •j'. 

It does not appear either, that hitherto this 
fetching away of the produce, has brought 
any advantage to the colony ; and this year 
(certainly alfo partly occafioned by a failure 
in the harveft), not even the flyboat from 
Batavia could procure a cargo, although the 
government of the CapCt in order to dilguife 
this want of grain, thought fit to order that 
veffel to Batavia with troops, though there 
were (hips enough at hand, or upon the point 
of arriving, by which the conveyajice of the 
troops might have been effcded, with more 
propriety and convenience. 

To render this a flourilhing colony, it 
would be neceflary to give to it a mixed 
government, and one that is adapted to the 
nature of the country, and the dilpofition of 

* About I 8 j. fterling per cwt. Englilh. T. 

f Refpeftively equal to about 351. (,d, fterling per quarter 
for wheat, and i^s. per cwt. for tallow. T. 
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its inhabitants ; a government that muft not 
be thwarted by the pontroulments of arbitrary 
power. It is at home that the means of put- 
ting this in practice, muft be fought for. 
The adminiftration of the goverment of this 
colony ought not to be put upon the fame 
footing, as that of the Company’s Afiatic 
pofTeffions, where the greateft part of their 
fubjedis confifts of a fervile and enflaved peo- 
ple, who muft be compelled, by violence, to 
cultivate their country, and to deliver the 
produce to the Company ; or where policy 
requires that ftate-pra6itices of expediency 
ftiould be reforted to, with refpe6t to the 
neighbouring princes, their allies, in order 
to contain them within due bounds, and to 
keep them quiet. 

The firft mode of adminiftration is both 
pracfticablc and neceflary here ; and for the 
latter, there is no appearance or even ftiadow 
of reafon. The numbers of the yet remain- 
ing Hottentots are too inconfidcrablc to be, 
in any ways, an objeift. The nature of the 
laws ought here, as well as every where elfe, 
to be moulded according to the nature of the 
inhabitants, and of their method of life, and 
means of fubfiftence. The inhabitants are 

all 
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all Europeans, or delcendants of Europeans 
(the fmall number of flaves does not here 
come in confideration)* who have not yet 
loft the remembrance, or the love, of liberty > 
to govern thefe with the iron rod of oriental 
defpotifm, and to fubje<ft them to arbitrary 
and illframed laws and regulations, can never 
afford a permanent fecurity, or muft termi- 
nate in the entire ruin of the colony. 

They earn their bread by agriculture, 
which we are taught by the examples laid 
before us by hiftory and obfervation, flourifhes 
no where in greater luxuriance, than under 
a mild government, and this, therefore, is of 
greater neceflity here, where the cultivation 
of the foil may be faid to be yet in its infancy. 

It was in this light that it was feen, by 
the father of this country, the worthy pro- 
moter of the welfare of this African colony, 
governor Tulbagh, who, by a refidence of 
upwards of fifty years on the fpot, was fully 
acquainted with the true interefts of the 
Colonifts, and the nature of the country ; and- 
who attached every heart to him, by his 
mild adminiftration, and his paternal atten- 
tion to the welfare of all : although death 
has, for many years, deprived the colony and 

the 
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the Company of the benefit of his fervices, 
he ftill lives in the grateful memory of the 
inhabitants ; and the remembrance of his 
truly paternal adminiHration will never be 
extinguifhed among them, and never will 
they forget the thoufand times blelTed name 
of Tulbagh. 

The difcovery lately made by Captain 
Gordon, of a large and navigable river in 
thefbuth latitudeof about 29°, mightproveof 
great advantage to this colony in particular, 
and to trade and navigation in general, if, 
as appears probable, it be found to extend to 
the northeaftward j as by that route a trade 
might be carried on into the heart of Africa, 
or into the rich country of Sofala, and a com- 
merce eftablhhed there, in gold and elephants’ 
teeth. Or if it be found to run to the weft- 
ward, and thus, probably, to difembogue 
itfelf in the Atlantic Ocean, a fettlemcnt 
might be formed at its mouth, and a bay or 
harbour eftabliftied, where fhips might re- 
main in fafety on the weft coaft of Africa. 

Gordon met with this river very acci- 
dentally and unexpebledly, and did not per- 
ceive it, till he was upon its banks, which 
were very fteep. He told me that the breadth 

of 
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of the river between them, was like that of 
the Maefe at Maejiricht, Afccnding a hill, he 
law that it divided itfelf into two branches 
towards the eall. The water of it was very 
clear, and well tailed ; and the land in that 
neighbourhood was grafl} and hilly 

* Compare this with what Sparman fays, voJ. ii. page 
152. “ Graote-ri'uier ^ or Great-rwtt, is faid to be the largeft 

“ river in Africa^ and to be no otherwife known than from 
“ the accounts of the Hottentots. It is reported to contain a 
“ great number of feacows, or riverhorfes, which are very 
« bold and daring ; fo that it cannot, without danger, be 
“ navigated for the purpofe of further exploring the country. 
“ It is jfuppofed to lie direflly to the northward, at the dif- 
“ tance of eight or ten days’ journey from the Sneeuw-iergen. 
“ It was faid to rife in the eaft, and run ftrait on towards the 
“ north. It is probable that this river foon after turns off to 
“ the weft and fouth, and is the fame Groote-rivier which I 
have inferted in my map, on the authority of Mr. Henry 
“ Hop’s Journal of an Expedition to the DiJlriH f Anamaguas, 
“ publiflied in a compilation called Kouvelle Defeription du 
“ Cap de Bonne Efperance. This river, however, muft not 
be confounded with another of the fame name, which 
“ empties itfelf at the eaftern fiiore of Africa, and the Caffre^ 
« coaft.” Thisriver is, probably, that called, by Colonel Gor- 
don, the river oiOrangCf and mentioned in Le Vaillant’s 
fecond journey. It is to be hoped that the death of Colonel 
Gordon will not deprive the world of the invaluable re- 
fults of his refearches ; and that, in whatever hands his 
papers may be, they will not be configned to oblivion, or 
withheld from the public, who might juftly form great ex- 
peftations from bis long refidence at the Cape, his frequent 
journies up the country, and his well-known zeal for the 
promotion of knowledge. T. 
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Not meeting with any place which was 
fordable, to carry over his baggage and arms, 
he found himfelf obliged to put a flop to his 
expedition, and after travelling a day’s jour- 
ney along its banks, to fet off on his return 
to the fouthward. 

The height of the barometer in the plaiit 
country, at the foot of the hills, he founc^ to 
be twenty- three inches, fo that the rifing of 
the land to the northward, mull be very con- 
liderable. 

The feafbns feemed here to be reverfed, 
for, while it was, at that time, the good mou- 
foon at the Cape, with dry weather, he there 
met with much rain, thunder, and lightning. 

In this river he met with a great number 
of feacows {hippopotami)^ and he (hewed 
me fome very curious drawings of them ; as 
likewife feveral (kcletons, and the reprefen- 
tations, as well of the hyena, or tiger- wolf 
as of an animal that has much analogy with 
the zebra, but is diflinguifhed from it, by 
the black ftripes being in a more ferpentine 
diredion towards the haunches, and that the 
head more refembled that of a horfe, than an 


afs. 


* Hyena maculata. 
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afi, which was, indeed, the cafe with the 
whole body 

•Moil likely the quagga (equus quagga) \ thefe animals 
ean be tamed and broke in; Sparkman fays he faw one 
driven in a team, with five horfes, at the Cape. The zebra too 
if we may believe Le Vaillant, is capable of being tamed 
by man, notwithftanding all that travellers and naturalifts 
have afferted with refpedk to its indocility : he relates, that 
hav^g hunted down a female zebra, he got upon her back ; 
her refinance was feeble, and lels than that of a horfe not yet 
broke in, and (he foon went as traftably as his hoife; he 
rode her for about a mile, but his hounds having, in the chace, 
bitten her feverely in feveral places, and as he could not 
afford time to (lay the deeding of her wounds, he was obliged 
to abandon the projedf he had formed of keeping and taming 
her, and to gwe her up to his Hottentots, who difpatchcd 
her, and feafted on her fleilj. T. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Expenditure and Receipts of the Colony. — Eftahlijh~ 
ment. — Articles of fT rade — To and from the Cape, 
— Revenues of the Company. — Means of rendering 
this Colony lefs burthenfome. 

TThE colony of the Cape, conhdered by 
itfclf, is an objedl of confiderable expcnce to 
the Company, as it cofts them annualljt 
about three hundred thoufand gilders more 
than it yields, by rcafon of the little trade 
which they carry on, and the Rrong garrifon 
which is obliged to be kept here. 

In the year 1770, the expenditure of the 
colony amounted to the 

fum of . . ^^452, 010 15 O 

and the net receipts to ^ 57 > 5 5 ^ ^ 


thus, in that year, there 

was a deficiency of ^1294,454 3 

without 

* 46,768/. its. 3J. fterling. In 1779, the charges amounted 
71505,269, and the receipts toyi 1951 168, making the balance 
againft the Cafe amount to f. 310,101 (£.28,191 fterling). 

Governor 
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without taking into confideration the intereft 
of a capital of f.^o/^yoo^ 8 8*, for which 
this colony then ftood debtor, for balances 
of fpecie, amounts of ammunition, flaves, 
cattle, &c. and which is not now (1778) 
diminifhed. 

The articles of trade which are fent from 
Holland to the Cape by the Company, con- 
lift, for the greateft part, in iron, coals, and 
nails. 

Many complaints arc made refpefting the 
fupply of the two firftmentioned articles, in 
which no regularity, or due proportion, is 
obferved. The ftores are fometimes amply 
provided with iron, and no coals to lupply 
the forges for its preparation ; and, at other 
times, the contrary takes place ; and, in thofe 

Governor Mossel calculated, in his time, that the charges 
might amount 10/404,000 ; againft which he took, for the re- 
venues, a lum of/ 1 140,000, which would leave a balance of only 
/.a64,ooo (about £ .24,000) : but he calculated upon an efta- 
blilhment of no more than 900 men, including the civil, medi- 
cal, military, and eeclefiaftiral departments. In 1776-1777, 
however, the eftablilhment of the Dutch Company at the Cape 
was as follows : 506 perfons in civil, and fixteen in ecclefiaftical, 
employments; fixteen furgeons and affiflants, thirty-nine be- 
longing to the artillery, 326 feamen and marines employed on 
fliore, 872 foldiers, and 206 mechanics; in all, 1,981 Euro- 
peans. 7 ". 

* About 82,182/. 4J. W, fterling, T. 

cafes, 
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cafes, the inhabitants, but more particularly 
the farmers, are compelled, by the purveyor^ 
to take more than they want, of what hap- 
pens to be mod: abundant j and this is again 
a grievance that prclfes hard upon the agri- 
culturer. 

In former times, I was told, that the 
Company ufed to lend to the Cape fuch wood 
as was required for the conftruftion of wag- 
gons ; but as there has been a want of fiich 
wood in Holland, as well as in other parts of 
Europe, the exportation of any to this colony 
has not, for many years, taken place. 

The articles of trade which the Company 
fend from India to the Cape, are, a few 
coarfe cotton cloths, a quantity of arrack, 
and eight or nine hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of rice : but the whole does not yield 
much profit. 

Different articles are like wife brought in 
private trade from India, as coffee, fugar, 
and efpecially timber, together with fome 
cotton cloths. Individuals alfo bring with 
them various trifles from Holland, but no 
articles of any confequence. 

On the other hand, the Cape furnifhes to 
India, a cargo of wheat, fotne butter, and 

four 
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four or five hundred leagers of wine. The 
firft and the laft article are now likewile fent 
to Holland *. 

The cnief revenues of the Company arife 
from the duties upon exports, imports, wines, 
&c. the tithes of the produftions of the field, 
and the tax upon farms, which is fettled at 
twenty-five rixdoUars annually : Wealthy far- 
mers pay this tax in ready money ; but thofe 
who are poor, or who live at a diffcance, and 
cannot procure cafh for their produce, or 
fuch as are peculiarly favoured by the col- 
ledtors, arc allovned to pay it in kind, that 
s, in cattle, or in wheaff*. 

Although 

Between fifty and fixty aWms of Conftantia wine, was the 
<• quantity ufually fold evety year by the Dutch Eaft-India Com- 
pany, at their autumn-fales. V. 

'J- Befides the annual tax for his farm, the farmer paid allb for 
wax candles four rixdollars a year, for every horfe one ftiver, 
and for every hundred (heep one gilder. Each farmer, whether 
rich or poor, ,or poflefled of a large or fmall farm, pays for 
mending the roads j and all pay ferry-money alike, let thei 
road lead them that way or not. A tax was likewlfe levied by 
the Dutch Company, under the denomination of lion and tyger- 
money ; this tax was paid by each burgher, at the rate of four 
rixdollars for lion, and two gilders for tiger-money ; out of this 
fund, at the time when the colony began to extend itfelf, 
and when the colonifts were much infefted by wild beafts, 
a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or 
caught any of thefe animals. At firif, government paid 
fixteen rixdollars for a lion, and ten gilders for a tiger, 

after 
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Although the colony is thus a yeaily heavy 
charge upon the Company, it amply com- 
penfates for the expenditure of three hun- 
dred thoufand gilders per annum, by its ex- 
cellent pofition, for a place of refrefhment, 
for the outward and homeward bound India 
fhips. It is likewife much frequented for 
that purpofe by Ihips of other nations, which 
do not contribute, in a flight degree, to the., 
advantage of the colony, both by their daily 
expenditure at the Cape, and by their afford- 
ing a vent for its productions ; and which, in 
my opinion, ought rather to be encouraged 
than difcountenanced, as they, in general, 
pay ready money, and we, by that means, 
draw the fpecie of other nations into our 
hands. Indeed, the prohibitory regulations, 
in this refpect, ferve, at prefent, no other 
purpofe than that of filling the pockets of 
thofe who are appointed to prevent a clan- 
deftiye trade. 

after which, the fum was cliniininied to ten rixJollars for a 
lion’s, and fix gilders for a tiger’s (kin. But when thefe ani- 
mals were lb far extirpated, that feldom an.y were to be feen., 
the premium was difeontinued, excepting in cafe they were 
brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly prafticable. Bui 
the tax remained in three, and allumed the nature of a per- 
manent impoft. T 
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Political confiderations have, probably, pre- 
vented the Company from granting the free- 
dom of trade and navigation to the colonifts 
of the Cape ; for I imagine that they cannot 
have failed to perceive that nothing would 
more contribute to leflen the charges of the 
fettlement, or to encreafe the revenues 
againll them, and to add to its power and 
importance, than fuch a meafure. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Departure from the Cape of Good Hope. — View of 
the If and St. Helena. — Of the If and of Ascen- 
sion. — Narrow Bounds prejcriled to the Com- 
pany’s Ships. — Reafons why other Nations fo far 
outflrip the Dutch in naval Improvements. — A Ball 
of Fire. — Pajfage of the Line. — Council afembled 
on board the Commodore. — Meeting with a Fleet of 
fxteen Ships of War. — An Eclipje of the Sun . — 
View of Lizard-Pik»/. — Meeting with the 
cruifng Frigates. — Pajfage of the Straits of 
Dover. — Arrival before Ylv ini's c, and in the 
Road o/'Rammekens. 

HE departure of the third divifion of the 
return-fleet being fixed for the 2d of April, 
the fhips crews were muftered on the firft of 
that month, and, on the day after, we re- 
ceived our difpatches on board, in the morn- 
ing. At four o’clock, p.m. the flaglhip made 
the fignal for getting under weigh, and we 
were foon under fail, with a light breeze of 
wind from the foutheaft. In the evenino-. 
it fell perfectly calm, with the appearance of 
variable weather in tl;e Iky, w'hile a heavy 

fea 
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fea rolling into the bay from the fouthweft^ 
fet us ftrongly towards the eaft (here, and we 
had much to do to avoid being driven upon 
it during the night. This made us deter- 
mine, as {bon as the day broke, to run again 
into the outer road of the Cape, and, at ten 
o clock, A.M. all the {hips of the fleet lay 
again at anchor in the road. 

We did not, however, {lop long ; for, at 
half pa{l one o’clock, p.m. the {butheafl 
wind again coming on, the flagfliip made the 
{ignal for getting under {ail ; which had a 
better ifl'ue, as at four o’clock we had all 
pafTed Robben or ^wZ-ifland, and were out 
at fea. 

The {buthea{l wind, with which we had 
left the Cape, kept {leady, and blew hard, 
lb that on the i ith of April, we had already 
palTed the tropic of capricorn, and entered 
the terrid zone. 

On the 1 8th of April, all the captains of 
the fleet went on board the flagfhip, by 
flgnal fiom the commodore, where we re- 
ceived information that we were to purfue 
our voyage to Holland, through the Chan- 
nel i and two days afterwards, we law, at 

break 
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break of day, the ifland St. Helena^ paffing 
it at four o’clock, p.m. 

The weather began now to grow very 
hot, and the thermometer was fometimes, in 
the afternoon, as high as 87®, while the 
coolnels of the night made it fall no lower 
than to 81°, 

On the 26th of April, at daybreak, we 
run in fight of the ifland Afeenjiony pafling it 
in the afternoon, and lofing fight of it in the 
evening:. 

This ifland lies 1® 37' too much to the 
eallward, in our maps, according to the 
obfervations of M. de la Caille made in 
the road ; but the latitude agrees with the 
obfervations made by us. We had, in fight 
of it, a north wefterly variation of 1 1 which 
differs one degree from the obfervation of 
the variation, when in fight of the fame 
ifland, on my former voyage, being now- 
one degree more, fb that the line {hewing 
io° variation, was removed in feven years 
one degree to the weftward. 

Hence we fleered for the equinodlial line 
N.w. by N. although the general failing- 
orders, and particular inflruilions of the 

Company, 
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Company, direft that it Ihould be n.w. 
The reafon of this our difobcdience, was, 
that a N.w. by n. courfe was materially 
Shorter than the other, which would, at 
lead:, have led us one hundred and thirty or 
forty leagues farther ; for this reafon, the 
fhips of other nations, when they have a fair 
opportunity, never jfteer more to the weft- 
ward, than they can help, and keep in a 
northerly courfe ; thefe, not being bound to 
follow any particular inftrudtion or failing- 
orders, with refpeil to their navigation, ge- 
nerally perform much fhorter voyages, both 
to and from the Eaft-Indies, than the fhips 
of the Company. Hence too, the com- 
manders of Dutch fhips, impeded, and fet- 
tered in their proceedings, cannot poflibly 
make as much progrefs as others, in the im- 
provement of navigation } and to this it 
may alfo, in my opinion, be greatly attri- 
buted, that the Englifh, the French, and 
others, fo far outftrip us in the making of 
improvements, new difeoveries, &c. although 
our Eaft-India trade might reafonably be fup- 
pofed to be an excellent nurfery for feameii» 
and a fchool for the greateft nautical im- 

provenueiits, 
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provements* on account of the number of 
fliips and men it employs, and the diftance 
and divcrfity of the voyages. 

It is eafy to refute the objeftion, that this 
liberty of proceeding might be abufed to the 
prejudice of the Company’s interefts. In 
order, however, to prevent the ftoppage of 
wages and premiums, the feizure of goods, 
and other difficulties, which would enfue to 
the fhips’ officers and crews, from this devi- 
ation from the ftrid letter of the Company’s 
inftrudlions, we, the five commanders of the 
fhips, agreed to let the courfe fleered be 
noted as n.w. in the fhips’ journals, and I 
accordingly followed this method in mine, 
till the eight of May, after which time, the 
true courfe was noted down. This gave a 
difference of full fixty leagues, which we 
ought to have failed more to the weflward, 
if we would afterw'ards have had to bear 
away to the eaflward again. 

On the 28th of April, a little after eight 
o’clock in the evening, we faw a ball of 
fire, about the fize of a cannon-ball, fhoot- 
ing from eafl to weft, and which left be- 
hind it a broad, undulating, fiery ftripe, 
which continued vifible for a quarter of an 

hour 
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hour after the ball had difappeared, and 
feemed gradually to be driven by the wind 
to the weftward ; the fky appeared at that 
time with patches of lowering and ftormy 
clouds, the wind was at s.E. and the ther- 
mometer Itood at 82®. 

On the 3d of May we pafled the line, 
and the commodore was welcomed in the 
northern hemifphere by a falute of eleven 
guns from each fhip. 

On the following day, we loft the fettled 
foutheafterly tradewind, and we met with 
light and variable airs, calms, and heavy 
fhowers of rain, not, however, accompanied 
with much thunder and lightning ; the heat 
encreaftd conliderably at the fame time, 
although we did not fee the fun for fevcral 
days, the air being, for the moft part, very 
hazy, and the (ky cloudy. The medium 
height of the thermometer, from the ift to 
the 9th of May, including both day and 
night, was 83®, and at noon it was fome- 
times 89°. This continued till the nth, 
when we met with refreftiing gales from 
the northeaft, and afterwards clearer wea- 
ther, in the north latitude of 6® and 7®. 

On the 17th we were in I2|® north lati- 
tude. 
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tude, when we edged away from n.w. by n. 
to north, as clofe as wind and weather would 
permit, in order, if poffible, to run in fight 
of the iflands Carvus and Floris. 

Here the northeafi: and eafi; wind began 
to blow in frelh gales, frequently with a 
ftormy Iky, and much rain, till in the north 
latitude of 30®, when the wind veered more 
to the foutheaft, till in about 40®, when it 
changed to well, though only for two days ; 
after which it changed again to northeaft, 
with fidfF gales and rain, by which our pro- 
grefs was much retarded. The thermome- 
ter Ihewed that we had left the torrid zone, 
and were approaching our native climate, 
as it feldom rofe, in the warmefi: part of 
the day, higher than 65* or 66°, and in the 
morning, before funrile, it was at 59° 
and 60°. 

On the 26th of May, we faw a ftrange 
fail, for the firft time, being a little French 
frigate, coming from Nantes, and going to 
St. Domingo. 

On the next day, I went, together with 
the other captains, on board of the commo- 
dore, who had made the fignal for our affem- 
bling on board the flag-lhip; where, after 

having 
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having formed a council, and finifhed our 
matters of bulinefs, we were entertained 
during the remainder of the day, and re- 
turned in the evening, on board of our refpcc- 
tive ihips. 

On the 29th, I had the pleafure of enter- 
taining them on board of my Ihip, where 
we all dined together; and on which occa- 
fion, fome alterations were made in the 
failing-orders. We were now in that part 
of the ocean called the grafs-fea. 

On the I ft of June, we faw, in the after- 
noon, a fleet of fixteen ftiips of war, bearing 
down upon us from the eaft, who clofed 
round us in the evening, and forced us to 
keep in company with them, till midnight, 
after w hich, they again allowed us to contif 
nue our voyage. When the day appeared, 
they fhewed Englifli colours ; but, from all 
the circumftances, it appeared that they 
were a French fleet, cruifing to intercept 
the Englifli homewardbound Eaft-India- 
men. 

On the 9th, one of our failors fell from 
the mainyard upon the deck, and died fliortly 
after, by the fall. He was the third man 

that 
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that we had loft fince our departure from 
the Cape. 

On the 24th, we faw an eclipfe of the 
fun, of which I could not obferve either the 
beginning or the middle, but the end was, 
according to ftveral obfervations, in the af- 
ternoon, at eleven minutes paft four o’clock, 
true time ; and as, according to the Con- 
noijfance des 'Temps, it was to be at Paris at 
forty-fix minutes paft five o’clock, which 
gave a difference in time with us, of one 
hour and thirty-five minutes, and fliewed 
we were in longitude 355° 7', while, by 
our reckoning, we were in 1° 47' eaft of 
Teneriffe, by which it appeared, that we 
were 5“ 40' more to the weft ward, than we 
had computed j this agreed with three ob- 
fervations of the diftances of the fun and 
moon, which I had made four days before : 
and although, on the 2d of July, on feeing 
the point, we perceived no more 

than two degrees of wefterly mifreckoning, 
yet I truft, that the obfervation approached 
very near the truth, and that, in failing eaft- 
ward with ftiff gales of wind, we had calcu- 
lated too little ; for three of the other fhips, 

iu 
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in the diftance of fifty-five leagues, between 
the firft meeting with foundings, and the 
view of the land, computed to have failed 
a degree more than we ; and which, on 
feeing the land, was found to be right *. 

On the 29th of June, we firft ftruck 
foundings, at four o’clock, a.m. in one hun- 
dred fathoms, and on the 2d of July, we 

* The Dutch manner of navigating, is peculiar to them- 
felves. They fleer by the true compafs, or rather endeavour 
fo to do, by means of a fmall moveable central card, which they 
fet to the meridian : and whenever they difeover the variation 
has altered degrees fince the laft adjuftment, they again cor- 
reft the central card. This is fleering within a quarter- of a 
point, without aiming at greater exadbiefs. The officer of the 
watch, likevdfe, corredls the courfe for lee-way, by his own 
judgment, before it is marked down in the log-board. They 
heave no log. Their manner of computing their run, is by 
means of a meafured diflance of forty feet, along the (hip's fide : 
they take notice of any remarkable patch of froth, when it is 
abreafl of the foremofl end of the meafured diftance, and count 
half feconds till the mark of froth is abreafl of the after-end* 
With the number of half feconds thus obtmned, they divide 
the number 48, taking the produft for the rate of failing in 
geographical miles in one hour, or the number of Dutch miles 
in four hours. It is not ufttal to make any allowance to the 
fun’s declination, on account of being on a different meridian 
from that for which the tables are calculated : they, in general, 
compute the numbers juft as they are found in th* table. 
From all this, it is not difficult to conceive the reafon why the 
i)utch are frequently above ten degrees out in their reckon- 
ing. T. 


faw 
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iaw the Lizard-^o'mt, bearing w.n.w. and 
on the 3d, at fix o’clock, p.m. we met the 
States’ cruifing frigates, the Waakzaambeid, 
(the Vigilance), and the Venus, the former 
commanded by Captain Matthew Sloot, 
and the latter, by Captain Jacob Peter 
VAN Braam, with which laft we purfued 
our voyage on the following day, for the 
haven of our deftination. 

On the 8th of July, we all anchored be- 
hind the Shingles, as the wind was too 
much to the northward, to pafs the ftraits 
of Dover, and to run into the North-fea. 
We remained here till the loth, when the 
wind coming round to the s.'W. and s.s.w. 
we got under fail ; pafled the ftraits in the 
afternoon ; parted from the frigate, and the 
three other Ihips, on the following day, at 
four o’clock, A.M. fleering for the ifland of 
Walcheren, in company with the (hip Gan- 
ges', came in fight of the ifland at noon j 
and anchored at feven o’clock p.m. at the 
mouth of the palfage called the Deurloo. 

The day after, which was the 12th of 
July, we entered the Deurloo, call anchor at 
half pall; nine o’clock, dole to the buoy 
N® 2, and the following day, at noon, be- 
fore 
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fore the town of Flujhing^ where we were 
obliged to remain, by calms and contrary 
winds, till the 2 2d, before we could get the 
fhip as far as the road of Rammekens ; and 
on the 23d, we were difeharged from the 
Company’s fervice, by the direftors Rader- 
MACHER and Van de Perre. 


APPENDIX. 
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No. I. 

REGULATIONS and ORDERS, 

Refpefling the commifllons and emoluments to be en- 
joyed by the fervants of the Company at Batavia^ and 
in the undermentioned adminiftrations, ordained in the 
council of India, by refoiutions of the 26th and 28th 
of Auguft, 1755. 

Section, i. Of the CaJlAers. 

Article i. TJ Y this denomination is hereby folely 
^ underftood, the grand calhier of the 
Company, holding tlie general daily cafh, and the calhier 
of general receipts ; the calhier of the paymafter’s office 
being conlidered ratlier as a diftributer of wages, and thus 
not comprehended in the following orders ; no more than 
the keeper of the Company's fpecie; or the fenior mer- 
chant of the caftle, who has tlie keeping of the great 
treafury ; or the refpedlive fecretaries of any boards, or 
others, adling as calhiers to fubordinate focieties, already 
eftablilhed in this city, or hereafter to be eftablilhed. 

Art. II. The grand calhier, or the keeper of the 
daily calh, lhall receive of all monies paid into his hands, 
pr which he lhall pay away, one-half per cent, which 
lhall be contributed by the payers and receivers j but the 
objefts fpeciiled hereunder, lhall not be fubjedf to the 
faid half per cent, but lhall be paid, received, and ac- 
counted for in toto, namely: 

I. The falaries and houferents of the members of this 
government, and their fecretaries, and of the brigadier, 
and the two fenior merchants of the caftle ; and alfo the 
houferents of the members of the council of juftice, and 
of the reformed clergymen of the city. 


2. The 
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2. The monies transferred, from time to time, to the 
great treafury, by warrants from the governor general, or 
received by him for daily expenditure. 

3. All that is paid to the chief of the foldy-coviplolr, or 
paymafter’s office, for payment of board-wages. 

4. All that is furnilhed to the chief •winkelierf or pur- 
veyor, for payment of wages, &c. 

5. The monies arifing from the duties, collected by 
the coUeftors of excife and cuftoms, and which are paid 
into the Company’s treafury. 

6 . The monies paid out of the treafury, by refolution 
of the government, to the board of fcheepens of the city, 
for city-ufes, cleanfing the canals, &c. 

7. The produce of bankrupt-eftates paid into the Com- 
pany’s hands, by their affignees, for tire benefit of their 
European creditors. 

8. The capitals taken upon intereft, from the orphan- 
chamber, board of dikes and fluices, commiffioners of 
eftates, churches, and hofpitals, and the interell paid up- 
on them by the Company. 

9. The monies remitted by bills of exchange to Hol- 
land, or to the Cape of Good Hope. 

10. Loans from individuals to the Company, if any 
neceffity ffiould arife for negociating fuch. 

11. Transfers of capitals at intereft. 

12. Penlions allowed to the widows of clergymen. 

13. Penfions to the fervants of the Company who have 
retired. 

14. Cafh paid to the Company’s ferv^ants, in lieu of 
their emoluments. 

15. Monies paid to the Company on account of any 
old debts. 

1 6. Money remitted by the curator ad lites, out of the 
eftates of the deceafed fervants of the Company. 

17. Cafh arifing from fales out of the different admini- 
ftrations, including the fale of liquors, 8cc. in the provifion- 
magazine, unferviceable goods in the amha^fkiuartier, 
and goods belonging to the Company, fold by the ven- 
duemafter. 

18. Whatever is paid, or remitted, to the hofpitals, 
the Jeminarium theologicum, and the marine academy. 

19. Whatever is paid to, or for the maintenance of, 
the Indian envoys, ftate-prifoners, and native princes, to- 
gether 
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gether with all others who may be reckoned to belong to 
them. 

20. Portages of letters. 

21. What is paid to the officers of the native militia, 
or trainbands, and to the city-officers ; namely, to the 
weighmarter, furveyor, fuperintendent of the fifhmarket, 
fuperintendeiit of the ricemarket, affizer of the fliambles, 
and the governefs of the houfe of corredlion for females. 

22. What is paid to the writer at Tangerang, for pur- 
chafe of paddee, &c. for thofe who lie in garrifon there. 

23. What is paid at the ambagtjkiuartier, the iflami 
OnruJIy and the admiralty-wharf, for the maintenance of 
flaves, &c. 

24. The board of tlie government-flaves. 

25. The money which the fervants of the Company 
receive, for provifions, upon their departure for Holland. 

26. The fpecie that is delivered to the captains of 
(hips, upon leaViiig India, for the purchafe of refreffi- 
ments, upon touching at foreign ports. 

27. Penalties and forfeitures incurred by fentences of 
the refpeifiive courts of jurtice, and paid into the treafury 
of the Company. 

28. Sales of rice at the bazar, for the relief of the in* 
habitants. 

29. Payments to bakers, for bread, &c. furniflied to 
the government. 

30. Whatever payments are required to be made, to 
the captains of ftiips, for purchafe of falt-fifh, cadjang, 
beans, tamarinds, &c. for their crews, upon the failure 
of fupply of any of thofe articles from die Company’s 
ftores. 

3 1 . And although the Palembangers, by refolution of 
the 23d of Auguft, 1748, are liberated from the payment 
of the aforefaid one-half per cent, upon the pepper and 
tin which they furnirti, yet the cafhier fliall continue to 
receive the fame, and it ffiall be carried to the account of 
thofe articles, conformable to the tenor of the aforefaid 
refolution. 

Art. III. Of all what is not included in the above 
exceptions, the cartiier ffiall, receive the faid one-half per 
cent, and ffiall be bound to keep due note thereof, and 
ffiall deliver a rtatement thereof every year to the direc- 
tor general, upon the clofe of the books, in order that its 
amount may be divided, among thofe to whom a ffiare 

therein 
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diereln has been granted; namely, to the calhier himfelf# 
one-fourth ; to each of the two fenior merchants of the 
caftle, one-eighth ; to the fecond in the great treafury, 
one-eighth; to the negotie-comptoir, or board of trade, 
three-fixteenfhs ; to the office of the dire£lor general, one- 
eighth; and to the examiners of the bybooks of Batavia, 
cme-fixteenth. 

Art. IV. The cafhier of general receipts, (hall equally 
receive one-half per cent, upon the amounts of the farm- 
ed duties, that is, to be paid by the farmers, fo that the 
whole amount of the duties fhall be made good to the 
Company. But the faid one-half per cent fhall not be 
paid — 

1 . Of the further revenues, which are accounted for at 
the general monthly offreckoning of the receipts; 

2. Nor of the money paid into the Company’s grand 
treafury. 

Art. V. The above half per cent fhall, at the termi- 
nation of the year, be divided, two-thirds to the receiver 
general, and one-third to the cafhier of general receipts. 

Section ii. Of the Adminjjlrators in general. 

Art. I. In this general denomination are included, 
not only thofe who are ufually called warehoufekeepers, 
or fuperintendents of the Company’s warehoufes, ftores, 
and magazines, but likewife all thofe who have any ad- 
miniftration over the Company’s etfecfs ; as, the chiefs of 
the admiralty-wharf, of the ambagtjkivartier, of the arfe- 
nal, of the armoury, and of the ftables, or the command- 
ant and comptroller of equipment, the fabriek, the chief 
of the artillery, the warden of the armoury, and the fta- 
blekeeper, all whom fhall enjoy tlie following advantages, 
and be fubjeft to the following obligations and reftridlions, 
which are comm.on to them all. 

Art. II. The common emoluments of all the' ad- 
miniftrations of the commercial warehoufes, the tyharf, 
the ambagtjk'wartier, the provifion-magazine, the grain- 
magazine, the medical dil'penfary, the armoury, the ar- 
tillery-yard, and the ftables, fliall confift in the follow- 
ing: 

I . That, although the five per cent formerly allowed 
on purehafes is wholly abolifhed, tlie adminlftrators fhall, 
neverthelefs, be permitted to be the providers of fuch 

goods. 
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goods, as are wanted in their refpeftive warehoufes, and 
mull be purchafed for fending off, &c. provided the fam.^ 
pies thereof be laid before the direftor general, and the 
prices of them approved of by him. 

2. They fhall all likewife have, to be paid by the pur- 
chafers of goods, that are fold for ready money, out of 
their adminiftrations, five per cent upon the amounts, but 
not upon what is fumifiied, on account of payments to 
the members of the government, and other privileged 
perfons, to the different boards, and to the hofpitals, who 
fhall continue to account for what they receive from the 
refpediive adminiftrations, according to the prefent cufi- 
tom, twice every year, upon the cuftomary warrants. 

Art. III. Notwithftanding the ufual annual oath of 
purgation has been mortified and abolifhed, yet the ad- 
miniftrators in general, all together, and each one in par- 
ticular, ftiall be bound diligently to obferve, and accu- 
rately to attend to, the following duties of their offices ; 

1. That they fliall have, each in their refpedfive ad- 
miniftrations, to a£t as carefully and economically, as if 
they were attending to their own individual concerns. 

2. That, with refpeft to the goods they furnilh to the 
Company, they ftiall have ftriftly to attend to the orders 
which are given to them, as well in regard to the prices, 
as to the qualities j and further, on this head, that they 
fhall not only be fatisfied with their juft dues, but fliall, 
as much as lies in their power, and as far as they can in 
their refpeftive departments, take care, that others do 
not a£l diftioneftly towards the Company. 

3. That, in regard to the overweights and overmeafures, 
they fliall not exceed the limitations made on that fubjeft, 
and that in thefe, and alfo in tlie undermentioned off- 
reckonings and deficiencies, both at the receipt and de- 
livery, and which are allotted to them as an honourable 
means of fubfiftence, tliey fliall have to behave themfelves 
as perfons of honour and honefty, without defrauding any 
one, or exaifling, or taking, any thing more than what is 
juftly due to them, or charging any one more than is 
right, much lefs defrauding any one in weights or mea- 
fures, or being guilty of any adulteration, commixtion, or 
fubftitution of goods ; neither fliall they fuffer, if they can 
prevent it, any one to be guilty of any of thefe enormities; 
but, on the contrary, fliall as carefully watch againft, and 
endeavour to prevent them, as they could or might do in 

their 
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their o\m affairs j the whole upon pain, that, whoever 
fhall be found to have offended againft this article, (hall, 
without the leaft favour or refpe£l: of perfons, be difmiffed, 
and declared incapable of ferving the Company ; and fur- 
ther punifhed as fhall be judged fit and necefiary, accord- 
ing to the circumftances of the cafe. 

Art. IV. And in order that the aforefaid adminiflra- 
tors, and efpecially the warehoufekeepers, be the better 
able duly to attend to the difcharge of their feveral duties, 
they fliali be bound, either at tire receipt or difpatch of 
goods, to be prefent, as often as their fervice fliall be re- 
quired, without refpecl of days or hoyrs ; and for the 
performance of tlie ordinary work of their offices, they 
are required to attend on the four principal workingdays 
pf the week, namely, Mondays, Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and 
.Fridays, from feven to eleven o’clock in the forenoon, 
and from two to five or fix o’clock in the afternoon, as 
alfo on the mornings of Wednefdays and Saturdays at 
the fame hours, on the afternoons of which days they 
fhall likewife be bound to attend, if necefiary, on the pain 
of forfeiting one month’s w^ges for every iriftance of ne-. 
gle£l, to the benefit of the common purfe of the pen- 
niils. 

Art. V. The commandant and comptroller of equip- 
ment {equipa^emeejler\ the fabriek, and the chief of the 
artillery, fhall not only be confidered as adminiftrators of 
many of the warehoufes and llores in their feveral de- 
partments, but fhall likewife be refponfible for the con- 
duct of their fubordinate adminiftrators, mafters, and 
wardens, with the provifo that they (hall be at liberty to 
take fuch precautions in this refpeft as they may judge 
proper for their fecurity and difcharge, and alfo to make 
fuch complaints and reprefentations as may be necefiary, 
refpe£ting any inattention, negle£t, omilfion, or other evil 
practices of thofe inferior officers, which fhall be imme* 
diately attended to and redreffed. 

Art. VI. Finally, all the aforefaid adminiftrators, in 
general, fhall have to take care, that the quantities arifing 
upon the overweights and meafures, either upon receipt, 
or delivery, of fuch goods as the Company referve ex- 
clufively to themfelves, fhall not fall into the hands of 
private individuals, although the difpofitl of them to fuch 
perfons may be more advantageous, but as much as they 
fhall have been able to fave by the allowed overweights 

upon 
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upon fuch articles, namely, Japan copper, whether in 
bars, plates, or wire, all other copper, pepper, tin, coffee, 
faltpetre, and the finer fpices, among which are included 
long pepper and cubebs, fhall every year be delivered to 
the Company ; neverthelefs, if various prices for any of 
die above articles are given by the Company, the higheft 
fliall be paid to them ; yet, with this provifo, that, with 
refpedf to the pepper which is delivered to the Company 
by the adminifirators, they ftiall receive for that which 
they gain by the allowed overweights and offreckonings, 
in the fame manner as heretofore, twelve rixdollars per 
picol, provided that they infert in the warrant of pay- 
ment, or annex to it, a fpecific account, proving that the 
quantity delivered at that price does not exceed the al- 
lowed "overweights and offreckonings ; and with refpeft 
to the pepper which they further purchafe out of the over- 
weights and offreckonings allowed to the commanders of 
veflels, they fhall only have to pay for it, at the rate of 
nine rixdollars per picol. But all the other goods which 
they may obtain out of their allowed overweights and 
meafures, they fhall be at liberty to difpofe of as they 
think proper, either by fale to private perfons, by fhipping 
them off to other places, or by delivery to the Company. 


Section hi. Of the Adminijirators in particular. 

Art. I. Befides the above emoluments, which fliall 
be common to all the adminiflrations, the refpedtive warc- 
houfekeepers fhall further enjoy thofe that follow, each 
according to the circumftances of his office, and to be di- 
vided in the manner preferibed, and fubje£l to the re- 
ttriclions added to them. 

Art. II. The commercial warehoufes. 

By this denomination are underftood the warehoufes on 
the weft fide, at the water-gate, on the illands Onrujl and 
Ku\'per, and the fugat and cloth warehoufes, conftituting 
five different adminiltrations, over very different fpecies of 
merchandize. 

Art. III. The warehoufes on the weft fide and at the 
watei-gate fhall, with refpedl to the advantages, be 
combined, and the following emoluments, allowed to 
the four admiiiiftrators, fhall be annually divided among 

them 
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them in equal portions, each having an equal degree of 
refponfibility. 

1. The coffee delivered to the Company from the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra, fhall be houfed in thefe warehoufes, ac- 
cording to the orders of the director general, and whether 
more or lefs fhall be received at each, the profits upon 
the whole fhall be on the common account, and for the 
common benefit of all the adminiflrators, and fhall con- 
fift, according as the cuflom is at prefent, in an allowed 
overweight, namely, that the coffee received at the rate 
of one hundred and forty pounds per picol, fhall be de- 
livered by bales of two picols, or two hundred and''fifty 
pounds, with two pounds for draft, out of which differ- 
ence the aforefaid adminiflrators fhall have to make good 
all lofs in weight by drying, during the time that it fhall 
lie under their care, likewife all damage and wafle, ex- 
cepting fuch as may occur by extraordinarv circum- 
ftances, or by accidents, which they could not prevent, 
and refpecling which, die authority for their being al- 
lowed, fhall depend upon the fpecial approval of the go- 
vernment. 

2. Tea on freight, forwarded to Holland, fhall hence- 
forward pay one Ikilling, or one-eighth of a rixdollar, per 
picol, for the trouble which the laid warehoufekeepers 
have concerning it, whether it be received into the ware- 
houfes on the welt fide alone, or both in them, and in 
thofe at the water-gate, as circumftances may induce ; 
and, on the other hand, the faid adminiflrators fhall be 
refponfible for the damage and lofs which may happen to 
the tea, and which might have been prevented by proper 
care, from the time of the receipt, till that of the de- 
livery. 

3. The aforefaid warehoufekeepers fhall not have to 
claim any bonification of offreckonings, or diminutions, 
beyond the aforefaid allowed emoluments, upon goods 
which they fhall receive in their adminiftrations, accord- 
ing to the prefent regulation, but fliall have to anfwer for 
them, piece for piece, and pound for pound, excepting 
the fpiccs, the underweights of wlvch fhall, if required, 
be teftified upon oath before the fupreme government, 
and be in confequence allowed, according to circum- 
ftances, by fpecial refolutions ; and of which the furplus- 
weights fhall be to the advantage of the Company -, and 

refpe£ting 
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refpefting which, all private trade, and all indireft con- 
&u£t, is prohibited, upon pain of corporal punilhment, 
and of death, according to circumftances, agreeable to 
the ftatutes which, in this refpeft, are left in their full 
force ; as likewife the ancient order, that the adminiftra- 
tors of the weftfide warehoufes, on quitting their em- 
ployments, or on being appointed to other offices, fliall 
take an oath that they have afted with fidelity and ho- 
nefty, during the time of their adminiftration. 

Art. IV. The fugar-warehoufe. 

1. All the goods received therein (hall be delivered outi 
again, 'Ifee of all deficiency and underweight. 

2. Excepting, the long-accuftomed allowance, of one 
pound per hundred for draft on the copper in plates, &c. 
iheetlead, piglead, and vermillion. 

3. And there ffiall be no further emoluments received 
there, than fix ftivers per picol, to be paid by the de- 
liverer of the powder-fugar, which is delivered to the 
Company, and ferving for the purpofes of trade, that is, of 
the tvvo forts cabejfa and bariga and nine ftivers upon 
each picol fugar-candy, without any overweight or fur- 
ther charge upon the deliverer of any kind or fort what- 
ever. 

4. The approval and valuation of the fugars which are 
furnifhed, fhall neverthelefs remain, according to the pre- 
fent and ancient cuftom, with the dire£for general. 

5. Laftly, thofe of the aforefaid warehoufe ffiall have 
to take care, that the fugar furniffied to the Company, be 
not adulterated, mixed, or changed. 

Art. y. The warehoufes upon the iflands of Qnrujty 
and de Kuyper. 

I. Refpeifling the article of pepper, which is one of 
the chief articles of this adminiftration, the adminiftrators 
ffiall— 

a. Have to take care, together with their fubordinate 
officers, that, according to ancient cuftom, the dull of 
fuch pepper as is received unharped, and is harped in their 
warehoufes, be immediately, that is, on the fame day that 
the harping ffiall have been effedled, or at fartheft within 
the fpace of four-and-twenty hours, either buried, or 
thrown away, at die place appointed for that purpofe, in 
order that it be not again intermixed with the pepper in 
the warehoufes. 

1 . They 
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b. They fliall likewife, cxclufive of the undermentioned 
allowances, not be guilty of any extortion upon receipt or 
delivery, either by extravagant tares or any other inven- 
tion 5 but, with refpeft to the duftinefs of the pepper, 
which is occafioned without their faults, by lying, drying 
up, and turning over, they (hall be allov/ed to continue 
the former method, namely, to make feveral due trials, in 
order to form from them a calculatory allowance for 
duft. 

c. Upon their warehoufes becoming empty of pepper, 
they fhall henceforward be allowed two per cent at once, 
and no more, nor any thing up'on the fhipment, for gene- 
ral wafte. 

d. On the pepper which is brought from Bantam and 
Palembang, by the Company’s fliips, they fhall have the 
one-half per cent overweight with which they receive it, 
and be allowed to deliver it off, pound for pound, with- 
out any overweight. 

e. On the other hand, on the pepper which is brought 
by and delivered to them from native veffels, they fhall 
be allowed to take a draft of five pounds upon each 
weigh of about three hundred pounds, to be borne by 
die deliverers, agreeable to the refolution of government 
of the I ith of Auguft, 1752, in order to indemnify them 
for the greater hazard they run by pilferage, wafte, and 
crumbling, and for the charges they incur towards the 
deliverers; and on the contrary, they fhall be anfwerable 
for all mifeoncluft of their fervants and inferiors towards 
the natives at fuch receipts. 

2. The Cheribon coffee, which is henceforward to be 
received by the fhips’ commanders at the original places of 
fhipment, at the rate of one hundred and thirty pounds 
per picol, and delivered at the warehoufes here at one 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds per picol, may be de- 
livered again by the adminiftrators with an overweight of 
one pound, or at the rate of one hundred and twenty-fix 
pounds ; and they fhall, moreover, upon the warehoufes 
becoming empty of coffee, be allowed an offreckoning 
of two per cent, and no more, whether it fhall have 
been for a long or a fhort time under their charge. 

3. Saltpetre fhall henceforward be received here, with 
two per cent overweight, grofs, and be fliipped, fold, or 
fumilhed, limply grofs, without overweight ; and upon 

the 
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ihe whole quantity being taken out of the warehoufes, an 
allowance Ihall be equally made of two per cent for wafte, 
&c. in this article. 

4. The caliatourwood, from Coromandel, fhall be re- 
ceived with one per cent overweight, and dife fapanwood, 
from Siam Bitna, together with the fandalwood, from 
other places, with one half per cent, and fhall be de- 
livered neat, without overweight ; and upon the whole 
quantity being taken out of the warehoufes, an allowance 
of two per cent fhall, in the fame manner, be given for 
wafte. 

5. Upon the areca, the adminiflrators fhall enjoy an 
offreckoning of two per cent upon the parcels which are 
weighed off within the year, and three per cent upon 
thole that remain in the warehoufes beyond that time ; 
and in the fame manner, in the .other adminiftrations 
where this article is received, as was granted by the re- 
folution of government of the 28th of December, 1754. 

Art. VI. The new cloth-warehoufes. 

1 . The adminiftrator of thefe warehoufes, fhall receive 
for every cheft of opium, without diftinftion as to fize, 
delivered out of this adminiftration to the privileged fo.. 
ciety, without having any thing to do with tliofe who 
buy opium from the fociety, one.rixdollar and a half, and 
no more, which fhall be paid by the fociety. 

2. As, by refolution of this government of the pth of 
May, 1752, it was determined, that, from that time for- 
ward, the public fales of the Company’s goods in the 
city, fhould .be held at the houfe of the venduemafter, 
agreeable to that refolution, five per cent of their amount 
fhall be deduced, to the charge of the Company, and 
to be divided in the following manner: namely, three 
per cent to the venduemafter, and one-half per cent to 
his auftioneer, provided that they fhall each be anfwer- 
able, pro rato, for the debts of the purchafers, that is, 
the former for fix-fevenths, and the latter for one-feventh ; 
and of the remaining one and a half per cent, one per 
cent fhall be given to the fenior merchants of the caftle, 
that is one-half per cent to each ; and the other one-half 
per cent, to the adminiftrator in the cloth-warehoufe. 

Art. VII. The retail-warehoufe. 

I. The adminiftrator in this adminiftration, fhall regu- 
late himfelf, in the fale of goods, by the market-price of 
the city, and fhall form a monthly price-current, fubjedl: 

to 
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to the approbation of the direiSIor general, provided Eu- 
ropean articles yield an advance of no lefs than thirty, 
and Indian goods an advance of twenty-five per cent ; 
but the members of the government fliall be at liberty to 
pay for fuch goods as they take out of this adminiftration, 
for their ufe, at the rate of two-thirds of the cuftomary 
advance which would have been made on the fale. 

2. The particular emoluments of the adminiftrator, 
(hall confift in the per centages for wafte, &c. which 
he lhall henceforward be allowed to take, in the ftead of 
thofe fettled by refolution of the 16th of January, 1682, 
and fhall he as follow, to wit : upon woollens, velvets, 
and other European manufa£Iures, which are delivered 
by the ell, and not by whole pieces, four and one-half per 
cent. 

Upon mace, cinnamon, and nutmegs, fold and fur- 
nilhed, feven and one-half per cent. 

Upon cloves, four and one-half per cent. 

Upon colours, drugs, ftarch, and wares of that de- 
fcrlption, feven and one-half per cent. 

3. And although this adminiftrator fhall be at liberty 
to difpofc of the fpices arifing from the above allowed 
overweights, among the articles fold for ready money, 
yet he fhall be fpecialiy bound not to fell, either on his 
own or any other account, any more fpices, or partici- 
pate direftly or indire£l;ly therein ; and he fhall, more- 
over, be required to keep a ilridl watch over fufpefted 
purchafers, even if the fpices be only fetched by the fingle 
pound, and againft all frauds, as much as may be in his 
power, agreeable to the refolution of this government of 
the 25th of July, 1702. 

Art. VIII. The grain-magazine. 

The adminiftrators in this magazine fhall, with re- 
fpeft to the rice, content themfelves with the one hun- 
dred pounds allowed upon each laft, by refolution of the 
16th of Odiober, 1744; and further, upon the paddee, 
cadjang, beans, peas, wheat, rye, and bifeuit, five per cent 
and no more : the paddee to be made good by the bundle 
or fheaf, in the fame way, and of the fame weight, as 
when reeeived, that is, twenty pounds per fheaf, or, after 
deduftion of the abovementioned five per cent for wafte, 
nineteen pounds. 

Art. IX. The iron-magazine. 

Inftcad of the offreckoning, regulated by the refolu- 

tions 
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tions of the 17th of Oftober, 1692, and the 25th of Oc- 
tober, 1695, the following allowances fhall be given in this 
adminiftration, and which fhall be the only fpecial emolu- 
ments of it, namely : 

four per cent upon iron in bars ; 
four per cent upon iron-hoops ; 
fix per cent upon lockplates ; 
two per cent upon fteel ; 
three per cent upon nails. 

And the prohibition of the tale, for ready money, of iron, 
fteel, and nails, as well the licenfed fale of wrought iron 
utenfils, out of the iron-magazine, contained in the refo- 
lution of the 23d of Auguft, 1754, continue both, in 
force. 

Art. X. The provifion-magazine. 

1 . The barrels of beef, pork, and butter, the leagers, 
half leagers, whole and half awms of liquid wares, fhall 
be accounted for, by pounds and cans, as by the prefent 
cuftom, without further offreckoning. 

2. In future, likewife, all empty calks, leagers, &c. 
fhall be accounted for, excepting the calks, which are 
fold together with their contents, at the prefent cuf- 
tomary quarterly fales, agreeable to the refolution of the 
23d of Auguft, 1754, as alfo the beer calks delivered to 
members of the government, upon account of confumption 
or payment. 

3. The adminiftrators fhall continue to enjoy the 
ancient cuftomary perquifites, confifting of one barrel of 
Frielland butter, one ieager of French wine, twenty-four 
bundles of wax candles, and one hundred and forty-four 
pounds of tamarinds, for both, every year. 

4. Upon delivery, or accounting for beer, wine, and 
other liquors, as likewife vinegar, and oil, in as far as the 
latter is received from other places, but not upon traiii- 
oil, and arrack, nor upon the cocoanut-oil purchaled liere, 
they fhall be allowed to write off, fix per cent ; and upon 
receipt, nothing fhall be ftated differently from what has 
been received, either as to quality or quantity, which, to- 
gether with a due attention to the unadulterated ftate of 
both dry and liquid goods, is fpecially conlidered as part 
of the duty of their office. 

5. They fhall alfo not receive any thing elfe than good 
liquors, but fhall give up the reft upon receipt, either for 
lale, or throwing away. 


6 . But 
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6. But upon the becoming four of any caflcs received 
in good order, without their fault or negleft, they fhall 
have to make feparate dc>:larations thereof, under pre- 
fentation of oath, and requeft an offreckoning thereof, 
and tliey fliall not reckon any per centage upon fuch 
cafks. 

7. Upon liquors received in bottles, they lhall be al- 
lowed to write off, five per cent, and no more. 

8. Upon cotton, wax, and fait, alfo, five per cent. 

9. Upon wax candies, two per cent. 

10. For each leager of arrack fold and delivered to the 
Company, but not of fuch as are given in payment of ex- 
cife duties, they fhall receive one ducatoon from the de- 
liverer, that is, one rixdollar and five-eighths ; but they 
fhall not be allowed any thing for leakage or wafte, to 
which they lhall have to pay proper care. 

Art. XI. The armoury. 

The warden fhall not, after the 31ft of Auguft, 1755, 
charge any part of the five per cent formerly allowed to 
him, by refolution of the aad of March, 1753, upon 
what is repaired, nor upon what is purchafed or fold, but 
inftead thereof, he fhall have, once a year, the fum of one 
thoufand rixdollars, or two thoufand four hundred gilders, 
out of the cafh of the Company, under fuch penalties, 
with refpeef to infidelity, or fraudulent condudf, as have 
been before mentioned, with regard to the adminiftrators 
in general, Sect. ii. Art. hi. 

Art. XII. The artillery. 

The chief of the artillery, or the major, fhall equally, 
inftead of the five per cent formerly allowed to him, 
by refolution of the 12th of December, 1752, upon the 
materials, &c. ufed, receive, once a year, in lieu thereof, 
the fum of one thoufand rixdollars, or two thoufand four 
hundred gilders, out of the Company’s cafh, provided he 
pays proper attention that every tiling be done in his 
department to the befl advantage of the Company, and 
nothing ufed needlefsly, wafted, or neglefted, under fuch 
penalties as are before detailed. 

Art. XIII. The Ambagts-kivartier. 

The refpeftive mafters therein fhall continue to enjoy 
the perquifites given to them by refolution of the 6th of 
March, 1752, confifting, befides the fixed number of 
coolies, of the following : 

I. To the mafter-carpenter, five per cent upon the 

timber 
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timter and nails ufed under his direction, in th; fe- 
vice of the Company, and which he fhall have ta de- 
liver to the Company at fifty per cent advance, in order 
that, if any timber or nails be found to have been other- 
wife difpofed of by him, they may be afcertained to have 
been obtained in an unlawful manner. 

2. To tlie mafter-bricklayer, alfo five per cent upon the 
materials ufed under his dire£l;ion, in the fervice of the 
Company, to be delivered in the fame manner to the 
Company. 

3. To the mafter-fmith, plumber, and brazier, befides 
the fettled per centages for wafte, namely, thirteen per 
cent upon iron, fteel, and lockplates, and ten per cent 
upon copper and lead, five per cent on the metals, &c. 
ufed, equally to be delivered, with an advance of fifty per 
cent, to the Company. 

4. But as the emoluments of the mafter-plumber and 
brazier are rather trifling, and thofe of the mafter-brick- 
layer are very confiderable, the latter fhall pay, out of the 
benefits upon hisperquifites, two hundred rixdollars to the 
mafter-plumber, and one hundred rixdollars to the mafter- 
brazier. 

5. The mafter-gunpowder-maker, fhall be allowed to 
charge twelve pounds tare for ever double bag of falt- 
petre, agreeable to the refolution of the 16th of January, 
1748. 

Art. XIV. The admiralty-wharf. 

The fervants in this department fhall likewife continue 
to enjoy a part of the emoluments granted to them, both 
at the wharf and at the ifland Qnruji, by the refolution 
of the 2d of June, 1752, namely : 

1. The matter at Onrujl, and the mafter-carpenters, 
coopers, and fmiths, fhall, each in their refpeiStive depart- 
ments, have five per cent upon what they work up, and 
an hundred per cent advance thereon •, while the mafter- 
cooper, fhall have to make good to the mafter-mapmaker, 
one-third of his ftiare. 

2. The mafter-failmaker, and the fuperintendent of the 
rope-warehoufe fhall alfo have five per cent, to be de- 
livered to the Company at invoice-prices, and to be di- 
vided, one-half to the commandant, one-fixth to the vice- 
commandant, one-fixth to the mafter-fail-maker, and one- 
fixth to the fuperintendent of the rope-warehoufe ; with 
this provifo, that the faid five per cent fhall not be taken 

upon 
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upon cables and heavy cordage, nor upon timber for 
mails, nor upon caiks, anchors, or grapnels, all which re- 
main exempted therefrom. 

3. The mailer at 0 «r^, ihall retain, as a perquiiite for 
himfelf, the providing of the boxes for copper, out of the 
remnants of wood, at the ufual price of fourteen ilivers 
apiece. 

4. The wages of the caulkers employed under the 
mailer-carpenter, at the admiralty-wharf, being aboliihed, 
fifty able menilaves of the Company, fhall be employed in 
that work, who ihall remainnight and day upon the wharf, 
and for whom a place ihaU be appropriated, while no more 
ihall be charged for each of the faid ilaves than y.27 i, for 
clothing, per annum. 

5. The monthly wages of the ilaves appointed by the 
faid refolution of the ad of June, 1752, for the fervants 


of the admiralty-wharf, to wit ; 

for the bookkeeper of equipment 12 

for the under-bookkeeper 6 

for the deputy of the commandant 6 

for the fir ft journeyman-carpenter, at the admiralty- 

wharf 6 

for the fecond ditto 4 

for the firft journeyman of the train 5 

for the fecond ditto 3 

for the firft joumeyman-fmith 4 

for the firft journeyman-cooper 3 

for the firft joumeyman-mapmaker 3 

for the firft journeyman-failmaker 4 

for the fecond ditto 2 

for the mate of the wharf 6 

for the boatfwain of ditto 4 


(hall be withheld, if it be found that the abovemen- 
tioned number of Ilaves be not aftually employed at that 
place, in the fervice of the Company. 

6. The number of hired Ilaves, at the iiland Onrujl, 
fhall provifionally be fixed at four hundred, and the reft 
ihall be fetched away ; and the number of the Company’s 
own Saves ihall be kept at two hundred and fifty. 

Section IV. Of what the feveral AdminifraUrs Jhall 
have to pay out again. 

Art I. a. All the adminiftrators hereunder named, 

but 
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but no other, fliall have to make good fundty payments, 
out of their beforementioned allowed perquifites, but no 
more, than is here fpecially detailed, namely ; 

h. To the fcnior merchants of the caftle, and to the 
commercial clerks, in order to contribute towards afford- 
ing them a proper means of fubfiftence, yearly, tlie fol- 
lowing, viz : 

The adminiflrators of the weftfide, 225 rixdollars to the 
fenior merchants of the caftle, and 25 rixdollars to the 
commercial clerks. 

The adminiflrators at the water-gate, 225 and 25 rix- 
dollars, as above. 

The adminiflrators of the fugar-warehoufe, 270 and 30 
rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiflrators of the iflands Onruji and de Kttyper, 
540 and 60 rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiflrators in the cloth-warehoufe, 1 80 and 20 
rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiflrators of the grain-magazine, 180 and 
20 rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiflrators of the provifion-magazine, 540 and 
60 rixdollars, as above. 

Thecafhierof the daily cafh, 2,250 and 250 rixdollars, as 
above. Together, 4,4 1 o rixdollars to the fenior merchants 
of the caftle, and 490 rixdollars to the commercial clerks. 

c. The warehoufe-keepers lhall alfo have to pay to the 
commifTioners in the warehoufes, fpecially named here- 
under, and to no others, and likewife not to any extraor- 
dinary commifTioners, clerks, or others, under any deno- 
mination, or pretext, whatever ; in order, that the faid 
commifTioners may equally have an afiiftant means of 
fubfiftence, befldes their adlaal wages ; namely : 

'to the commifTioners of the weftfide . rixdollars 250 
to the commifTioners at the water-gate . ditto 
to the, 'commifTioners in the fugar-warehoufe, ditto 
to the commifTioners at OnruJl and de Kuyper, ditto 
to tlie commiflioiiers in the treafury, to be 
made good by the adminiftrator of the 

retail-warehoufe ditto 

to the commifTioners in the grain-magazine, ditto 
to the commifTioners in the provifion-ma- 
gazine ditto 


together, rixdollars 1,800 


250 

300 

300 


200 

200 

300 


Art. 
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Art. II. All fees that {hall be given, bcfidcs the above, 
by the aforefaid adminiftrators, to European, or other 
fervants, writers, &c. in their employ in the warehoufes, 
{hall depend wholly upon their good will, in order that 
thofe inferior ofEcers may be the more attentive, properly 
to perform their fervice; the more fo, as they have to 
anfwer for their condudl, and are refponfible for every 
thing. 


Section v. Of the great Winkelier. 

1. The payment of the monthly wages {hall hencefor- 
ward be allowed to be made wholly in ready money, in- 
ftead of half in money, and half in goods, as was for- 
merly cuftomary ; but the rixdollar of forty-eight heavy 
ftivers {hall be carried to account, at fixty-four light 
ftivers, according to ancient pradlice. 

2. Inftead of the fix ftivers per rixdollar, formerly de- 
duced, upon the half of the wages paid in goods, in order 
to receive that half likewife, in fpecie, three ftivers {hall 
henceforward be dedudled, per rixdollar, upon the whole. 

3. Of thefe three ftivers, two {hall be carried to ac- 
count of the Company, and the remaining one is to be 
for him, and his fecond, namely, two thirds for the for- 
mer, and one third for the latter, for their further fup- 
port; and nothing more {hall be charged or deduced, 
with regard to tlie pay of the Company’s fervants. 

Given at Batavia, in the caftle, this 28th of 
Auguft, anno 1755. 


No. II. 

GENERAL REGULATION, 

Refpedling the commiffions, and emoluments, of the 
Company’s fervants, and fundry orders to be obferved 
at the feveral out-fadlories. 

Section i. Of the FaElories in ge7ieral. 

Art. I. The refpedlive cafliiers ftiall enjoy one half 
per cent, upon aO monies pa.i ..i monthly payments, 

upon 
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upon warrants ; namely, for cooley-hire, purchafe of ma- 
terials, and other necefiaries for daily ufe, and whatever 
has relation thereto ; but the faid half per cent, fhall be 
wholly borne by the refpedtive providers of goods, or re- 
ceivers of money. 

Art. II. The adminiftrators and mafters of the work- 
ing people, fhall, each in his refpedtive department, enjoy 
five per cent, either in overweight, overmeafure, or in 
money, from the provider, upon the purchafe of all fmall 
articles, required for the fervice of the marine department, 
repairs of vefTels, and likewife for the neceflary repairs and 
additions to the public works ; and for ordinary confnmpti- 
on, provided they charge nothing for lofs in weight or mea- 
fure j but upon goods, on which the faid five per cent is not 
enjoyed, they may charge five per cent to the Company, 
provided, that, in accounting for the ufe made of the afore- 
laid goods, they ftate the real quantities employed. 

Art. hi. Tlie governors, and diredtors, alfo com- 
mandants, and feconds in governments, direcforlhips, or 
commanderies, but no inferior chiefs or fervants, fhall be 
allowed to take what they want, for their own ufe, out of 
the Company’s warehoufes, upon paying fifty per cent 
advance upon European, and thirty per cent upon Indian 
commodities, fpices excepted, provided they make a mo- 
derate ufe, of this privilege. 

Art. IV. To the refpediive adminiftrators, warehoufe- 
keepers, or fhips’ ollicers, who deliver goods at Batavia, 
fliall be allowed fuch deficiencies as are fixed by this 
regulation, together with the offreckonings, fettled by 
refolutionof the 15th of Auguft, 1752, and amplifications 
thereof, provided they do not gain any thing by the pur- 
chafe, as it is the intention, that only one of thefe advan- 
tages, and not both, lhall be enjoyed at the fame time. 

Art. v. The refpedtive mafters fhall further be al- 
lowed, for wafte, thirteen per cent upon the iron worked 
up, eight per cent upon the fteel and lead w'orked up, 
and five per cent upon the copper worked up, provided 
that what is wrought be weighed by commiffioners. 

Art. VI. The chiefs of the refpedtive factories, and 
the comptrollers of equipment, at thofe places whither 
fliips are difpatched, to Batavia, or to other places in 
India, fliall be allowed to fhip, for their own account, in a 
fhip of 150 feet, the quantity of two lafts; in a fhip of 
I j6 feet, the quantity of one laft and a half; and in a 

fhip 
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fiiip of 130 feet, the quantity of one lafl; in fugar, rice, 
arrack, or any other produce of the country, or articles of 
trade, which are not prohibited ; witlr the faculty, in 
thofe faftories where piecegoods are purchafed as men- 
tioned below, for each laft fo allowed, to put on board, 
namely, from Coromandel^ one package of the fize of ten 
corgees falempores, and from Bengal, and other places 
{Surat, and the other faftories v/here the Company referve 
to themfelves the exclulive trade ’ n piecegoods, excepted), 
two packages of the fame fize ; the whole, however, un- 
der fuch reftriftions, as are detailed in the amplication of 
the regulation of the year 1743, refpedling the luggage of 
the feamen, dated the i6th of September, 1745, and the 
pofterior order, relative to tlie export and import of piece- 
goods, dated the 29th if March, 1754. 

Section 11. Of Amboyna. 

Art. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in this 
government, fhall enjoy — 

Five per cent upon the fale of cottons, and ether 
goods, fold by audion, for guarantee of the money; two 
thirds to the firft, and one third to the fecond in command. 

Art. ii. The colleclive fervants of the Company, as 
undermentioned, fhall have twenty per cent, overweight, 
upon the cloves colleded, provided they deliver them to 
the Company, at the purchafe-prices ; and the fame 
fhall be diftributed in the following proportions, viz ; 

1 00th parts. 

to the governor 

to the fecond 

to the captain commandant 

to the captain lieutenant 

to the lieutenants and enfigns .... 

to the chief of Saparotia 

to the chief of Hila 

to the fifeal 

to the chief of Hart^uko • 

to the chief of Larike 

to the chief of Bouro 

to the fecretary of the council of polity, 
the garrifon book-keepers, the cafhier, 
and the purveyor, each 2, thus .... 
to the refident of Manipa 


40 

12 

4 

2 
2 
7 
7 
6 

3 
3 
2 


8 

1 

to 



APPENDIX. 


495 


to the fecretary of the council of juftice 
to the writer of the commercial ledger 
to the writer of the military ledger 


( 97 ) 

I 

I 

I 


loo 


Section ir. Of Banda. 

Art. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in this 
government, fhall enjoy five per cent upon the fale of 
cottons, and other goo is, fold by au£l:ion, for guarantee of 
the money. 

Art. II. The collective fervants of the Company, as 
undermentioned, {hall have feven per cent, overweight, 
upon the nutmegs collected, provided they deliver them 
to the Company at the purchafe prices j and the fame 
fhall -be dillributed in the following proportions, viz : 

I ooth parts. 


to the governor " 42 

to the fccond 14 

to the captain 4 

to the captain lieutenant 

to the lieutenants and enligns 4 

to the chief of Pulo Ay 8 

to the fifcal ... - 8 


to the chief of Wayer 3 

to the fecretary of the council of polity . . 3 

to the garrifon-book-keeper 3 

to the refident of Ourien . 3 

to the firft clerk of the council of polity"! 
to the writer of the commercial ledges, 

and cafhier 

to the writer of the military ledger, ' 

and purveyor 

to the Secretary of common pleas, &c. 

each, one and a half, thus 6 


loo 


Art. III. Upon the nutmegs fliipped off, fix per cent 
fhall be written off, for lofs in weight by drying; and 
what is profited thereby, fhall, under the reftriCtion men- 
tioned refpcaing the overweights, be one half for the 

benefit 
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benefit of the governor, and the other half for the benefit 
of the perfon imwhofe keeping the nutmegs fiiall have 
been, till fhipped off to Batavia. 

Art. IV. The chief adminiftrator, together with the 
chiefs of Loiitboir, Pulo Ay, and JVayer, (hall, with regard 
to the mace and nutmegs collefted by them refpectively, 
be allowed the following charges : 

For receiving, treading down, and embaling of a whole 
or an half fockel * of mace, twelve ftivers. 

For {hipping off ditto, fi.x ftivers. 

For every hundred fockels, one piece of bagging, and 
one pound of fealing-wax. 

For each fockel, a mat ; and twelve per cent for the 
lofs by treading down •, likewife, five bundles of rattans 
of 3c ps. each, to bind round them. 

For receiving and preparing with lime, of 1000 pounds 
nutmegs, eight ftivers. 

For garbling of loco pounds nutmegs, three gilders. 

For {hipping off 3000 pounds nutmegs, two gilders 
eight ftivers. 

For burning of 1000 pounds nutmegs, eight ftivers. 

For preparing loco pounds nutmegs, one barrel of 
lime. 

Art, V. Befides which, the chief of Lonthoir fhall 
have, for the keeping- of an orembay, and the neceffary 
{laves, y. 1 20 per annum, for which, however, the fhed 
for the orembay, fhall be kept free of expence to the 
Company. 

For every laft of goods received at the faftory, f.2 8, 
for difeharging tlic fame, for which he fhall alfo provide 
the neceffary craft. 

For whitewaffiing, plaiftering, painting, and cleaning 
of the Company’s buildings, fixty gilders per -annum. 

For bamboos, for daily confumption, y.36 per annum, 
and y.24 for eftablifhing a guardhoufe at Batoe HoHanda, 
for the convenience of the people, ftationed to look out 
for the {hips that arrive, befides loco pieces of atap, 
which the Company fumifh. 

Art. VI. In the fame manner, the chief of Pulo Ay 
mry charge : 

for keeping of an orembay, and the neceffary Daves, 


* A kind of feron, weighing about i6olb. 
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f-igi, for which the Ihed (hall be kept free of expence to 
the Company. 

For every laft of goods received at the faflory, /iz 8, 
for difeharging the fame, for which he fliall equally pro- 
vide the neceflary craft. 

For whitewaming, plaiftering, painting, and cleaning 
the Company’s buildings, juft as at Lonthoir,f do. 

For bamiboos, for daily ufe,y.36, per annum. 

For the eftabliftiment of a guardhoufe, at the weft 
rock, for the convenience of the watchmen, as at Lon‘ 
thoir, exclufive of f.iooQ pieces of atap,/.24 per annum. 

For keeping the fewers in repair, and the ciftems clean, 
y‘.36, per annum. 

Art. VII. The refident of Wayer, fhall alfo have : 

For keeping an orembay, in the fame manner a$ at 
ZiOnthoir, f. 120 . 

For every laft of goods received at the faiftory, f .2 8, 
for difeharging the fame, providing the neceflary craft. 

For whitewaftiing and cleaning the Company’s build- 

For bamboos, for daily \ 3 Scyf. 2 /^, per annum. 

Art. VIII. The refident of Ourien, (hall have : 

For whitewalhing, plaiftering, &c. of the fort, f. 2 ^y 
per annum. 

For bamboos, for daily ufe,yii9 4. 

Art. IX. The commiflioners annually fent to the 
foutheaftern, and fouthweftcrn ides, (hall have, to defray 
their expences, five per cent upon the fale of piece- 
goods, and upon the purchafe of goods, and of Haves ; 
likewife, when the number of (laves required, for the 
Company, are procured, they (hall each be allowed to 
bring with them three or four (laves for themfelves :«and 
they may carry backwards and forwards, and trade in 
fuch articles as the Company do not traific in, witlrout 
prejudice to the Company. 

Art. X. The fecretary of the council of polity (hall 
receive, for regiftering, and acquitting the palTes of the 
veflfels belonging to free inhabitants and natives, twelve 
(livers for a greater pafs, and two (livers for a lelTer 
pafs. 

Art. XI. Inftead of what was before allowed to the 
governor, out of the import-duties, he (hall hencefor- 
ward receive out of them, /.aqo per month, for table*- 
money. 


AxT* 
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Art. XII. And, likewife, for the fuperintendencc of 
the affairs and money of the orphanchamber, one-half 
per cent of the interefts of the capitals lent out by that 
body *. 

Section iv. Of Ternate. 

Art. I. The two firfl fervants of the Company in this 
government, fhall have five per cent upon the fale, by 
auction, of piecegoods and other articles, for guarantee 
of the money 5 

And one per cent upon the gold collefted, fhall be 
divided between the governor and the colleftor. 

Art. II. The governor fhall, moreover, receive yi2,400 
per annum, to defray his expences, in entertaining the 
native princes. 

Art. III. The fecretary fhall have twenty-four ftivers 
for the greater, and fix ftivers for the lefler, paffes. 

Section v. 0 / Macasser. 

Art. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in this 
government fhall have five per cent upon the fale of 
piecegoods, &c. fold by auftion, for guarantee of the 
money. 

Art. II. The governor fhall, moreover, receive in one 
fum, three thoufand gilders per annum, in order to 
defray his expences on entertaining the native princes and 
nobles ; and no provifions, or neceffaries, fhall be charged 
in account to the Company, as ufed on fuch occafions. 

Art. III. Of the overmeafure of grain, the Company 
{ball be made good for one ganting, one ganting and a 
quarter of yflb. and ovjt of the other quarter, fhall be 
made good the wafte, and the remainder fhall be divided 
between the governor, the head-adminiftrator, and the 
difpenjter or purveyor, and the latter fhall not be allowed 
to bring in any undermeafure. 

Section vi. Of Java’s Northeast Coast. 

Art. I. The Company’s civil fervants fhall colledlively 

•* The proprietors of the iiutmeg-plantations in Banda have, ge- 
nerally, been adventurers, with little or no capital ; who, favoured 
by the governors, have purchafed the plantations, by borrowing 
one-half of the purchafe-money of the orphanchamber, and leav- 
ing the remainder upon mortgage of eke land. 


receive 
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receive five per cent upon the farms of the cuftomdutles, 
and other royalties. 

Art. II. The diftributlon thereof, fhall be made in the 


following manner, viz : 

At Samarang ; I ooth parts. 

to the governor 30 

to the head adminiftrator ...... 10 

to the two merchants 10 

to the four junior merchants 8 

to the tranflator Z 

At Soeracarta ; 

to the chief 10 

to the fecond 6 

to the military book-keeper 2 

to the tranflator 2 

At SourabayOy 

to the chief lo 

to the adminiftrator 5 

to the fifcal 3 

to the tranflator 2 


100 

Art. III. The governor lhall, moreover, likewife re- 
tain what the ftrand-regents together contribute to him, 
to the amount of one thoufand feven hundred and thirteen 
Spanifti dollars. 

Art. IV. The particular emoluments' of the refidents 
at the fubordinate faiTories, Tagal, Damak, yoana, Rem- 
bang, Japara, and Qrijfee, fhall confift in what they can, 
by good condudf and economy, fave out of the following 
allowances : 

1 . Of the allowed 1 00 pounds overweight upon every 
coyang of rice, purchafed for the Company, according to 
the refolutions of the 30th of November, 1747, and the 
9th of July, 1754, as no lofs may be brought to account 
upon grain. 

2. Of the f.^, fixed for charges upon every laft of rice 
Ihipped off, and the further fixed charges, and freights. 

3. The expedition money for the pafles, provided it do 
not exceed the amount of the ftamp required for fuch 
pafs ; the pafles from ‘Tagal and Rembang, to the oppofite 
Ihore, remain, however, fixed at five rixdollars. 


Section 
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Section vii. Of Banjermassing. 

The refident here, lhall receive five per cent upon the 
pepper purchafed. 

Section viii. Of Timor. 

Art. I. The chief of this fettlement fliall have, in- 
ftead of what was before allowed to him out of the 
duties of import and export, in one fum, two thoufand 
gilders per annum, for defrayment of his expences. 

Art. II. Upon the piecegoods fold here by auftion, 
the chief and his fecond fhall have five per cent for 
guarantee of the money, two thirds to the former, and 
one third to the latter. 

Section ix. -jOf Japan. 

Art. I. The Company’s fervants here fhall have, for 
defrayment of their heavy expences, five per cent upon 
the whole of both fales and purchafes, which fhall be dif- 


tributed as follows, viz : 

looth parts. 

to the chief going away 44 

to the chief coming on ' 22 

to the merchant warehoufekeeper ... 14 

to the junior merchant, commercial book- 
keeper -10 

to the pennifts 


Art. II. The chief fhall further receive, as a com- 
penfation for the extraordinary charges which he is 
obliged to incur every year, in clothes and otherwife, 
upon the journey to the court of Jedo, three thoufand 
eight hundred gilders per annum. 

Section x. Of China. 

Art. 1. The fupercargoes lhall, henceforward, not 
charge any more, for commiflion, than two per cent upon 
the purchafe of goods, and one-half per cent upon the gold 
collected ; but nothing upon fales, or upon fpecie ; and 
the faid commiflions fhall be divided, as fhall be every 
year fettled by the inftruction, and the fifeal and fecre- 
tary lhall receive a portion double to that of the pen- 
nrfts. 


Art- 
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Art. II. The fupercargoes, and further fervant*, are 
allowed to bring with them, on their return, one thou-, 
fand picols of tea, at the freight of two and a half rix- 
dollars per picol, neat tea ; and on going, they {hall be 
allowed to take with them, from here, the 60 Jafts as 
before allowed, namely : 

the direftor 20 lafts. 

the firft fupercargo, as fenior merchant . .13 

the fecond, as merchant . 7 

the third, ditto ........ 4 

the fourth, as junior merchant .... 3 

the fifth, ditto ....... 2 

the fixth and feventh ........ g' 

the eighth and ninth 3 

the rell 5 

60 lafts. 


Section xi. Of Cochinchinst*. 

Art. I. The fupercargoes fhall only charge, for com» 
miffion, five per cent, upon the pprchafe of goods } but 
nothing upon fales, or upon fpecie. 

Art. II. The diftribution thereof, (hall be made 
agreeable to the inftruftions given with them. 

Art. III. The fupercargoes are allowed to take with 
them, from here, the number of lafts before allowed, 
namely : 

the firft, as merchant ........ 7 lafts. 

the fecond, if a njerchant 5 

if a junior merchant .... 4 

the third, as junior merchant ..... 3 

Section Xii, T!he Voyage between SuRAT and China f. 

The fupercargo of the fhip that goes from Surat to 
China, fhall, together with the direiftor, equally and 
jointly, receive five per cent upon the goods purchafed at 
Surat, but not upon the tin, or other goods, taken in on 
the palTage ; neither Ihall any thing be received upon the 

♦ No trade has, for many years, been carried on to Cgchinebirta,\rj 
the Dutch. 

t This voyage has equally been long abandoned. 

fale, 
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fale, which fliall be under the joint management of this 
liipercargo, and thofe in China. 

Section xiii. Of Malacca. 

Art. I. The Company’s qualified fcrvants (hall, 
henceforward, have one fourth part of the fix per cent 
cuftom-duty, not including the ftamp, anchorage, and 
paflage duties. 

Art. II. The diftribution thereof, fliall be made in 


the following manner, namely : 

1 00th pa 

to the governor 40 

to the fecond 15 

to the fifcal 10 

to the fhebandar, or receiver 10 

to the chief of the military 5 

to the winkelier 5 

to another junior merchant 5 

to the fecretary of the council of juftice . . ai 
to the comptroller of equipment .... 24 
to the writer of the commercial ledger . . 2I 

to the difpenfier 


100 


Art. III. The governor fliall, moreover, receive for 
every picol of tin purchafed, one gilder, including that of 
Pera. 

Art. IV. The commiflioners to either fliore of the 
ftraits, fliall have five per cent upon the purchafe and 
fale of goods, alfo one per cent upon the gold they 
colleft, and they fliall defray their own travelling expences. 

Section xiv. Of Sumatra’s West Coast. 

Art. I. The commandant and both the adminiftra- 
tors fliall have five per cent upon the goods fold, upon 
credit, to the Padang merchants, each in equal propor- 
tions, provided they guarantee the debts ; but if the firft 
mentioned declines to have any fhare therein, which fliall 
be left to his choice, then both the adminiftrators fliall 
divide the whole equally between them. 

Art. II. Upon the fame condition, the refident of 

Puk 
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Pulo Chinee, {hall have five per cent upon the goods fold 
by him, upon credit, to the merchants. 

Art. in. The refident of Bares, fliall be allowed to 
dedu£t five per cent from the firft quality benzoin and 
camphor, purchafed by him, provided he remain anfwer- 
able for the goodnefs of the article. 

Section xv. Of Bengal. 

Art., I. Upon the purchafe of opium, a commiflion 
{hall be charged of five per cent, which fhall be divided 
between the direftor, the head adminiftrator, and the 
chief at Patna, in the following manner, viz : 

To the dire£lor, four tenths; to the head adminiftrator, 
two tenths ; to the chief at Patna, three tenths ; and to 
the fecond there, one tenth. 

Item. Upon the fale of goods fold by audfion, five 
per cent, for guarantee of the money, two-thirds to the 
direftor, and one-third to the fecond. 

Art. II. The firft in the cloth-warehoufe, fhall have 
one per mil of the amount of all the piecegoods ordered 
at Hougly, which fhall be carried to account of charges on 
merchandize. 

Art, III. The materials for packages fhall be charged 
in account, at what they really coft, and five per cent 
fhall be received upon them, by thofe who have to pro- 
vide them; but their account fhall be exhibited, upon 
any alteration in the prices, or, at leaft, once every year, 
to the council of polity. 

Art. it. To the refidents at the mint, is allowed 
the hiring of two peons, one palankeen, and one fet 
cahars, provided that for the fame no more than y.400 
be charged by each, for one year, which fhall be carried 
to account of mint-charges. 

Art. v. To the two firft fervants at CaJ/lmbazar, is 
allowed the overvveight upon the filk colledted by them ; 
two-thirds, and one-third. 

Art. VI. The fervants at Patna fhall equally enjoy 
five per cent upon the materials ufed in packages, in the 
fame manner as is fettled by Art. hi. 

Art. VII. For the national vifits at Hougly, the direc- 
tor fhall, each time, be allowed to charge to the Com,^ 
pany five or fix hundred gilders. 

Art, VIII. The fifeal fhall have one-half of all inter- 
cepted 
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ecptcd and confifcated contraband goods, provided he 
fatisfy the informers ; and if the veffels, guards, and 
fervants employed in the revenue-fervice, amount to 
much more than three thoufand gilders, the excedent 
lhall be borne by him. 

Section xvi. 0 / Coromandel. 

Art. I- The flfcals lhall henceforward have one- 
half of all intercepted and confifcated contraband goods, 
provided they fatisfy the informers, and pay the ncceffary 
guards and iWvants out of their own pockets. 

Art. II. Upon nilly, caliatourwood, and whatever 
elfe the adminiftrators do not purchafe themfelves at 
fixed prices, but which is provided by others, they lhall 
receive from the provider five per cent, either in over- 
weight, overmeafure, or in money ; further, one per cent 
more upon caliatourwood, becaufe it mull be fhipped off 
with that allowance for draft ; befides which, two per 
cent lhall be reckoned for lofs in weight by drying, and 
two per cent for fawing, and the lofs occafioned thereby ; 
which is all that lhall be allowed to be written off upon 
thofe articles. 

Art. III. For materials for packing, provided that the 
packages be duly furnilhed, Ae warehoufekeeper lhall 
charge : 

For a bale of committers, penafeoes, boelangs, moorccs, 
doepetys, failcloth, pattamarapoes, camboys, chintzes, 
tepoys, and the like, three dungarees of eight cobidos, 
fix goenys, eight pounds of cordage, and two pounds of 
yarn } and if embaied in oilcloth, three gilders for the oil- 
cloth, one gilder for cotton, and two ftivers for fealing- 
wax and oil. 

For a bale of Guinea Huffs, faiempores, parcalles, dun- 
garees, betellees, chiavonys, &c. four dungarees, fix 
goenys, nine pounds of cordage, and two pounds of 
yam, or for the whole, ten gilders ; item, for what is 
embaied in oilcloth f.4 10, for cotton, f.i 4, and for 
fealingwax, &c. two ftivers. 

For a cheft to pack chintzes, four Chinefe planks, and 
one pound of nails. 

For packs ot fiflifkins, &c. four goenys, fix pounds of 
cordage, and one pound of yarn. 

For cafes of fpices, upon opening and clofing them, 
i pound of nails, and n dungarees. ^ 


For 
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Por diefts of copper, pound of nails, and for fealing 
of each cheft, eight pennings ; item, two pennings for 
fealing of the bags. 

For an oilcloth of eight cobidos,_/’.2 10. 

For the goenys corpays, or covering-cloths which arc 
ufed in the warehoufcs, annually, at Negapatnam,/. 200. 

For the goeny-bags for yearly confumption, J^.joo at 
Negapatnatn. 

For ftraw, to lay under the rice and pepper, annually, 
y.ioo; the charges of houfing and delivering, ihall be 
charged in the fame manner as heretofore. 

Art. IV. The cafhiers of the fouthern faftories, fhall 
charge — 

for a hog of 100 pounds f.io o 


and in the northern part of Coromandel . . 80 

for an ox of 200 pounds - ..... 15 

for each goat 

for firewood, at Negapatnam, and Portonovoy 

per 1000 60 

at Sadrafpatnam, per bundle . . 03 

at Palliacatta, per bundle ... 02 

in North Coromandely per thony . 24 o 


Art. V. The difpenfier, upon purchafing the oil, 
may take five per cent for himfelf, from the provider, 
either in meafure or in money, charging the real price to 
the Company, and he fhall, therefore, make good all un- 
dermeafure, while the price mull be given in, when n&- 
celTary, or, at leaft, once a year, to the council of polity; 
but it fhall not be allowable, without exprefs orders from 
this government, to pay more than one pagoda of 1 6, 

per feven meafures, weighing 28 pounds. 

Art. VI. The comptroller of equipment may fumifh 
the coir in the fame manner as the difpenfier of the oil, 
but not at a higher rate than 7 pagodas per 480 pounds- 
Art. VII. The gunner may bring to account — 
for a bundle of ftraw f.o 6 


for 2j tok poenak o 10 

for a buffalo 140 

for charcoal, for making 100 pounds of gun- 
powder 7 ® 


Art. VIII. For the articles confumed every year 
in the warehoufes, may be charged and written ofti as 
follows ; 


for 
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for goenys, catpays, 

for little 

for Hraw to lay unoer 

or covering-cloth*. 

goeny-bags. 

the rice and pepper. 

at Mafulipatnam f. 

100 

/.1 00 

/.20 

at Sadrafpatnam 

150 

100 

20 

at Palliacatta 

IQO 

100 

20 

at Portonovo 

SO 

60 

10 

at Jaggernaikpoeram 

SO 

60 

lO 

at Bemelipatnam . 

5 ° 

60 

lO. 


Art. IX. The chief at Portonovo^ and the cafhier there. 


may divide together what they can fave out of the payment 
of the duties. 

Section xvii. Of Ceylon. 

Art. i. The head adminiftrator, and the warehoufe- 
peepers, lhall have five per cent upon the piecegoods fold 
by auction, for guarantee of the money, two-thirds to the 
former, and one-third to the latter. 

Art. II. The Company’s fervants fhall have one-fourth 
of the import and export duties at Colomboy Punto Gallo, 
and at Trinconomale, but at no other places, which fliall 
be diftributed in the following manner, viz : 

Of thofe of Colombo and Punto Gullo 

1 00th parts 


to the governor ,24 

to the head-adminiftrator 8 

to the deflave of Colombo 3 

to the major 3 


to fix merchants, each 3, thus 18 

to twelve j unior merchants at Colombo, eachi§,thusi8 
to the comptroller of equipment at . i 4 

to the commandant of Punto Gallo .... 8 

to the deflave of Punto Gallo 3 

to the fecond of Punto Gallo 3 

to one captain and five junior merchants, at 

Punto Gallo, each i i, thus p 

to the comptroller of equipment at Punto Gallo 1 


Of thofe of Trinconomak. 

to the chief , 

to the fecond 

to the fifcal 

to the chief of the military . . . 


100 


SO 

20 

IS 

IS 

100 

Art. 
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Art. III. The governor ftiall have five, and the com- 
miffioners for farming the pearlbanks three, per cent, 
upon the amount thereof, provided they bring nb charges 
to account, and make good their own expences ; alfo 
upon the chancos-fifliery, the governor fliall have five, and 
the chief of Manaar, or Tulucorin, three per cent. 

Art. • IV. The governor ftiall alfo receive upon the 
areca warrants, one-fourth rixdollar per ammonam. 

Art. V. On the other hand, all emoluments which 
were formerly enjoyed, either as coftumado, parefle, or 
for any favours, offices, or titles, ftiall entirely ceafe. 
Yet when titles of honour are bellowed upon any of 
the natives, they ftiall pay fomething for cultom, ex- 
clufive of a reafonable charge for the a£l, to thofe of 
the fecretary’s office, and a certain amount ftiall be fixed 
for each dignity, which ftiall be for the benefit of the 
poor of Ceylon. No dons, however, ftiall be created than 
among the proper cafies, and thofe who may now en- 
joy the title of don among the inferior caftes, and efpe- 
cially among the Pareas, fliall be deprived of it. 

Art. VI. The deflave of Colombo ftiall, in particular, 
enjoy : 

1. Small fines, not exceeding the amount of five rix- 
dollars. 

2. The dekkums *, which the inhabitants- have, from 
ancient times, been bound to contribute, confifting of a 
few balkets of lingalefe fugar, pifang, and other trifles, 
not exceeding the value of nine or ten rixdollars. 

Art. VII. The chief of Caliture ftiall receive for the 
ferry there, five, fix, or feven rixdollars per month, out 
of which the ferryman and rowers fliall be maintained. 

Art. VIII. The chief of Negombo fliall enjoy : 

1. The cultomary overmeafure upon the areca, which 
is bought in fmall quantities, out of which he ftiall make 
good the wafte; and the quarter rixdollar, formerly given 
to him upon each ammonam, fliall be aboliflied. 

2. Five per cent upon the oil, upon furniftiing it to 
th 6 Company at the purchafe-price. 

Art. IX. The chief of Hang=welle ftiall receive a rent 
of four rixdollars per annum, for a grove of cocoanut- 
trees, at Old Hangwelle. 

A fpecies of tribute, equivalent to capitation-money. 

Art. 
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Art. X. The chief of Jt^mpainam Ihall' enjoy r 

1. Small fines, not exceeding the amount of fix rir-* 
dollars ; item, the forfeitures, detailed in the order re- 
fpedling-the narrowing or deftroying of roads, being one- 
half rixdollar for the broad, and one-quarter rixdollar for 
die narrow, roads. 

2. The contributions which the inhabitants of the dif- 
triO; of Wanny yearly give to the deflave out of their 
crop of nilly, exclufive of the tithes to the Company, as 
pradtifed from time immemorial. 

Art. XI- The thombo-keeper (receiver of the re- 
venues), at Jaffnapatna 7 n, fhall take the feveral fees for 
legiftering of acts of appointment of native officers, &c. 
fpecified below — (then follows a fpecificatioji of fuch fees 
and offices, comprized under eight heads). 

Art. xir. The fecretary at Jaffnapatnam fhall re- 
ceive the feveral dues upon all a£ts and documents ap- 
pointed. by the lift of fees of the year 1709, renewed 
in *744 5 as likewife feme trifling fees for the a£ts of 
native fervants, and licenfes granted there, according to 
ancient pra£tice. 

Art. xiji. The commandant of Pu 7 ito Gallo fhall en- 
joy the revenues of the village of Himmme granted to 
him, twelve pounds of fifh per day for his table, ac- 
cording to the conditions of farm ; and the pingos *, 
given by the chiefs of the villages, one pingo per week, 
together with fuch other pingos as may be prefented vo- 
luntarily by others. 

Art. XIV. The deflave of Mature fhall have ; 

r. What has of old been granted to him by the Com- 
pany, confifting in the revenues of a village for pro- 
vifions, and the table-perquifites, for which fuch qua- 
Kfkd fervants, minifters, &c. as come there fhall be 
lodged and entertained ; item, now and then a few trifles 
from individuals, of the value of two or three, or at the 
moft fix or feven, rixdollars, 

2. Now and then fuch fmall fines of five or fix rix- 
dollars as may be impofed upon natives of confideration 
who mifbehave themfelves, and who may not, accord- 
ing to the laws and cuftoms of the country be punifhed 
with the xane or chiambok. 

Coatributians towards furnilhiB^ the table of the chief. 

Art. 
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Art. XV. The fecretary at Punto Gallo, fhall have, 
befides, his fees for preparing of papers, and the profits 
of the office of venduemafter, three pounds of fiffi per 
^ay, appointed to be given to him as chief of the fiihers, 
hy the conditions of the farm. 

Art. XVI. The fuperintendent of the diftridf of Ptinta 
Gallo, fhall have fifty rixdollars per annum, for travelling- 
cxpences, the paffage-money at Bentote, two pounds of fifh 
per day, fuch occafional pingos as do not amount in value 
to more than one-quarter rixdollar, &c. 

Art. XVII. The chief at TTutocorin may keep for him- 
felf two pieces of cotton, of thofe which fhall have been 
prefented to him, by the merchants, regents, and mher na- 
tives, as perquifites, or fees. 

Art. XVIII. To the chief of Calpetty is granted : 

1. For each country-veflel that arrives from Coromandil, 
four rixdollars, and from Colombo, Jaffnapatnam, ox Manaatf 
two rixdollars. 

2. For figning the pafles of each country-veflel that 
goes to Coromandel, Jaffnapatnam, or Manaar, one rix- 
dollar. 

3. For each of the four thonys of the Moorifh fifhers, 
and inhabitants there, that go out annually with paflTes, 
according to cuftom, to fifh, towards Nareoare, tsvo rix- 
dollars. 

4. For every thony laden with dried fifh that goes 
■from Calpetty to Putulang, one-half rixdollar. 

5. For every thony going from Calpetty to Putulang, 
and which belongs to people of Coromandel, two rixdol- 
lars, for the firft time. 

6. The profits of the 'Company’s garden, which have 
of old been given to the chiefs, for the purpofe of Icklging 
and entertaining the Company’s fervants who pais by 
here, amounting to ten or twelve rixdollars per month. 

7. Upon a good fifhery, two or three rixdollars every 
year from each of the four thonys. 

8. Two-thirds of the fines, the other tliird being for 
the benefit of the poor. 

9. The Moorifh, or Gentoo fifliers, who are free from 
feudal fervice, fhall give to him every year, at the new 
year, a prefent confilling of cottons, or three or four 
rixdollars. 

10. When areca-nuts are brought to Putulang, and de- 

livered 
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livered to the Company, the merchants fhaU give two 
fmaU bafkets of thofe nuts as a prefent. 

11. Alfo one bafket of fingelee-feed, when brought to 
Putulang. 

12. The boatmen that come from the coaft, fliall give, 
according to ancient cuftom, a fmall part of their cargo, 
alfo a balket with rice or nilly, 

13. The fifliers fliall give, according to ancient cuf- 
tom, eight pounds of fifh per day ; and, laftly, when a 
thony comes from Putulangy with grain or other pro- 
vifions, they fliall give, as a prefent, a bunch of 100 
betel-leaves, and two rolls of jaggree-fugar. 

Art. XIX. The chief of Manaar fliall enjoy : 

I. The ufual contribution, for renewal of the pafles 
of all the country-veflels which pafs through the ftraits 
there, in order to lodge and entertain fuch of the Com- 
pany’s fervants as may travel that way. 

Z, Of the certificates which are given by the fecretary 
there for fome of the Coromandel flaves brought by the 
boatmen, one-half rixdollar per head. 

3. For the hearts of burthen, fold by the inhabitants 
there to thofe oi Jaffnapatnam, four ftivers. 

4. For permimon to the coart-boatmen, or to the in- 
habitants, for the free purchafe of fingelee-feed in the 
village of Bengale, from three to fix rixdollars, accord- 
ing to the quantity intended to be purchafed. 

5. Fines, of from three to fix rixdollars, and not 
higher. 

6 . The boatmen of other places, on pafling JHanaar, 
fliall give, according to curtom, fomething out of their 
cargo, as a prefent. 

Art. XX. Servants fent out of the illand, or going 
into the interior parts, fliall, according to the order of 
die 1 8th of October, 1748, receive double wages, during 
the time of their commillion, and no more ; excepting, 
however, thofe who arc deputed to the pearl-fifliery, to 
whom nothing extraordinary fliall be given. 

Art. XXI. The commandant of Jaffnapatnam fliall 
receive : 

I. Upon the death, mifcondmfr, or difmiflion of a ma- 
joraal, cajaal, or pattangatje *, and the appointriient of 

^ Titles of native chiefs of villages, of whom the majoraal is the 
chief. 


new 
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new ones, ten rixdollars from a majoraal, five from a 
cajaal, and fo on, in proportion. 

2. When permiflion is given for the exportation of 
cocoanuts,, or palm-laths, the exporters fhall give, ac- 
cording to cuftom, one-half rixdollar ; in order to en- 
courage the importation of nilly from the oppofite ftiore. 

3. When any coall-boatmen, arriving at Punto Pedro, 
with a cargo of nilly, requeft to break bulk, on account 
of the .want of grain there, or for other reafons which 
compel them thereto, they fhall pay, for an acknowledg- 
ment, twenty-five rixdollars for each velTel. 

Art. XXII. The refpeftive fifcals of this government 
fhall, henceforward, have one-half of all the intercepted 
and confifcated contraband goods, provided they fatisfy 
the informers, and pay the neceflary guards and fervants 
out of their own pockets. 

Section xviir. (y Malabar. 

The commandant fhall have one per cent upon all 
goods imported and exported by private perfons, to be 
reckoned upon the fales of the former, and invoices of 
the latter. 


Section XIX. (ySuRAT. 

Art. I. The dire£lor fhall have : 

1 . One-fourth per cent upon all monies paid or re- 
ceived, for purchafe or fale, from the feller or buyer. 

2. One per cent upon all goods imported and ex- 
ported by private perfons, to be reckoned upon the fales 
of the former, and invoices of the latter. 

3. One-half per cent upon all privileged goods. 

But, on the other hand,- the daily charges of the durbar, 
fhall be made good by himfelf. 

4. He fhall receive fix tboufand gilders at once, every 
year, and no more, for the native peons and fervants, in- 
cluding their board-wages, while the direftor is abfcnt 
from the lodge. 

Art. II. The fecond fhall receive one-fourth per cemt 
upon all monies which are difburfed for the purchafe of 

III. The fifcal fhall have ; 

1. One-half per cent upon all goods imported and ex- 
ported 


goods. 

Ar 



APPENDIX. 


ported by private perfons, to be reckoned upon tbe Tales of 
the former, and invoices of the latter. 

%. Alfo one-half per cent upon all privilege goods. 

3. One-half of all intercepted and confifeated contra- 
band goods, provided he fatisfy the informers, and pay the 
neceflary guards and fervants out of his own pocket. 

Art. IV. The military (hall colle£lively receive— 

125 pounds of pepper every year 
120 maunds (or f.^o for) firewood! 

10 ditto (or 6 for) fait and > per month. 

10 pots (or 12 for) vinegar j 

The commanders of veflels, the fmith, the cooper, the 
provoft, and the gunner, fhall receive in the fame pro- 
portion as the military, or ten ftivers per man, per 
month. 

Each chamber (hall have, for night-ufe, fix pounds of 
oil per month. 

Neither feamen or foldiers, and much lefs the native 
ibldiers, fhall be allowed any extra' wages or board. 

Art. V. The warehoufekeeper fhall have, upon all 
weighable goods that are purchafed, the overweight, which 
mull be made good by the deliverer, namely — 

upon cotton, five pounds per candil, or two-thirds per 
cent ; 

upon cotton-yam, one per cent ; 
upon indigo, one and a half per cent ; 
upon wheat, two per cent j 
upon cafhoo, one and a half per cent ; 
upon fesflingwax, one per cent i 
upon foap, two per cent ; 

upon.poetsjok, galls olibanum, falfe amber, borax, and 
fuch goods as are imported from abroad, nothing j 
but upon all others in proportion. 

2dly, For weigh-money, feven ftivers and a half per 
candil, of all weighable goods bought and fold. 

3dly, What he can fave out of the undermentioned al- 
lowances : 

1. For keeping in repair the tent for the piecegoods, 
with its appurtenances, ^.825 per annum. 

2. For 2000 Bengal goeny-bags, fo as they are ufed, 
/52S' 

3. For charges upon receipt of goods for the fubordi- 
j»te faflories, when received by water,/: 10, for fix 

bales 
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bales of piecegoods, and twelve bales of cotton-yatn, or 
indigo. 

4. For ditto, when received by land, yli 16, for 
thirty-two of the former, and fixty-four of the latter. 

5. For charges upon examining the goods that come 
from the fubordinate fa£tories,_/'.i I 4 — for every package 
that is really opened. 

6 . For charges upon removing the goods from the 
lodge or warehoufes to the tent, _/ii 10 — in the fame 
manner as by No. 3. 

7. For ditto, when removed again for fome caufe or 
other, to the warehoufes, i 10 — in the fame manner 
as by No. 4. 

8. For charges upon chiapping the goods, fifteen fti* 
vers for every package that is opened and cjiiapped. 

9. For charges upon weighing the packs, bales, and 
boxes, 3a forjCi 10. 

10. For charges upon (hipping ditto, Jli 10 — for fir 
bales of piecegoods, and twelve bales of cotton-yarn and 
indigo. 

11. For charges upon landing, forting, weighing, and 
entering of the Commodities imported, eighteen (livers and 
twelve pennings per candil of 690 pounds. 

12. For charges upon unloading of chefts, boxes, &c. 
and carrying them into the latty, y.i 2 8. 

1 3-. For charges upon weighing out the commodities 
imported, either out of tlie latty, or out of the warehoufes, 
/.I 10. 

14. For charges upon conveying of goods out of the 
latty into the warehoufes, and houfing and (lowing of 
them there, _/ii 10. 

15. For conveying of chefts and boxes from the latty 
to the warehoufes, one with another, for each, y.i 28. 

16. For charges on garbling loolbs. nutmegs, nine (li- 
vers and fix pennings. 

1 7. For charges incurred at the annual vifitation and in- 
ventory of the warehoufes,yi22 10. 

18. For charges upon transferring of warehoufes, 

/• 4 S- , • v a . - 

19. For charges upon weighing and receiving indigo, 

poetsjok, falfe amber, olibanum, myrrh, borax, gum, 
galls, &c. eleven (livers and four pennings per too 
pounds. 


ao. For 
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20. For all other fir.all charges relative to his depafN 
ment, and not included in the above, f.i^ per annumw 

21. For packing and embaling of every bale, one 
with another, provided they are not too fmall, and that 
with refpeft to the largeft, no package fliall exceed 500 
pounds in weight. 

Againlt which he lhall have to pay out of his own 
pocket — 

a. The native weighers ; 

b. A native, for the purpofe of keeping note of the 
cooleyhire, &c. 

Art. VI. The fecretary fliall have, befides the fettled 
fees for the preparing of documents — 

for the fea-letter of a fliip or velfel of more than 800 
candil,yi75 \ 

for ditto, under 800 candil, ^^37 10 ; 
of which, however, he fliall give one-third to the firft 
fworn clerk. 

Art. vii. The factors, or chiefs of the fubordinate 
faftories, fliall have what they can fave — 

1. Out of the three hundred gilders per month paid 
for ordinary and extraordinary charges, in which, how- 
ever, are not included the cuftomary annual prefent, pa- 
per, pens, and medicines, nor the charges of the dur- 
bar, which laft are to be borne by the broker, or agent, 
and the others by the Company. 

2. Out of the charges in the invoices, or properly 
charges upon merchandize, which are fixed at one and 
a half per cent. 

3. Out of the charges upon packing and embaling the 
goods fent off, which are to be regulated in the fame 
manner as is detailed in Art. y. No. 21. with refpeft 
to the warehoufekeeper at Surat. 

Of all which emoluments they fliall have to give one- 
third to the feconds in their refpeftive faftories. 

Art. VIII. The comptroller of equipment fliall have— 

I . "^^That he can fave for himlelf upon receiving y 

a. For the monthly expences of the Company’s veflels, 
or the wages, provifions, &c. of the feamen ferving 
therein, including candles and other fmall articles, viz. 

For fourteen hands employed therein, during the rainy 
feafon, or from the ift of July, to the middle of Auguft. 
f.xefl. 10 per month. 

For 
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For thirty-two hands, from the end of Auguft till the 
fliips arrive, including the fchooner to look out, 
per month. 

For fixty-five hands, during the time the fhips are here, 
or from their arrival till the end of May, _/'.840 per 
month. 

And the laftmentioned yi840 is to be calculated as 
follows : 

for a fchooner with ten hands . . . 10 

for four veflels with nine hands, each 

y. 1 17 or 468 

for a horry with eight hands . ... 103 10 

for a country-boat with eleven hands . 138 


/.840 


b. For keeping the fame under cover as the Company 
are accuftomed, viz. 

for a fchooner, f.go — every year 

for a horry, y.30 — ditto 

for a country-boat, &c. y 30-~ditto. 

2. For keeping in repair the ciftem-ropes in the Com*- 
pany’s garden, f.2,6 per annum. 

3. Five per cent upon the expences of keeping in re- 
pair, the leathern bags for the ciftems, the leathern pipes 
for the fire-engine, and fifty fire-buckets, and for repair- 
ing the roofs, &c. of the Company’s outhoufes, &c. pro- 
vided he charges only the real colt, and renders a yearly 
account thereof to the council of polity. 

4. For the bamboos, brooms, earthen pots, &c. re- 
quired for the fervice of the Company’s garden and wharf, 
65 rupees, or y.97 10. 

5. For the ballaft wanted, viz. 

for a horry of 20 lafts, yij. 
for one of 15 ditto, 12. 

6. For heightening the Company’s garden, as allowed 
by letter of the 20th of Auguft, 1754, y.37 10 per 
annum. 

7. For balkets for putting on board the ballaft, to each 
Teflel,y.6 15. 

8. For fieves for the ballaft, y.4 10 per annum. 

9. For all other goods wanted in his department, either 
for the equipment of veflels, or for the reparation of 
the Company’s buildings in the outer town, according 

to 
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to the rates fixed by a price-current thereof, which fhall 
be annually framed on the ift of February, by the council 
of polity. 

I o. He fhall likewife have, or elfe the perfons who go 
©Ut to drag for anchors, one-fourth of the value of the 
anchors and grapnels belonging to private merchants, 
which fhall be recovered, but nothing upon tliofe belong- 
ing to the Company. 

And, on the other hand, he fhall be bound — 

I ft. To render a proper account every year. 

zdly. To keep every thing in due order. 

3dly, To charge nothing for cooley-hire. See. but to 
have all labour done by the feamen in the fervice of the 
Company. 

Art. IX. The difpenfler, or purveyor, fhall have what 
he can fave upon being paid — 

j. For the monthly keep of a horfe, y.22 10. 

2. For keeping a carriage, f. 1 8 per month. 

3. For keeping a draught-ox, y. 15 per month. 

4. For the monthly charges of the liable, agreeable to 
the letter of the 20th of Auguft, i754,y.2i. 

5. For providing the offices with fealingwax, ink, fand, 
and tape,y.5 per month. 

6. For keeping in repair the great ciftern before the 
lodge, with the appurtenances thereof, alfo according to 
the faid letter of the 20th of Auguft, 1754, y.97 lo per 
annum. 

7. For keeping in repair all the water-bags for the 
draught-oxen 5 item, the leathern buckets, ropes, &c. be- 
longing thereto ; f. 6 o per annum. 

8. For keeping the fire-engine in order, together with 
the leathern pipe, and buckets, the real cofl ftiall be 
charged, and he fhall receive thereon five per cent, alfo, 
agreeable to the faid letter. 

9. For charges to the keepers of the church, for 
brooms, bafkets, pots, &c. f.2j per annum. 

to. For tinning and repairing the kitchen-utenfils of 
the direftor, pennifts, and military, y.27 per four months. 

II. For ftarch, for binding of books, y 17 per annum. 

^ 12. For heightening and fmoothing the ftreets in the 
city, according to the abovementioned letter of the 20th 
of Auguft, 1754, y.37 10 per annum^ 

13. For keeping the roofs, &c. of the Company’s 
own and hired buildings in repair, repairing the hearths 

and 
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and chimnies, &c. the real coft fhal! be charged, and he 
fhall receive thereon five per cent, with the fame claufe 
as is inferted in No. 3. of the laft article, with refpeft to 
the comptroller of equipment. 

14. For every ox, or cow, whic!^ he fumifhes to the 
fhips for refrefhment, including all charges, f, 1 8. 

15. For every balket of greens, y. I 13 12. 

16. For all oAer goods required in his department, the 
fame as the comptroller of equipment, by Art. viii. 
No. 9. 

And,’ on the other hand, he fhall be bound, to keep every 
thing in due order, and to render account annually to the 
council of polity. 

Art. X. The head-furgeon fhall receive for board of 
the fick in the hofpital, nine ftivers per day per head, pro- 
vided that nothing more be charged to the Company for 
them, and that he provide the cribs in the hofpital for the 
fervice of the fick. 

Art. XI. Thofe •who are now and then employed in 
convoying the country-veffels to Cambaya, Barcche, Bau- 
nagra, &c. and command, for that purpofe, the Com- 
pany’s fchooners and horrys, on account of the number 
of pirates fwarming in thefe feas, fhall have one-fourth of 
the freight which they can, on fuch occafions, earn by the 
Company’s vefTels, according to the allowance granted 
by letter of the 20th of Auguft, 1751. 

In the callle at Batavia^ the 31ft of May, 1755. 


No. II r. 

REGULATION 

Refpeiling the receipt and delivery of fhips’ Cargoes, 34 
well at Batavia^ as at the refpeftive out-faftories, with 
what relates thereto. 

Art. I. The commanding ofEcers of fhips fhall, to 
pre'rent ill treatment on one fide, and unfounded com- 
plaints on the other, be always themfelves prefent at the 
receipt of goods on board their fhips out of the Com- 
pany’s warehoufes, or delivery thereof into them, and 
look to what they receive, as well with refpeft to qua- 
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lity as to quantity, for the commanders {hall be equally 
liable for the inferior quality, or bad condition of the 
goods, as for any deficiency in the quantity ; and if, by 
indifpofition, or for other fufficient reafons, they are not 
able to be themfelves prefent, they Ihall appoint thereto 
a lieutenant or mate, or other perfon in whofe fidelity 
and attention they can confide. And even if they, or, 
as beforefaid, thofe who may be placed in their ftead, 
declare that they will receive any thing upon the vvord 
and good faith of thofe who have to fhip them, , yet it 
fliall not be allowed them fo to do. 

Art. II. When they receive any tiling, it fhall ac- 
curately be noted down, and fpecially inferted jn tha 
bill of loading, that the fliipment is made by grofs or 
neat weight, by weight, meafure, or tale ; likewife what 
tare is reckoned upon each box, bag, &c. and how much 
has been weighed at once, in order that care may be 
taken at the delivery, that no goods be required of diem 
in any other mode than they may have received them. 

Art. III. Each weigh (hall not be taken at more 
than five or fix hundred pounds, and the fcale fhall ra- 
ther preponderate in favour of the goods than of the 
weights, and tlie overweights noted in the bills of load- 
ing fhall be accounted for. 

Art. IV. Gold a:iid filver, either in bullion or in 
coin, fhall be delivered to the Ihips’ commanders in 
bars, or in fpecie, by tale and by weight, and like- 
wife be fo delivered out by them, although it fhall be 
conveyed, as cuftomary, in chefts, which fhall be locked 
and fealed, and of which the keys fhall be fealed up 
feparately, and fent with them, provided that at the de- 
livery out, care be taken that as many bars or pieces be 
placed at once upon the fcale, as at the receipt, and which 
fhall equally be inferted in the bills of loading. 

Art. V. In the fame manner the commanders of 
fhips fhall receive iron, copper, tin, tutenague, lead, fugar, 
grain, pepper, and other weighable articles, by their net 
weights, and deliver them out fo again. 

Art. VI. All kinds of piecegoods muft equally be 
weighed by fingle packages, and deferibed upon the 
outermoft goeny, on the fide, where the pieces and af- 
fortment are not fpecified, in order tliat the packages, 
chefts, and bales, of piecegoods, be not only delivered 
refpe&vely to the fhips’ commanders, and to the ware- 

houfekeeper. 
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houfekeeper, by tale, and by aflbrtment, but Ukewlfe by 
weight. 

Art. VII. But all packages, bales, chefts, and boxes, 
with coarfe and fine cottons, gold .and filver, cloth and lace, 
velvets, woollens, and other manufadlures, filk, and filk 
cloths, ftationary, curiofities, toys, as likewife the bafket$ 
and calks of camphor, colours, nails, &c. the bottles or 
jars of quickfilver ; and in fhort, all fuch goods, which, 
according to the order included in Art. xxi. are packed 
up, and properly embaled, as well as appearing out- 
wardly in good condition, (hall only be weighed by grofs 
weight, and the weight fpeeified thereon, and fo de- 
livered to the fiiips’ eommanders, who jball nevertheleft 
have leave, if any one of thofe packs, bales, or other 
package, appear in the lead fufpicious to them, to have 
them opened, in order, by examination, to find out 
what may be the reafon thereof, although it fhall be 
fufficient for their refponfibility, that they deliver them 
unopened and well conditioned, by grofs weight, ac- 
cording to th.e bill of loading, or note of weight, to be 
given with each veflel. 

Art. viii. And in cafe fuch bales, cafes, &£. as 
have been carefully and properly (lowed, and which ap- 
pear outwardly in good condition, that is to fay, that the 
weight agrees, and the bagging, cordage, and feals gf 
{he packages, are found and unbroken, any articles be 
found defedlive, or fhort, the amount thereof, and the 
lofs thence enfuing, fliall be for account of the packers 
pr difpatchers, namely, one-half for the adminiftrators, 
and one-half for the commiflioners in tlie warehoufes. 

Art. IX. But if the packages be not found in good 
condition, or that they do not agree in grofs weight, 
with the grofs weight when (hipped, or that they have 
not been carefully and properly (tow’ed, tiien the com- 
ijianders of the veffels fhall be liable for w^hat is fpoiled 
pr wanting, and fhall be charged on account for the 
fame, at the felling-price. 

Art. X. Yet the warehoufekeepers, or adminiftrators, 
fhall in no wife be allowed to receive the damaged bales, 
&c. unopened into their warehoufes; but they fhall be 
obliged, immediately on their arrival, to open, unpack, 
and examine them, in the prefence of tlie fhip'a com- 
mander, and of commiflioners fpecially appointed thereto, 
yvho fhall make an exadh and detailed report of the refult, 
in order dial the fliip’s commander may be accordingly 
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made liable, or liberated from being refponfible for tb^ 
damage and Ipfs. 

Art. XI. Irr the fame manner they fhall not be at 
liberty to open any found or undamaged packages, &c. 
by themfelves, upon pain of being made anfwerable for 
whatever may be found fhort, or fpoiled, but the fame 
fhall equally be done in the prefence of the fliip’s com-t 
mander, if he can be found, and of fpecial commiffioners, 
who fhall have to weigh them immediately on arrival, 
and note down, if they find any difference with the grofs 
weight, according to the note of fhipment, and upon dif- 
covering any diminution, or damage, they fhall make an 
affidavit thereof, which fhall be laid before, or fent up 
to, this government, together with the note of fliipment. 

Art. XII. The commiffioners fhall thus Hand as uin., 
pires between the receiver 3nd deliverer ; and no others 
fhall therefore be appointed to that office, than perfons of 
tinqueftioned honour, who fhall. at the fame time, polfefs 
fufficient knowledge and ability to diftinguifh truly, whe- 
ther each party be properly dealt by, and whether the 
articles, which the adminiftrators may choofe to confider 
as defective or damaged, are really, and km fide, de- 
fedfive and damaged. 

Art. XIII. With refpeft to the fhipment and delivery 
of the four chief fpices, viz. cloves, nutmegs, mace, and 
cinnamon, the orders fucceffively ilTued on that fubjedl:, 
fhall continue to be obferved. 

Art. xiy. When moift or wet cloves, or nutmegs, 
are landed, all the cafes fliall be feparately w'eighed by 
pommiffioners appointed thereto, who fhall fpecify, in 
^eir report, how much more they weigh than by the 
invoice, and how much the tares of the cafes are more 
or lefs,^ then fuch cloves or nutmegs fhall be fpread out, 
for twice the fpace of fix hours, in the fun, to dry, and 
&e day after the drying has been completed, they fhall be 
reweighed, and put into the cafes again, and the real un- 
derweight, if fuch be found to be the cafe, fhall be cal- 
culated, and a£led upon accordingly ; they fhall after,. 
Wards -be placed upon Hands, in dry warehoufes, with 
fait, and not water, m the troughs placed under them ; 
moreover, the fhips* commanders fhall be required to 
render an account hov/ the faid mc,ifture occurred, and 
the dccifipn fliall be referred to the council of India, to- 
gether with fuch confiderations as may occur on the fub- 
ledt ; without any prejudice to the profecution of the 

fifeal, 
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lifcal, and immediate indemnification at the felling-prices, 
if any fraud be found to have been committed therein. 

Akt. XV. But with refpedb to wine, fpirits, and 
other liquids, in calks, it is hereby ordered, that no calks 
lhall be delivered to the fhips, or fent from here, but 
what contain the following quantity of cans, and are 
branded accordingly, namely : 
a whole leager 400 cans'! 

a half ditto 200 ditto | 

a whole av/m 1 00 ditto ^ of ten /m/fs each can, 

a half ditto 50 ditto I 

a beer-calk no ditto J 

Art. XVI. The above calks lhall be delivered to the 
Ihips’ commanders, in good condition, and full, who 
(hall be allowed for carrying them over, fuch diminution 
as is fettled by the regulation refpedting the oSreckoning 
of underweights, &c. dated the 15th of Auguft, 1752. 

Art. XVII. But the diminutions upon calks, al- 
lowed by the abovementioned regulation to the refpeclive 
adminillrators, are hereby annulled, and, inllead thereof, 
they lhall only be required to make good ; 

At Batavia At the othct 
and Ceykn, Faftories* 


for one whole leager . 

. cans 

3<53 • 

. 360 

for one half ditto • • 

• 

j8o . 

. 180 

for one whole awm 

* • • 

90 . 

• 9 ° 

for one half ditto . • 

. . • 

45 • 

• 45 

for one calk of beer 

. • • 

100 . 

• 100 

for one barrel of beef . 

pounds 

420 . 

. 400 

for one ditto of pork 

. 

340 ■ 

• 320 

for one ditto of butter . 

• • - 

320 . 

. 310 


and for one pot of Bengal butter, 
at Batavia, and other places where it 
is brought diredf from Bengal, 10 
pounds lefs, and at fadlories which 
receive it from Batavia, or at fecond 
hand, 20 pounds lefs, than it has 
been Ihipped for from Bengal, which 
is at prefent, 150 pounds, thus . • 140 • • 130 
Art. XVIII. What is given to the Ihips for their con- 
fumption, lhall be accounted for by the commanders, in 
the fame manner as detailed above, with regard to the 
refpedlive factories, exclufive of Ceylon, without any fur- 
theroff reckoning. 


Art. 
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Art. xit. And in order that the (hips’ commander# 
may nor allege that they have received bad liquor for 
eocd, without foundation, they (hall have, upon receipt 
merepf, to tade the liquor themfclves, together with the 
commillloners. 

Art. XX. No caiks (hall be unladen before they have 
been examined, guaged, and tailed, while lying in the 
tier, by commilTioners acquainted with the articles, and 
who (hall give a declaration of the ftowage and condition 
thereof} for if the goods be found not to have been- pro- 
perly (lowed in the hold, the (hip’s commander (hall be 
anfwerable for the damage accruing thereby ; and no- 
thing (hall be written off, for loll, broken, or damaged 

e nds, unlefs it appear, by fuch a declaration, that they 
ve been properly (lowed, and that the xxivth article 
hereof has been (Iridlly followed. 

Art. XXI. At the packing up of the goods, which 
the (hips’ commanders, agreeable to Art. vu. receive and 
deliver by grofs weight, not only two fpecial commif- 
fjoners (hall be prefent, but the warehoufekeepers (liall 
likewife have to put into each pack, cafe, or cheft, a note 
figned by them, and by the commillloners, fpecifying the 
quantity of goods a£lually packed therein ; and it will be 
fufficient, that the adminiftrators render account accord- 
ing to thofe notes, although a larger quantity may ap- 
pear upon the invoice, provided they give immediate ad- 
vice of fuch difference, where and how it behooves. 

Art. XXII. For further fccurity, they (hall have to 
feal all packs, chefls, and cafes of finer wares, namely, 
the chefts and cafes with a crofs-cord, and the packs or 
bales by means of an inner bag under the goeny, as has 
been cullomary of old. 

Art. XXIII. And if in fuch packs, calas, or chefts, 
any thing be found defe^ive or (hort, the indemnification 
thereof (hall be borne by the warehoufefceeper, or ware- 
houfekeepers, together with the commilTioners, of th« 
place where the (hipment was made, each one half, agree- 
able to Art. VIII. 

Art, XXIV. Upon the difpatch of the goods from 
the (hore, after the perfon that receives them there has 
figned a receipt for them, in the (hipment-book of the 
warehoufe, a fcaled and figned note Ihall be given to each 
lighter or boat, in which the weight, the number, and 
marks, and numbers of the packs, chefts, and cafes, fliall 

be 
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be fepar^tely fpecified j and if any thing be found upon 
reweighing or. beard, and confrontation with the note of 
fhipment, not to agree therewith, or that it appears that 
any thing have become wet, been pilfered, or damaged in 
any way, then the perfon who may have the command on 
board, to whom the notes of fliipment are directed, fhall not 
only inftantly give intimation thereof, to his captain, and 
to the people on Ihore, in order that the caufe of fuch 
damage or deficiency be immediately difeovered ; but 
likewife, he fhall, if neceflary, have a fufficient declaration 
drawn up by the officers on board, refpedfing the fitua* 
tion of the goods; and fuch commanding officer, ffialj, 
if guilty of negledi: or filence in fuch cafes, be anfwer,- 
able for the lofs which the Company may incur in con* 
fequence. 

Art. XXV. The fame fhall take place upon redelivery 
of the goods from on board ; when the firft lieutenantj 
or mate, or he that fills that ftation, fhall duly weigh off 
to the quartermaflers or headmen of the lighter?, or 
boats, all packs, cherts, and cafes, which are difeharged, 
and make an accurate note thereof, which fhall be fighed 
by the perfon who delivers out the goods, and by hioj 
that receives them, fealed, and fo addrefled to the admi- 
nirtrator or warehoufekeeper, into whofe charge the 
goods are to be committed; and it fhall, therefore, be 
part of the duty of the adminiftrators or warehopfe- 
keepers, when every thing is delivered to them conformably 
to the note of difeharge, to put thereto the word “ re- 
ceived,” over their fignature, and upon difeovering any 
difference between the contents of the note, and the num- 
ber, weight, or condition of the packages. See. tp give 
immediate advice thereof to the fenior merchants, or 
head-adminiftrators, or fuch as are thereto appointed, ag 
likewife, in both cafes, to keep copies of the notes, in 
the warehoufes ; and the quartermaflers, or headmen, 
of the lighters, or boats, fhall be aniweratle for the de- 
feats which ihall appear in the goods. 

Art. XXVI. Saltpetre from Bengal muft be fhipped 
in double goeny-bags, and the goenys fhall be delivered 
to the fhips’ commanders, not by bundles, but by tale, 
and be fo inferted in the bills of loading. 

Art. xxvii. The commiffioners in the warehoufes, 
and thofe who receive good?, fhall, upon their fhipment 
by country-boats or vertels, to be carried on board ; 

firft 



APPENDDC. 


5i4 

firft attentively examine the fame, whether they are not 
leaky, and whether they are perfcftly in a fit ftate for 
conveying the goods ; and finding any thing wrong, in this 
refpeft, they fhall make the fame known to the chief in 
command, in order that the fame be provided for, upon 
pain that, if they npgle£h doing fo, they fhajl be anfwer- 
able for the confequenccs, equally with the warehoufe- 
Iceeper, and the comptroller of equipment whp hires or 
provides the craft. 

Art. xxviii. Refpedfing the ftowage witliin board, 
the (hips’ commanders fhall have to take care, that the 
lead valuable goods be placed, under the cookroom, under 
the butlery, and near the mainmaft ; thofe that are moft 
valuable, as, gold and filver cloths, laces, &c. out of the 
hold, in the cabin j and that the pots of butter and calks 
of oil be fo (lowed, that, upon any thing breaking, pther 
goods may not be damaged thereby ; and further, to take 
all poffible precautions to prevent leakage, according to the 
tenor of the inftruftions of the aflembly of feventeen on that 
head, dated the 13th of Augud, 1728, which (hall always 
be confidered as an appurtenance hereto ; upon pain, that 
if the contrary take place, they (hall be obliged to make 
good all the lofs, or damage, that may accrue thereby. 

Art. XXIX. Due time (hall be given to the (hips* 
commanders after receipt of their cargoes, to be able to 
examine whether they have adtually received what they 
mud fign bills of loading for ; which it (hall be the bufi- 
nefs of the fenior merchants of the cadle to attend to, at 
this’ place, and of the refpeebive chiefs, and head admi- 
nidrators, at the out-fa£lories. 

Art. XXX. The (hips’ commanders, their officers, and 
crews, and the adminidrators, or warehoufekeepers, and 
their fervants, fhall not only behave towards each other 
with all proper and pradlicable civility and good manners, 
but (hall alfo a£l with good faith and equity towards each 
other, infomuch, that, neither (hall any fraud or deceit be 
pradlifed on either fide, nor any attempt be made, or oc- 
cafion or confent be given thereto. 

Art. XXXI. And if any one a£l otherwife, either on 
(hore, or on board, as, filling up of liquors with water, 
moidtning the pepper, fpices, cochineal, or other dry ar- 
ticles, or placing in or near them, oil, or wet goods, of 
any kind, the fame (hall be fubjedl to corporal puni(h- 
ment, according to the circumdances of the cafe. 


Art. 
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Art. xxTir. But efpecially and more feverely fliall 
be puniflied, thofe who may make ufe of falfe meafures, 
weights, beams, or fcales, or even Amply be in pofleffion 
of fuch falfe inflruments in their adminiftrations ; or thofe 
who meafure or weigh falfely, with good v^eights and 
meafures. And the CommilEoners themfelves ihall not 
be excepted or exempted from the fame penalties, if they 
can be proved to have had knowledge thereof, and not to 
have prevented, or given information of the fame. 

Art. XXXIII. And in order that the fhips’ com- 
manders may be affured that they fhall not be liable to 
make good any deficiency that may arife from a difference 
between the weights ufed in one fadfory, and thofe ufed in 
another, which might prove of great prejudice to them, 
particularly with regard to copper and tin, a fifty pounder 
of the weights by which they receive thofe metals, fhall 
always be put into a feparate box in their prefence, fealed, 
and given with them ; and at the factory whither they arc 
bound, the fame fhall be opened in their prefence, com- 
pared with the weights there ufed, and upon difeovery 
of any difference, the delivery fhall bt made in proportion 
thereto j after which it fhall again be diredfly fealed up, 
and fent back. 

Art. XXXIV. hlorecver, all meafures, weights, beams, 
and fcales, which the adminiftrators have in ufe, or in 
their adminiftrations, fhall be narrowly examined twice 
every year, and compared with the ftandards kept by the 
ordinary mafters of aifize, and foecial commillioners, who, 
upon finding any thing wrong, mail directly feal up what- 
ever is defective, and give due information thereof, at the 
proper place. 

Art. XXXV. And the commiiTioners deputed for fuch 
femellral examination, fhall have always to be mindful to 
examine whether the meafures, weights, beams, and fcales, 
are mended, or furnifhed witli rings, &c. and to make 
mention, in their written report, both of the quantity and 
condition thereof ; and in particular to fet down whether 
the meafures, weights, &c. are duly affized, of which no- 
tice fhall always be taken, for their information of what 
they have to do, in the warrants iiTued to them for that 
purpofe. 

In the caftle of Batavia, the 2Qth of Auguft, 1753. 

No. IV. 
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Account of tlie number of fliips fent out by the Eaft-India Company of Holland, the number of men, and 
ibe amount of fpecie they carried, the number of (hips returned, the proceeds of fales, and the dividends on 
the ftock, from 1720 to 1729. 
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No. VI. 

Statement of the original capital ftock of the gene- 
ral united Eaft-India Company of Holland, eftablilhed in 
1602, fpecifying the refpetlive proportions in which each 
®f the fix chambers were originally interefted in it. 
Amfterdam . . . y.3,674,915. 

Zealand .... 1,333,882- 

Delft .... 470,000. 

Rotterdam . . . 177,400. 

Hoorn .... 266,868- 

Enkhuizen . . . S3^>n5.' 

together - y.6,459,840. 

divided into 2,153 a£lions, or lhares, of f.2,000. each 
and 1 ditto of 840. 


No. VII. 
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No. VII. 

Account of the dividends upon the ftock of the Eaft- 
India Companies of Holland, from 1604 to 1780; — and 
of the revolutions in the value of the ftock, from 1723 to 
1780. 


The Company of diftant countries, and the Company of 


Magellan united, divided, in 1604 

125 per cent. 

1605 

55 

1607 

10 

1608 

10 

1613 

4 f 

which balanced their accounts 

2041 - 


The Company concerned in the equipment of fc 
fbips in 1602, divided, in - 1605 15 percent. 

1606 75 


1606 

1607 

1608 

1609 

1611 

1612 

1614 


40 

20 

25 

5 ° 

37 

3 


■which balanced their accounts 265 

The above dividends -were, however, made by the gene- 
ral United Eaft-Indla Company, eftablifhed in 1602, to 
whom the liquidation of the affairs of the former Com- 
panies was committed, and who began and continued 
the dividends upon their own ftock, as follows : 


Years. 

Months. 

Perct. 



1610 

1611 

in April 
in Nov. 

15 ditto 

75 

50 

7 d 

in mace 
in pepper 
in bankmoncy 


1612 

1613 

1614 

1615 

j6i6 

1617 

in March 

30 

in nutmegs 

at 19, 20, & 22 
fldllings per lb. 


161S 
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Years. 

Months. 

Perct. 



1618 





1619 





1620 

in April 

37 j 

in bankmoney 


1621 





1622 





1623 

in Nov. 

25 

in cloves 

at6oftiverspr./J 

1624 





1625 

in Aug. 

20 

in bankmoney 


1626 





1627 

in March 

I2‘2 

in bankmoney 


1628 





1629 

in Jan. 

25 

in bankmoney 


1630 





1631 

in Jan. 

17* 

in bankmoney 


1632 





1633 

in June 

12?- 

in bankmoney 



in Dec. 

20 

in ditto 


1634 





1635 

in March 

20 

in bankmoney 



15 May 

12* 

in cloves 

at 80 ft. per /i. 


20 Aug. 

12 i 

in ditto 

ditto 

1636 

I March 

25 

in ditto 

ditto 


I Nov. 

I2r 

in ditto 

ditto 

1637 

I March 

15 

in ditto 

ditto 


I Nov. 

25 

in ditto 

ditto 

1638 

I oa. 

10 

in capalete 

at 40 ft. per lb. 


I Dec. 

25 

in bankmoney 


1640 

I Jan. 

15 

in cloves 

at 80 ft. per lb. 


I Nov. 

25 

in bankmoney 


1641 

15 Feb. 

15 

in cloves 

at 80 ft. per lb. 


I Nov. 

25 

in ditto 

at 50 ditto 

1642 

15 Dec. 

50 

in bankmoney 


1643 

I Feb. 

15 

in cloves 

at 50 ft. per lb. 

1644 

I Nov. 

25 

in ditto 

ditto 


I Dec. 

20 

in bankmoney 


1645 





1646 

I Jan. 

22?: 

in bankmoney 



I Dec. 

25 

in ditto 


1647 





1648 

I Jan. 

2S 

in bankmoney 


1649 

I Jan. 

30 

in ditto 



11 M 4 1650 
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Years. 

Months. 

Per ct. 


1650 

I Jan. 

20 

in bankmoney 

1651 

I Jan. 

IS 

in ditto 

1652 

I Jan. 

^s 

in ditto 

1653 

I Jan. 


in ditto 

1654 

15 June 

IS, 

in ditto 

1655 

I Jan. 

I 2 i- 

in ditto 

1656 

1657 

I Dec. 

274 

in ditto 

1658 

I Dec. 

40 

in bankmoney 

1659 

I Dec. 

12 ^ 

in ditto 

j66o 

I Nov. 

40 

in ditto 

1661 

1662 

15 Nov. 

2S 

in ditto 

1663 

1664 

15 Nov. 

30 

in bankmoney 

1665 

1666 

1667 

15 Jan. 

27i 

in bankmoney 

1 6(58 

1 June 

I2i 

in bankmoney 

1669 

I July 

I2i 

in ditto 

1670 

2 June 

40 

in ditto 

1671 

I June 

4S 

in ditto 


20 July 

IS 

in ditto 

1672 

2 June 

IS 

in ditto 

1673 

1674 

1675 

I June 

33 

in obligations on the province 
of Holland 

1676 

1677 

1678 

I Feb. 

2S 

in bankmoney 

1679 

I Jan. 

I2|: 

in obligations on the geneid 
Company, repayableattheoption 
of the Company, with 4 perct.in- 
tereft per annum ; afterwar^l# 
reduced to 3 per ct. 

}68o 

I Jan. 

25 

in ditto 

1681 

I Jan. 

22 

in ditto 

1682 

1683 

1684 

I July 

33 r 

in ditto 

1685 

1 Feb. 

49 

in bankmoney 

1686 

I May 

I 2 

in ditto 

1687 
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Years. 

j Months. 

Perct. 


1687 

15 April 

20 

in bankmoney 

j688 

15 April 

33 J 

in ditto 

1689 

15 April 

33 l 

in ditto 

1690 

15 April 

40 

in ditto 

1691 

I Aug. 

20 

in ditto 

1692 

15 April 

2S 

in ditto 

1693 

I April 

20 

in ditto 

1694 

,i April 

20 

in ditto 

1695 

I Nov. 

2S 

in ditto 

1696 

I June 

IS 

in obligations on the feveral 
chambers, at 3* per cent, per 
ann. repayable by inftalments, 
and finally to be reimburfed ia 
1740. 

1^97 

I June 

IS 

in ditto 

1698 

1 June 

IS 

in ditto 

1699 

15 Sep. 

IS 

in bankmoney 

I June 

20 

in ditto 


I Dec. 

15 

in ditto 

1700 

IS July 

2S 

in ditto 

1701 

20 May 

20 

in ditto 

170a 

15 May 

20 

in ditto 

1703 

16 May 

2S 

in ditto 

1704 

16 June 

2S 

in ditto 

1705 

25 May 

2S 

in ditto 

1706 

I May 

2S 

in ditto 

1707 

15 April 

2S 

in ditto 

1708 

I May 

2S 

in ditto 

1709 

15 May 

2S 

in ditto 

1710 

I May 

2S 

in ditto 

1711 

15 May 

2S 

in ditto 

171a 

1 May 

IS 

in ditto 

1713 

I May 

30 

in ditto 

1714 

I May 

33 t 

in ditto 

1715 

I April 

40 

in ditto 

1716 

I May 

40 

in ditto 

1717 

I May 

40 

in ditto 

1718 


40 

in ditto 

1719 


40 

in ditto 

1720 


40 

in ditto 

1721 


33 J 

in ditto 

1722 


30 

in ditto 

1723 
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Years. 

Per ct. 

APPEl 

^IX. 

Prices of the flock. 

1723 

I2t 

in bankmoney 

from to 

6^4 per cent 621 per cent 

1724 

15 

in ditto 

603 

654 

1725 

20 

in ditto 

614 

660 

1726 

25 

in ditto 

658 

563 

1727 

20 

in ditto 

560 

658 

1728 

15 

in ditto 

655 

612 

1729 

25 

in ditto 

628 

679 

1730 

25 

in ditto 

715 

650 

1731 

25 

in ditto 

692 

742 

1732 

25 

in ditto 

779 

7 iir 

1733 

25 

in ditto 

644 

788 

1734 

2S 

in ditto 

754 

647 

1735 

25 

in ditto 

645 

714 

1736 

20 

in ditto 

756 

675 

1737 

IS 

in ditto 

532 

586^ 

1738 

IS 

in ditto 

585 

534 

1739 

IS 

in ditto 

494 

572 

1740 

I2I: 

in ditto 

506 

403 

1741 

I2i 

in ditto 

391 

439 

1742 

12^ 

in ditto 

403 

350 

1743 

12i 

in ditto 

350 

434 

1744 

IS 

in ditto 
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4 < 54 t 

1745 

IS 

in ditto 


420 

1746 

20 

in ditto 

368 

450 

1747 

20 

in ditto 

434 

369 

1748 

20 

in ditto 

366 

455 

1749 

25 1 

in ditto 

423 

495 

1750 

2S 

in ditto 

489 

594 

1751 1 

2S 

in ditto 

603 

575 

1752 ! 

25 

in ditto 

580 

54 < 5 i 

1753 

20 

in ditto 

S 59 f 

534 

507 r 

1754 

20 

in ditto 

SSSi 

1755 

20 

in ditto 

5151 

407 i 

1756 j 

20 

in ditto 

404 i 

446 

I 7 S 7 

20 

in ditto 

S 5 SI 

S° 7 i 

1758 

i-S 

in ditto 

458 

39 ^ 

1759 

IS 

in ditto 

386i 

417 

1760 

IS 

in ditto 

414 

378 

17^1 

IS 1 

in ditto 

390 

335 

1762 

IS 

in ditto 

1323 

379 

1763 

IS ' 

in ditto 

1407 

353 ? 


1764 
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1764 

*5 

in bankmoney 

1765 

* 7 i 

in ditto 

1766 

20 

in ditto 


20 

in ditto 

1768 

20 

in ditto 

1769 

20 

in ditto 

1770 

* 5 . 

in ditto 

1771 

12 i 

in ditto 

1772 

124 

in ditto 

1773 

*24 

in ditto 

1774 

124 

in ditto 

177s 

124 

in ditto 

1776 

I2i 

in ditto 

1777 

I2§ 

in ditto 

1778 

I2I 

in ditto 

*779 

12f 

in ditto 

1780 

I2i 

in ^itto 
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from 

to 

374 percent 406 per cent 

406 

585 

S 93 

546 

5804 

503 

5*8 

455 

472 

410 

4*2 

325 

3*4 

385 

3*59 

326 

323 

3'^3 

33 <S 

363 

340 

357 

340 

359 

355 

382 

380 

340 

357 

322 

328 

323 
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No. IX. 


Abftraft of the Herhariiis Vivus, or Herbal, of Henrt 
Bernard Oldelard, fuperintendent of the Com- 
pany’s garden at the Cape of Gocd Hope, in the year 
1695. 

AEUTiLONafricanum, foliis, rugofis, et filiculis lanu- 
ginofis. 

Abfinthium africanum frutefcens, folds latioribus. 
Alium africanum, flore purpural'cente. 

1 Aloe africana arborefcens, montana, non fpinola, 

folio longiffimo piicatili, fiore rubro. 

2 Aloe africana arborefcens, floribus albicantibus fra- 

grantilTimis. 

3 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis fpinofis, maculis ab 

utraque parte albicantibus notatis. 

4 Aloe africana breviflima, craffiffimoque folio, flore 

fubviridi. ’ 

5 Aloe, africano flore glabro, rigidiffimo, flore fub- 

viridi. 

6 Aloe africana flore rubro, folio maculis ab utraque 

parte albicantibus notato. 

7 Aloe africana, flore rubro, folio, triangulari, et ver- 

rucis ab utraque parte albicantibus notato. 

8 Aloe africana, folio in fummitate triangulari, mar- 

garitifera, floi’e fubviridi. 

9 Aloe africana margaritifcra, minor. 

10 Aloe africana foliis glaucis, marginc et dorll parte 

fuperiore fpinofis, flore rubro. 

1 1 Aloe africana, foliis glaucis, margine et dorfo integio 

fpinofis. 

1 2 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis, caulem am- 

plcflentibus. 

13 Aloe africana, folio triangulari longifllmo, floribus 

luteis et fostibus. 

14 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis magis glaucis caulem 

ampledfentibus, et in mucroncm obtuCorem dcli- 
nentibus. 


1 5 AIo» 
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Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis minus glaucis, caulem 
ampleclentibus, dorfi parte fuperiore fpinofa. 

1 6 Aloe africana caulefcens foliis glaucis, caulem am- 

ple£tentibus latioribus, et undequaque fpinofis. 

17 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis, caulem am- 

pledlentibus, dorfo integro fpinofo. 

18 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis brevioribus, 

caulem amplecfentibus, foliorum parte interna et 
externa non nihil fpinofa. 

Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis breviflimis, 
foliorum fummitate interna et externa non nihil 
fpinofa. 

20 Aloe africana caulefcens perfoliata, glauca et non 

fpinofa. 

21 Aloe africana, glabro folio, minutiflimis cavitatibus 

donate. 

22 Aloe africana humilis, fpiris inermibus et vernicis 

obfita. 

23 Aloe africana humilis Arachnoidtea. 

24 Aloe africana humilis, foliis ex albo et viridi va- 

riegatis. 

25 Aloe africana humilis, folio non nihil reflexo, flori- 

bus ex albo et rubro variegatis. 

26 Aloe africana humilis, folio in fummitate triangular! 

et rigidilTimo, marginibus albicantibus. 

27 Aloe africana ereefta, triangularis, et triangularifolio 

vifeofo. 

28 Aloe africana erecla, rotunda, folio parvo et in 

acumen rlgidUfimum exeunte. 

1 Alaternoides africana, Ericae foliis, floribus albican- 

tibus et mufeofis. 

2 Alaternoides africana, Telephini legitimi nuperati 

folio, flore viridi. 

3 Alaternoides africana, Lawri ferrate folio. 

4 Alaternoides africana, Chamaemefpili folio rigidiore 

et minore, floribus albicantibus. 

5 Alaternoides africana, Roris marini latiori et pilofiori 

folio, flore cseruleo. 

Althaea africana veficaria. 

Amygdalus africana nana, flore incurvato rofeo fim- 
plici, folio Mali perfici anguftiore. 

I Anaemofpermos africana, foliis Cardui benediai, 
florum radiis intus fulphureis. 

2 An.emofpermo5 
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i AfttEiTKifpermos africana, foSls Plantaginis, flore 
fulphureo. 

3 An?emofpermos africana, Jacoboe* maritimje foliis, 
flore fulphureo. 

1 Apocynutn africanum ere£lum, villofo fru£lu, Sali- 

cis folio lato, glabro. 

2 Apocynum africanum ereftum, Salicis folio lato, 

fubhirfuto. 

3 Apocynum africanum ere£tum, Salicis folio lato, 

glabro artgufto. 

4 Apocynum afrlcanumhumile,alzoides,filiquis ereftis* 

5 Apocynum africanum ereftum, fubhirfutum, foliis, 

undulatis. 

6 Apocynum fcandens africanum Vincse pervincae fo- 

liis, fubincanum. 

7 Apocynum africanum fcandens, Afphodeli radice, 

angultifhmo folio. 

S Apocynum africinum fcandens, Lapati folio. 

Arum athiopicum forigerum et frudtum ferens, 
radice magna orbiculari. 

Arum africanum, flore albo odorato. 

Arum maximum aegyptiacum, quod vulgo Colocafll* 
audit. 

I Afclepias africana aizoides. 

* Afclepias africana, longioribus foliis minus dentati*. 

3 Afclepias africana, flore pulchre fimbriate. 

Argyrodentros africana, foliis fericis et argentels. 
Afparagus fylveftris africaiius aculeatus. 

Afphodelus africanus, angullis foliis luteis, minor. 
Afplenium africanum ramofum, maximum, caulibus 
fplendentibUs. 

1 After africanus, Jacoboea? foliis, flore aureo; 

2 After africanus, Staschatis foliis, flore aureo. 

3 After africanus ramofus, Hyfopi foliis, floribus coo- 

ruleis. 

4 After africanus ramofus, floribus albis. 

5 After africanus, Helcgfifi folio, flore rubro. 

6 After africanus frutefeens, foliis anguftis, et plerum- 

que conjiindbis. 

7 After africanus frutefeens, fplendentibus parvis et 

reflexis foliis. 

8 After africanus frutefeens, Lavendulae folio, flore 

purpureo. 

9 After africanus annuus, Sen^cionis foliis. 

!• After 
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lo After africanus frutefeens, foliis Scnecionis craffiori* 
bus. 

Afteroplatii Carpos africana frutefeens, Crithini ma- 
rini loiiis. 

Aftragalus africanus odoratus, florc luteo. 

1 Beilis africana, florum pediculis pene aphylis foliis 

incifis. 

2 Beilis africana, florum pediculis foliofis, foliis anguftis 

et integris. 

3 Beilis africana, capitulo aphyllo luteo, Coronopi fo- 

lio, cauliculis procumbentibus. 

4 Beilis africana, Capitulo aphyllo luteo, foliis =ct cau- 

liculis junceis ereckis. 

1 Bryonia africana glabra, foliis in profundas laciniaS 

divifis, fru£ku minori. 

2 Bryonia africana lacincata, tuberofa radicc, floribus 

nerbaceis. 

Calendula, five Caltha africana humilis, flore intus 
albo, flbris violaceo fimplici. 

1 Campanula africana annua, hirfuta, latis ferratifquc 

foliis, flore magno violaceo. 

2 Campanula africana annua, glabra, ferrato folio, flores 

pallido. 

3 Campanula africana annua, hirfuta, parvo anguftoque 

folio, flore pallido violaceo. 

4 Campanula africana, annua, anguftifolia, flore pur- 

purafeente, major. 

5 Campanula africana annua, anguftifolia, flore pur- 

purafeente, minor. 

6 Campanula africana frutefeens, aculeofa, flore vio- 

laceo. 

7 Campanula africana minor, Erini facie, flore violaceo, 

cauliculis ereefis. 

S Campanula africana minor, Erini facie, flore violaceo, 
cauliculis procumbentibus. 

Carnphorata africana umbellata, frutefeens. 

Canna. 

Cardamine africana trifolia (dicitur etiam Nafturtiiun) 
foliis temis, facie Chriftophorians. 

Centurium majus africanum, laciniatum, flore aureo, 
odorato. 

j Centurium minus africanum, Lini foliis et facie, 
flore ampio fuave rubepte. 


2 Centurium 
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a Centunufti minus africanum, arborefcens> latifblium', 
flore ruberrimo. 

3 Centurium minus africanum, arborefcens, anguftifli- 

mum, flore ruberrimo. 

4 Centurium minus africanum, arborefcens, tulipife- 

rum. 

Cheirantos africana, flore luteo. 

1 Chryfanthemum africanum Stcebes, follls anguftiori- 

bus. 

a Chryfanthemum africanum repens, flore aphylo, Co- 
ronopi folio. 

Chryfanthemoides Ofteofpergon africanum, odora* 
turn, fpinofum et vifcofum. 

Ciftus humilis aizoides maritimus africanus, flore ru- 
bello. 

X Colutea africana annua, foliis parvis mucronatis^ 
veficulis compreflis. 

2 Colutea africana annua, foliis cordatis, et veficulis 

minus compreflis. 

3 Colutea africana, Sennae foliis, flore fanguineo. 

4 Colutea africana humilis, flore fanguineo, Crotolarioe 

filiquis. 

1 Coma aurea africana fruticans, foliis Linariae an* 

guftis, major. 

2 Coma aurea africana fruticans, foliis Linariae an- 

gullis, minor. 

3 Coma aurea africana, Linariae foliis glaucis et lanu-<. 

ginofis. 

4 Coma aurea africana fruticans, omnium maxima, 

foliis tomentoGs et incanis. 

5 Coma aurea africana fruticans, Ericae folio. 

6 Coma aurea africana fruticans foliis glaucis, et in 

extremitate trifidis. 

7 Coma aurea africana fruticans, foliis Crithmi marini, 
S Coma aurea africana fruticans, foliis inferioribus in- 

cifis, fuperioribus dentatis. 

1 Conyza africana arborefcens incana, florlbus pur- 

puroviolaceis, foliis Salvis odore, odore Salvise et 
Roris marini. 

2 Conyza africana humilis, foliis anguftloribus ner» 

vofis, floribus umbellatis. 

3 Conyza africana frutefcens, foUis Salvise, odore cam- 

phorst. 

4 Conyza. 
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4 Conyza africana frutefcens, foliis Ericae hamatls et 

incaiiis. 

5 Conyza africana, frutefcens, foliis Roris niarini. 

6 Conyza africana, Senecionis flore. 

CotuLi africana, calyce eleganti csefio. 

1 Cotyledon africana frutefcens, foliis orbiculatis, lim- 

bo purpurco cin6fis. 

2 Cotyledon africana, teretifolia, flore pulcherrimo. 

3 Cotyledon africana, foliis oblongioribus, floribus um- 

bellatis fibrofa radice. 

4 Cotyledon africana frutefcens, folio longo et angufto, 

flore flavefcente. 

5 Cotyledon africana frutefcens, flore umbellato coc- 

cinco. 

1 Cytifus africanus argenteus, flore atro purpureo. 

2 Cytifus africanus hirfutus, angufli-folius. 

3 Cytifus africanus herbaceus, floribus rubris. 

1 Echium africanum frutefcens, foliis pilofis. 

2 Echium africanum perenne, Lycopfis facie. 

1 Elichryfmm africanum lanuginofum, latifolium, ca- 

lyce lloris argenteo et ampliilimo. 

2 Elichryfmm africanum tomentofum, frutefcens, ca- 

lyce argenteo. 

3 Elichryfium africanum lanuginofum, anguftiflimo fo- 

lio, calyce floris argenteo et amplilTimo. 

4 Elichryfium africanum tomentofum, fijitefcens, floris 

calyce aureo. 

5 Elichryfmm africanum tomentofum, frutefcens, Coris 

folio. 

6 Elichryfmm africanum incanum, tomentofum, foliis 

fubrotundes. 

7 Elichryfu'.rn africanum umbellatum, odoratum lu- 

te um. 

8 Elichryfium africanum frutefcens, anguffis et longio- 

rihus foliis, incanis. 

9 Elichryfmm africanum latifolium, foetidum, capitulo 

aurco. 

10 Elichryfmm africanum luteum, Polii folio. 

1 1 Elichryfmm africanum Tomentofum, incanum, anguf- 

tifoli-um floribus rubris. 

12 Elicl rynum airicanum latifolium, foetidum, capitulo 

aurco. 

13 Elichryfmm africanum frutefcens, foliis Crithmi ma- 

rl nl. 

14 Elichryfium 
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14 Elichryfium arboreum africanum, Roris marini 

folio. 

15 Elichryfium africanum, Plantaginis folio. 

16 Elichryfium africanum foetidiflimum, ampIiiTuno fo- 

lio. 

17 Elichryfium africanum inodorum, glabrum, Coro- 

nopi folio. 

Ephemerum africanum annuum, flore bipetalo. 

1 Erica africana viridis, anguftilfimis foliis, flofculis in 

capitulum congeftis. 

2 Erica africana, flofculis fubhirfutis, fecundum ramulos 

difpofitis. 

3 Erica africana incana, foliis anguftiffimis. 

4 Erica africana, capillaceo brcvique folio, flore rotun- 

diori purpureo- 

3 Erica africana, folio niluimo, flore rotundiori albido. 

0 Erica africana, Coris folio, flore oblongo fpicato. 

7 Erica africana, Coris folio, flore oblongo, purpureo, 

c foliorum alis prodeunte. 

8 Erica africana, Coris folio, flore breviori. 

9 Erica africana, Coris folio, floribus veficariis. 

10 Erica africana, juniperifolia, flore oblongo fpicato. 

11 Erica africana, junip»rifolia, flore oblongo unibel- 

lato. 

Evonymus afri'canus, folio lucido ferrato. 

Fabago africana arborefcens, flore fulphureo, fruclu 
rotundo. 

Ferula africana galbanimifera, frutefcens, Myrrhi- 
dis foliis. 

1 Filicula africana maxima ramofa, pinnulis tenuibus 

difledfis. 

2 Filicula africana, in acutas divifa lacineis. 

1 Filix africana maxima ramofa, pinnulis irenatis. 

2 Filix africana dentata, Lonchitidis facie. 

3 Filix africana ramofa, pinnulis Lonchitidis. 
Fceniculum africanum, foliis in fummltate atro ru- 

bentibus, feminibus angultis et longioribus. 

Frutex africanus aromaticus, flore fpicato, exiguo. 
Frutex sethiopicus, Portulacx folio, flore ex albido 
vlrefcente. 

Frutex africanus, Ericx folio, glutinofus, flore fpicato 
albo. 

Galega africana, floribus majoribus, et filiquis craf- 
Coribus. 

I Genifta 
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1 Genjfta africana frutefcens, Rufci ncrvofi follis. 

2 Genifta africana frutefcens, anguftis foliis. 

3 Genifta africana, Lavendulae folio. 

4 Genifta africana juncea, floribus caeruleis, foliis mini- 

mis. 

5 Genifta africana minima, foliis Myrthi, in exquifi- 

tum micronem definentibus. 

6 Genifta africana, Roris marini foliis, flore aureo. 

7 Genifta africana arborefcens, argentea lanugine, pu- 

befcens. 

8 Genifta africana frutefcens, fpicata purpurea, foliis 

anguftiflimis. 

9 Genifta africana frutefcens, foliis Torton-Raire, flore 

purpureo, 

JO Genifta africana, Laricis foliis longioribus et lanu- 
ginofis. 

1 1 Genifta africana, Laricis, foliis craflioribus et hirfutis* 
J2 Genifta africana frutefcens fpicata, Lapicis foliis. 

J3 Genifta africana frutefcens capitate. 

14 Genifta africana lutea, fpicata, Laricis foliife. 

15 Genifta africana frutefcens, capitulis lanuginofis, 

Laricis breviflimo folio. 

j 6 Genifta africana frutefcens, capitulis lanuginofis, 
Laricis incanit foliis. 

17 Genifta africana, camphoratae folio, floribus luteis 
minimis. 

j 8 Genifta africana, foliis Gallii. 
ip Genifta africana, Dorycinii facie. 

20 Genifta africana arborefcens, Styracis folio, flore cx* 
ruled. 

j Geranium africanum arborefcens, Ibifci folio rotundo, 
Carlinx odore, 

2 Geranium africanum frutefcens, Malvse folio, lacin- 

cato, odorato, flore purpurafcente. 

3 Geranium africanum, Alchimillx hirfuto folio, flo- 

ribus albidis. 

4 Geranium africanum arborefcens, Alcbimillse hirfuto 

folio, floribus rubicundis. 

5 Geranium africanum, Betonicx folio lacincato et 

maculato, floribus incarnatis. 

6 Geranium africanum, folio procumbente, floribus 

pands eleganter variegatis. 

7 Geranium africanum no£tu olens, tuberofum et no- 

dofum, et Aquilegis foliis. 


8 Geranium 
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S Geranium afrlcanum no£tu olens, Aquilegiae folio, 
flore incarnate rubente. 

.9 Geranium africanum noftu olens, flore ruberrimo. 
Anemones folio anguftiori. 

10 Geranium africanum no£tu olens, flore rubro. Ane- 

mones folio anguftiori. 

11 Geranium africanum noftu olens, radice tuberofa, 

foliis Paftinacae incanis, lanuginofis, flore pallido 
flavefeente. 

12 Geranium africanum no< 9 :u olens, radice tuberofa, 

foliis Paftinacje anguftioribus. 

13 Geranium africanum noftu olens, tuberofum, Vitis 

foliis hirfutis. 

14 Geranium africartum minus, Coriandri folio, floribus 

incarnatis. 

15 Geranium africanum, uvje, crifpse folio, floribus exi- 

guis rubellis. 

16 Geranium africanum majus, Coriandri folio, floribus 

incarnatis. 

17 Geranium africanum, Aithese folio, parvo flore. 

18 Geranium africanum, foliis plerumque auratis, flo- 

ribus ex rubro purpurafeentibus. 

19 Geranium africanum, Myrrhidis folio, flore albicante, 

radice rapacea. 

20 Geranium africanum, foliis inferioribus Afari, fupe- 

rioribus Staphydis agrise maculatis, fplendentibus 
et acetofo fapore. 

21 Geranium africanum, Aftragali folio. 

22 Geranium africanum frutefeens, folio ocaflb et 

glauco, acetofofapore. 

Globularia africaiia frutefeens, Thymeiasse folio, 
lanuginofo. 

Hasmanthus africanus, five Tulipa africana, flore 
albo. 

Hyacinthus africanus, flore CKrulco, umbellato, tu- 
berofus. 

1 Jacobaea africana frutefeens, Abrotani folio. 

2 Jacobaea africana frutefeens, Hormini folio. 

3 Jacobaea africana, Sonchi folio. 

4 Jacobsa africana, Dentis leonini folio, 

5 Jacobsa africana, Abfinthii folio. 

6 Jacobaea africana foliis integris, undulatis et crifpis. 

7 Jacobaea africana laciniata, latifolia, flore purpureo. 

-2 Jaccbxa 
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8 Jacobaea afrlcana laciniata, anguftifolia, florc pur- 

pureo. 

9 Jacobsea afiicana, radice tuberofa. 

lo Jacobaea africana frutefccns, foli'S incifre et fubtus 
cineraceis. 

j I Jacobaea afi icana frutefcens> foliis Abfmthii um- 
belliferi, incanis. 

12 Jacobxa africana frutefccns, Coronopi folio. 

13 Jacobaea africana frutelcenSj Lavi-ncucje folio latioru 

14 Jacobaea africana frutefccns, folio longo et glauco. 

15 Jacobaea africana, Kcderae terreftris folio, repens. 

16 Jacobaea africana frutefccns, craflis fucculentis foliis. 
ly Jacobaea africana frutefccns, foliis rigidis et hirfutis, 

1 Jafminum africccum, foliis foiitariis, foribus vul- 

gaticri fimilibus. 

2 Jafminum africanum., Licis folio, flore folitario, ex 

foliorum alis provenionte, albo. 

1 Ketmia africana, Populi folio. 

2 Ketmia africana, Poppli folio, fubtus incano, et caplc 
virefcente. 

3 Ketmia africana veficaria, folio tripartito, flore pur. 

purco. 

4 Ketmia africana veficaria, fruticans, et crecfa, Alni 

foliis latioribus et naajoribus, flore fpirali ful- 
phureo. 

^ Ketmia africana frutefccns, foliis mollibus et incanis, 
flore fpirali fulphureo. 

6 Ketmia afiicana veficaria, uvte crifpie foliis, flore fpi- 
rali fulphureo. 

1 Laurus africana minor, Querci folio. 

2 Eaurus inodora africana, frucfu globofo Lauri ferra- 

tae, odoratce Stapelianse fimilis. 

3 Laurus africana. 

Leonurus perennis afrlcanus, Sideritidis folio, florc 
phoeniceo majore villofo. 

j Leucoium africanum, cairuko flore, latifolium, bir- 
futum, 

2 Leucoium africanum, cceruleo flore angufto Coro. 

nopi folio, rnajus. 

3 Leucoium africanum, caeruleo flore, anguflo Coro- 

ncpi folio, minus. 

I Lilfc-NarcilTus africanus humilis, longifllmis foliis, 
polyanthos fatprato colore nurpurafccns. 

2 Lilio- 
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2 Lilio-Narciflus africanus platicaulls humilis, flora 
purpural'cente odorato. 

1 Lothus africana annu hirfuta, floribus luteis, 

2 Lothus africana frutefc 'S, flore fpicato rubicundo. 
Lychnis Pfeudo-me..~taio fimilis africana, glabra, 

anguftifolia, flore eleganter rubello. 

Lycium sethiopicum, PyraCanthre folio. 

Malva africana frutefcens, flore rubru. 

^ Melianthus africanus. 

2 Melianthus' africanus minor, humifufus, foliis Plm- 

pinellse crifpse. 

3 Melianthus africanus minor, foetldus. 

Myrthus africana humilis. foliis Myrtllli crenatis, cau- 
liculis nigricantibus. 

Narcilfus africana, Polyanthos. 

Olea africana humilis, fylvcfiris, folio duro, fubtus 
incano. 

Oreofclinum aizoides arborefcens, Ligullici foliis 
et facie, llore luteo. 

1 Ornithogalum africanum, luteum, odoratum, foliis 

cepaceis, radice tuberofa. 

2 Ornithogalum africanum, flore viridi, alteri innato. 

3 Ornithogalum africanum, Plantaginis rofex folio, 

radice tuberofa. 

1 Oxus bulbofa africana rotundifolia, caulibus et florh 

bus purpi.rcis amplis. 

2 Oxus bulbofa africana rotundifolia, virentibus flori- 

bus amplis, purpureis. 

3 Oxus bulbofa jethiopica, five africana minor, folio 

cordato, flore ex ^bido purpurafcente. 

Petafites africanus, Calthx paluflris folio, radice fla- 
vefcente crafla. 

Phalangium africanum ramofum, floribus albis, pe-' 
talis reflexis. 

t- Phafeolus africanus hirfutus bitumiiiofus, fdiquis bul- 
latis, flore fiaveo. 

2 Phafeolus africanus, parvo frudfu, non nihil albi- 

cante. 

3 Phafeolus africanus perennis minor, flore fuave ru- 

bente. 

Planta la£laria africana. 

Pimpinclia africana faxifraga maxima. 

Polypodium africanum maximum^ acutiffime divl- 
fum. 

I Polygala 
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1 Polygala africana frutefcens anguftiffima, major. 

2 Polygala africana frutefcens, anguftiffima, minor. 
Polygala africana, Lini folio, magno flore. 

Polygala africana frutefcens, Buxi folio, maxim* 

flore. 

5 Polygala africana arborea myrthifolia, floribus albis, 
intus purpureis. 

Portulaca africana femper virens, flore rubicundo. 

1 Pfeudo-didiamnus africanus, Hederae terreftris fo- 
lio. 

* Pfeudo-di£tamnus africanus, foliis fubrotundis fubtus 
incanis. 

Ranunculus africanus feu aefhiopicus, foliis rigidis, 
floribus ex luteo virefcentibus. 

Rapuntium africanum minus, anguftifolium, flore 
violaceo. 

Ricinus africanus maximus, caule geniculato ruti- 
lante. 

Salix africana, anguftis ct longlffimis foliis, fubtus 
incanis. 

t Salvia africana frutefcens, Scorodoni® foliis, flore 
violaceo. 

% Salvia africana frutefcens, folio fubrotundo, glauco, 
flore magno aureo. 

1 Scabiofa africana arborefeens maxima, foliis rugofis, 

et crenatls integris. 

2 Scabiofa africana frutefcens, foliis rigidis, fplenden- 

tibus, et ferratis, flore albicante. 

3 Scabiofa africana, capitulo oblongo, flore albo. 

ScUla africana, flore viridi parvo, bulbo am- 

pliffio. 

1 Sclarea africana praecox annua. 

2 Sclarea africana frutefcens, Helianthemi folio, 
j Sedum africanum fruticofum, Ericae folio. 

2 Sedum africanum arborefeens, incanum, foliis orbi- 

culads. 

3 Sedum africanum majus arborefeens, foliis rotun- 

dioribus glaucis, limbo purpureo cinefis. 

4 Sedum africanum umbellatum album, folio viridi 

angufto, mucronatum, flore albo. 

5 Sedum africanum annuum, Centaurii minoris facie, 

flore aureo. 

Senecio africanus arborefeens, Ficoidis folio et facie. 
Sideroxilum africanum, Cerafi folio. 

I Sifyrinchium 
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t Sifyrincliium fethiopicum feu africanum majus, an- 
gufti folium, floribus albis. 

2 Sifyrinchium sethiopicum fcu africanum majus, la- 

tifolium, floribus albis, hexapetalis lineis purpureis 
ftriatis. 

3 Sifyrinchium asthiopicum feu africanum minus, la- 

ti'olium, flore hexapetalo albo. 

4 Sifyrinchium africanum, flore ex phoeniceo fuave 

rubente. 

5 Sifyrinchium africanum, foliis Gladioli parvis ct 

longis, pallefcente flore. 

6 Sifyrincliium ramofum sethiopicum feu africanum, 

foliis plicatis nervofis et incanis, radice tuberola 
phoenicea. 

7 Sifyrinchium majus, flore luteo macula notato. 

8 Sifyrinchium minus anguftifolium, flore minorc, 

variegato. 

1 Solanum pomiferum frutefcens africanum fpinofum, 

nigricans, Boraglnis flore, foliis profunde lacinia- 
tis. 

2 Solanum lignofum africanum femper virens, laurinis 

foliis. 

1 Spartium africanum frutefcens, Ericte folio. 

2 Spartium africanum frutefcens, Rufci folio, caule 

ampledtente. 

1 Spirxa africana, foliis cruciatim pofitis. 

2 Spirxa africana odorata, floribus plane rubentibus. 

3 Spirxa africana odorata, foliis pilofis. 
Staphilodendron africanum femper virens, foliis 

fplendentibus. 

1 Tanacetum africanum fruticans, multiflorum, foliis 

Tanaceti vulgaris decuplo minoribus. 

■2 Tanacetum africanum arborefcens, foliis Lavendulx, 
multifido folio. 

j Tetragono carpos africana, radice magna onerola et 
carnofa. 

2 Tetragono carpos africana frutican, foliis longis et 

anguftis. 

1 Thymelxa Linifolix fimilis africana, floribus palli- 

dis, odoratiflimis. 

2 Thymelxa Linifolix fimilis africanS, foliis lucidis 

latioribus et obtufis. 

3 Thymelxa africana, foliis Lini, floribus in capitu- 

lum congellis. 

4 Thymelxa 
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4 Thymelsea afrlcana,- Roris mariiii folio, anguftlflitno 

breviori. 

5 Thymelasa afrlcana, Roris marini folio, anguftiffim» 

longiori. 

6 Thymelsea africana, Roris marini folio, fioribus 

longioribus. 

7 Thymelsea africana, Sanamundse facie, Ericse foliii 

anguftiffimis. 

8 Thymelsea africana, Torton-Raire fimilis, floribus in 

capitulum congeftis. 

9 Thymeixa africana, foliis Rufci. 

10 Thymeixa africana frutefcens, Jafmini flore, foliis 

Polygalx. 

11 Thymeixa africana anguftifolia, Jafmini flore. 

1 Tithymalus aizoides africanus, flmplici fquammato 

caule. 

2 Tithymalus aizoides africanus, caule fquammato, 

Clamxnerii folio. 

3 Tithymalus arboreus africanus. 

4 Tithymalus arboreus xthiopicus feu africanus, 

Mezerei germanici folio, flore pallido. 

5 Tithymalus aizoides africanus, valldiflimis ex tuber- 

culorum internodiis provenientibus. 

1 Trifolium africanum fruticans, flore purpurafeente. 

2 Trifolium africanum fruticans, folio angulliore, flore 

rubicante. 

3 Trifolium africanum fruticans, foliis incanis, flore 

luteo. 

Tulipifera arbor africana. 

1 Valeriana africana fruticans, foliis longis et anguf- 

tifliinis. 

2 Valeriana afrlcana, foliis anguftis, flore macula rubi- 

cante notato. 

3 Valeriana africana fruticans, foliis Ericx. 

1 Vitis idxa xthiopica feu africana, Myrthi Tarentini 

folio, flore atro purpureo. 

2 Vitis _ idxa xthiopica feu africana, Buxi minoris 

folio, floribus albidis. 

The preceding are all natives of, and, in general, pecu- 
liar to, Africa \ then follow thirty-fix different forts of 
JBg-trees, all called Hottentot figs, viz. 

I Ficoides africana, folio Plantaginis undulato, micls 
argenteis afperfo. 


2 Ficoides 
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a Ficoidcs africana acaulos, latifBmis cVaffis et lucidis 
folds conjugatis, flore aureo anipliirimo. 

3 Ficoides africana crecfa, Ocimaltri folio, micis ar- 

genteis afperfo, Hore rofeo magno. 

4 Ficoides africana erecta ramofa, Tripoli! folio, flore 

aureo magno. 

5 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, folio angultiori. 

6 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana minor, muki- 

caulis, flore Intus rubente, extus incarnate. 

7 Ficoides africana, folio enfiformi dilute virenti, flore 

aureo, brevi pediculo infidente. 

S Ficoides africana, folio enfiformi obfeure virenti, 
flore longo pediculo infidente. 

9 Ficoides africana, folio enfiformi varie incifo, 
aureo flore pediculo infidente. 

10 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana procumbens, 

folio triangular! enfiformi. 

1 1 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, trlangulari folio 

longilfimo, frudu multu capfulari, flore luteo, 
major. 

1 2 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, trlangulari folio 

longilfimo, frudu multu capfulari, flore luteo, 
minor. 

13 Ficoides africana, folio triangular! longilfimo, flore 

aureo. 

14 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari longilfimo, flore 

purpureo. 

ij Ficoides africana, folio triangulari longilfimo, flore 
carneo. 

16 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana major, procum- 

bens, triangulari folio, frudu maximo eduli. 

17 Ficoides africana, folio longo triangulari incurvo, 

purpureo caule. 

18 Ficoides africana, folio longo triangulari recurvo, 

floribus umbellatis obfoleti coloris, externe pur- 
pureis. 

19 Ficoides africana, folio trlangulari recurvo, flore 

flavefeente. 

20 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari lanceato. 

21 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari incurvo et den- 

tato. 

22 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari, obtufo, in gemi- 

nos aculeos abeunte, flore aureo. 

23 Ficoides 
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33 FIcoIdes africana, folio triangulari, apice rubro, catilc 
purpurafcente. 

S4 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana minor erefta, 
triangulari folio viridi, flore intus aureo, foris 
purpureo. 

25 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana minor eredfa, 
folio triangulari glauco, flore luteo. 

■ 3,6 Ficoides africana frutefcens, perfoliata, folio trian- 
gular! glauco, pundlate cortice lignofo, tenui, 
candido. 

27 Ficoides africana ereda, folio triangulari glauco, 

pundlis obfcurioribus notato. 

28 Ficoides africana humilis, folio triangulari glauco, 

bullato, flore luteo. 

29 Ficoides africana humilis, folio triangulari glauco, 

dorfo aculeato, flore luteo. 

30 Ficoides africana eredla, folio triangulari glauco et 

brevi, flore carneo. 

31 Ficoides africana humifufa, folio triangulari longiori, 

glauco flore flavefcente. 

32 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, folio tereti, pro 

cumbens, flore purpureo. 

33 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, folio tereti, 

procumbens, flore coccineo. 

34 Ficoides africana, folio )tereti, in villos radiatos 

abeunte. 

35 Ficus africana, oculeis longiflimis et foliatis, nafcen- 

tibus exfoliorum alls. 

36 Ficoides africana repens, et Isete virens, flore pur- 

pureo. 

Next, numerous exotics, which have been Introduced 
into the country from Europe, Afia, and America, viz. 
Abies. 

Acacia americana, foliis colutese Scorploides legtt- 
minofas, liliquis echinatis. 

Aeetofa horteniis. 

Allium fativum, et hortenfe. 

Alnis rotundifolia, et glutinofa, viridis. 

Aloe americana fobolifera. 

Althea indica, feu Rofa finenCs. 

Amygdalus. 

Ananas, five Carduus brafilianus, foliis Aloes. 
Apium hortenfe, feu Petrofelinum vulgo. 

Aiundo Caccbarifera. 


Afparagtl^^ 
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Afparagus fativa, et hortenfis. 

Beta rubra, et alba, radice Rapx. 

Batatas. 

Braffica rubra, et alba, capitata et non capitata, et 
florigera. 

Camphoraria, feu arbor camphorifera, ex que cam* 
phora officinarum prodit. 

Cannabis fativa, et erratica. 

Carduus benedi£lus, five Cnicus. fylveftris hirfutlor. 
Caryophyllus. 

Caflia cinnamonea, feu Cinnamonum, five Caaella 
ceylanica. 

Caftanea fylveftria. 

Cepa vulgaris. 

Cerafus varii generis. 

Chjerephyllon fativum. 

Cicer fativum. 

Cinaria hortenfis, foliis non aculeatis. 

Clematis hederacea indica, foliis fubrotundls, fioie 
rubente. 

Corylus fativa. 

Crifti pavonis. 

Cucumis vulgaris. 

Cucumis diftus flos paflionis. 

Cucurbita laginaria et rotunda. 

Cuprefiiis ramis expands. 

Cyanus fegetum hortenfis, flore albo, cteruleo, etc, 
Cytifus arvenfis. 

Datura, feu Stramonia Indica major foetida, porro 
fpinofo, oblongo. 

Faba leguminofa. 

Ficus communis indica, etc. 

Ficoides feu Ficus americana, Cerei efSgle, fpinoCi 
et angulofa. 

Foeniculum vulgaie. 

Fragaria ferens fragra rubra. 

Frumentum indicum farafenicum. 

Foela Moegri. 

Foela quater horas. 

Foela Aros branco. 

Gramen vulgare, item bulbofum et fparteum hoi* 
landicum. 

Groflularia multiplici acioo, five won fpinofa, hor- 
tenfit, rubra et albat. 

Cuajana 
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Guajana alba dulcis, Hve Gujava prorrtifera ndka. 
Hordeum vernum et hybernum. 

Hyacinthus albus, ex holiandia abiatus. 

Intybus fativa, latifoHa et crifpa. 

Juniperus vulgaris, baccis parvis. 

Katsjapiring. 

Kajoe amaas. 

Lactuca vulgaris capitafa, et non capitata. 
l.eucoium album, purpureum, flavum. 

Lilium, fon Corona imperialis. 

Majorana vulgaris. 

Malus domeftica, variae denominationes ejus. 

Malus cydonia, frudlu oblongo et leviori. 

Malus citria. 

Malus limonia acida et dulcis. 

Malus arantia indica, frudtu omnium maxlmo, pom- 
pelmoes didlo, medulla partim pallefcente, partbri 
rubefcente. 

Malus arantia lufitanica, feu pomum Cnenfe. 

Malus punica, five Granata. 

Malum fyriacum feu crcticum. 

Melilla hortenfis, odore citri. 

Melo hifpanicus. 

Mentha hortenfis crifpa. 

Mefpilus germanica, folio laurino non ferrato, 
Morus, frudtu nigro. 

Myrthus communis italica, et latifolia romana- 
Napus fativa. 

Narciffus albus, magno odorato flore. 

Nafturtium indlcum, flore luteo dilutiore. 
Nuxjuglans, feu Regia vulgaris. 

Ocyum latifolium maculatum vel crifpum. 

Olea fativa. 

P;uonia, flore pleno rubro minore. 

Palma daClylifera, Dadtylus vulgo. 

Papaver hortenfe. 

Pailinaca fativa, radice alba. 

Pepo indicus retlculatus, fcminibus albis et nlgrls, 
major. 

Perilca malus vulgaris, frudlu molli et albo, item 
fruflu quafi fanguineo. 

Pinus fylveftris. 

Piper indlcum five balccutlum, propcndcntlbus fill- 
qui?. oblongiii, recurvis, rubris. 


Pillacia 



APPENDIX- S6* 

Piftacia indlca, feu perfica, friictu racemofa. 

Prunus. 

Pyrus fativa. 

C^ercus vulgarisj brevibus pediciilis. 

Raphanus niger major rotvtndus, et Raphanus minor 
oblongus. 

Raphanus ruftiCanus. 

Rofa centifolia, frutice fpinofo, rtibraj alba, etc. 
Robnarinus hortcnfis. 

Ruta hortenfis- 
Sabina. 

Salvia. 

Sambucus vulgaris. 

Secale hybemum five majus. 

Spinachia, femine non fpinofo, et fpinofo. 
Tamarifcus fruticofa- 
Targon hortenfis. 

Triticum hybernUm. 

Tulipa. 

Vitis vinifera. 

Viola martia. 

It is added, that all thefe trees, plants, herbs, and 
flowers, were to be found in the garden of Ae Company- 


No. X. 


Sketch of the Life of Reiniek. de Klerk, late Gover- 
nor General for the Dutch Eaft-mdia Company, ab- 
ftrafted from Ary Huysers’ Life of R. de Klerk. Am- 
Jierdam, 1788. 


** I ktve mads thee x name, like the name of the great men that are on 
the earth*'* i Chronicles, ch. xvli. ver. S. 


Reinier de Klerk was born at Middleh&gh, the 
capital city of the province of Zealand, on the 22d of 
November, 1710. His parents were noneft and induf- 
trious, but humble tradespeople, and their fon was firft 

dafigned 
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defigned for the fame line of life ; but .to which not hav- 
ing any inclination, he entered, in his fifteenth year, in 
the naval fei-vice of Holland, and went upon a cruize, on 
board of one of the frigates, fent to look out for the 
homewardbound Eaft-Indiamen. The year afterwards 
he went his firft voyage to India, as a common Tailor, in 
which ftation he performed another voyage afterwards j 
and, in the year 1731, he went out, for the lafl; time, 
■as third mate, arid never again iettrmed to Holland. 

At Batavia, he was fpeedily promoted to the rank of 
firft lieutenant, and to the command of a eountry-veflel, 
in which he went feven voyages to Padang, on die weft 
coaft of Sumatra. On that coaft, he was frequently em- 
ployed to command the troops and veffels, which were 
fent to the affiftance of the kings of Baras and Sorkamg 
two allies of the Company, who were fubjedi to continual 
vexation and oppreffion from the king of Acheen, and in 
thefe expeditions he condudled himfelf with fuch bravery 
and condudt, as to acquire the title of the brave hero, in 
the letters and congratulations of the Indian princes. 
But he was frequently afflidled with illnefs, chiefly paraly- 
tical, from the great unhealthinefs of Baros, Sorkan, and 
the furrounding country. 

His meritorious fervices did not fail to be reported to 
the government at Batavia, and laid the foundation of 
his future greatnefs. At this period of his life an anec- 
dote i^ related of him, which fhews his early ambition 
and perfeverance in afpiring to the higheft dignity in 
India. The comptroller of equipment, at Padang, was 
faying jocularly to him, “ De Klerk, you will certainly 
“ be one day commandant of Batavia,” (or chief of the 
tnilitary there_, an office of great truft and importance), 
not corceiving that even this elevation was within the 
compafs of a hope ; upon which our hero replied, “ ’Tis 

not that I want, but I am feeking for the door to the 

governor generallhip.” 

In the year 1737, he left the fea fervice, and was made 
junior merchant, and chief of Lainpong Poulang Bauwartg. 
fhe motives that induced the then governor general, 
Valkenier, to fend him to this place, were, that De 
Klerk being thoroughly acquainted with the affairs of 
Sumatra, would be the fitteft perfon to adjuft fome dif- 
putes that had arifen between the kings of Bantam and 
Palmbang, about their refpe^tiye bouadaries. The man- 
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tier m which he fettled them deferves being recorded. 
He went up the river of Lampong, which is very broad, 
and runs far inland, in an armed veflel, as far as Mangalat 
a village fo called by the inhabitants. Here lay the fleets 
of both nations, and he moored his veflel between them ; 
and endeavoured, as umpire, to fettle their difierences, 
but in vain : he remained fourteen montlis in this fitua* 
tion ; and, at the end of that time, he was allowed to build 
a houfe of bamboos, upon the Ihore, for the accommoda- 
tion of himfelf and his followers. He foon availed of this 
circumftance, to bring matters to a conclufion ; and by 
cannon, the prefent ratio ultima regum, he made the 
contending parties foon agree. He fecretly got, one 
night, from on board hiS veflTel four pieces of artillery, 
which he placed at each angle of his houfe, behind a 
breaftworkof bamboos. At daybreak, heifting the Dutch 
flag, he fired a falute from thefe guns. The allonifh- 
ment of both parties, who were very jealous of the Com- 
pany’s gaining a footing there, and who had, therefore, 
waited fo long before they would allow him to lleep on 
Ihore, may eafily be conceived. But De Klerk, who 
knew their difpofition, and, that once intimidated, they 
would be humble and conceding, fent word, by the mef* 
fengers that came to him from both kings to know the 
reaion of this hoftile appearance, that he was determined 
to enforce a fpeedy adjuftment ; and, as he could not 
anfwer to his employers to be longer detained by their frivo- 
lous condudl, he hoped they would fpeedily agree, withouta 
more ferlous interference on his part ; the difputes re- 
fpefting the boundaries were foon fettled to mutual fatif- 
fa£fion ; and the limits then laid down between the two 
empires, continue ftill the fame. De Klerk afterwards 
built a fort, on the fame fpot where his bamboo houfe 
had been eredled ; he named it V alkenoog (Hawkfeye), in 
alluiicin to the name of the governor general ; and the 
Company have ever Cnee remained in quiet polTellion 
of it. 

Returning, in the year 1741, to Batavia, he found the 
country ftill in commotion, the confequence of the revolt 
of the Chinefe, and which had, in the preceding year, 
brought on the dreadful event related in volume i. page 
263. The defperate Chinefe ftill continued their ravages 
even in the neighbourhood of Batavia^ and 3 great num- 
ber of them yet maintaioed themfelves at Bacajie. A body 
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of troops were fent againfl; them, with w'hom the junioif 
merchant, De Klerk, went as lecretary. The expedi- 
tion fucceeded in no farther tlian in driving the rebels 
higher up tlie country ; and the war was transferred to 
the northeaft coaft of Java. Thither De Klerk fol- 
lowed the operations of war, in the fame year, 1741 » 
and he iogf atiated himfclf excet n'-ngly with the two com- 
miflaries appointed, to attend to the profecution of it ; 
efpecially with file fcrft of them, Mr. Veryssel, partly 
from that gentleman having been commandant of the 
admiralty-wharf at Batavia while De Klerk was in the 
fea-lervice, and who was, confequently, acquainteo with 
his meritorious condudl, and partly on account of his 
knowledge in the affairs of the natives, and his enter- 
prihng fpirit ; of which an inftance occurred Ihortly 
afterwards, which procured him great reputation. Com- 
miffary Veryssel entertained fecret views of making 
himfelf mailer of the perlon of the general who com- 
manded the auxiliary army of the emperor of Java, de- 
ftined to a'£l in concert with the Company againft the 
Javanefe and CMnefe infurgents, but who did more harm 
than good to the Dutch. He gave the powder and {hot 
that were furnifned to him by the Company, to the 
enemy j and when his troops, and thofe of the Company^- 
were conjointly engaged, it plainly appeared that they 
fired in the air. This conducl had been reported at the 
court of the foefoehoenam, and the emperor had long 
known the evil difpofition of his geiwrai ; he, accordingly, 
wanted much to be rid of him ■, but he had not the cou- 
rage to make the attempt himfelf, and committed this 
dangerous bufinefs to the execution of Comraiffary Ve- 
ryssel, who was equally at a lofs how to attempt it. It 
happened, however, that this general, who was a prince 
of the blood, and cculin to the emperor, came and ena 
camped with his large army, computed to amount to one 
hundred thoufand men, near Saviarang. This opportu- 
nity was not to be neglected ; but the commiffary was at- 
a lofs upon whom to fix to begin the dangerous experi- 
ment of enticing the imperial general, who was as little 
inclined to the Dutch, as he was ambitious of fitting oft 
the throne of his relation, into the power of the Com- 
pany. He confulted De Klerk on the lubjehl ; “ I 
“ know of no one able to fulfil your intentions,” was the 
anfwer ; “ but if I may be made ufe of, my life, at leafl, 

“ is 
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k devoted to the fervice of the Company.” He ac- 
cordingly fet out, accompanied bj fome native fervants, 
carrying the prefents, which conjaijed of two chefts of 
opium, velvets, fine cloths, &c. Upon reaching the 
Jent of the Javanefe commander, Ds, IvLERk, in a ibothr 
ing and complimentary ipeeeh, endeavoured tp perfuade 
the general to pay a vifit to the commiilary at Sa7narang, 
offering himfelf anti his attendants as hoftages, to remaiij 
fn the camp ; to this, after fome hefitatlon, the general 
agreed; and, going to Satnm-ang, he was received with 
great ceremony and pomp, and vvith every mark of honour 
and friendffiip, without perceiving any reafon for ,fufi. 
picion or figns of referve in any of the members of the 
Dutch government. On his return in the evening, 
De Klerk was liberated, and fent back with counter- 
prefents to the ccrnmilTary, By this means the general 
was I ailed into a fatal facurity, and he v/as foon Induced 
to pay a vifit to the commifiary at ^ai/iarang without tak- 
ing any precautions for his fafety. This time, however, 
he had no fooner entered the fort, than he was told that 
he was a prifoner, and he was immediately put on board 
a fhip, and fent to whence he was exiled to Cey- 

/on, where b? died. 

The fortitude and addrefs which De Klerk had mani- 
fcfted on this occafion, gained him great reputation ; and 
he was fent to contmand at Zourahaya, the eaiternmoft 
jjoflelTjon of the Company in Java, which w^as, at that 
juntlure, a poll gf trull and importance. The prince of 
Madura, who pretended to be a friend ,of the Company, 
had nearly gained pofleflion of the whole of the dominions 
<jf the emperor, and it became ncceffary to Hop him in his 
career of ag^andizement. De Klerk was, therefore, 
direfted to deliver a letter from the com.miffary to 'the 
prince, and to defire of him to reftore to the emperor his 
capital city of Cartafoura, which he had taken poflefTion 
of. The prince made, at firlt, many objedlions ; but, 
upon the itrong remonllrances of De Ki.erk, he, at laft, 
promifed to fatisfy the Company in this refpedl. Hi$ 
ambitious defigns, however, extending to the maltery of 
the whple eallern part of Java, as far as Brlanibouang, it 
became his intereft to fecure, if poffible, die favour of the 
chief of Sourabaya, and he attempted to accomplilh this 
purpofe by the powerful aid of money. But he found 
himfelf greatly deceived in this refped, and his ambitious 

defigjjs 
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defigns continued to be thwarted and fruftrated by the 
faithful De Klerk. It is ufual with many of the Indian 
princes, that, when they have conceived any Jifpleafura 
againft the chiefs, or reCdents, of the Company, with 
whom they have to deal, they prefer complaints againft 
him to the fupreme government at Batavia, requefting 
that he may be removed, and fome other appointed in his 
ftead ; and, for the fake of peace and policy, it is fome- 
times requifite to comply with fuch rcquefts, although 
the perfon in queftion, be wholly blamelefs. This was 
the cafe with De Klerk ; he'was ordered, on the ift of 
Auguft, 1743, back to Batavia, moft probably at the 
inftance of the prince of Madura, tar no maladminiftra- 
tion could be laid to his charge. He, however, fo clearly 
Sind wholly vindicated himfclf to Governor Van Iuhoff, 
■who was juft come from Holland, that he was fhaitly 
afterwards fent back in a higher office. 

As there ftill remained many matters to adjuft -with 
the Javanefe princes, Mr. Very.-.sel was again fent 
as commiffary in behalf of the Company, in order to 
direct and fettle affairs in an amicable manner ; the 
Chinefe, too, ftill-difturbed the country, in diftant corners) 
which, witli other things, were the obje£ls detailed in an 
elaborate, but clear, memorial, which was given to the 
commiffary. He left Batavia in the rftonth of Auguft, 
1744, taking with him his friend Dk Klerk, who wa* 
appointed to the office of firft adminiftrator at Samarang ; 
a ftatipn ■which gave him opportunities of ingratiating 
himfelf ftill more ■with his patrons and employers. 

It being the pbjedl of Governor Van ImhUFf to intro- 
duce the farming of the territorial revenue* io all the re- 
Cdencies along the northeaft coaft of Java, he made 
choice of Mr. E. Sterrenburg to be commandant of 
that goyemment at Samarang, being a perfon of great 
ability, in whom he conceived that he could with fafety 
confide, for his aid towards the execution of the above 
favourite plan. This gentleman appeared to give great 
fatisfaflion dpring the firft two years of his adminiftra-r 
tion ; but when he began to complain in ftrong terms, by 
letters and refolutions, of the conduct of the farmers of 
yhc revenues, and thereby departed from the views of the 
introducer of them, the great attachment of tlie governor 
towards Sterrenburg was foon changed into the bit- 
tcreft enmity, 

Vam 
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Van Imhotf, unable to bear to have his defigns thus 
thwarted, refolved to go in perfon to the coaft, in order to 
fettle all difputes, as well as the queftion of the farms, to 
his own liking. 

He went thither in March, 1746; and Sterrenburg 
foon felt the weight of his difpleafure. But De Klerk 
was loaded with carelTes and friendfhip. This naturally 
produced a jealous mifunderftanding between Sterren- 
burg and his fubordinate adminiftrator De Ki.erk ; ancC 
after the departure of Van Imhoff, the hatred, thus ex- 
cited, was openly manifefted, by every fpecies of ill' ufagc 
which the fituation of Sterrenburg enabled him to put 
in pradlice towards De Klerk. The former, however, 
was ftill left in the government, as Van Imhoff flattered 
himfelf that he would and blindly fulfil the defires of 
his excellency, to pufh the meafure of farming the reve- 
nues, whatever it might cofl; but in this expedfation he 
was much deceived. Sterrenburg continually remon- 
ftrated againfl: the iniquitous extortions of the farmers, 
and was the vehicle of the complaints and reprefentations 
of the wretched Javanefe, on the fubjedl of the tyranny 
under which they laboured. 

The confequ'ence of this was, that an entire change took 
place in the adminiflration of the northeafl; coaft of Javey 
in March, 1747. Sterrknburg was difmiffed from his 
office with every mark of difgrace, and commanded to 
come to Batavia, to anfwer to the charge of difobedience 
wd obftinacy, in contravening the orders of the fupremc 
Indian government. On the other hand, De Klerk was, 
on die lime day, promoted to tire rank of fecond in that 
government, by which he might have hopes of foon com- 
manding in chief over that rich and favoured country ; 
but he wa» not long afterwards called to fill another 
ftation, in which his generous and noble charadler was 
fully difplayed, 

Ster^ienburg was thrown in chains at Batavia, and 
although the direftion at home, informed of thefe mat- 
ters, and ■vtfMittii^ to bring thefe differences to a termina- 
tion, fent out an order appointing him extraordinary coun- 
fellor of India, which was received at Batavia while he 
was under the moft rigorous confinement, yet the gover- 
nor and council came to a refolution not to acknowledge 
this "appointment, but fent the unfortunate vidllm of the 
hatred of the governor, in compliance with a fentence 

pronounced 
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pronounced upon him by the municipal government, in 
exil^ for fivc-and-twenty years, to Fort Revenge, upon 
the iiland of Pulo-ay, in the province of Banda. 

Van Imhoff, not contented with this deep humiliation 
of a man for whom he had before cherilhed fhe warmeft 
attachment, contrived another means by which he hoped 
to render his life {fill more a burthen to him. He knew 
tliat De Klerk, when adminiilrator at Samarang, had 
fuffered much indignity and vexation at the hands of his 
enemy, and thaf he, therefore, could not well fail of 
cheriihing an utter hatred for him, De Klerk was, 
therefore, appointed governor pf Banda, on the 3ofh of 
December, 1748, and no other expe£i:ations were formed 
than that he would foon fliorten the days of his adverfary 
by the ill ufage which he would now have it in his power 
to retort upon him. Sterrenburg could fcarcely enter- 
tain any other opinion ; and expedlect the arrival of rhe 
new governor with difmay and dread. But never were 
expe< 3 :ations more deceived. De Klerk, on his arrival 
at Banda, and v/hen he was entering the harbour of 
Neira, received a letter from his exiled enemy, couched 
in the following terms : 

“ Sir, 

“ I congratulate you on your arrival in this province. 
“ I cordially wiflr and prav that the country may flourifh 
“ under your adminiftration. In the mean time I beg 
“ leave to call to your remembr.'.nce the well-known 
faying of Solon ; and 1 remain, with perfedt refpedi, 
“ Your moft obedient fervant, 

“ E. SrERR^SBtiR^;,” 
The anfwer of De Klerk was equally in a laconic 
ftyle, and in thefe words : 

“ Sir, 

“ I am much obliged to you for the friendly congratu- 
“ lations contained in your letter of yellerday. It is not 
“ my cuftom to attack a defcncelefs enemy, and you may 
“ depend that I fliall make it a point, to render your re- 
“ fidence in this province as comfortable as pofnble. I 
‘‘ fend you herewith, by provifion, a cafe of wine, two 
cheefe, and a barrel of butter ; alfo the lateft newf- 
papers from Holland. Whenever you are in want of 
ff any thing, write freely to 

“ Your humble fervant, 

R. De Klerk.’I 

No 
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No idea can be formed of the effe£I which this, and 
many fucceeding marks of friendfhip, had upon the heart, 
and upon the health and fpirits, of the banifhed Ster- 
EENBURG. His place of exile became an abode of com-i 
fort and pleafure as long as De Klerk was in the go- 
vernment ; and he lived for many years after the death of 
his enemy. Van lMHOFF,in liberty and eafe, The fentence 
paired upon him by the municipal government was re- 
verfed, and he was declared innpcent by the council of 
juftice, before whom he folicited a revifion of the affair. 

Governor De Klerk arrived in Banda in good time. He 
found there a great fcarcity of rice, which was very diftrelE. 
ing to the poor inhabitants. But he foon difcovered that 
it was occafioned by the rapacity of two or three mono- 
polifts, who had large qjwntities of rice on hand, and fold 
it to the neceflkous zt an exorbitant rate. He foon con- 
ftrained them to fell their grain at the ufual price ; he 
thereby naturally became endeared to the people ; and he 
left no means untried to render the province flourilhing 
and profitable. He paid particular attention to the parke- 
titers, the proprietor's, or leflees, of the nutmeg-planta- 
tions, and larger quantities of nutmegs and mace were 
polleited during his adminiftration tlian in former times. 
In Ihort, he did much good to Banda, though at the ex- 
pence of his own pocket, and he left it in the year 1753, 
amidfl; the blefllngs and regret of the inhabitants. 

Returning to Batavia, he married, on the ift of May, 
1754, Mrs. Veryssel, the widow of his late friend, the 
commiflary, and he lived with her for the fpace of fix- 
and-twenty years at Batavia, which is a very rare cir- 
cumftance at that place, where Europeans very feldom 
live to celebrate their lilver, and, almoft never, tbeir 
golden, weddingdays*' 

It is a cvftom among the married Dutch, when they live toge- 
ther fo long to celebiate with great rejoicings, and wnh as much, 
pomp and circuniflance, as 'he fituation of the parties will allow 
rhe twenty-fifth, and fiftieth, annivtrfa.ies of their marriage ; on 
which occaJinu ftH their friends and relatives who w e. e living at the 
tirpe of their union, and who can be alTembied, are in pirticular in- 
vited ; and rhefe jubilees ate called, the former the filver, and the 
latter the gok'en, weddingday ; at the firft, the married pair are 
crowned with a filver crown, all the utenfils and orndments ufed are 
of filver, or filver-gilt, and a profufion of filvcr.paper, and filver-tin. 
lei, is employed in decorations ; while, at the other, a go.dcn crown 
is made ufe of, and every thing glitters, in the fame manner, with 
gold. 


The 
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The dirc^lion at home, well informed of his honour- 
able conduct in Banda, ordered him a pecuniary recom- 
pence for his zeal aad diligence in the colledlion of nut- 
megs and maee, and indemnified him thereby for the ex- 
pences-he had himfelf incurred, in the difeharge of that 
duty. Such a difinterefted adminiftration is not frequently 
to be obferved in India, and Banda may be faid never to 
have been more flourifhing under any former, or fucceed- 
Sjig, governor. 

On the 30th of May, 1755, Klerk took his 

feat in the council of India, upon being appointed extraor- 
dinary counfellor. This affembly has the abfolute con- 
troul over all the fadlories of the Eaft-India Company, 
China and the Cape of Good (Scepted ; and it is an 
ancient cuftom that the corref^ndence with the feveral 
fettlements is divided among the member. Th© Isaft 
troublefome department was not allotted to De Klerk. 
He was entrufted with the correfpondence of Ceylon, the 
molt important eftablifhment of the Company in the weft 
of India ; and he managed this difficult bufinefs, together 
with feveral other weighty offices, for more than twenty 
■years. 

Shortly after his elevation to this dignity, the govern- 
ment at Batavia received orders from home to form a 
general plan of economy and reform in the affairs of the 
Company, in all their Indian pofleffions, which were then 
already perceived to be in a very prejudicial fituation. A 
portion of this labour was committed to each member of dtc 
council, and De Klerk received Banda for his ffiare, atid 
gave in an ample and elaborate memorial refpp&ing that 
important province, in tlie year 1756, under ffie title of 
Radical Account of Banda ; jt was feni to Holland, and 
obtained the fpecial approbation of the direfl-ion at home, 
and they particularly exprefled their fatisfadtion with it, 
and their defire that the arrangements propofed in it! 
fliould be put in practice, by their general letter of the 
loth of Odtober, 1758. 

De Klerk alfo, at one time, had fhe ftiperintendence 
of the hofpitals ; but in the amelioration of thefe eftablifh- 
ments, fo as to reduce the great mortality which pre- 
vailed, and ftill prevails, in thofe receptacles of human 
Riifery, he had no better fuccefs than any of his pre- 
ikccffors, or fucceffors 5 the caufe, however, feems to be 

above 
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above tbe art c : -'' irijm of man, and to originate in the. 
Wnexampleci ibi.'!u:irity of the fpot. 

In the mean time, he continued to keep the Ceylon eor.> 
refpondence v/ith zeal and aftivity. An expenfive -war 
between the Company and the king of Candla, gave tlie 
council of Irrdia, and efpecially the fubjedt of thefe me- 
moirs, much occupation : upon this occafion he uttered 
his fentiments without reilraint, and gave very free advice 
in the council, fuch as was repugnant to the opinion of the 
then governor gcheral. Van der Parra, who was, there- 
fore, wifhful to get rid of him. The governor general 
propofed to the council, that as, by the refignation of 
Governor Schreuder, Ceylon ftood much in need of an- 
other able and vigilant head to fupply his place, De Klerk 
fliould be appointed to that government. He, however, 
exciifed himfelf, upon the ground of his ignorance of the 
language, and his want of local knowledge; and, Hkewife, 
that the fatigue of fuch an appointment would be too 
great for him, who had already ferved the Company for 
3 ie fpace of five-and-thirty years, out of which full twenty 
had been fpent in climates the moft noxious to his confti- 
tution. That government was accordingly given to his 
friend, Baron Van Eck, who fpeedily terminated the war 
of Ceylon, by the taking of Candia, the capital city of tixe 
king. 

On the 28th of December, 1775, died the governor 
general, Peter Albert van der Parra, after an adnii- 
niftration of fifteen years; and, by his death, Mr. Jere- 
MiiTB VAN Riemsdyk, of Utrecht, who had, for eleven 
years, fillad the important office of direflor-general, fuc- 
ceeded to the fupreme management pf affairs in India ; at 
the fame time, De Klerk became diretlcr general, after 
he had fat fpr twenty years in the council of India, without 
any prorrustion, which is equally a rare thing, in this un- 
healthy place. 

His condudl in this office, as in all the others which he 
had borne, was bath meritorious and difinterefled. The 
goal which he had long propofed to himfelf, as the ter- 
mination of his ardent purfuit, was now within his view ; 
and it was not long before he received the reward of his 
long fervices, and attriued the ultimate object of his 
wiuies, of his hopes, and of his ambition. Governor 
Van Riemsdyk died on the 3d of October, 1777; 

De KLERif was appointed, the day afterwards, to the high 

dignity 
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(dignity of governor general of tlie pofiefTions and e(lab» 
Kfliments of the Eaft India Company, of the NetherlandSj 
in India. Behold here, a man raifed, by merit and con- 
d^uct, from the loweft to die higheft ftatiou ! He ferved his 
employers, for fifty years before his final elevation, with 
integrity and fuccefs, and had filled H,.my and important 
(offices with fidelity and honour. He was fixty-feven years 
(of age when he became governor general, yet, at that 
time, and for a year and a half afterwards, he enjoyed his 
|>owers of mind, his health, and ftrength of body, unim- 
paired j but his advanced age piade mm frequently fay, 
“ It is muflard after meat.” 

Notwitliflanding the fliortnefs of his adminiftration, he 
effected feveral tilings, memorable in themfelves, and be- 
aeficial to the Company. He hrcnght to a conclufion the 
war of Jtlacajpir, which had been begnp under the admi- 
jiiflration of his immediate predecefTor, by the reduiiilion 
cf Gcach. He procured, from the king of Bantanty the 
ceffion, to the Company, of the pirovinces of Landak vaii 
Succadamy in Bcrneo, where he eftabliffied a refidency, and 
.built a fort, called Pimtiana, whepce they now receive 
diamonds, wax, and fago. Ije quelle 1 the refradtory 
fpirit of the inhabitants of the' Molucc.iSy by feizing upon 
the kings of Ttdore and Bachiatty whom he kept as flate 
jmfoiiers at Batavia, fending ffie hereditary prince of 
Tidore in exile to Ceylon, while the government of thofe 
iflands was placed upon the fame footing as thijt of Tcrnatok 
and they were rendered wholly dependent upon, ana 
feudatory to, the Company. 

He eftabliffied likewife, in Aptil, 1778, the fkft literary 
fbciety of Batavig, of which he was the prefi(l<M; and he 
paid particular attention to matters of religion, encoUf 
raging the eftabliffiment of fchools, and endOavouring to 
engage clergymen of abilities and learning to eftme to the 
Indies. 

He bellowed a ligrjal favour upon the Jaccatra chiefs or 
native regents, by allowing them to by degrees, 

and in the produce of the country, a large fum -of money 
which they owed to the commifTary of ihland affairs ; as 
likewife, by appointing two members of the government 
t6 watch over the interefts of thpfe regents, and to take 
care that they did not fuffer any oppreffion at the hands of 
the commifTary, or of any one elfe. 

At the fame time, he alfo call his thoughts upon a large 

e»tei« 



APPENDi:C 


573 

Extent of uncultivated and defert trafts of land, {ituated 
in the interior parts of JaccatrOf and belongin'/ to the 
Company : he caufed them to be fold, or dili:ribute<t 
among the Javanefe, by valuation, whereby he not ojsly 
procured a pecuniary advantage to the Company, but like- 
wife contributed not a little to the promotion of agri- 
culture. 

He was not, however, without his faults ; and could 
not, in fome inilances, bear much contradidtion or oppo- 
liltion. Notwithftanding his great love of juftice and 
equity, he was one time hurried into an unjuilifiabk 
excefs againft the council of juftice ; the prefident, and 
five members of this body, were removed from their feats 
by him, on the 9th of Odtober, 1778, bccaufc thej- rcfufcd 
to give up fome originai papers, relative to proceedings 
that had been inftituted before them, and which they con- 
fidered as facred, and included within their oath of fccrccy. 
Tho ftiredlion in Holland too difapproved hereof, and or- 
dered thofe gentlemen to be reinftated in their oSces, 
and that they Ihould receive their falaries from the time 
they had been depofed. 

Governor De Klerk was, otherwife, a man affable in 
his manners, unaffuming in his condudf, and inimical to 
all external pomp and oftentation. Immediately after his 
appointment, he intimated to the members of the council, 
that it was both improper and indecent, tliat eitlicr they 
{hould flop their carriages, when they chanced to meet 
with his, or that they, or any one elfe, fhould ftand up in 
the churches, after the fen-ice had commenced, upon his 
coming uij both which regulations had formerly been 
always enforced by the governors general, and they were 
accordingly now aboliftied. 

He, moreover, introduced the regulatlo; that, tlrence- 
forward, no vihts of ceremony Ihould be received,, upon 
the accelSori of a governor general, from the Javanefe 
regents and princes of the northeaft coaft, but that the 
homage, ufually paid by them on fuch occafions, fliould 
be received by i^e governor of Samarang. Befides his dif- 
inclination for pomp and ceremony, he had motives of 
policy, for this meafure : Batavia was, at that time, very 
thinly inhabited, and weakly garrifoned, and the Javanefe 
princes were accuftomed to bring with them, on fuch oc- 
cafiorts, a numerous retinue of their countrymen, from 
whofc treacherous difpolition danger might be appre- 
hended 
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headed to the city, on their perceiving the weaknefs of 
its means of defence. 

It was not till one-and-twenty months pofterior to his 
accellion, and after he had received the confirmation of 
his nomination from his ferene highnefs the prince of 
Orange, as upper direftor of the Esft-India Company, 
who wrote him a letter, in his own hand, congratulating 
him on his appointment, teftifying his elleem, and recom- 
mending him, in particular, to keep up the fortifications 
and naval force of the Dutch in India, that Governor De 
Klerk would allow of his being publicly inftalled in that 
character, which was done with the ufual ceremonies, on 
the loth of July, 1779. 

From this tim.e, however, his excellency, bending under 
the weight of age, began to decline, both in bodily health 
and in mental exertion. Although he naturally wifhed for 
jepofe after his long and a<ftive labours, his love of fame 
Hill made him fay, that “ a governor general fhould die 
with a iword in one hand, and a pen in the other.’* In 
the month of Augull, 1779, he went to his country feat> 
called Grogol, fituated about two Dutch miles foutheaft of 
Batavia, to fetch, as he exprefled himfelf, fome good 
health : in the firlt days of his ftay there, he feemed to be 
getting better, but he experienced an unexpedbed attack 
of illnefs, that was fuppofed would have been fatal to him; 
but he recovered a little by degrees, and then returned to 
his ufual refidence at thcMolenvliet. This attack had, how- 
ever, fo fubdued him, that he could not be prefent at the 
council table, nor attend to the other duties of his office 
with any degree of accuracy. This debility made him 
apply to the council of India, on the i6th of March, 1780, 
requefting to be wholly exonerated from the duties of his 
ftation, until he fhould recover his former faculties and 
memory, or till the diredbion at home fnould otherwife 
difpofe of the government. Mr. Alting, the then 
diredbor general, a man of great powers of njind, and 
well verfed in the affairs of the government and com- 
merce of the Indies, was accordingly appointed to fulfil 
the duties of governor general ; and he readily took upon 
himfelf this heavy burthen, in addition to his Other exten- 
Cve and troublcfome employment. 

De Klerk now began to decline from day to day; he 
at length entirely loft all powers of memory, and he died 
©n the firft of September, 1780, at the- advanced age of 

almoft 
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almoft; feventy years. His body was carried, according 
to cuftom, to the caftle, whence it was conveyed, on the 
4th of that month, with the funeral pomp due to his rank, 
to the place of interment, the Dutch church, at Batavia, 
where he was buried, next to his late friend and early 
patron and protedor, Veryssel. 
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Excurfion up the Ganges, I. 131 


F. 


FaXoriei, out, of the Dutch, account of, I. 339*359 

Falfc bay, arrival in, II. 43 

, defeription of, 44 

Famine in Bengal, in 1770, augmented by the monopo- 
lies of the Englifli, I. 491 

at Patna, defrnbed, I. 15X 

Faquir, a, who had vowed a filence of twelve years, ac 

count of, HI. 167 

Faquirs, 
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Faquirs, or faints in Bengal, account of, I. ‘133, 43a 
Paris Chan and the Entlifli Company, contraff between, 
refpecting Su'rat, III. 

Farm at the Cape, account of one, II. 61 

Feftival of the Ganges, account of, [. 418 

Fire, holy, of the Perfecs, account of, II. roy 

Fire-ball obferved. III, 467 

Fifcal, or IherifF in Bengal, the nature of his office, I. 508 
Flowers on Table-mountain defcribed, I. 36 

Flying-fifh defcribed, I. ij 

Forces, land, of the Dut.h, in India, account of, I. 299 
Forces of the Dutch at the Cape, II. 3$ 

Foreft, Capt. his account of the boats of the Boadjoos, 


II. no/e, 241 

his account of the bay of Boni, II. w/r, 21a 

Freedom and eafe prevail among the Englilli in Ben- 

gal, I. 146 

French faffory at Surat, account of. III, 70 

Fruits produced in Java, 1. 239 

Fultah defcribed, I. 124 

anchorage before, I. joa 


G. 


Gaming in Batavia, account of. III. jgj. 

Ganges, delightful profpedts on both fides that river, I. 

121 

, banks before the entrance of, I. 102 

, feftival of the, defcribed, I. 418 

Ganges, Old, defcribed, I. 108 

Garden, a, which had been laid out by the After of 

Aurengzebe, account of. III. 177 

Gardens of Surat, account of, II. 465-470 

of a nabob near Surat, account of. III. 166 

public, at the Cape, defcription of, I. 5-3 

Gentoos, their cuftoms and manners, I. 407-430 

, their carefulnefs to avoid killing the fmallcft 

living creature, II. 48 5 

- ■, at Surat of the, II. 483 

ceremonies they obferve at the new 

moon. III. 184 

Goach, a kingdom in Celebes, account of, II. 203 

town, account of, an 

Good-fortune ifland, how fituated, III. ot/?, 301 

Gordon, Captain, difcovers a navigable river in Afri- 
ca, 111. 453 
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Government of Bengal, account of, I. 458 

of the Capa, account of, I. 570 

of Batavia, fie Batavia, I. S76 

Governor general in India, his unbounded power, I. 278 
Grants, or letters-patent, to the Dutch by the Moguls, 

from time to time, III. 73-102 

, reflections upon, 103 

Gronengen, the auftere and puritanical fpirit prevalent 

there, II. ks/c, 141 

Gulph-weed, obfervations on, I. 19s 

Gum aloe exported from the Cape, account of, II. 

note, 8 3 

Gumlack, how produced, I. 479 

Guzurat piovince, account of, II. 443 


H. 


Haftings, Governor, arrives in Bengal, III. 

Helena. St. account of that ifland, 1. 

Hemp, a fpecies of, ne;,r Surat, defcribed, HI. 
Hindoltan, encroachments upon by the Englifli, III. 
Hog-deer, account of, II. 

Hongi- fleet, its annual expedition round Ceram and 
other iflands near Amboyna, account of, II. 
Hooka, what, 1. 

Hooks, a feftival, fo called among 
fcribed, I. 

Hofpital for fick and lame animals 
of, II. 

Hottentots, account of, I. 

Hougly, how fituated, I. 

Houles in Batavia defcribed, fee Batavia, I. 

Hunting in Bengal, the danger of, I. 

Hyder Ali Chan at war with the Dutch, III. an, 
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at Surat, account 
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547 
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the Gentoos, de- 


Imhoflf, Van, his account of India referred to, I. 

note, 353 

Impalement alive of a (lave at Batavia, account of, I. 288 
Indigo, quantity of delivered to the Dutch in the 

Eaft, II. 337 

— — , quantity of produced in Java, I. *34 

Ingellce, 
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Ingellee, in the Eaft-Indies, fituation of, 1 . *05 

Inhabitants of Surat, their religion and manners, II. 479 
of th* Cape of Good Hope, account of, I. 
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Infefls found at the Cape, I, 561 


John-doree, a fifli, defcribed, I. 18 

Jaccatra, an empire in Java, account of, I. S15 

III. 347 - 35 * 

Jackalls defcribed, I. 469 

Jagernate, account of the Pagoda of, I. 100 

II. 483 

Jago, St. account of a famine there, II. «5/e, 25 

Japan, account of the Dutch trade to, I. 358 

Japara, Old, defcribed, II. 148 

Java ifland, its fituation, I. 201 

, tribute paid to the Dutch, 2 is 

, divided into four empires, ih. 

, power of the Dutch over the kings, 216 

, nature of the climate, 2as 

, its prndudlions, 228 

pepper* ib, 

, rice, quantity of, 231 

, fugar, 23s 

, coffee, ib. 

, cotton, 235 

, fruits, 239 

, of the inhabitants, 240 

_, of the Dutch government of Batavia, 276, 345 

further defcription of. III. 312 

, foil of, 317 

, agriculture of, 318 

, its produce, 319 

, fugar-mills in, 325 

, rice, 320 

, coffee, 328 

, cotton, 330 

, forcfts, 333 

, government of, 337 

, population of, 338 

, importance of the Dutch, 36a 

, character and manners of the inhabitants, 368 

, Batavia, the capital, defcribed, 379 

Javanefe, their manners, cuftoms, &c. I. 240 

Javanefe 



S88 


INDEX, 


Page 

Javanefe regents, account of, II. i(3o 

Jealoufy of the women of Java, 1 . 243 

Jews on the Malabar coaft, account of. III. 226 

Joanna, town of, defcribed, II. 1^4 

, fort of, 11. th, 

Jooftjes, an dol of the Chinefe, how it is worfhipped at 

Batavia, I. 269 

Jofs, an image, which the Chinefe worfhip, defcribed, I. 173 

K. 


Keizers, or Emperors’ ifland, fituation of. III. 198 

Kelger, Capt. made commodore at Batavia, I. 171 

King of Bantam, account of, I. 8i 

Kleik, De, made governor of the Dutch poffeffions in 

India, III. 307 

Kouli Khan invades the Mogul empire, II. 443 


L. 


Lampoon, a country of Java, defcribed. III. 

Language of the Bengalefe and Moors, I. 

Landak, in Borneo, account of, 1 . «£/«, 

Laws of Java, account of, ill. 

Lazinefs of the Gentocs, I. 

Letter of the emperor of Candy, to the government of 
Batavia, account of, I. 

Letters, official, of the India princes, how written, I. 
Lingoa-wood, account of, II. 

Lingam, an obfcene image, worfhipped by the Gen- 
toos, 1. 

Linques, a country in Celebes, account of, II. 
Lion’s-moimtain, account of, 1 . 

Loehoe, a kingdom in Celebes, account of, II. 

, queen of, her diflblute conduit, 

Lubok ifland, acccount of, II. 

Luft, extraordinary, of a Moorifh woman, I. 
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M. 


Vlacafler, account of that ancient kingdom, II. 

. ancient traditions of, 

— , fketch of its hiftory. 
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Macafler, its princes take the oath of fidelity to the 

Dutch, 203 

, conftitution of Goach, 205 

T , religion of, 206 

, account of the government of, I. 339 

, town of, in the iflarid of Celebes, defcribed, 

II. 17S 

Macaflers, account of them, II. 182 

Madeira, ifle of, how it appears, I. la 

Madura ifland a; count of, I. 218 

Mahomedan religion, how introduced into Java, III. 37a 
Mahomed Reza Chan, the nabob, 1 . 119 

Maitland, Captain, attacks Surat, III. 43 

Malabar, account of the Dutch poffeffions on the coaft 

of, I. 3SS 

III. 213 

, hiftorical account of the Dutch there. III. 234-272 

, ftate of trade there, 274 

, of the inhabitants 22a 

Malacca, account of, I. 342 

Mandelique, ifiand of, defcribed, II. 152 

Mandhar, country in Celebes, account of, II, 232 

/Mango-tree, account of, I. 237 

' Mango-tanges, account of, I. 238 

Manko Boeni, prince ot Java, account of, II. 120 

Manners, cuftoms, &c. of the Javancfe, I. See Java 240 
Marattas, account ot the. III. 130 

, their wars with the Moguls, 131 

, their government, 13a 

, their origin, 13; 

, their armies, notCy lyj 

, their camps, ^b. 

, they extend their territories, 141 

, a check to the Moorifli government, 143 

, war between them and the Englilh, account 

of. III. 63 

Marriage ceremony among the Perfees at Surat, de- 

feribeo, IJ. 49 ^ 

Marriages of tue Behgalefe, account of, I. 440 

at Batavia, of, I. 320 

Maflacre of the Chinele at Batavia, in 174O3 account 

of, I. 263 

Manfoleum, in Java, defcribed. III note, 373 

Meals, belching at, approved of at the court of Ban- 
tam, L 84 

* ■»ir ti 
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Melk, Mr. account of him and his farm at the Cape, 

II. 6r 

Metempfychofi , the, generally believed among the Hin- 
doos, II. 485 

Middle ifland, account of, I. ao6 

Mogul emperors, decline of their power. III. 24 

— , caufes thereof, 25 

Mogul empire, ftate of, after invaded by Aurengzebe, 

30 

Mogul, Great, the, his power diminifhed, II, 444 

Mollulca, account of, II. 437 

Molluccas, two of their kings depofed by the Dutch, I. 277 
Monkeys in Bengal defcribed, I. 132 

Monfoons, account of, I. 224 

, II. 450 

Monfoons at Amboyna, account of, II. 321 

Moon, an eclipfc of, I. 4 

Moors, or M guls, in Bengal, their manners, religion, 

and cufloms, 1. 435 

Mortality in Batavia, flate of, III. 409 

Mofque at Surat, proceffion of the nabob to. III. 178-180 
MolTel, Governor, his account of the Dutch trade to“ 
Celebes, II 276 

Moflel Governor general of India, regulation made by, 

I. 303 

, his flatement of the charges of the Dutch fettle- 

ments in Bengal, I. wo/e, 325 

— , his calculations of the Dutch Eafl-India Com- 
pany’s revenue, &c. II. note, 414 

Murders committed by flaves in the Eaft-Indies, I. 291 

N. 

Naflau ifland, account of. III. 30a 

Navigation to Amboyna obfervations on, II. 428 

Needles, the fituation of, I. 9 

Negapatnam, account of, I. 346 

Nettle a new fpccies of, defcribed, II. 135 

Nicobar iflands, their fituation, I. 164 

Numbers, lucky and unlucky among the Gentoos, I. 427 
Nutmeg-tree, account of, II. note, 334 

O. 

Oath taken by the Dutch governor general in India, I. 278 

Obfcene 
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Obfcene worfhip of the Gentoos, I. 421 

Offerings made by the Amboynefe to an evil fpirit, II. 367 
Onruft ifland, account of, I. 379 

Opium, mode of collefting in Bengal, I. 475 

, the quantity of, 478 

, trade at Batavia, account of, I. 295 

Orixa, the coaft of, defcribed, I. 100 

Oftriches, account of, 1. 559 

Otaheitan, account of an, brought to Batavia, I. 174 

Ouwerkerk, the, fcts fail from Zealand, II. a 

, arrives at Porto Praya, 2i 

, arrives at Falfe-bay, 43 

, anchors at Batavia, 1 1 3 

, arrives at Samarang, 117 

• ■ , arrives at Japara, 146 

, arrives at Joana, 153 

, arrives at Macafler, 173 

, arrives at Aniboyna, 306 

, returns to Batavia, 428 

, arrives at Surat, 441 

, fees Cape Comorin, III. 191 

. , pafles the line, 19a 

.. . — , arrives at Batavia, aoo 

, fails again for Surat, 203 

, arrives there, 290 

, returns to Batavia, 306 

— , arrives at the Cape, 431 

, comes before Flufliing, 474 

See Pike- 

P. 

Pacebaan, what, I. 61 

Padang, account of, I. note, 3 55 

Pagodas, defcribed, I. 428 

Pagoda, near Surat, defcription of, III. 169 

Palace of Bantam, defcribed, I. 65 

Palembang, account of, I. ac/r, 356 

Paponetty ifland, account of. 111 . 217 

Papuas, of New Guinea, their predatory excurfions, 

defcribed, II. 30a 

Parra, Van der, the governor general of the Dutch in 

India, dies. 111 . 199 

Paflage from Macafler to Amboyna, account of, II. 292 

Paflir, account of, II. 247 

Paflburwang, account of, II. note, izj 

Patna, 
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Pnina, a famine at, I. 151 

Patans, a people in India, account of. III. 144 

. — they plunder Dehly, 146 

Paul, St ifle of, how fituated, I. 44. 

Peons in Benga delcribeu, I f , 505 

Penances corporal, among the Gentoos, defrribed, I. 427 
Peppei, large quantity of collected cn the coaft of JMa- 

labar. III. 220 

, hiiw delivered at Bantam, I. 72,228 

Perfees, ancient driven from Peifia, after its conqueft 

by the cihph Om r, 11 493 

, number . f, at Surat, 494 

, their manner of life, III. 2 

, their cliiets, ib. 

, their reli^jion, 3 

, their oiy fii e, 5 

, rtiemori} performed among them at thebiith 

of a child, II. 499 

, their ceremonies of fepulture, 501 

Petrels defcribed, I. 26 

Phitton ethereus, or pylflaarts, birds, obferved, I, 99 

PhvfiCians among the Gentoos account of, I. 453 

Pike, the, fets fail froni Zealand, I. 3 

, palfes the troric of cancer, 14 

- , arrives in Table-bay, 29 

^ comes within fight of .he ifland of St. Paul, 43 

, enters the ftraits of Sunda, 52 

, enters the road of Batavia, 54 

leturns to Table-bay, 187 

, arrival at the Texel in the Cornelia Hillegonda, 200 

Pilot fillt defrribed, I. 23 

pin ng, what, I. 78 

Pi ■ tados defcribed I. 26 

Piaffes, vitlory obtained by the Englilli at, I. ,.8^ 

Pleuicn, Mr. Van, account of his memorial for the im- 

prcivtment of the Dutch trade to Celebes II, 281 

made governor of Amboyna, 289 

Pompelmoes, or lliaddock, of the, I. 335 

Porto Santo deferibed, 1 . ii 

Poi ti'mouth defcribed I 7 

Portiiguefe, thei' eflablifliment at Siiiat, III. 70 

Poito Praya fituation of II. 21 

Poffeffions of the Dutch in mdia, account of I. 329-359 
Praya, in the illand of St. Jago. account of, II. 22 

J reoecencs at Batavia fettled by tlie government, I. 303 
Premiums paid by the Dutch to their fliips upon coming 

home, I. 369-372 

Prefid ency. 
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Prefidency, Englifh, in Bengal, account of, I. 
Priefts of Surat, account of, II. 

Prince’s ifland, account of, I. 

Purmerend ifland, account of, I. 

Pylftaarts, birds, obferved, I. 


Queens, the, of Bantam, defcribed, I. 
Quickfand, a, at the Cape, account of, II. 


Ram, the name of the higheft god among the Gentoos, I. 

444 

Rainbow, lunar, obferved, I. 41 

Reinouts, Commandant, and Mr. Van Tets, pay a vifit 

to the king of Bantam, I. 75 

Religion of the Gentoos, of the, I. 416 

Religious offerings to the Ganges, I. 423 

Reymers, Margaret, who enlifted as a foldier, account 

of, I. 195 

Rice, the quantity of produced in Java, I, 231 

, how cultivated, ib, 

, two forts of, in fava, defcribed, II. 320 

, the fixed price for, in Java, III. i3p 

Riches of the Eaft drawn from the manual labour of the 

Bengalefe, I. 490 

Riebeck, Van, fent with a colony to the Cape, I. 562 

Rivulets at the Cape, account of, II. 60 

River difcovered in Africa, III. 453 

Rivers of Amboyna, account of, II. 32s 

Robben Ifland, account of, I. 536 

Rotterdam, fort, in Celebes, account of, II. 186-249 

Rygchopfalia, or birds called cutwaters, obferved, I. 98 


Sagor ifland defcribed, I. 104 

Sago-tree, account of, II. 340-347 

Sagwire liquor, account of, II. 349 

Sailing from Batavia to Samarang, direftions for, II. 117 
Salutation amorg the Bengalefe, account of, I. 434 

Saltpetre of Bengal, account of, I. 4^8 

Sal, the ifle of, defcribed, I. ij 

Salfette ifland ceded to the Englilh by the Marattas, HI. 292 

Salt, 



594 


INDEX. 


Page 

Salt, manner of making among the Boadjoos, II. 


note. 

Salute at the Cape, a quarrel about, 11 . 

Saleyer iiland, account of, II. 

Samarang, account of the government of, II. 

, town of, defcribed, II. 

— — — , accouht of, II. note, 

, account of its trade, mte, 

Saffafras-tree of Amboyna, account of, II. 

Sea-loufe, account of. III. note, 

Sepoysi Englifli, at Surat, the training of. III; 

Sepulture, ceremonies of, among the Perfees, II. 
Serampore defcribed, I. 

Servants of the Dutch Company, at Amboyna, reparti- 
tion of cloves among in the year 1755, II. 

Service, divine, how performed at Batavia, I. 

Shaddock, fee Pompe!moes. 

Shark, the, defcribed, I. 

Shellfilb, a defcription of a curious fpecies of. III. 

Ship, holy, the, at Surat, account of, III. 

Ship building, their manner of, 

Shingles, the, defcribed, I. 

Sichterman, the direftor, a fine paid by him far touch- 
ing a woman devoted to be burnt, I. 

SickneS of the crew of the Ouwerkerk, account of. 
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II. 

Signal-flags, negligence refpe£ling, II. 

Silk of Bengal, account of, I. 

Small-pox, its ravages at the Cape of Good Hope, I. 
Snakes in Amboyna, account of, II. 

Snakes and fcorpions in Bengal, account of, I. 

Snoek, the, departs from Zealand, I. 

pafles the tropic of cancer, 

arrives in Table- bay, 

enters the ftraits of Sunda, 

. enters the road of Batayia, 

left at Fultah, and the captain takes the com- 
mand of the Cornelia Hiliegonda, in which he pro- 
ceeded to Batavia, Piie, 

Solombo, Great, ifland, how fltuated, II. 

Soping, a kingdom in the ifland of Celebes, account 
of, II. 

, hiftorical Iketch of, 

Sourabaya, account of, II. note, 

Southampton defcribed, I. 

Speelwyk, fort, defcribed, I. 

Spices imported by the Englifli Eafl-India Company, 
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fince thi capture of the Spice iflands, till Oflober, 

1798, ll. 418 

Spithead, the Pike arrives at, I. 5 

Stavorinus, Captain, departs from Zealand, in the 

Snoek, I. a 

arrives in Table-bay, 29 

■ enters the ftraits of Sunda, 52 

■ — enters the road of Batavia, 54 

■ leaves the Snoek at Fultah, and takes the 

command of the Cornelia Hillegonda, in which he 
returns to Batavia, 126 

arrives in the Texel, 200 

Steering, the Dutch manner of, defcribed. III. note, 472 
Stellenbofch, a village at the Cape, defcribed, II. 72. 

Sually to Surat, journey from, defcribed, III. 294-297 
Sugar, the cultivation of in Java, defcribed. III. 322 

, produced in Java, 1. 23a 

, how made in Bengal, I. 129 

Sumbawa ifland, account of, II. 249 

Sumptuary regulations at Batavia, I. note, 304. 

Sunda, ftraits of, defcribed, I. 202 

Superftition, a firm fupporter of arbitrary power, III. 26 
Surajah Dowlah, an anecdote of, I. note, 483 

Surat, paflage to, II. 432 

, Guzurat, province of, 444 

, defcribed, 446 

, tnonfoons there, 450 

, country round, 453 

, produiftions of, 4S4'4S9 

, extent of the city, 461 

- , houfes, 463 

■ , fuburbs, 462 

, gardens, 465-470 

— , burial-places, 471 

, inhabitants, 479 

, great power of the Englifh there, and their abufe 

of it, ill Ip 

, W'retched condition of the natives, 62 

, expence of the Englifh eftablifhment at, 69 

, coins current at, III. 8 

, weights and meafures at, j i 

, difeafes prevalent, 6 

, carriages, 16 

, the means by which the Englilfa obtained poflef- 

lion of, HI. 3t-47 

, treaty refpedling it, 45 

— , paffage up the river cf, IIL i6* 

Surat. 
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Surat, appearance of the city of, 164. 

, ftatements of the profits made by the Dutch at, III. i la 

• , decline of, 1 16 

— Dutch company at, 148 

• trade of the Dutch to, I. 355 

, Old, account of, ill. 380 

Swallow, the, /ee Carteret. 


T. 


Table-mountain, a journey up the> defcribed, I. 31 

, flowers on, 36 

^ account of, I. 539 

Table-bay, account of, /. 537 

Tailefert, Mr his blameable inaftivity during the revo- 
lution of 1759, at Surat, Ilf. 125 

Tapi-river, near Surat, account of, II. 447 

Tanete, a kingdom in Celebes, account of. If. 331 

Ternate, account of the government of, I 334'336 

Thibet, a peculiar fpecies of cattle of, defcribed, IIJ. 


Mte, 1 79 

Thomas, St. account of the chrifiians of. III. 223 

Three Biothers iflands, how fituated, II. 17a 

Thunberg, Dr. on the precious Hones found in Ceylon, 

I. note, 354 

Thunderftorm on the Ganges defcribed, I. 137 

Tigers of Bengal, account of, I. 468 

Time, how kept in Bengal, I. 464 

Timor ifland, account of, 1 . note, 340 

Tin mines in Banca, account of the quantity of tin from 

them, I. note, 357 

Toerongan, in Celebes, account of, II. 243 

Tombs of the Perfees defcribed, II. 501 

Tomb, a, near Bantam, defcribed, I. 74 

Tourattea kingdom, account of, II. 238 

Touiadja, a country in Celebes, account of, II. 239 

Tranflators at Batavia, account of, 1 . 376 

Travancore, the Dutch enter into alliance with the king 
of. III. 243 

Treaty with Atchund for the delivery of Surat to the 

Englilh, III. 45 

Treaty of Boni, account of, II. 265 

Tricks performed by the conjurers and balancers of Ben- 
gal, 1. 123 

Tupia, the Otaheitan, account of, 1. 1 75 

Turmeric, a produftioa of Java, III. 334 
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the Eaft, I- 277 

Tyranny and mjuftice, a cafe of, in a^;hief of a Dutch 

fadory, 11. 385 

V. 

Valentyn, his account of the various woods in Amboyna, 

il. 3*7 

Variations of the compafs, obfervations on. III. 428 

, at the Cape of Good Hope, I. 27 

Vedam, or facred book, among the Gentoos, account of, 

I. . 430 

Verelft, Mr. fucceeds Lord Clive in B-ngal, I. 500 

governor, invites the Dutch governor, I. 112 

, leaves the prefidency, 12/ 

Vines at the Cape, the manner of cultivating them, II, 

acte, ^8 

Vifir, a, from the Dutch to the king of Bantam, de- 

fcribed, I. 77 

Vifits, national, among the European governors in Ben- 
gal, I. 139 

W. 

Wadjo, a country in Celebes, account of its lingular con- 

llitution, II. 234-236 

War of Java, its origin, II. 120 

War between the Englilh and Marattas terminated. III. 291 
Wafliing in the Ganges, account of, I. 431 

Wedding, account of a Chinefe, at Amboyna, II. 372 

Weights and meafures at Surat, III. ir 

Weights in Bengal, account of, I. 462 

Weights and meafures at Batavia, I. 310 

Wheat, price of, at the Cape, III. 449 

Whitenefs, lingular, obferved in the feawater, III. 281 
Wieken, Van, account of, II. 12 

Wild beads, combat of, deferibed, II. 134 

William, fort, account of, I. 496 

Wines produced at the Cape, I. 545 

Women, European, their manner of living in Bengal, I. 523 

■ , of the Gentoo, account of, I. 409 

, their drefs, 415 

■ ; of Amboyna, their lafeivioufnefs, II. 364 

— — — — , European, their manners at Batavia, I, 3i_5 

— —r, Indian, at Batavia, their mannen, I. 328 

Wood, 
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Wood, various forts of, in Amboyna, II. J26 

WoifliipoftheChinefc in Batavia, I. aCg 

Wntei s, black, in Bengal, account of, I. 521 

Y. 

Year, the new, manner of celebrating, by the Moors at 
Surat, III. 177 


Z. 


Zebra, account of, I. 55® 

Zemindar, what, I. 459 

Zodiacal light, account of. III. 190 

Zoroafter, the religion of. III. 3 
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